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introduction

The Mockery  
& Majesty of  
the Cross

Could one public scandal, military 
battle, or initiative of peace deserve 
front-page coverage on every newspaper 

that has ever been printed? The day Christ died is 
such an event. 

Nothing in all of creation or history tells us 
more about the heart of our Creator—or of our 
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own heart—than the way Jesus suffered and died. 
In this excerpt of The Path of His Passion, Bill 

Crowder reflects on the tragedy and wonder of 
that day. By showing not only the mockery of 
the cross but also its majesty, he helps us see why 
an event that doesn’t get front-page headlines 
deserves, even more, to be at the center of our 
hearts every day for the rest of our lives. 

Mart DeHaan
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one

The Anguish and 
the Glory

Crucifixion was a particularly brutal 
form of capital punishment. Devised by the 
Carthaginians hundreds of years before 

Christ, the Romans refined it to a new level of cruelty, 
prolonging the death of the condemned as long as 
possible. Anyone who witnessed death on a cross would 
think very carefully before testing the patience of Rome 
and her legions. In fact, it was so inhumane that death 
by crucifixion was not allowed as a form of execution for 
Roman citizens. 
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We must understand two key ideas presented in the 
gospel descriptions of the events of Calvary: the mockery 
of the executioner’s tool and the majesty of God’s plan of 
redemption. Both are true. Calvary was Christ’s greatest 
anguish, yet it was also the event that produced His 
greatest glory. In the first section we will see the cross of 
Jesus Christ as portrayed by the gospels as an experience 
of horror and agony. Then, in the next section, we will 
see the crucifixion of the Son of God as a display of glory 
and power and grace. 
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two

The Mockery of Calvary

Although crucifixion is portrayed graphically 
 and prophetically in Psalm 22, the gospel 
  accounts don’t describe it. Everyone living 

under the “Pax Romana” (the relatively peaceful years 
of the Roman empire) clearly understood what death on 
a cross looked like. But for us, it may be useful (though 
disturbing) to see the extent to which Christ was willing 
to go to redeem us.  

  To a Jew, crucifixion held additional revulsion . The horror 
of physical suffering on the cross was compounded by the 
stigma and spiritual curse reserved for anyone hanged on 
a tree (DEUTERONOMY 21:22-23) .
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The Torture of the Cross
There they crucified Him, and with Him two other men, 
one on either side, and Jesus in between (john 19:18).

the phYsical aspects of the crucifixion event were 
excruciating.  The cross was laid on the ground and 

the condemned stretched upon it. Historians believe that 
the nails—9 to 12 inches long—were not driven through 
the palms of the hands but rather through the spaces 
between the small bones of the wrists. This would take 
the nail through the main nerve center leading to the 
hand and prevent the individual from pulling the nail 
through the fleshy webbing of the hand and attempting 
escape. The victim’s feet were overlapped and, with 
knees slightly bent, were nailed to a small pedestal on the 
cross. The reason for this will be apparent later. Once 
the condemned was nailed to the cross, the executioners 
hoisted it up with ropes and drop it into a hole in the 
ground where the cross crashed down with a thud. Blocks 
then wedged the torture device securely in the hole. 

  The word “excruciating,” which denotes intense pain and 
suffering, derives from the Latin word for “cross.” 

All of this would have been unspeakably painful. The nails 
would have felt like flaming pokers to the nerves and muscles 
of the hands and feet. Most painful of all was the jolt the 
victim endured when the cross dropped into the hole. This 
would have resulted in a violent pulling on the victim’s 
shoulders and elbows, which often led to shoulder separations 
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and shoulder or elbow dislocations. Yet as horrifyingly 
brutal as all of this was, it was only the beginning. 

Crucifixion was a combination of devilishly sadistic 
elements. First, crucifixion ultimately meant death by 
suffocation. Due to the position of the arms, the chest 
was constricted. The only way the condemned was able 
to breathe was by pulling himself up on the nails in his 
wrists and pushing up off the nail through his feet and 
the small pedestal. This allowed the lungs to capture 
desperately needed air. The crucified could only endure 
the pain from the nails for a brief time, however. This 
is precisely why the nails were driven through the areas 
with the highest concentration of nerves. 

