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JESUS AS SAVIOUR 

 
THE HISTORICAL JESUS 
 

Tacitus  
The Roman historian and senator Tacitus referred to Christ, his execution by 
Pontius Pilate, and the existence of early Christians in Rome in one page of his 
final work, Annals (written ca. AD 116), book 15, chapter 44.The context of the 
passage is the six-day Great Fire of Rome that burned much of the city in AD 64 
during the reign of Roman Emperor Nero. The passage is one of the earliest non-
Christian references to the origins of Christianity, the execution of Christ 
described in the canonical gospels, and the presence and persecution of Christians 
in 1st-century Rome. Scholars generally consider Tacitus' reference to the 
execution of Jesus by Pontius Pilate to be both authentic, and of historical value as 
an independent Roman source. Eddy and Boyd state that it is now "firmly 
established" that Tacitus provides a non-Christian confirmation of the crucifixion of 
Jesus. Historian Ronald Mellor has stated that the Annals is "Tacitus's crowning 
achievement" which represents the "pinnacle of Roman historical writing".[Scholars 
view it as establishing three separate facts about Rome around AD 60: (i) that 
there were a sizable number of Christians in Rome at the time, (ii) that it was 
possible to distinguish between Christians and Jews in Rome, and (iii) that at the 
time pagans made a connection between Christianity in Rome and its origin in 
Roman Judea. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tacitus_on_Christ  
 
Mara Bar-Serapion (70AD) 
Sometime after 70AD, a Syrian philosopher named Mara Bar-Serapion, writing to 
encourage his son, compared the life and persecution of Jesus with that of other 
philosophers who were persecuted for their ideas. The fact Jesus is known to be a 
real person with this kind of influence is important. Mara Bar-Serapion refers to 
Jesus as the “Wise King”: 
“What benefit did the Athenians obtain by putting Socrates to death? Famine and 
plague came upon them as judgment for their crime. Or, the people of Samos for 
burning Pythagoras? In one moment their country was covered with sand. Or the 
Jews by murdering their wise king?…After that their kingdom was abolished. God 
rightly avenged these men…The wise king…Lived on in the teachings he enacted.” 
 
Lucian of Samosata: (115-200 A.D.) 
Lucian was a Greek satirist who spoke sarcastically of Christ and Christians, but in 
the process, he did affirm they were real people and never referred to them as 
fictional characters: 
“The Christians, you know, worship a man to this day—the distinguished personage 
who introduced their novel rites, and was crucified on that account….You see, 
these misguided creatures start with the general conviction that they are immortal 
for all time, which explains the contempt of death and voluntary self-devotion 
which are so common among them; and then it was impressed on them by their 
original lawgiver that they are all brothers, from the moment that they are 
converted, and deny the gods of Greece, and worship the crucified sage, and live 
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after his laws. All this they take quite on faith, with the result that they despise all 
worldly goods alike, regarding them merely as common property.” (Lucian, The 
Death of Peregrine. 11-13) 
 
Josephus (37-101AD) 
In more detail than any other non-biblical historian, Josephus writes about Jesus in 
his “the Antiquities of the Jews” in 93AD. Josephus was born just four years after 
the crucifixion. He was a consultant for Jewish rabbis at an early age, became a 
Galilean military commander by the age of sixteen, and he was an eyewitness to 
much of what he recorded in the first century A.D. Under the rule of Roman 
emperor Vespasian, Josephus was allowed to write a history of the Jews. This 
history includes three passages about Christians, one in which he describes the 
death of John the Baptist, one in which he mentions the execution of James (and 
describes him as the brother of Jesus the Christ), and a final passage which 
describes Jesus as a wise man and the messiah. There is much legitimate 
controversy about the writing of Josephus, because the first discoveries of his 
writings are late enough to have been re-written by Christians who were accused 
of making additions to the text. So to be fair, we’ll examine a scholarly 
reconstruction stripped of Christian embellishment: 
“Now around this time lived Jesus, a wise man. For he was a worker of amazing 
deeds and was a teacher of people who gladly accept the truth. He won over both 
many Jews and many Greeks. Pilate, when he heard him accused by the leading 
men among us, condemned him to the cross, (but) those who had first loved him 
did not cease (doing so). To this day the tribe of Christians named after him has 
not disappeared” (This neutral reconstruction follows closely the one proposed by 
John Meier, A Marginal Jew: Rethinking the Historical Jesus: The Roots of the 
Problem and the Person). 
http://coldcasechristianity.com/2014/is-there-any-evidence-for-jesus-outside-the-
bible/  

 
THE NEW TESTAMENT DOCUMENTS 
 

There are presently 5,686 Greek manuscripts in existence today for the New 
Testament. If we were to compare the number of New Testament manuscripts to 
other ancient writings, we find that the New Testament manuscripts far outweigh 
the others in quantity.  

 

Author Date 
Written 

Earliest Copy Approximate Time Span 
between original & copy 

Number of 
Copies 

Accuracy of Copies 

Lucretius 
died 55 or 53 
B.C. 

