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JUDAS
Son Of Darkness

WWhat was wrong with
this man? How could

he live for 3 years in
Christ’s inner circle and then
betray the best friend he ever
had?

Judas is an important part 
of our spiritual education. His
hopes, dreams, and mistakes 
are on record for our benefit. The
darkness that surrounded him is
for our enlightenment. His grief
and regret are described to help
us draw near to the love of God.

In the following pages, RBC
research editor Dennis Fisher
shows us how the life of Judas
can help us to understand not
only the inclinations of our own
human nature but the danger of a
darkness that hides in the light.
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UNDER THE
COVER OF
DARKNESS

IIn J.R.R. Tolkien’s 
The Lord Of The Rings,
an inscription on a 

gold ring describes the
moral struggle between
good and evil.
One Ring to rule them all,

One Ring to find them,
One Ring to bring them all 

And in the darkness 
bind them.

In Tolkien’s imaginary
world of hobbits, dwarfs,
elves, and humans, the one
who possesses this “ring of
power” is given long life
and the ability to become
invisible by wearing it. But
the ring has a dark side: 
It carries the corrupting
influence of evil. Over time,
the ring takes possession 
of the one who has it. As 
it darkens the soul of its
owner, it reaches out to
harm others. 

Today the concept of evil 

is often ignored, except 
as entertainment in novels 
and movies. But the Bible
portrays evil as both real
and dangerous.

Part of evil’s danger is
that it operates under the
cover of darkness (Jn. 3:19).
The hidden and secretive
qualities of evil are some of
its most disturbing elements.

Like colorless and odorless
carbon monoxide, evil 
can remain undetected for
extended periods of time and
can kill without warning. 

Perhaps even more
insidious, however, is the 
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ability of evil to mimic
goodness. People are
surprised, even shocked, 
to learn that evil often uses
sacred settings as a cover.
The apostle Paul, writing to
followers of Christ living in
Corinth, warned of those
who use the language of
spirituality as a disguise:

What I do, I will also
continue to do, that I may
cut off the opportunity
from those who desire an
opportunity to be regarded
just as we are in the
things of which they
boast. For such are false
apostles, deceitful workers,
transforming themselves
into apostles of Christ.
And no wonder! For Satan
himself transforms himself
into an angel of light.
Therefore it is no great
thing if his ministers also
transform themselves into
ministers of righteousness,
whose end will be
according to their works
(2 Cor. 11:12-15).

As early as the first
century, self-proclaimed
“apostles” were pretending
to work as ministers of 
the gospel while actually
opposing the work of God.

The church should be 
a place where broken and
discouraged people are
refreshed and restored with
the language of truth and
love. When this happens,
the people of God are
equipped to face the
challenges of life. But one
needn’t be involved in a
church very long to discover
evil hiding in the shadows: 

• A seemingly 
devoted church
member embezzles
large sums of money
from her employer. 

• A respected member 
of the church board is
convicted of sexually
abusing his daughter. 

• A once-beloved pastor
becomes increasingly
authoritarian and
accusatory. 
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• A church-board
chairman deflects
criticism by labeling
anyone who voices
concern as “divisive,”
“rebellious,” or
“resistant to change.” 

• A pastor who leads
church-growth
seminars uses his
frequent travel as a
way to cover an affair. 

When people who 
are known and trusted 
are caught in serious moral
failure, those who know
them are often stunned.
Friends and associates
begin to doubt their own
judgment. The questions
are predictable: “Why
didn’t we see this coming?
What’s wrong with us that
we were so blind?”

Looking back, it’s
sometimes possible to see
clues that seemed unusual 
at the time. But it’s just as
likely that the “red flags”
seen in retrospect were
colored at the time by the 

fact that the deceivers 
talked such a good game.
They seemed to have such
sensitivity to the immorality
of others. Only in retrospect
do we begin to see that the
exaggerated goodness and
moral criticism of others is
often the strategy of dark
minds that hide behind the
mask of morality. 

This was the game of 
a man named Judas. Not
only is he from the very
pages of the Bible, but he
was in the inner circle 
of Christ’s friends. It is 
because of his closeness 
to Christ, however, that
Judas Iscariot gives us a
disturbing example of 
how evil works. 

Judas is a baffling case.
He was chosen by Jesus to
be one of the 12 apostles 
and was trusted by the group
to be in charge of their
finances. For more than 
3 years he listened to Jesus
teach and watched Him
perform miracles. Yet after 
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witnessing what Christians
for the next 20 centuries wish
they could have seen, Judas
conspired to betray Jesus for
30 pieces of silver—the paltry
price of an accidentally killed
slave (Ex. 21:32).

What happened to
Judas? What could possibly
have caused him to betray
his own rabbi? How did 
one who had the privilege
of walking alongside the
Light of the world end up 
in eternal darkness? And
what can we learn from
Judas’ tragic misjudgment
to make sure we don’t
follow him to his sad fate? 