Only after relaxing from the pull of the nails did relief 
come, but once again breathing was a virtual impossibility. 
The pain from the nails would be slowly exacerbated by 
the exposure of so many open wounds and the resulting 
inflammation. The beatings Christ endured made His 
back raw and tattered, exposing the battered flesh to the 
rough wood of the cross. Those wounds would have been 
irritated every time He had to push Himself up and down 
on the cross to breathe. There was never an opportunity 
for rest—only the continual effort to get air into the lungs. 
Every breath came with a price tag of intense pain. For 
every relief there was the panic of the onset of suffocation. 

Added to that horrific trauma was the body’s internal 
crisis. Because the circulation of blood had been hindered 
by the damage inflicted on so many blood vessels, more 
blood was going to the brain than could be returned. This 
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caused intense pressure and unbelievable pain—cruel and 
unusual punishment indeed. The physical suffering of 
crucifixion goes beyond what the civilized mind can grasp. 

Crucifixion was a vicious death reserved for the most 
ruthless criminals. It would be a horrible way to treat 
even a rabid animal. Yet this treatment was inflicted on 
the Prince of Peace. It’s unfathomable that Christ endured 
such treatment, and it’s unnerving to think that our sin is 
so vile that this was the only way we could be redeemed. 
Yet His physical suffering, so unimaginable, was not the 
most significant aspect of His anguish. 

The Humiliation of the Cross

Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took His outer 
garments and made four parts, a part to every soldier and also 
the tunic; now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece. So 
they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for 
it, to decide whose it shall be”; this was to fulfill the Scripture: 

“tHeY diVided mY OUteR gARments AmOng tHem, And 
FOR mY ClOtHing tHeY CAst lOts” (john 19:23-24). 

As shocKing as it maY seem, the goal of crucifixion was 
 not only to inflict intense physical pain but also to 

impose as much public humiliation as possible.
In the first century, the common attire for a Jewish 

man included five pieces of clothing—shoes, turban, 
belt, loincloth, and outer tunic. The four soldiers—the 
quaternion responsible for Jesus’ execution—divided Jesus’ 
garments as their spoils for performing the task. Each took 
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a portion of clothing, but one was left, the tunic. This 
implies that even the loincloth had been taken—and the 
crucified’s last shred of human dignity with it. 

In a heartbreaking fulfillment of Psalm 22, the soldiers 
stripped Jesus naked and then gambled for His tunic. David 
had said it would be so: “I can count all My bones. They 
look and stare at Me. They divide My garments among 
them, and for My clothing they cast lots” (psalm 22:17-18 KjV).  

  In Psalm 22 we have a detailed description of crucifixion some 
600 years before it had even been invented—direct evidence of 
the prophetic inspiration of the psalm .

The phrase “I can count all My bones” indicates that 
Jesus was exposed for all to see. All of Jesus’ combined 
earthly wealth consisted of these garments, and four 
Roman soldiers were His heirs. They gambled for all they 
could get, oblivious to the fact that mere feet away Christ 
was freely giving all that He had out of love for them. 
Isaiah was right: “He was despised and forsaken of men, . . . 
He was despised, and we did not esteem Him” (isaiah 53:3). 

The Spectacle of the Cross
Sitting down, they began to keep watch over Him there 
(matt. 27:36). 

WhY did theY sit down to watch? If they were there 
to guard the scene or to prevent interference, they 

would be “standing guard” not sitting down. The scene 
is striking. Unmoved by the terrible sight of execution 
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by crucifixion, they casually observed the execution of a 
Man who had been found innocent!

  “So Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowd, ‘I find 
no fault in this Man’ ” Luke 23:4 .