  1100 yrs 2 ---- 

Pliny A.D. 61-113 A.D. 850 750 yrs 7 ---- 

Plato 427-347 B.C. A.D. 900 1200 yrs 7 ---- 

Demosthenes 4th Cent. B.C. A.D. 1100 800 yrs 8 ---- 

Herodotus 480-425 B.C. A.D. 900 1300 yrs 8 ---- 

Suetonius A.D. 75-160 A.D. 950 800 yrs 8 ---- 

Thucydides 460-400 B.C. A.D. 900 1300 yrs 8 ---- 

Euripides 480-406 B.C. A.D. 1100 1300 yrs 9 ---- 

Aristophanes 450-385 B.C. A.D. 900 1200 10 ---- 

http://www.amazon.com/Marginal-Jew-Rethinking-Historical-Problem/dp/0385264259/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1398945286&sr=8-1&keywords=john+meier+marginal+jew
http://www.amazon.com/Marginal-Jew-Rethinking-Historical-Problem/dp/0385264259/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1398945286&sr=8-1&keywords=john+meier+marginal+jew
http://coldcasechristianity.com/2014/is-there-any-evidence-for-jesus-outside-the-bible/
http://coldcasechristianity.com/2014/is-there-any-evidence-for-jesus-outside-the-bible/
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Caesar 100-44 B.C. A.D. 900 1000 10 ---- 

Livy 59 BC-AD 17 ---- ??? 20 ---- 

Tacitus circa A.D. 100 A.D. 1100 1000 yrs 20 ---- 

Aristotle 384-322 B.C. A.D. 1100 1400 49 ---- 

Sophocles 496-406 B.C. A.D. 1000 1400 yrs 193 ---- 

Homer (Iliad) 900 B.C. 400 B.C. 500 yrs 643 95% 

New 
Testament 

1st Cent. A.D. 
(A.D. 50-100) 

2nd Cent. A.D. 
(c. A.D. 130 f.) 

less than 100 years 5600 
99.5% 
 
 

 

As you can see, there are thousands more New Testament Greek manuscripts than 
any other ancient writing.  The internal consistency of the New Testament 
documents is about 99.5% textually pure.  That is an amazing accuracy.  In 
addition, there are over 19,000 copies in the Syriac, Latin, Coptic, and Aramaic 
languages.  The total supporting New Testament manuscript base is over 24,000. 
Almost all biblical scholars agree that the New Testament documents were all 
written before the close of the First Century.  If Jesus was crucified in A.D. 30., 
then that means the entire New Testament was completed within 70 years. This is 
important because it means there were plenty of people around when the New 
Testament documents were penned--people who could have contested the 
writings.  In other words, those who wrote the documents knew that if they were 
inaccurate, plenty of people would have pointed it out.  But, we have absolutely 
no ancient documents contemporary with the First Century that contest the New 
Testament texts. 
 
Furthermore, another important aspect of this discussion is the fact that we have a 
fragment of the gospel of John that dates back to around 29 years from the 
original writing (John Rylands Papyri A.D. 125).  This is extremely close to the 
original writing date.  This is simply unheard of in any other ancient writing, and it 
demonstrates that the Gospel of John is a First Century document. 
Below is a chart with some of the oldest extant New Testament manuscripts 
compared to when they were originally penned.  Compare these time spans with 
the next closest, which is Homer's Iliad, where the closest copy from the original is 
500 years later.  Undoubtedly, that period of time allows for more textual 
corruption in its transmission.  How much less so for the New Testament 
documents? 

 

Important 
Manuscript 
Papyri 

Contents Date 
Original 
Written 

MSS 
Date 

Approx. 
Time 
Span 

Location 

p52 
(John Rylands 
Fragment)3 

John 18:31-33, 37-38 
circa 
A.D. 96 

circa 
A.D. 
125 

29 yrs 
John Rylands Library, 
Manchester, England 

P46 
(Chester Beatty 
Papyrus) 

Rom. 5:17-6:3, 5-14; 8:15-25, 27-35; 
10:1-11, 22, 24-33, 35; 16:1-23, 25-
27; Heb.; 1 & 2 Cor., Eph., Gal., Phil., 
Col.; 1 Thess. 1:1, 9-10; 2:1-3; 5:5-9, 
23-28 

50's-70's 
circa 
A.D. 
200 

Approx. 
150 yrs 

Chester Beatty Museum, 
Dublin & Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, University of 
Michigan library 

https://carm.org/manuscript-evidence#footnote3_kb3lol3
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%2018.31-33
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%2018.37-38
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom.%205.17-6.3
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom%205.5-14
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom%208.15-25
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom%208.27-35
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom%2010.1-11
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom%2010.22
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom%2010.24-33
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom%2010.35
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom%2016.1-23
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom%2016.25-27
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Rom%2016.25-27
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Thess.%201.1
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Thess%201.9-10
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Thess%202.1-3
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Thess%205.5-9
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/1%20Thess%205.23-28
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P66 
(Bodmer Papyrus) 

John 1:1-6:11, 35-14:26; fragment of 
14:29-21:9 

70's 
circa 
A.D. 
200 

Approx. 
130 yrs 

Cologne, Geneva 

P67 Matt. 3:9,15; 5:20-22, 25-28   
circa 
A.D. 
200 

Approx. 
130 yrs 

Barcelona, Fundacion San 
Lucas Evangelista, P. Barc.1 

 

If the critics of the Bible dismiss the New Testament as reliable information, then 
they must also dismiss the reliability of the writings of Plato, Aristotle, Caesar, 
Homer, and the other authors mentioned in the chart at the beginning of the 
paper. On the other hand, if the critics acknowledge the historicity and writings of 
those other individuals, then they must also retain the historicity and writings of 
the New Testament authors; after all, the evidence for the New Testament's 
reliability is far greater than the others.  The Christian has substantially superior 
criteria for affirming the New Testament documents than he does for any other 
ancient writing.  It is good evidence on which to base the trust in the reliability of 
the New Testament. 

https://carm.org/manuscript-evidence 

See also http://www.bethinking.org/is-the-bible-reliable/archaeology-and-the-
historical-reliability-of-the-new-testament  

 
THE FORETELLING OF JESUS’ COMING 
 

Isaiah foreshadowed the virgin birth of Jesus 
 
ISAIAH 7:14 
‘Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and 
will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.’ 
Prophecy written: Between 701-681 BC 
Prophecy fulfilled: About 5 BC 
 
In Isaiah 7:14, the prophet Isaiah addresses the "house of David," meaning the 
family and descendants of King David, and speaks of a virgin being pregnant with a 
child, and giving birth to the child. Isaiah says this in the context of it being a sign 
from God. He also says that the child would be referred to as "Immanuel," which 
means, "God with us." The New Testament books of Matthew and Luke record 
details involving the birth of Jesus, who was born about 700 years after the time of 
Isaiah, saying that he was born of the virgin Mary and is the Son of God. Because 
he is the Son of God, Jesus literally can be referred to as "God with us." 
 