THE ARTIFICIAL
LIGHT OF
RELIGIOUS
AMBITION

IIn the late 1970s, the
world witnessed the
horror of evil that hid

in the heart of a popular
preacher, which drove him
to a deadly end. This man
had a dynamic biblical
message of social concern,
and his church began with
potential and promise.
Idealists as well as the
disenfranchised joined.
Many considered it “the
way church ought to be.”
Members took on the
problems of inner-city
poverty and believed they
were aligning themselves
with a cause, not just
joining a congregation. 

As the church acquired
more power over its
followers and gained greater
revenue from its growing
constituency, the preacher
grew in his grandiose 
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opinion of himself. He
militantly deflected any
personal criticism. As power
and money fed his dark
side, the emboldened leader
threw the Bible to the floor
and proclaimed that he was
the greater authority. 

To escape criticism 
and maintain control, the
self-styled “man of God”
relocated his congregation
in a foreign country. When
his power was threatened
there, he made the 
ultimate push for control 
by demanding the mass
suicide of his followers. 

How could a minister 
do such a thing—especially
in a place called “The
People’s Temple”? 

The answer lies in 
the very nature of evil.
Wherever it surfaces, it
shows its willingness to
promote self-interest at the
expense of others. Yet the
outcome is predictable.
From the beginning of time
the story has been repeated 

over and over. When 
the darkness of deceit is
allowed to run its course, 
it bears the fruit of
destruction and death. 

The danger of evil,
however, is that it often
merges with a good cause.
The leader of “The People’s
Temple” began not only as
a messenger of the Bible
but also as a voice of
compassion for the poor.

It seems likely that
before Judas Iscariot
became a disciple of Jesus,
he was involved with the
good cause of trying to
liberate his oppressed
nation from the heel of
Roman occupation.

Some believe that his
surname, Iscariot, comes
from the Latin word scarius,
which means “he who
carries the dagger.” This
was a common weapon
used by the Zealots, a
politically motivated 
group committed to the
restoration of Israel through 
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the overthrow of the 
Roman oppressors. 

Passion to see their
homeland freed from
foreign domination was
pervasive among the
apostles and disciples 
of Jesus. They believed 
the prophets of Israel 
who promised political
freedom and spiritual
restoration in the coming 
of a messiah and king.
Their anticipation
intensified as the eyes 
of the nation turned 
toward the miracle-working
rabbi from Nazareth. It
seemed to be a moment 
of opportunity. The longing 
of many Jewish parents was
on the lips of the mother of
James and John when she
begged Jesus to let her 
sons sit on His right and 
on His left in His kingdom
(Mt. 20:20-23).

Yet the waves of public
expectation were about to
come crashing onto a 
rocky shoreline of delay. 

A spiritual rescue had 
to precede political glory.
God was about to let 
evil play a leading role 
in its own demise before 
fulfilling His promises 
to Israel. 

By choosing Judas to be
one of the Twelve, Jesus set
the stage for what can now
be seen as the genius and
drama of redemption. Just
hours before His arrest,
while eating the Passover
meal with His disciples for
the last time, Jesus spoke
these words: “That the
Scripture may be fulfilled, 
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‘He who eats bread with 
Me has lifted up his heel
against Me’” (Jn. 13:18).
Jesus was alluding to a song
written by David, Israel’s
most renowned king: 

Even my close friend,
whom I trusted, he who
shared my bread, has
lifted up his heel against
me (Ps. 41:9 NIV). 
Through the actions of

Judas, biblical prophecy
would be fulfilled. Through
God’s powerful hand, evil
would be led into a trap.
The one holding the power
of death would be defeated
(Heb. 2:14), and the One
holding the power of life
would win redemption for
all who would believe (Mt.
20:28; 26:28; 2 Cor. 5:21). 

Although Judas carried
out his sin in the darkness
of night, God would use it
to bring light to many. In
God’s universe, evil never
has the final word. 

As we witness God’s
ability to overturn evil, 

however, we must see the
danger of evil for what 
it is. It destroyed Judas, 
and it stalks us today.

THE ARTIFICIAL
LIGHT OF
MORAL
PRETENSE

TTwo Christian
business partners 
on the West Coast

were excited about their
fledgling company. It had
experienced expansive
growth in a few short years.
Recruiting people to sell
food and souvenirs at
sports arenas had proven 
to be surprisingly lucrative.
Revenues continued to
build month after month
with no slowdown in sight. 

In the midst of the
company’s rapid growth, 
the CFO launched periodic
campaigns against certain
staff members, accusing
them of manipulation,
immodesty, and 
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dishonesty. Whenever
anyone questioned his
judgments, he became 
even more dogmatic. 

Months later, there was
serious trouble in the young
company. The CFO had
been caught using two sets
of financial books, which 
he maintained so skillfully
that they escaped initial
detection by a professional
audit. While “floating”
money to needy accounts,
he skimmed off the top. The
blaming and punishing of
staff members was a form 
of scapegoating. To divert
attention from his own
illegal activities, he called
attention to the small
imperfections of others.
Eventually, the business 

had to file for bankruptcy.
The one who demanded
such a high standard of
integrity from others had 
no integrity of his own. 