These observers remind us how easily and cleverly we can 
absolve ourselves of any responsibility for our destructive 
deeds. However, it’s not even possible for us to begin to 
honor the sacrifice of the cross in our own life until we grasp 
the reality that we caused it! What do we see when we look 
upon the Christ? Do we reckon that we put Him there? This 
was the only possible antidote for the deadly virus of human 
sin and rebellion against God. Do we see Him as Savior 
and Lord, or, like the soldiers, does our gaze pass by with 
numbness that refuses to feel the weight of His agony for us?

The Mockery of the Cross
Above His head they put up the charge against Him which 
read, “tHis is JesUs tHe King OF tHe JeWs.” At that 
time two robbers were crucified with Him, one on the right 
and one on the left. And those passing by were hurling abuse 
at Him, wagging their heads and saying, “You who are 
going to destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save 
Yourself! If You are the Son of God, come down from the 
cross.” In the same way the chief priests also, along with the 
scribes and elders, were mocking Him and saying, “He saved 
others; He cannot save Himself. He is the King of Israel; let 
Him now come down from the cross, and we will believe in 
Him. He tRUsts in gOd; let gOd ResCUe Him now, iF 
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He deligHts in Him; for He said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 
The robbers who had been crucified with Him were also 
insulting Him with the same words (matt. 27:37-44).

author and BiBle teacher Warren Wiersbe writes in  
  Be Loyal that the written charge, “This is Jesus the King 

of the Jews” constituted the first gospel tract ever written. 
With that declaration of His divine identity directly before 
them, the crowd began to mock Jesus as He hung crucified 
between two thieves—dying with and being harassed by the 
very people He had come to die for. Three groups took their 
turns in taunting the Son of God, and their taunts center on 
the claims of Christ in light of His apparent helplessness.

THREE GROUPS OF MOCKERS

Passersby. They were probably not part of the crowd 
that had shouted, “Crucify Him!” The crucifixion site 
stood at a major entry point to the city of Jerusalem, and 
these were people entering the city to begin their day. Yet 
they immediately embraced the sport of tormenting the 
crucified ones.

Chief Priests, Scribes, Elders. These men formed 
the religious establishment—an institutionalized 
group of leaders who had often felt the sting of Jesus’ 
condemnation. These were supposed to be formal, 
professional men, yet Luke’s account says they “were 
sneering at Him” (23:35). In The Gospel of St. Matthew, 
Alexander Maclaren says, “What is more merciful and 
tender than true religion? What is more merciless and 
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malicious than hatred which calls itself religious!”
Thieves. At the start of the crucifixion event, both of 

the thieves join in the mockery. But as the day progresses, 
one of the thieves will see what the crowd and the soldiers 
and the religious fail to see, and he will repent and believe! 

This random gathering of personalities deteriorated into 
a crude and callous mob. Their words could be reduced to 
three clear themes. 

THREE THEMES OF MOCKERY 

They denied the power of Christ. “You who are going 
to destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save 
Yourself! If You are the Son of God, come down from the 
cross.” Their words raise the critical issue, “If you are the 
Son of God,” a statement that echoes Satan’s words during 
the testings in Matthew 4:3-6.  The crowd was working 
from the assumption that weakness kept Jesus attached to 
the cross. In actuality it was His omnipotent strength. 

  D . A . Carson writes in the Expositor’s Bible Commentary: 
“Through the passersby, Satan was still trying to get Jesus to 
evade the Father’s will and avoid further suffering .”

They denied the purpose of Christ. “He saved others; 
He cannot save Himself.” Their perspective was flawed at its 
root. It was not a matter of “cannot” but a matter of “would 
not.” They even implied (as they had in Matthew 9:3-4) that 
Satan powered His miracles, for if God powered them, that 
God of miracles would deliver Him. In spite of all the Old 
Testament prophecies and all the plain statements of Christ 
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Himself, they still did not understand why He had come.  
The unrecognized mission of Christ was not to save 

Himself; it was to give Himself—a mission being fulfilled 
before them even as they denied it. Yet there was more 
in their words. They said that they would believe if Jesus 
came down from the cross, but in fact they would not. 
This is evidenced by the fact that they did not believe 
when Lazarus had been raised from the dead (see john 11). 
No, in fact, they would not believe.