The Messiah would be born in Bethlehem 
 
MICAH 5:1-2 
‘Marshal your troops, O city of troops, for a siege is laid against us. They will 
strike Israel's ruler on the cheek with a rod. But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one 
who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.’ 

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%201.1-6.11
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John%201.35-14
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt.%203.9
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%203.15
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%205.20-22
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matt%205.25-28
https://carm.org/dictionary-bible
https://carm.org/manuscript-evidence
http://www.bethinking.org/is-the-bible-reliable/archaeology-and-the-historical-reliability-of-the-new-testament
http://www.bethinking.org/is-the-bible-reliable/archaeology-and-the-historical-reliability-of-the-new-testament
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Prophecy written: Sometime between 750-686 BC 
Prophecy fulfilled: About 5 BC 
 
In Micah 5:2, there is a prophecy that reveals that Bethlehem would be the 
birthplace of the Messiah. As pointed out in the book, 100 Prophecies, by George 
Konig and Ray Konig: "The prophecy is effective in a simple way: It eliminates all 
other cities and towns throughout the world as a place in which the Messiah could 
be born. It narrows the possibilities to one tiny village just south of Jerusalem." 
And throughout the span of the past 27 centuries, from the days of the prophet 
Micah up through the present time, Bethlehem is credited as being the birthplace 
for only one person who is widely known throughout the world. And that person is 
Jesus Christ. The New Testament books of Matthew and Luke name the town of 
Bethlehem as the birthplace of Jesus. Matthew 2:1-6 describes the birth of Jesus 
as the fulfillment of Micah's prophecy. "The King Messiah... from where does he 
come forth? From the royal city of Bethlehem in Judah." - Jerusalem Talmud, 
Berakoth 5a. 
 
The Messiah would come from the tribe of Judah 
 
GENESIS 49:10 
‘The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his 
feet, until he comes to whom it belongs and the obedience of the nations is his.’ 
Prophecy written: As early as 1400 BC 
Prophecy fulfilled: About 5 BC 
 
In Genesis 49:10, Jacob is blessing his 12 sons. This blessing was also a prophecy. 
Jacob told his son Judah that his descendants would be rulers and that one of his 
descendants will be an ultimate ruler. According to the NIV translation: "The 
scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, 
until he comes to whom it belongs and the obedience of the nations is his." 
Christians acknowledge that this is a reference to Jesus Christ, whose kingdom will 
have no end. Jesus was born about 2000 years after Jacob died. Jesus' ancestry is 
traced back to Jacob's son, Judah, in Luke 3:23-34 and in Matthew 1:1-16.  
 
Nations would seek the counsel of Jesse's descendant 
 
ISAIAH 11:1-10  
‘A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear 
fruit. The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him-- the Spirit of wisdom and of 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of 
the fear of the LORD and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. He will not judge 
by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears;  
but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions 
for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with 
the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. Righteousness will be his belt and 
faithfulness the sash around his waist. The wolf will live with the lamb, the 
leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling 
together; and a little child will lead them. The cow will feed with the bear, their 
young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox.  The infant 
will play near the hole of the cobra, and the young child put his hand into the 
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viper's nest.They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the 
earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. In 
that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will 
rally to him, and his place of rest will be glorious.’  
Prophecy written: Between 701-681 BC 
Prophecy fulfilled: By the birth of Jesus over 2000 years ago. 
 
In Isaiah 11:1-10, the prophet Isaiah speaks of a ruler who would be a descendant 
of Jesse. Jesse was the father of ancient Israel's great King David. This descendant 
would rule with true justice and true faith, and he would establish true peace. 
This peace would be so great that even wild animals would be able to lie down 
next to one another. This descendant would also become a standard for people 
throughout the world. And, this descendant would be sought by people throughout 
the world. This is an important prophecy for Christians because we believe that 
Jesus is the fulfilment of this Old Testament promise. Jesus, as explained in the 
New Testament, is a descendant of Jesse. And Jesus has become a standard for 
peoples throughout the world. In fact, Christianity is the first religion to spread to 
every country in the world. The words of Jesus, which speak of true justice, true 
faith and true peace, have been taught to people in every country in the world. 
We Christians also believe that Jesus will return in the future to establish a 
kingdom on earth, a kingdom of justice and righteousness. There is an ancient 
Hebrew text, called the Targum Jonathan, in which Rabbis sought to interpret 
passages of the Old Testament scriptures. The Targum Jonathan shows that at 
least some of the ancient Rabbis believed that the message contained in Isaiah 
11:1-10 was a reference to a Messiah. Here is an excerpt from the Targum 
Jonathan: "And there shall go forth a King from the Sons of Jesse, and the Messiah 
shall be anointed from his children's children." Jesse was the father of King David. 
But the Messiah would be a descendant of Jesse, specifically through his son David. 
 
The Messiah would be a descendant of King David 
 
JEREMIAH 23:5 
"The days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will raise up to David a 
righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the 
land. 
Prophecy written: Sometime between 626-586 BC 
Prophecy fulfilled: By the birth of Jesus about 2000 years ago. 
 