Judas followed a similar
pattern of behavior. The
place was Bethany, the
home of Jesus’ good friends
Mary, Martha, and Lazarus.
The occasion was a dinner
to honor Jesus (Jn. 12:2),
probably for raising Lazarus
from the dead, which He
had done not long before. 

Martha was known for
her elaborate preparations
(Lk. 10:40), so there is good
reason to believe that this
was no shabby celebration.
The occasion called for
something special. 

The Bible indicates that
Mary was more inclined to
listen than to serve. But she
too must have realized that
this occasion was different,
and she wanted to honor
Jesus in a special way. On
this night, instead of sitting
quietly at Jesus’ feet and 
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listening to Him teach,
Mary anointed His feet with
a pint of costly perfume,
worth about a year’s wages.
Then, in an even more
striking act of devotion, she
began wiping off the excess
perfume with her own hair,
something that even a
household servant would
not do (Jn. 12:3).

All of this extravagance
lavished on Jesus was
apparently too much 
for Judas. There is no
indication that Judas 
had a problem enjoying 
the dinner Martha had
prepared for everyone, but
he certainly expressed his
loathing for Mary’s act of 
devotion to Jesus. 

Waving the artificial light
of moral pretense—his own
concern for the needy—
Judas protested, “Why was
this fragrant oil not sold for
three hundred denarii and
given to the poor?” (v.5). He
had already calculated the
value of Mary’s gift and 

decided that her offering
was frivolous and
misdirected. 

The root of Judas’
objection wasn’t anything
as noble as concern for 
the poor. He didn’t share
Mary’s devotion for Jesus.
In fact, he opposed it. His
motives were selfish, not
altruistic. The apostle John
is the only gospel writer
who mentioned the real
activity going on behind
Judas’ charade of
righteousness:

This [Judas] said, 
not that he cared for 
the poor, but because 
he was a thief, and had
the money box; and he
used to take what was
put in it (v.6).
To perpetuate his own

image of goodness, Judas
cast doubt on Mary’s good
motives. But Jesus pierced
the lie with truth. 

Jesus said, “Let her alone;
she has kept this for the
day of My burial. For the 
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poor you have with you
always, but Me you do
not have always” (vv.7-8).
The use of expensive

embalming fragrances was
part of the Jewish burial
custom. Mary didn’t 
realize it, but her act was
preparation for Christ’s
burial. The words must
have puzzled those who
heard them, however. No
one seemed less vulnerable
to harm than Jesus, who
was at the height of His
popularity. The next day
people would line the
streets with palm branches
to welcome Him into
Jerusalem. Yet Passover was
only 6 days away, and in
that short time, the shouts
of the people would change
from “Hosanna! Blessed is
He who comes in the name
of the Lord!” (Jn. 12:13) to
“Crucify Him!” (19:15). 

The lives of Judas and
Jesus were in stark contrast.
Judas wanted to exploit
others for himself; Jesus 

was intent on laying down
His life for them. 

Judas remained behind
the scenes of Scripture most
of the time. But when a
large sum of money was at

stake, his greedy heart
nudged him to center stage.
It also led to Jesus’ first
recorded rebuke of Judas.
His command to leave
Mary alone suggests that
Judas may have been trying
to physically restrain her.
Perhaps he thought that by
acting quickly some of the
ointment might be saved
and sold for a profit. 

Judas was skilled at 
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taking for himself what
belonged to others. John
wrote that Judas “had the
money box; and he used 
to take what was put in it”
(12:6). The phrase “put in”
has an interesting parallel.
Satan put into the heart 
of Judas the idea to 
betray Jesus (13:2). 
Judas thought his skills of
deception and “skimming
off the top” were ways 
of maintaining control.
Instead, this is how 
he lost control. He 
opened himself up to 
evil and played into the
hands of Satan to his own
destruction. Judas was one
short step from descending
into radical evil. 

Behind the scenes,
however, the sovereign 
plan of God, not the
diabolical plot of Satan,
was being staged. 

Proximity to the 
light does not guarantee
complete illumination. As
the moon orbits the earth, 

it turns on its axis in such 
a way that only one side
ever faces the earth. Until
modern space exploration,
the dark side of the moon
remained a complete
mystery.

Similarly, when the
human will is firmly lodged
in one position, it keeps 
our sins and weaknesses
from being exposed to the
cleansing, healing power of
God’s spiritual light. Jesus
said:

This is the condemnation,
that the light has come
into the world, and men
loved darkness rather
than light, because their
deeds were evil. For
everyone practicing evil
hates the light and does
not come to the light, 
lest his deeds should be
exposed (Jn. 3:19-20). 
Despite being in the

wonderful presence of
Christ for over 3 years,
Judas persistently shielded
his dark side from the light. 
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He blended in with the
other disciples, but he
never turned his will 

toward Christ. Instead, he
exerted his own will, which
ultimately led to his own
self-condemnation. 

Like Adam and Eve,
Judas lived in the presence
of God—but it wasn’t
enough. Perhaps he 
wanted something he
wasn’t getting, or maybe 
he was expecting something
he finally realized was
never going to happen. 