They denied the person of Christ. “let god rescue 
Him now, if he delights in him.” The chief priests 
mockingly quoted Psalm 22, which they claimed to believe 
was messianic, and used its words to attack Jesus’ relationship 
with His Father. It’s as if they were declaring, “Your Father 
has no love for you, no concern for you, no time for you!” 

David spoke prophetically of Messiah’s rejection, 
saying, “As a shattering of my bones, my adversaries revile 
me, while they say to me all day long, ‘Where is your 
God?’” (psalm 42:10). David prophesied about what would 
be most painful to the heart of the Savior. Their mockery 
took stabs at what was most precious to the Son—His 
relationship with the Father. 

What makes this all so disheartening is that their 
mockery was based on scriptural statements, yet their 
understanding of those statements was misguided. They 
looked, but never saw. They listened, but never heard. 

We don’t know how long the mocking continued, but 
it may have lasted three hours. During most of this time 
the Living Word was silent. When He finally spoke, He 
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simply said, “Father, forgive them!” This is the measure of 
the depths of divine love. He didn’t declare His innocence. 
He didn’t call for His deliverance. He didn’t destroy them 
in vengeance. The Son of God, hanging on a tree, cried in 
pity for humanity and called out for mercy for them! And 
even as He agonized, He was accomplishing what was 
necessary  to make that mercy available. 

  The writer of Hebrews reminds us that blood—of bulls and 
goats in the Old Testament, and of Jesus in the New Testament—
is required for the forgiveness of sin (HEBREWS 9:13-14,22) .

This love inspired hymnwriter Isaac Watts to pen: 

When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 
See, from His head, His hands, His feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down; 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?   

Nowhere in history do we see so clearly the capacity of 
the human heart for rebellion, hate, and wickedness. Yet, 
rising from that darkness of evil is the wondrous cross, 
which triumphantly proclaims the magnitude of the love 
of God! To gaze upon the cross is to look upon the pivotal 
point of all of human history. It is to consider the most 
dramatic display of love the world has ever seen. All eternity 
hangs on the events of that moment.
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three

The Majesty 
of Calvary

Christmas is one of the high seasons of the 
Christian faith, filled with warmth, joy, and 
goodwill. It calls us to gaze upon the Baby 

in the manger and know that peace is now possible, for 
the Prince of Peace has arrived. Filled with shepherds, a 
bright and shining star, and an angelic choir, Christmas is 
marked by light and hope. Yet hard as it is to remember, 
all the events of the first Christmas anticipated the cross. 
In one of my favorite Christmas carols, the writer clearly 
understood the reality that the Christ was “Born to die, 
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that man may live.” A disturbing, powerful, glorious truth. 
Because of the disobedience of our first parents (see 

gen. 3), all human beings are born under a death sentence. 
It is our penalty as fallen people. But death was not Jesus’ 
penalty; it was His destiny. It was His purpose statement 
for coming to the earth that first Christmas: “Born to die.” 

Now we come to that awful and awesome moment 
when the fulfillment of Christ’s mission is upon us. Now 
we see the Savior fulfilling the 
destiny that had caused Him to 
declare to Pilate, “For this I have 
been born” (john 18:37). We will 
see how the Son of God dies—in 
splendor and majesty, not in defeat 
and loss. 

The crucifixion event covers 
about six hours. During those six 
hours, the gospel writers capture 
a series of seven sayings of Christ 
from the tree of death—sometimes 
referred to as the Seven Last Words.

The first three statements are horizontal in nature, 
describing Christ’s conclusion of His dealings with 
mankind. They are characterized by:

Forgiveness: “Jesus was saying, ‘Father, forgive them; 
for they do not know what they are doing’” (luKe 23:34). 

Redemption: “He said to [the thief on the cross], ‘Truly I 
say to you, today you shall be with Me in Paradise’” (23:43). 