In Jeremiah 23:5, as well as in other Bible prophecies, we are told that the Messiah 
would be a descendant of King David. The New Testament books of Matthew and 
Luke trace back Jesus' genealogy to King David. (Some scholars believe that the 
genealogy in Matthew is Jesus' legal line, through his adoptive father, Joseph, and 
that the genealogy in Luke is Jesus' bloodline through Mary). 
http://www.100prophecies.org/page2.htm  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.100prophecies.org/page2.htm
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THE UNIQUENESS OF JESUS 
 

JOHN 14:6 
Jesus said to him, “I am (1) the way (2), and the truth (3), and the life (4). No 
one comes to the Father except through Me.” 
 
(1) Ego eimi - Only the context indicates whether the present tense also has 

"timeless" implications. For example, (eimí) is aptly used in Christ's great "I 
am" (ego eimi  . . . ) that also include His eternality (self-existent life) as our 
life, bread, light," etc. See John 7:34, 8:58, etc. John 14:6: "I am (eimí) the 
way, the truth and the life." Here (eimí) naturally accords with the fact Christ 
is eternal – meaning "I am (was, will be)." The "I am formula (Gk egō eimi)" 
harks back to God's only name, "Yahweh" ("the lord" in the Old Testament) – 
meaning "He who always was, is, and will be." Compare John 8:58 with Exodus 
3:14. See also Revelation 4:8 and kýrios ("Lord"). 

(2) Hodos - a way, road, journey, path 
(3) Alétheia - truth, but not merely truth as spoken; truth of idea, reality, 

sincerity, truth in the moral sphere, divine truth revealed to man, 
straightforwardness. ‘I am he in whom the truth is summed up and 
impersonated.’ 

(4) Zóé - life, both of physical (present) and of spiritual (particularly future) 
existence. "a life active and vigorous, devoted to God, blessed, the portion 
even in this world of those who put their trust in Christ, but after the 
resurrection to be consummated by new accessions (among them a more 
perfect body), and to last forever" 

 
“I am the way and the truth and the life” is one of the seven “I Am” statements of 
Jesus. On the last night before His betrayal and death, Jesus was preparing His 
disciples for the days ahead. For over three years, these men had been following 
Jesus and learning from His teaching and example. They had placed their hopes in 
Him as the Messiah, the promised deliverer, yet they still didn’t understand how 
He was going to accomplish that deliverance. After the Last Supper, Jesus began 
speaking about His departure, which led to questions from His disciples. 
 
In John 13:33, Jesus said, “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You 
will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, 
you cannot come.” This prompted Peter to ask where He was going (verse 36). 
Peter and the others did not understand that Jesus was speaking of His death and 
ascension to Heaven. Jesus’ response was, “Where I am going, you cannot follow 
now, but you will follow later.” Peter was still misunderstanding and declared that 
he would follow Jesus anywhere and even lay down His life if necessary. As Jesus 
patiently continued to teach His disciples, He began speaking more plainly about 
Heaven, describing the place He was going to prepare for them (John 14:2–3). 
Then Jesus said, “You know the way to the place where I am going” (verse 4). 
Speaking for the others, Thomas said they did not know where He was going, so 
how could they know how to follow Him there? It was in answer to this question 
that Jesus uttered one of the seven famous “I am” statements. 
 
I am – In the Greek language, “I am” is a very intense way of referring to oneself. 

http://www.gotquestions.org/Last-Supper.html
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2013.33
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2014.2%E2%80%933
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It would be comparable to saying, “I myself, and only I, am.” Several other times 
in the Gospels we find Jesus using these words. In Matthew 22:32 Jesus quotes 
Exodus 3:6, where God uses the same intensive form to say, “I am the God of 
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” In John 8:58, Jesus said, 
“Truly, truly I say unto you, before Abraham was, I am.” The Jews clearly 
understood Jesus to be calling Himself God because they took up stones to stone 
Him for committing blasphemy in equating Himself with God. In Matthew 28:20, as 
Jesus gave the Great Commission, He gave it emphasis by saying, “I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” When the soldiers came seeking Jesus in the 
garden the night before His crucifixion, He told them, “I am he,” and His words 
were so powerful that the soldiers fell to the ground (John 18:4–6). These words 
reflect the very name of God in Hebrew, Yahweh, which means “to be” or “the 
self-existing one.” It is the name of power and authority, and Jesus claimed it as 
His own. 
 
The way – Jesus used the definite article to distinguish Himself as “the only way.” 
A way is a path or route, and the disciples had expressed their confusion about 
where He was going and how they could follow. As He had told them from the 
beginning, Jesus was again telling them (and us) “follow me.” There is no other 
path to Heaven, no other way to the Father. Peter reiterated this same truth years 
later to the rulers in Jerusalem, saying about Jesus, “Salvation is found in no one 
else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must 
be saved” (Acts 4:12). The exclusive nature of the only path to salvation is 
expressed in the words “I am the way.” 
 
The truth – Again Jesus used the definite article to emphasize Himself as “the only 
truth.” Psalm 119:142 says, “Your law is the truth.” In the Sermon on the Mount, 
Jesus reminded His listeners of several points of the Law, then said, “But I say 
unto you . . .” (Matthew 5:22, 28, 32, 34, 39, 44), thereby equating Himself with 
the Law of God as the authoritative standard of righteousness. In fact, Jesus said 
that He came to fulfil the Law and the prophets (Matthew 5:17). Jesus, as the 
incarnate Word of God (John 1:1) is the source of all truth. 
 
The life – Jesus had just been telling His disciples about His impending death, and 
now He was claiming to be the source of all life. In John 10:17–18, Jesus declared 
that He was going to lay down His life for His sheep, and then take it back again. 
He spoke of His authority over life and death as being granted to Him by the 
Father. In John 14:19, He gave the promise that “because I live, you also will live.” 
The deliverance He was about to provide was not a political or social deliverance 
(which most of the Jews were seeking), but a true deliverance from a life of 
bondage to sin and death to a life of freedom in eternity. 
 