For a while, Judas had
the thrill of following the 

most popular rabbi in town.
But that was winding down.
For a while, he thought
Jesus was going to restore
the ancient kingdom of
Israel. But Jesus was
showing no interest in
earthly power. For a while,
Judas had access to the 
money of rich people who
supported their ministry.
But then Jesus rebuked him
for criticizing wastefulness.
Was it Christ’s correcting
comment that caused 
Judas’ façade to crack 
and crumble? 

Intolerance to criticism
can lead to revenge. That
may be what happened 
to Judas. A. T. Robertson, 
in his Harmony Of The
Gospels, suggests this
possibility: “Judas, stung by
the rebuke of Jesus at the
feast, bargains with the
rulers to betray Jesus.” 

Judas may have felt 
that he had made a terrible
mistake by spending 3 1⁄2
years of his life with Jesus. 
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If he was going to have
anything to show for his
time, the only way to get 
it was to sell the only
valuable thing he had—
access to Jesus. 

This fits the biblical
record. After leaving the
celebration in Bethany, the
next place Judas showed 
up was in the presence of
the chief priest, negotiating
the betrayal of Jesus. Judas
asked him, “What are 
you willing to give me if 
I deliver Him to you?” 
(Mt. 26:15). Not much, 
as it turned out. Only 30
pieces of silver. Apparently
that was better than
nothing to Judas, so he 
took it and started looking
for an opportunity to betray 
Jesus (v.16).

Hundreds of years before
this event, the prophet
Zechariah wrote these
words: “So they weighed
out for my wages thirty
pieces of silver” (Zech.
11:12). This amount was 

considered the value of 
a slave (Ex. 21:32). It was 
no accident that Jesus was
betrayed for that amount. It
was one of many fulfilled
prophecies that confirmed
Jesus as the promised
Messiah. 

The deal was struck. The
stage was set. Judas waited
for an opportunity to fulfill
his half of the agreement. 

Paradoxically, the
occasion that Judas found
to do his unholy deed was
the most holy celebration 
in Judaism. The Jews had
celebrated Passover for 
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thousands of years, and the
liturgy was familiar to all.
Everyone celebrated with
the same food, eaten in the
same order, with the same
prayers and Scripture
readings before each
course. But this Passover
was different for 12 Jewish
men in an upper room.
Their rabbi made a startling
statement: “One of you will
betray Me” (Jn. 13:21). But
the announcement didn’t
end there. Jesus told them
who the betrayer would be. 

“It is he to whom I shall
give a piece of bread
when I have dipped it.”
And having dipped the
bread, He gave it to Judas
Iscariot, the son of Simon
(13:26).
In the ancient Middle

East, the host of a banquet
customarily took a piece 
of bread, dipped it, and
presented it to the guest of
honor. Some suggest that
Jesus did this as a last
gesture of love to Judas. 

But Judas had already
hardened his heart. 

Now after the piece of
bread, Satan entered him.
Then Jesus said to him,
“What you do, do
quickly” (v.27).
Imagine the devil 

himself being present at 
this holy moment. While
God was entering into a
new covenant with His
people to complete His plan
of redemption, Satan was
entering the body of Judas
Iscariot to thwart that plan.
Through a series of foolish,
willful decisions, Judas
became a key player in the
betrayal of the Son of God.

No one at the table knew
for what reason He said
this to him. For some
thought, because Judas
had the money box, that
Jesus had said to him,
“Buy those things we need
for the feast,” or that he
should give something to
the poor. Having received
the piece of bread, he then 
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went out immediately.
And it was night 
(Jn. 13:28-30).
The other disciples still

did not understand that
Judas was leaving to betray
Jesus. They thought he was
going out to buy something
for their ministry needs or
to give something to the
poor. A well-polished public
image is difficult to smudge. 

Jesus and His 
remaining disciples 
left the upper room, 
crossed the Kidron Valley,
and entered a garden on
the Mount of Olives. It 
was a place of rest for these
men, and Judas knew it. 

Judas returned to the
chief priests to make the
final arrangements to
capture Jesus. They agreed
that a kiss would be the
signal that Judas would 
use to identify the target
(Mt. 26:47-56). 

A detachment of 
over 200 Roman soldiers
(stationed at the fortress of 

Antonia near the temple 
in Jerusalem) accompanied
the temple police, who
carried out the wishes of 
the religious authorities or
Sanhedrin. This large group
was needed to control public
unrest if Jesus’ followers put
up any resistance. 

With Judas Iscariot 
in the lead, the religious
officials and this ominous
military escort proceeded
toward Jesus. Armed with
spears and swords, the
soldiers carried torches 
and lanterns, creating
violently pulsating shadows
in the dark night as they
headed for the peaceful
olive grove where Jesus had
taken the disciples to pray
(Jn. 18:1-3). 