Compassion: “When Jesus then saw His mother, and 

The Son of God 
dies in splendor 

and majesty, 
not in defeat 

and loss.
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the disciple whom He loved standing nearby, He said to 
His mother, ‘Woman, behold, your son!’ Then He said to 
the disciple, ‘Behold, your mother!’ From that hour the 
disciple took her into his own household” (john 19:26-27). 

  Even in the middle of His pain and anguish, Jesus took 
the time to perform the duty of the oldest son in caring for 
His mother .

Having cared for those around Him,  the Savior turned 
His attention heavenward and to the ultimate task at 
hand. His final four statements engage His Father in the 
redemptive act that is occurring on the cross of Calvary. 
These statements express the spiritual aspects of Christ’s 
work as He progresses through these stages: 

Abandonment: “About the ninth hour Jesus cried out 
with a loud voice, saying, ‘eli, eli, lama saBachthani?’ 
that is, ‘mY god, mY god, WhY haVe You forsaKen me?’” 
(matt. 27:46). 

Readiness: “After this, Jesus, knowing that all things 
had already been accomplished, to fulfill the Scripture, 
said, ‘I am thirsty’” (john 19:28). 

Fulfillment: “Therefore when Jesus had received the 
sour wine, He said, ‘It is finished!’ And He bowed His 
head and gave up His spirit” (john 19:30). 

Release: “Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, 
‘Father, into Your hands i commit mY spirit.’ Having 
said this, He breathed His last” (luKe 23:46).

The charge that was placed above His head read: “this 
is jesus the King of the jeWs” (matt. 27:37). Everything 
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about His crucifixion spoke of His true majesty, not only 
as the King of the Jews but also as the King of kings. 

The Majesty of Compassion 

Therefore the soldiers did these things. But standing by 
the cross of Jesus were His mother, and His mother’s sister, 
Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When 
Jesus then saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved 
standing nearby, He said to His mother, “Woman, behold, 
your son!” Then He said to the disciple, “Behold, your 
mother!” From that hour the disciple took her into his own 
household (john 19:25-27).

notice the contrast. The soldiers, in gambling for His 
clothes, responded one way 

to the Son of Man. But the women 
responded very differently. Even in 
death, Jesus drew a line in the sand 
and separated people into groups 
based on how they identified with 
Him. The soldiers were there with 
greed and apathy, but the women 
with love and devotion. 

There were four women present, 
yet apparently they went unnoticed 
by the crowd. Their presence, 
however, was noticed by Christ. 
As He gazed down from the cross, 
whom did He see? 

Even in death, 
Jesus drew a line 
in the sand and 
separated people 

into groups 
based on how 
they identified 

with Him.
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Mary, His mother, experiencing what Simeon had 
prophesied many years before when he told her that “a 
sword will pierce even your own soul” (luKe 2:35). 

Salome, Mary’s sister (marK 15:40), apparently the wife 
of Zebedee and the mother of James and John (matt. 27:56). 

Mary, the wife of Clopas. Some scholars maintain that 
Clopas was the same name as Alphaeus. If this is accurate, 
this Mary would have been the mother of James “the Less” 
(matt. 10:3), Matthew (marK 2:14), and perhaps even Judas 
(not Iscariot). 

Mary Magdalene, whom Jesus had rescued from seven 
demons (luKe 8:2). 

Their presence shows the depth of their love for Christ.  
Jesus had strongly rebuked Salome (matt. 20:22), but she was 
still there. Yet as the Savior looked at these women at the 
foot of the cross, His attention focused on His mother Mary. 

  As striking as who was at the crucifixion is who was not 
there—the disciples . With the exception of John, none of the 
men with whom Jesus had spent the past 3 years were among the 
crowd at the cross .

At the grave of Lazarus, Jesus had wept over the tears 
of Mary and Martha; how much more must He have been 
moved by His mother’s weeping. Finally, He spoke to her, 
calling her “Woman.” In John 2:4, He had also called her 
“Woman” and told her His hour had not yet come. Now 
that hour was here, and Mary needed Him to die for her 
sins as well. 