In these words, Jesus was declaring Himself the great “I Am,” the only path to 
heaven, the only true measure of righteousness, and the source of both physical 
and spiritual life. He was staking His claim as the very God of Creation, the Lord 
who blessed Abraham, and the Holy One who inhabits eternity. He did this so the 
disciples would be able to face the dark days ahead and carry on the mission of 
declaring the gospel to the world. Of course, we know from Scripture that they 
still didn’t understand, and it took several visits from their risen Lord to shake 
them out of their disbelief. Once they understood the truth of His words, they 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2022.32
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod%203.6
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%208.58
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2028.20
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2018.4%E2%80%936
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%204.12
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20119.142
http://www.gotquestions.org/sermon-on-the-mount.html
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%205.22
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%205.28
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%205.32
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%205.34
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%205.39
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%205.44
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%205.17
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.1
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.17%E2%80%9318
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2014.19
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became changed people, and the world has never been the same. 
 
http://www.gotquestions.org/way-truth-life.html  
 
 Jesus claimed to be God. No religious figure in history has made such a claim. 

Not Mohammed, Buddha, or Confucius. Not even Abraham or Moses, who are 
accepted as prophets and great men by all three major world religions (Islam, 
Judaism, Christianity) ever claimed to be God. Many have claimed to know the 
way to God, or have tried to show the way to God, but none have claimed to be 
the one and only way to God.5  

 Jesus performed miracles. John, the beloved disciple, weaves seven “signs” 
(i.e., miracles) throughout his gospel to demonstrate beyond the shadow of a 
reasonable doubt that Jesus is God. No one has pulled off the miracles of Jesus. 
Many have tried and Satan performs counterfeit miracles, but no one has 
changed water to wine, calmed the wind and the waves, or brought the dead 
back to life.  

 Jesus never sinned. He never withdrew or modified any statement He ever 
made. He never apologized. He never needed to ask anyone to pray for Him. He 
never succumbed to any temptation. Jesus was and is God! As humanly 
impressive as many religious leaders have been, none of them are without sin.  

 Jesus came do die. The mission of Jesus was to die on the cross for 
humankind. This was His passion; his entire life was pointed toward the cross. 
No other religious leader ever sought to die a death of crucifixion for his or her 
followers. Jesus was the ultimate example of a selfless, sacrificial servant 
leader.  

 Jesus rose from the dead. After spending the better part of three days in a 
tomb, Jesus rose from the dead demonstrating that He was God (cf. Romans 
1:4). Those who have attempted to disprove Christianity have done so by 
attempting to disprove the resurrection. But many of these people have instead 
become convinced that Jesus did indeed rise from the dead! There are 
countless testimonies of changed lives that have occurred by coming to grips 
with Christ’s resurrection. This is why the resurrection of Christ is one of the 
cardinal doctrines of Christianity. If Jesus did not rise from the dead, let’s eat, 
drink, and be merry (1 Corinthians 15). If Christ’s resurrection is merely a 
spiritual resurrection, stop reading this sermon right now! Christianity rises or 
falls on whether or not Jesus rose. 

www.keepbelieving.com/sermon/2005-07-31-Is-Jesus-the-Only-Way-to-Heaven/ 
 
ACTS 4:12 
‘Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 
to mankind by which we must be saved.’ 
 
It is in this name and this name only—the name of Jesus – that men must be saved. 
There is salvation in no other name. If … men would be saved, they must repent; 
they must change their minds about Jesus. They must embrace Him as God’s 
Messiah and trust in Him for salvation. To reject Jesus, therefore, is to reject 
God’s only means of salvation. To reject Jesus is to embrace eternal damnation. 
Here is true authority. 
 
https://bible.org/seriespage/8-first-opposition-acts-41-31  

http://www.gotquestions.org/way-truth-life.html
https://bible.org/seriespage/5-scandal-christianity-john-146#P16_5845
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
http://www.keepbelieving.com/sermon/2005-07-31-Is-Jesus-the-Only-Way-to-Heaven/
https://bible.org/seriespage/8-first-opposition-acts-41-31
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1 TIMOTHY 2:5-6A 
‘For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ 
Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all people.’ 

 

WHAT MAKES JESUS UNIQUE TO YOU? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PURPOSE FOR COMING 
 

MATTHEW 9:35 
‘And went about Jesus to all the cities and the villages teaching in the synagogues 
of them and preaching the Good News (Gospel) of the Kingdom and healing every 
disease and every illness.’  
 
MATTHEW 20:28  
‘Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to give the life 
of Him as a ransom for many.’  
 
Not everyone will accept Jesus’ death, so it is only for those who do, hence the 
use of the word ‘many’ (‘polus’ in Greek.  The reason for giving His life as a 
ransom is explained later. 
 
LUKE 4:18 
‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me on account of which, He anointed me to 
proclaim good news to the poor, He has sent me to proclaim release to the 
captives and to the blind the recovery of sight to send forth ones having been 
oppressed into freedom. To preach the year of the Lord’s favour.’ 
 
Jesus had the Spirit (explained later) upon Him, after His baptism in the Sea of 
Galilee by John the Baptist; it was the Spirit who told Him what to do in a sense, 
like similarly, the Spirit was the link between Him and the Father, and hence He 
knew the Father’s will. 
 