The menacing entourage
was no surprise to Jesus.
Rather than try to escape,
He submitted to them in
obedience to His Father’s
plan. John wrote: 

Jesus therefore, knowing
all things that would 
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come upon Him, went
forward and said to them,
“Whom are you seeking?”
They answered Him,
“Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus
said to them, “I am He.”
And Judas, who betrayed
Him, also stood with
them. Now when He said
to them, “I am He,” they
drew back and fell to the
ground (Jn. 18:4-6). 
When the soldiers 

told Jesus whom they were
looking for, Jesus answered
with the simple words “I
am” (in the Greek). Some
Bible scholars believe that
His answer was a claim 
to deity, for “I AM” is 
the name God used to
introduce Himself to 
Moses at the burning 
bush (Ex. 3:14). It can be
transliterated from Hebrew
to English, YAWEH, “I am,”
or the “Self-existent One.”
This startling claim may
have been the reason the
soldiers fell backward onto
the ground. 

Then He asked them
again, “Whom are you
seeking?” And they said,
“Jesus of Nazareth.” 
Jesus answered, “I have
told you that I am He.
Therefore, if you seek Me,
let these go their way,”
that the saying might be
fulfilled which He spoke,
“Of those whom You 
gave Me I have lost
none” (Jn. 18:7-9).
As soon as Jesus

confirmed His identity, 
He asked the guards to 
let His disciples leave.

For 3 1⁄2 years, Judas had
been part of the inner circle
of disciples. The emotional
closeness of being near to
Jesus had been available to
him. Yet he kept his heart
to himself. By refusing to
yield his will to the Lord, 
he made himself available
to Satan. As a consequence,
the fallen angel now had a
physical presence in which
to confront the incarnate
Son of God. 
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Jesus spoke to Judas,
“Friend, do what you came
for” (Mt. 26:50 NIV). Then,
almost as an afterthought,
He asked another question.
“Judas, are you betraying
the Son of Man with a
kiss?” (Lk. 22:48). It 
was as if even Jesus was
surprised by the depths to
which evil would go—to use
a gesture of affection for a
selfish, destructive purpose.
Judas perverted something
good by using it for evil. He
turned a symbol of intimacy
into an instrument of
betrayal. 

The prospect of Jesus in
the custody of His enemies 

must have been too much
for Peter. With little thought
of the consequences, he
pulled out his sword and
cut off the ear of Malchus,
a servant of the high priest.
As blood ran down the
cheek of His enemy, Jesus
responded with love by
healing the man’s ear (Lk.
22:51). After rebuking Peter
for exerting his will, Jesus
demonstrated submission to
the Father’s will by allowing
Himself to be bound and
led away (Jn. 18:10-13). 

Although Jesus was the
one in the custody of civil
authorities, it was Judas
who had lost his freedom.
By opposing the Author of
life for short-term gain, he
lost the opportunity for any
future life with Jesus. 

After these events, 
Judas did not go out and
gleefully count his cash. 
A very different outcome
awaited the 12th apostle. 

When a person starts
down the road of deception, 
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a variety of motivations are
at work. The secret world 
of malevolence is addictive
because it involves 
intrigue, exhilaration, 
and exaggerated self-
importance. 

THE ARTIFICIAL
LIGHT OF SELF-
IMPORTANCE

FFor months, the FBI
received disturbing

reports that a “mole”
inside the organization 
had been selling secrets 
to foreign agents. The
impact of his espionage 
was devastating. He
compromised the plans 
to protect the President of
the United States in case 
of nuclear war. He gave
another government the
identity of double agents
working for the US, who
were then taken back to
their own country and
executed. He provided
additional secrets that cost 

taxpayers millions of dollars
to restore national security.
The agent was so effective
in covering his tracks that
his identity was unknown
to officials on either side. 

Finally, the FBI set a trap
that caught the mole. He
was a suburban husband
and father who had been 
an agent for nearly 20 years
and was nearing retirement.
He was active in a lay
ministry at his church that
emphasized spirituality and
practical good works. In
fact, he attended the same
church as the head of the
FBI did. The two men
respected each other’s piety. 

Why did he do it? The
only explanation proposed
so far is that he sold secrets
partly for revenge and
partly to feel important 
after being passed over for
promotion. At work, he felt
like just another ignored
“computer hack.” Seeing 
his need for validation, a
foreign agent talked him 
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into helping the other side.
He felt important when he
was manipulating agents
and counteragents like a
game. It was exhilarating 
to confuse and elude both
sides with his deception. 

In the end, he regretted
what his actions had done
to his family. His wife and
children would have to live
with the shame he had
brought upon them, and 
he would be removed from
them permanently. The
agent was sorry, but the
consequences were
irreversible. 

Judas, like this agent,
had developed an image
that made others trust him.
That must be why he was
put in charge of finances.
But as he accepted
contributions with one
hand, he helped himself 
to cash with the other. 
His heart already showed
signs of corruption. 

The Bible gives no
evidence that the other 

apostles had any clue that
something was not right.
Should they have had 
some way of checking their
treasurer? Some Christians
today believe that a system
called “accountability
partners” can prevent 
moral failure. There are
many good reasons to 
have a person to whom we
submit ourselves for moral
and spiritual accountability
(Eccl. 4:9), but evil can
deceive even the most
astute. 