In compassion for His mother’s loneliness and loss, 
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Jesus turned to John—the only disciple willing to stand 
with the women at the cross of the Master. It’s apparent 
that Joseph was no longer living by this time, and Jesus’ 
half-brothers did not yet believe (though they would). As 
a result, Christ entrusted Mary to one of His true family 
and guaranteed her well-being by giving her to John.   

  Of this tender care and loving compassion, James Stalker 
writes in The Trial and Death of Jesus Christ: “From the pulpit of 
the cross, Jesus preaches a sermon to all the ages on the fifth 
commandment” to honor one’s father and mother . 

In the midst of His intense sufferings, Jesus provided 
for those close to Him and, in so doing, concluded His 
horizontal conversations. With Mary’s care secured, His 
focus shifted upward to the purpose behind it all—the 
awful task of becoming the Lamb of God, the sin-bearing 
sacrifice for a lost human race. 

The Majesty of Corruption

Now from the sixth hour darkness fell upon all the land 
until the ninth hour. About the ninth hour Jesus cried out 
with a loud voice, saying, ‘eli, eli, lAmA sABACHtHAni?’ 
that is, ‘mY gOd, mY gOd, WHY HAVe YOU FORsAKen 
me?’” (matt. 27:45-46). 

The “siXth hour” (V.45) represented midday. Yet, at 
the time when the Judean sky should have been ablaze 

with light, it’s as if the light of creation itself had turned 
off. Something amazing was happening on the center cross. 



 The Majesty of Calvary    [ 23 ]

The apostle Paul later described 
it this way: “He [the Father] made 
Him [Christ] who knew no sin to 
be sin on our behalf, so that we 
might become the righteousness of 
God in Him [Christ]” (2 cor. 5:21). 

It’s what Isaiah prophesied when 
he wrote, “The lord has caused 
the iniquity of us all to fall on Him” 
(isaiah 53:6). In that awful moment, 
God chose to lay our sins on the 
sinless and pure Lamb—and both 
creation and Creator responded to 
this awful transaction. 

Nature’s Response. Matthew 
tells us: “The veil of the temple 
was torn in two from top to 

bottom; and the earth quaked, and the rocks were split” 
(27:50). It’s as if all creation groaned for redemption. But 
behind those events, God was at work. The earthquake 
caused the veil that guarded the Holy of Holies in the 
temple of Jerusalem to be torn apart, making it possible 
for all who came in Christ’s name to have “access through 
faith” (eph. 3:12) to the very presence of God. 

All of this happened as the Father was at work in the dark. 
The darkening of the sun was considered to be an emblem 
of mourning, and Jewish religious leaders felt such an event 
was somehow connected to the coming of Messiah. Yet this 
event was beyond natural explanation. It was not an eclipse, 

His focus shifted 
upward to the 
purpose behind 

it all—the awful 
task of becoming 
the Lamb of God, 
the sin-bearing 

sacrifice for a lost 
human race.
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because it occurred during the 
Passover full moon. The darkness 
was too intense to be a mere storm. 
The only reasonable explanation 
is that God did it. Perhaps He was 
allowing creation to mourn the 
death of the Creator or perhaps 
He was preventing sinful human 
eyes from watching the terrible, 
wonderful expression of grace 
offered up by Christ on the cross. 

The Father’s Response. The 
Father responded with more than 
mere darkness, however. He was 
silent—a silence that the sin-bearer, 
Jesus, received as abandonment.

Martin Luther described it by 
declaring, “God, forsaken of God, who can know it?” 

This was the plan of the ages. This was why Jesus had 
come.

Christ’s Response. God’s Son responded as well, with 
two declarations of pain directed to His Father! 

“My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” 
Here, David’s words in Psalm 22:1 put on flesh. The 
anticipation of Gethsemane had reached the horrors of 
Calvary. The unutterable sufferings of Christ were from 
the Father’s own hand! Isaiah 53:10 prophesied that all 
of this came from the Father: “The Lord was pleased to 
crush Him, putting Him to grief.”