God had ‘appointed’ or ‘chosen’ Jesus to take the Good News (the Gospel) to the 
following groups of people: 
 
a) Evangelise the poor (representing those on the ‘fringe’ of society, particularly 

those who had nothing materially); 
b) Proclaim release of the captives (representing those who were ‘slaves’, 

literally or metaphorically, to someone or something);  
c) Give the blind their sight (representing those who are disabled in one form or 

another – physically, mentally or spiritually); 
d) Release those who have been oppressed (representing those who ‘bound’ to 

satan (the devil) in some way). 
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The ‘Gospel’ meant bringing ‘wholeness’ to all the above people, showing God 
cares about everyone, whatever their situation is in life. 
 
And to announce the year of the Lord’s favour – the beginning of the journey 
towards when Jesus re-establishes our relationship with God through His physical 
death on the Cross and His physical resurrection three days later. 
 
LUKE 4:43 
‘But He said to them it is necessary for Me to also evangelise the other cities for 
the Kingdom of God because for this purpose I was sent.’ 
 
Jesus could not stay in one place as He wanted to make sure that all the Jews in 
this area had an opportunity to hear the Good News. 
 
LUKE 18:26, 27 
‘But said the ones having heard and who is able to be saved and He said the 
things impossible with men are possible with God.’  
 
The Disciples had asked Jesus who could be saved because from what He said, it 
appeared no-one could, but Jesus said with God, it is possible.  This passage also 
says that salvation comes from God alone, Man cannot save himself. 
 
LUKE 19:9 
‘..today salvation to this house came……for came the Son of Man to seek and 
save the lost.’ 
 
Jesus wants all of us to be ‘saved’, to be restored in our relationship with God, 
but we have to be willing to receive this gift of salvation (this deliverance from 
the ‘wrath’ of God).  We are ‘lost’ in that we have gone the wrong ‘way’ in life, 
instead of following and obeying Jesus. 
 
JOHN 1:29 
‘…the Lamb of God (is) the one taking away the sin of the World.’ 
 
Jesus was called the ‘Lamb of God’ because He came to sacrifice His life as an 
offering for our ‘sins’.  In Jewish tradition, a lamb was sacrificed at the annual 
Passover festival as a representative offering of our lives for our sins, which God 
accepted and thus people were forgiven.  Jesus, by dying, dies for all our sins 
once and for all time. 

 

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT THAT JESUS CAME WHEN HE DID? 
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KINGDOM OF GOD 
 

From the Old Testament to the New 
 
The Old Testament ends on a note of expectation —the return of Elijah the 
prophet who would soften the hearts of the people to obey the Law of Moses in 
conformity with Israel’s calling as God’s holy nation (Mal. 4:4-6). However, four 
hundred long years pass before Israel hears any word from God. During this time, 
the Persians, the Greeks and the Romans all ruled over Israel in Palestine. The 
apocryphal books were written and the apocalyptic prophets preached. But no 
authentic prophet arose to bring a good word from God. 
 
Finally, the deafening silence was shattered by the strong voice of John the 
Baptist — the promised forerunner of Messiah who was also the new Elijah (Matt. 
3:3; 11:14; Mark 1:2-3; 9:13; Luke 3:4-6). John the Baptist made this startling, but 
exciting announcement: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matt. 
3:2)! At long last, God was at work again! He was about to do something new! 
Indeed He was! What He was about to do was to fulfill the redemptive hope of the 
Old Testament through the inauguration of the Kingdom of God in the person of 
His own virgin-born Son, Jesus Christ. The time had finally come. The offspring of 
the woman who would bring redemption to the earth was at hand. The covenants 
of promise were about to be fulfilled. God’s redeeming rule was about to break 
into the world! This is what the story of Jesus and the New Testament is all about! 
At the heart of this story is the concept of the Kingdom of God. 
 
Views of the Kingdom 
 
Bible scholars agree that “the Kingdom of God was the central message of 
Jesus.”[1] The Biblical evidence for this is quite clear. For example, the gospel of 
Mark introduces Jesus and His mission with these words: “And after John had been 
taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, and 
saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and 
believe in the gospel’” (Mark 1:13-14). Matthew’s summary of Jesus’ ministry is 
similar: “And Jesus was going about in all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, 
and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and 
every kind of sickness among the people” (Matt. 4:23). Luke chimes in on the same 
note with this comment: “But He [Jesus] said to them, "I must preach the kingdom 
of God to the other cities also, for I was sent for this purpose” (Luke 4:43). These 
three verses are unanimous: the Kingdom was at the heart of Jesus’ purpose on 
earth. 
 
Unfortunately, however, scholarly accord ends here. There is little if any 
agreement about what the Kingdom is or how it should be defined. There is not 
much understanding about its identity among the rank and file in our churches 
either. Some believe that God’s Kingdom is the same as heaven. Catholics (and 
some Protestants) tend to equate it with the institutional church (so the phrase 
“Kingdom work” means “church work”). Pietists locate the Kingdom of God in the 
heart and connect it with the spiritual life. Liberal Christians associate God’s 
Kingdom with social reform (as in the social gospel). Others still believe that the 

file:///C:/Users/Stephen/Desktop/Naugle%20Worldview%2013.doc%23_edn1
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Kingdom is still future and will be established for the Jews during the 1000 year 
reign of Jesus on the earth. 
 
Obviously there is not much agreement or clarity these days about the Biblical 
concept of the Kingdom. In order to shed some light on this subject, let’s do our 
best to see how the Bible answers several important questions about the 
definition, timing, and nature of this crucial theme. 
 
What is the Kingdom of God? 
 
The Hebrew word for kingdom is malkut and its Greek counterpart is basileia. Both 
terms primarily mean “rule” or “reign.” Only secondarily do they denote a realm, 
sphere, or territory over which a rule or reign is exercised. Both terms have a 
dynamic or active meaning, and refer to the exercise of God’s power, dominion, 
or sovereignty. 
 