It’s astonishing that
Judas may have had such 
a partner. When Christ 
sent the disciples out to
minister, He sent them in
pairs (Mt. 10:4). Simon the
Zealot is often listed in
connection with Judas.
Who would question the
character of your ministry
partner if together you had
healed the sick and cast
out demons? (Lk. 9:1-6).
Yet within every human
heart—our own included—
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good and evil are battling
for control (Gal. 5:17). 

Evidence that Judas was
beginning to understand the
seriousness of his betrayal
didn’t surface until after
Jesus was taken into
custody. At what point the
devil actually left Judas’
body is not clear. But after
the multiple trials of Jesus
resulted in a guilty verdict,
Judas was again acting on
his own initiative. When 
he learned that Jesus had
been condemned to death,
he felt regret (lit. “remorse”),
suggesting that perhaps 
he expected a different 

outcome. He may have
hoped to force Jesus into
inaugurating His kingdom.
Instead, Jesus allowed
Himself to be condemned. 

Matthew’s gospel picks
up the story in chapter 27:

Then Judas, His 
betrayer, seeing that He
had been condemned,
was remorseful and
brought back the thirty
pieces of silver to the 
chief priests and elders,
saying, “I have sinned 
by betraying innocent
blood.” And they said,
“What is that to us? 
You see to it!” Then he
threw down the pieces of
silver in the temple and
departed, and went and
hanged himself (vv.3-5). 
Remorse is often

accompanied by the 
need to confess and make
restitution. Both are evident
in the record of Judas. 
He went to his original
conspirators, told them 
that he betrayed “innocent 
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blood,” and tried to 
return the money.

When they were
unmoved by his remorse,
Judas threw down the money
in the temple and left. With 
no hope of correcting the
consequences of his betrayal,
Judas sentenced himself 
to the ultimate penalty—
death—and hanged himself.
According to Acts 1:18, Judas
fell and “burst open in the
middle and all his entrails
gushed out.” This could have
happened if his hanging rope
snapped or if the tree limb
broke.

PUSHING BACK
THE DARKNESS 

TThere was only one
Judas Iscariot. There
have been others

throughout history who
have had some of his same
flaws, but no one else will
ever occupy the same role
the “son of perdition” had
(Jn. 17:12). 

Likewise, there will 
never be another person 
to occupy the role “Son 
of God.” The Lord Jesus
Christ, the Light of the
world, fully manifested the
nature of God. But those
who walk in His light
become light bearers
themselves.

In [Christ] was life, 
and the life was the 
light of men (Jn. 1:4). 
God provided

supernatural means 
to loosen the grip of our 
will that keeps us from
turning toward the
transforming power of God’s
light. Trusting in Christ’s
righteousness rather than 
in our own saves us from
having to pay the ultimate
penalty of sin. But we are
still inclined to seek our
own interests at the expense
of others and are still
vulnerable to self-deception
(Rom. 7:1-25). The apostle
John underscored this 
when he wrote: 

22

© RBC Ministries. All rights reserved.



If we say that we have no
sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us
(1 Jn. 1:8). 
The difference between

people who are living by
the grace of God and those
who are sliding ever more
quickly toward the abyss 
of evil can be seen in the
degree to which one’s heart
is yielded to God. A will
that is submissive to God
acknowledges when it’s
wrong and turns from it. 
A heart that is determined
to have its own way is
unyielded to God and uses
deceit and manipulation to
trick others into following
its agenda. 

Judas used the artificial
light of religious ambition to
further his own agenda. He
used the artificial light of
moral pretense to disguise
his own sin and cast a
shadow of doubt on the
genuine righteousness of
others. And he used the
artificial light of self-

importance to betray the
One who came to save the
world. 

To avoid the character 
of a Judas, we need to be
increasingly transparent
and genuine in our
interactions with God 
and others. The apostle
John told us how: 

God is light and in 
Him is no darkness at all.
If we say that we have
fellowship with Him, and
walk in darkness, we lie
and do not practice the
truth. But if we walk in 
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the light as He is in the
light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the
blood of Jesus Christ His
Son cleanses us from all
sin. If we say that we
have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us. If we confess
our sins, He is faithful
and just to forgive us 
our sins and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness
(1 Jn. 1:5-9).
Confess is a common

word in the Christian
vocabulary, but its 
meaning is sometimes
misunderstood. The word
confess doesn’t mean to
simply admit what we’ve
done wrong or to go
through a verbal laundry
list of sins. It means “to
agree with” or “say the
same thing as.” When we
agree with God about an
action that displeases Him,
we are confessing. And
when we confess, He 
is able to cleanse us, 

fill us again with His Spirit
(Eph. 5:18; Gal. 5:16-17),
and strengthen us to resist
that sin in the future. 