Though He had 
never sinned, 

the anguished cry 
“My God” conveys 

the pleading 
of a desperate 

sinner. Jesus now 
experienced the 
full weight of 

isolation.
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Christ’s rejection at the hands of men was infinitely 
intensified by separation from His Father—for the first time 
in all eternity! Though He had never sinned, the anguished 
cry “My God” conveys the pleading of a desperate sinner. 
Jesus now experienced the full weight of isolation.

  When Jesus took our sins upon himself on the cross 
(2 COR . 5:21), the holiness of God would not allow the Father to 
remain in communion with Jesus . The ugliness of our sin 
forced Him to turn away from His own Son .

“I am thirsty.” John 19:28-29 tells us, “After this, Jesus, 
knowing that all things had already been accomplished, to 
fulfill the Scripture, said, ‘I am thirsty.’ A jar full of sour 
wine was standing there; so they put a sponge full of the 
sour wine upon a branch of hyssop and brought it up to 
His mouth.” 

During His ministry, Jesus had often addressed the topic 
of thirst: “Blessed are those who . . . thirst for righteousness” 
(matt. 5:6); “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me 
and drink” (john 7:37); “I was thirsty, and you gave Me 
something to drink” (matt. 25:35). What an irony—the one 
who offered living water crying out in thirst! 

When He cried out in thirst, a branch of hyssop  was 
used to bring vinegar to Him. May we suggest that He 
was not thirsty for water or vinegar but for the fellowship 
and presence of His Father to be restored to Him! He 
felt the depths of the words of Psalm 42:2, “My soul 
thirsts for God, for the living God; when shall I come 
and appear before God?” If the cry of dereliction, “My 
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God,” announced the beginnings of His sin-bearing, then 
perhaps those words represented its end. Separated by 
three hours, the words of the Son described extraordinary 
longing for the Father. 

  Hyssop was used in the Passover celebration to apply the 
blood of the lamb to the doorposts and header of the front door 
of the house (see EXODUS 12) .

Thirsty once more for the communion and fellowship of 
the Father, Jesus had paid the penalty. The suffering was 
complete. All that remained was to announce the 
victory—a victory that provided the solution for the 
problem of sin for all people. 

The Majesty of Completion

Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, 
“It is finished!” And He bowed His head and gave up His 
spirit (john 19:30). 

“It is finished!” In the Greek, it is “tetelestai”: “It is 
completed”; “I have done it!” Matthew 27:50 says that 

Jesus’ last words were cried with a loud voice—it’s a 
victory shout!

Jesus’ commitment to the Father’s plan had been 
evidenced throughout His earthly ministry, and He 
had carried that commitment all the way to the end—
“obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross” 
(phile. 2:8). “Jesus said to them, ‘My food is to do the will 
of Him who sent Me and to accomplish His work’ ” (john 
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4:34). “I glorified You on the earth, 
having accomplished the work 
which You have given Me to do” 
(john 17:4). 

He had done it all! He left no 
work unfinished, no love unshared, 
no suffering unaccomplished. 
He had completed all the Father 
had sent Him to do. Then He 
rested. But it was not the rest of 
weariness Jesus experienced; it 
was the rest of fulfillment. No 
more sacrifices would be required. 
No more ritual would need to be 
performed. As the gift of eternal 
grace, Jesus completed salvation, 
once for all—for all of us.

The Majesty of Control 

Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, “Father, intO 
YOUR HAnds i COmmit mY sPiRit.” Having said this, He 
breathed His last (luKe 23:46). 

Christ retains regal composure here. He had become 
the ransom for suffering and death—all “for the joy set 

before Him” (heB. 12:2). All that remained was for Him to 
finalize it all by dying. Yet even here, He was in control. 

At the outset of the crucifixion, Jesus turned to His 
Father in seeking pardon for sinful people. At the instant 

The suffering was 
complete. All that 

remained was 
to announce the 

victory—a victory 
that provided the 
solution for the 

problem of sin for 
all people.
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the sins of the world were placed on Him, he cried, “My 
God!” with the derelict cry of abandonment. Once 
the deed was done, He again cried, “Father!” Mission 
accomplished. Relationship restored! 