This is clear in the Old Testament, particularly in the poetry of the Psalms where 
parallel lines clarify what the term “kingdom” means. For example, Psalm 22:28 
says, “For the kingdom is the Lord’s, and He rules over all.” Similarly, Psalm 
103:19 states, “The Lord has established His throne [kingdom] in the heavens, and 
His sovereignty rules over all.” Psalm 145:11 declares, “They shall speak of the 
glory of Thy kingdom, and talk of Thy power.” Here kingdom is associated with the 
ideas of God’s rule, sovereignty, and power. 
 
The New Testament term means the same thing. When we pray, “Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven (Matt. 6:10),” we are asking 
God to exert His authority in the world so that His purposes are achieved. In Jesus’ 
parable about “A certain nobleman who went to a distant country to receive a 
kingdom,” those over whom he was to rule said: “We do not want this man to 
reign over us” (Luke 19:12, 14). In Colossians 1:13, Paul teaches that redemption 
amounts to an exchange of rulers over our lives, stating that God has delivered us 
believers “from the authority of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of His 
beloved Son.” 
 
Thus, the NT nuance for kingdom in these verses connect it with the exertion of 
God’s will, the act of ruling or reigning, the exercise of authority. 
So, then, from this brief study, we see that the expression “Kingdom of God” does 
not refer to heaven or the church or the heart or to moral reform or to a future 
realm. Rather it refers to the active, dynamic exercise of God’s rule, authority, 
dominion, and power in the world! So when John the Baptist announced that the 
Kingdom of God was at hand, he meant that God’s rule was just about to break 
into the world through the Messiah. When Jesus Christ Himself preached and 
proclaimed the Gospel of the Kingdom of God, He meant that in and by Himself, 
God was exercising His power and authority in a redemptive way against all the 
evil in the world! 
 
In short, the Kingdom of God is the rule of God manifested in Christ to bring 
redemption to the earth. No wonder the Kingdom is the central theme of the New 
Testament! 
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The big “Kingdom” picture 
This makes good sense when we step back and take a look at the big picture. As we 
have seen, God established His Kingdom at creation. He was the ruler over His 
world and the people He had made. But His Kingdom was attacked and overtaken 
by the authority of Satan when humanity fell into sin. Ever since, God has been at 
work to reassert His rightful rule over the earth and to take it and His people back 
from the powers of sin, death, and Satan. In fulfillment of the covenants of 
redemption established by God in the Old Testament, the decisive moment in this 
war of all wars took place when God’s Kingdom arrived in and through the person 
and work of Jesus Christ who entered into conflict with and defeated God’s 
enemies. Those who now submit to Christ’s redeeming rule through faith are 
restored to God and become new creatures in Him. They anticipate the completion 
of His redemptive work at His second advent when the whole creation will be 
restored as God’s Kingdom and made new. 
 
So the scenario is this: God’s Kingdom rule was established at creation; It was 
attacked by Satan at the fall; now it is being restored on earth through the life 
and ministry of Jesus Christ who defeats Satan, death, and sin! No wonder He 
taught us to pray in this way: “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth, as it 
is in heaven!” 
Now let us press on to learn more about the timing of God’s Kingdom. 
 
When is the Kingdom of God?  
 
Has God’s kingly rule and authority already come into the world? Or is it still 
future? Or is there some sense in which it is both present and future? The teaching 
of the New Testament is clear: The Kingdom is both “already” but “not yet.” It has 
come, and yet it is coming. It is both present and future. Let’s examine the 
Biblical evidence for this point of view. 
 
The presence of the Kingdom of God 
  
Several verses in the New Testament teach that God’s rule has broken into human 
history to deliver men and women from the power of sin, death, and Satan. 
Matthew 12:28-29 is a case in point: 
 
“But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom [read: redeeming 
rule] of God has come upon you. Or how can anyone enter the strong man's house 
and carry off his property, unless he first binds the strong man? And then he will 
plunder his house.” In the context of these verses, Jesus had been accused by the 
Pharisees of casting out demons by Beelzebub, the prince of the demons. 
Nonsense, Jesus said. Any kingdom divided against itself cannot stand. 
 
Contrariwise, the fact that He exorcised demons by the power of God’s Spirit was 
proof positive that God’s redeeming rule had come upon them! In Christ, God was 
acting in kingly power to deliver those possessed by demons. When a person was so 
delivered, this was a clear sign of the victory of God’s rule in the world over Satan 
and his minions. In fact, as verse 29 above points out, this is what Jesus’ ministry 
was all about: binding the “strong man” Satan through the exercise of His 
sovereign power (see also 1 John 3:8). Once Satan is bound, Jesus will “carry off 
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his property” and “plunder his house,” that is, take back the people who rightfully 
belong to Him. In short, Jesus’ exorcisms demonstrate the mighty presence of the 
Kingdom of God delivering people from the power of evil! 
 
Another passage that indicates the presence of God’s kingship is Luke 17: 20-21. 
Now having been questioned by the Pharisees as to when the kingdom of God was 
coming, He answered them and said, "The kingdom of God is not coming with signs 
to be observed; nor will they say, 'Look, here it is!' or, 'There it is!' For behold, the 
kingdom of God is in your midst. " 
 
Like many in Israel, the Pharisees were looking forward to the arrival of God’s 
kingly rule in the world. But when would it come, they asked? Jesus makes two 
very important points in His response to their inquiry. One, and contrary to 
standard Jewish expectation, God’s kingship would not come apocalyptically with 
great signs and wonders that people could see; instead it must be coming in some 
secret or hidden way. Two, this invisible Kingdom was not a future thing at all, but 
was already in their midst. Undoubtedly, Jesus was referring to Himself as the 
embodiment of God’s sovereignty that had come into the world to destroy the 
malicious works of God’s enemies. As a matter of fact, God’s Kingdom power and 
authority was present in Jesus and demonstrated in His every word and in His 
every deed. Over against falsehood and error, He taught truth, and His powerful 
teaching was proof positive of the Kingdom’s presence. Over against disease, death 
and demonic possession, He healed, resurrected, and delivered, and His miracles 
were also powerful proofs positive of the kingdom’s presence. From start to finish, 
Jesus’ entire life and ministry was the expression of God’s mighty rule that had 
broken into history to deliver the creation and its human inhabitants from the 
curse of sin and death. The rule of God was in Jesus. He was, as ancient church 
theologians believed, the Autobasileia, Himself the Kingdom! 
 