Some might ask, “Since
God forgave all my sin at
conversion, why do I have
to keep confessing?” The
answer begins with another
question. Have you ever
distanced yourself from a
friend because you knew
you had done something to
offend him or her? Avoiding
the problem can’t fix it.
When we ignore an offense,
alienation increases. 
But when we admit our
wrongdoing, reconciliation
begins. Agreeing with God
is like that. We admit that
we have veered from the
path of righteousness that
He wants us to walk, and
we express our desire to 
get back on it. When
confession is followed 
by repentance—turning
back toward God—God
welcomes us back into 
His presence, and we 
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begin once more to walk 
in the light of His love and
divine guidance. 

Your Word is a lamp to
my feet and a light to 
my path (Ps. 119:105).

Admitting our sin to 
a trusted friend is another
kind of confession that can
increase our transparency
and move us toward greater 

genuineness and
obedience. We need
trustworthy people in our
lives who are “speaking the
truth in love” (Eph. 4:15).
When a person’s love for 
us is sincere and without
hypocrisy (Rom. 12:9), we
trust that person to point
out the weak spots in 
our character—which,
ironically, are generally the
places where we put up the
strongest resistance to God. 

We need regular
exposure to the light of
God’s thoughts and ways to
maintain our purity. Regular
appointments with God
allow the floodlight of His
Word to expose hidden
areas of sin, which then can
be healed by prayer and
confession. Left unattended,
however, they grow into
pervading evil that only
death can eradicate. 

Jesus didn’t hide from
the light of His Father, 
nor did He hide the light.
Throughout the Gospel 
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accounts, we see how He
used light to kindly but
clearly expose the truth
about people—the woman
at the well, Zacchaeus,
Nicodemus, the rich young
ruler. These and others were
an unlikely assortment of
people to receive the
attention of the God-man.
But Jesus took the time to
shine the light wherever
anyone expressed an
interest in seeing. 

Jesus’ own conversations
with His Father show the
way to become “others-
directed” instead of “self-
directed” (Mk. 1:35-39). 

Jesus, the Light of world, 

has handed the torch to us.
We need to hold it high and
keep it burning brightly in a
dark world. The cure for a
selfish heart is to focus on
others and to be a conduit
of God’s love. 

Let your light so shine
before men, that they may
see your good works and
glorify your Father in
heaven (Mt. 5:16).
It’s important to

remember the other 11
disciples who submitted to
the will of the Rabbi and
followed His example of
walking in the light. Through
them the world was turned
upside down for good by the
power of God. The sick were
healed, the dead were raised,
the gospel was proclaimed,
and the church was
established, against which
the gates of hell would not
prevail. Weak and sin-prone
people became channels of
God’s love and light to a
needy world. 

When we give up our 
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own agenda and yield our
will to God’s, His love flows
through us to others as we
“find a need and fill it, find
a hurt and heal it.” 

To be human is to
experience needs and
desires. These are not 
bad or sinful. They are
God-given and cannot 
be satisfied apart from
behavior that honors God.
Right choices move us
closer to God and ultimate
satisfaction; wrong choices
lead away from Him 
and toward increasing
dissatisfaction. Deciding
which path to take requires
spiritual discernment. 

Discernment means 
“to recognize or identify.”
Spiritual discernment is the
ability to recognize and
identify choices that will
help us stay in the light. 

For you were once
darkness, but now you
are light in the Lord.
Walk as children of light
(for the fruit of the Spirit 

is in all goodness,
righteousness, and truth),
finding out what is
acceptable to the Lord
(Eph. 5:8-10).

“Finding out what is
acceptable” is a phrase that
is also used to convey the
idea of testing metals to
determine if they are
genuine. All the choices 
we make that increase our
desire to obey God pass 
the test of pleasing Him. 

A life of discernment and
obedience keeps us out of
the shadows and in the
presence of God’s wonderful
light. And when we walk in 
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the light, we make choices
that meet our needs and the
needs of others through
unselfish, godly behavior. 

WALKING IN
THE LIGHT 

EEvil includes an
unwillingness to
admit our moral

shortcomings and make
painful changes. It hides
from the light. Whenever 
we resist the will of God
and His voice of conscience,
we allow evil to enter our
lives. When Judas refused
to let the light of God
expose the dark places 
of his heart, he became 
an instrument of Satan.

God’s remedy for
darkness is light. To walk 
in the light means making
sure God is our spiritual
leader each day. It means
recognizing our tendency 
to sin and being willing to
cooperate with God when
He shines a light on actions 

that need to change. God is
the “Father of lights,” and
walking with Him dispels
the darkness and allows us
to receive every perfect gift. 

Every good gift and every
perfect gift is from above,
and comes down from 
the Father of lights, 
with whom there is no
variation or shadow of
turning (Jas. 1:17).
Tolkien’s ring used power

to bind people in darkness
and control them for the
purpose of harming others.
But our Lord and King gives
His power to those who
want to walk with Him in 
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the glorious light of His
presence and who want to
bring freedom and healing to
those still caught in the
bondage of sin and evil. 