Fully aware of all that must occur, Jesus dismissed 
His spirit to the Father’s care precisely at the time of the 
afternoon sacrifice. He simply, purely, and powerfully 
fulfilled His own words of purpose, words that fully 
showed His control when He said: 

For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay 
down My life so that I may take it again. No one has 
taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own 
initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and I have 
authority to take it up again. This commandment I 
received from My Father (john 10:17-18). 

Ever submissive to the Father’s love and obedient to the 
Father’s will, now, at the end, Jesus committed His spirit 
to the Father and died. 
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four

All Because of  
the Cross

I grew up going to church. Every Sunday I sat 
and listened to things I didn’t understand. In all 
those years, I don’t remember hearing the message 

of Christ explained. Christmas was about presents, and 
Easter was a mystery, with neither day resulting in any 
spiritual impact on my life. 

As I grew, I detached myself from those moorings of 
institutional, cultural Christianity and drifted aimlessly. I 
graduated from high school and shifted churches, looking 
for answers and finding none. 

Then, in 1972, an event happened that would change 
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my life. I was working on a survey crew for a gas 
company in West Virginia. On a blustery January day, 
we were scheduled to run a survey for a core hole. The 
survey needed to begin at a US government benchmark 
on a railroad bridge abutment over a dry creek bed 
near Fort Gay. Because I had the least seniority, I had to 
climb up to the bridge while my colleagues enjoyed the 
warmth of the car. 

I don’t remember how it happened, but news reports 
indicated that the winds were gusting up to 70 miles 
per hour that day. So I assume that a gust of wind came 
roaring from the hollow behind me and knocked me 
from the bridge. I bounced off the abutment I had been 
carefully studying just moments before and landed on my 
neck in the dry creek bed 38 feet below. My co-workers 
hauled me from the ravine and took me to the hospital 
in Huntington where I spent the next week in traction, 
leading to three months of disability leave. 

During my hospitalization, I was in a four-bed ward. 
The man in the bed next to mine was older and in bad 
shape. One day, as his wife was visiting him, I could hear 
them whispering and crying. I assumed they had just 
received bad news from the doctors. How wrong I was! 
At the end of visiting hours, the wife started to leave but 
stopped by my bed. She looked down into my face, and I 
could see the tears in her eyes when she said, “My husband 
just told me what happened to you. We believe God spared 
your life because He wants to use you. We’ve been praying 
for you and will continue to pray for you.” 
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I had never considered such a thing, but lying in a 
hospital bed in traction gave me a lot of time to think. 
In the months ahead, my searching would lead me to a 
different church—one that taught the Bible; a different 
job with a Christian co-worker who encouraged me in the 
things of Christ; and a different destination. My journey 
took me to a Christian college. There, in a chapel service 
on October 12, 1973, I heard the 
gospel explained, and I embraced 
the Christ of the cross as my own. 
He had captured my heart with 
His grace, and I became a follower 
of Jesus. 

I have often looked back on my 
life, and I think of the emptiness of 
religion. But that has been replaced 
by the fullness of the cross. I have 
thought about that dear couple 
in the hospital who prayed for 
me, but that is dwarfed by the 
compassion of Calvary. I have 
thought about that co-worker who 
gently and patiently nudged me in 
the direction of faith. But that is 
almost obliterated by the patience and loving-kindness of 
the holy God who sent His Son to die on a cross because 
He was “not willing that any should perish, but that all 
(including me) should come to repentance” (see 2 peter 3:9 
nKjV). Now, more than 30 years later, I deeply value all 

I embraced the 
Christ of the cross 

as my own. 
He had captured 
my heart with 

His grace, and I 
became a follower 

of Jesus.
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those road markers along the way. But it is Christ and 
His powerful love that have given my life the meaning 
and significance it never had. All because of the cross. 
All because, in His majesty, He came to be my Savior. 
Charles Wesley put it well when he asked: 

Amazing love!  
How can it be  
That Thou, my God,  
shouldst die for me?
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