Here’s a checklist for
walking in the light:

1. Have offenses moved
you to seek revenge,
or are you learning to
forgive? 

2. Do you point out sins
in others to divert
attention from your
own sins, or are you
working on your own
issues?

3. Do you blame others
for your failures, or do
you take responsibility
for your own actions?

4. Are you promoting
your own agenda 
with others, or are 
you yielding to 
God’s purposes? 

5. Are you projecting a
phony image, or are
you becoming more
transparent with
others?

6. Have you sought out
some kind of honest
accountability
relationship, or 
are you seeking to
mislead people? 

7. Are you growing 
in your yieldedness 
to God, or are you
harboring strongholds
of self-will? 

8. Are you setting
boundaries on 
your passions and
channeling them into
godly outlets, or are
you letting them
control you? 

9. When you are
tempted, do you
submit yourself to 
God and resist the
devil, or do you just
give in?

10. Is your regular
devotional time with
God restoring your
soul (Ps. 23:1-3), or 
is it infrequent and 
in decline? 
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WHAT OTHERS
HAVE SAID
ABOUT EVIL

LLance Morrow wrote:
“Evil seeks its

opportunities and
settles in like a parasite
where it finds conditions
welcoming. It adopts 
the local language and
customs; it infests the
lifeforms and takes them
over, in rather the way 
that insanity may enter 
the previously wholesome
life and displace the 
person who lived there
before” (Evil—An
Investigation, p.17).

Martin Buber wrote:
“Since the primary motive
of evil is disguise, one of the
places evil people are most
likely to be found is within
the church. What better
way to conceal one’s evil
from oneself, as well as from
others, than to be a deacon
or some other highly visible
form of Christian within our 

culture? In India I would
suppose that the evil would
demonstrate a similar
tendency to be ‘good’
Hindus or ‘good’ Muslims. 
I do not mean to imply that
the evil are anything other
than a small minority
among the religious or that
the religious motives of
most people are in any way
spurious. I mean only that
evil people tend to gravitate
toward piety for the disguise
and concealment it can 
offer them” (Good And Evil,
p.111).

Victor Frankl wrote:
“Our generation is realistic,
for we have come to know
man as he really is. After
all, man is that being who
has invented the gas
chambers of Auschwitz;
however, he is also that
being who has entered
those gas chambers upright,
with the Lord’s Prayer or
the Shema Yisrael on his
lips” (Man’s Search For
Meaning, p.213). 
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THE CHOICE 
IS OURS

EEvil masquerading as
righteousness is a
disturbing idea.

There is an unnerving
difference between a warm
broken heart and a cold
scheming mind. One, like
Judas’, is so committed to
its wrongs that it veils itself
with robes of righteousness.
The other, like Peter’s, is
thoroughly and regretfully
flawed. 

According to the gospel
record, Peter took giant
leaps of faith, only to
experience failure (Mt.
14:22-33). He could 
make profound spiritual
pronouncements that 
were followed by demonic
utterances (Mt. 16:13-23).
Yet in all of his imperfection,
Peter remained soft toward
God.

Not so with Judas
Iscariot. He was a hardened
rebel and a thief who 

clothed himself in spiritual
hypocrisy. He was the 
one who argued that an
expensive gift of devotion 
to Christ should have been
sold and given to the poor
(Jn. 12:4-6). Yet Judas is
also the one who betrayed
Christ for 30 pieces of silver
and turned Him over to His
enemies (Mt. 26:15,46-49).
Judas’ persistent rejection 
of spiritual light eventually
resulted in the ultimate acts
of evil and self-destruction.

The spiritual application
for us is twofold. If we have
never personally trusted
Jesus Christ as our Savior
and Lord, then now—as 
we contemplate the price 
of personal evil—is our
opportunity to admit our
need of Him. 

According to the Bible,
all of us have done wrong
not only because we are
imperfect but because we
were born into this world
spiritually separated from
God (Rom. 3:23; 6:23). The 
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fact of our own fallen
human nature requires an
admission that we cannot
save ourselves. Our only
hope is to ask Christ to
forgive our sin and give 
us eternal life. 

If you realize that you
have not yet trusted Jesus
as your Savior, you can do
so right now by relying on
the promise of the Bible
that all who believe and
trust in Him are assured 
of everlasting life (Jn. 1:12;
5:24).

The second application
of this booklet is for those
of us who have already
trusted Christ as our Savior.
Looking at the life of Judas
may have revealed an
inclination we have to hide
our own motives under the
clothes of religion. If this is
true of you, be assured that
you’re not alone. Being a
Christian doesn’t make us
immune to the desires and
distractions of our own
hearts. What’s important 

is that we seek to be 
honest with ourselves 
and with God. 

Whenever you find
yourself straying in thought,
word, or action, confess it
to the Lord (1 Jn. 1:9). 
Then depend on the
indwelling Holy Spirit 
to live the Christian life
through you (Jn. 15:1-8;
Gal. 5:16; Eph. 5:18). 

The apostle John spoke
of the joy and opportunity
that is possible for each of
us when he wrote:

These things we write to
you that your joy may be
full. . . . God is light and
in Him is no darkness at
all. If we say that we
have fellowship with Him,
and walk in darkness, we
lie and do not practice
the truth. But if we walk
in the light as He is in the
light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the
blood of Jesus Christ His
Son cleanses us from all
sin (1 Jn. 1:4-7).
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