Hence, in the book of Acts, when the apostles preach Jesus, they preach the 
kingdom and when they preach the kingdom, they preach Jesus!  
 
ACTS 8:12 
‘But when they [the people of Samaria] believed Philip preaching the good news 
about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were being 
baptized, men and women alike.’  
 
ACTS 28:23 
‘And when they [Roman Jews} had set a day for him [Paul], they came to him at 
his lodging in large numbers; and he was explaining to them by solemnly testifying 
about the kingdom of God, and trying to persuade them concerning Jesus, from 
both the Law of Moses and from the Prophets, from morning until evening.’ 
 
ACTS 28:31 
‘And he stayed two full years in his own rented quarters, and was welcoming all 
who came to him’ 
 
The disciples were preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching concerning the 
Lord Jesus Christ with all openness, unhindered. 
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Thus we conclude that the New Testament teaches that the Kingdom of God has 
already come! But it also affirms that it is not yet. The Kingdom of God has come 
and is coming! How can this be? Actually this is pretty easy to substantiate. 
 
The future of the Kingdom of God  
 
New Testament evidence for a future manifestation of the Kingdom is 
overwhelming. The apocalyptic discourses in the synoptic gospels leave no doubt 
about Christ’s bodily second coming, and the final establishment of God’s rule in 
the world (see Matt. 24-25; Mark 13; Luke 21). Consider this passage as an 
example; 
 
MATTHEW 25:31-34 
"But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He 
will sit on His glorious throne. And all the nations will be gathered before Him; 
and He will separate them from one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep 
from the goats; and He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the left. 
Then the King will say to those on His right, 'Come, you who are blessed of My 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.’” 
 
John’s gospel also contains references to Christ’s return (John 14:3; 21:22; 1 John 
2:28; 3:2), and so does his book of the Revelation (2:26-28; 3:12; 11:15; 19:11-16; 
21:1-5; 22 7). Revelation 19:11-16 depicts the King of Kings and Lord of Lords 
returning to bring judgment upon the nations, and Revelation 21:1-5 conveys the 
glory of our final estate in very hopeful terms. 
 
REVELATION 21:1-5 
‘And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth 
passed away, and there is no longer any sea. And I saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride adorned 
for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the 
tabernacle of God is among men, and He shall dwell among them, and they shall 
be His people, and God Himself shall be among them, and He shall wipe away 
every tear from their eyes; and there shall no longer be any death; there shall no 
longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away." 
And He who sits on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things new." And He 
said, "Write, for these words are faithful and true."’ 
 
Of course, the epistles of Paul and Peter are replete with references to the 
coming of Christ and future manifestation of God’s Kingdom (Rom. 8:18-25; 13:11-
12; 1 Cor. 15; 16:22; 2 Cor. 5:1-10; Eph. 1:9-10; Phil. 3:20-21; 1 Thess. 4:13-18; 
5:1-11; 2 Thess. 2:1-12; Titus 2:13-14; Heb. 11:13-16; 12: 13:14; James 5:8; 1 Pet. 
2 Pet. 3:8-13). The last text cited sums up the Christian expectation about the 
return of Christ and the future of the earth. 
 
2 PETER 3:8-13 
‘But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass 
away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the 
earth and its works will be burned up. Since all these things are to be destroyed 
in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 
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looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, on account of which the 
heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense 
heat! But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new 
earth, in which righteousness dwells.’ 
 
How might we sum up the NT teaching about this matter of the timing of the 
Kingdom of God? Theologian George L. Ladd explains its two stages as clearly as 
anyone in these words that tie our study together up to this point. 
Our central thesis is that the Kingdom of God is the redemptive reign of God 
dynamically active to establish his rule among human beings, and that this 
Kingdom, which will appear as an apocalyptic act [with signs and wonders] at the 
end of the age, has already come into human history in the person and mission of 
Jesus to overcome evil, to deliver people from its power, and to bring them into 
the blessings of God’s reign. The Kingdom of God involves two great moments: 
fulfillment within history [already], and consummation at the end of history [not 
yet]. 
 
Now the Jews certainly believed that whenever the Kingdom came, it would come 
with some pizzazz. But it didn’t. It came in a rather understated way, to say the 
least. Hence, we must answer one last question about the manner in which the 
kingdom of God came. 
 
How did the Kingdom come?  
 
The shorthand answer to this question is this: it came unexpectedly in a hidden, 
spiritual form. It is the secret presence of God’s rule in the world in advance of its 
powerful apocalyptic manifestation; it is present Kingdom fulfillment without 
future Kingdom consummation. That the Jews were expecting something really BIG 
whenever God broke into history seems clear enough from several passages in the 
gospels (e.g., Matt. 11:2-6; Luke 1:67-75). Their version of Messiah was militaristic 
and political. They sought a Savior who would destroy evil and evil people. But it 
didn’t happen that way. Important parables in the synoptic gospels of Matthew, 
Mark, and Luke help us to understand this “mystery of the kingdom of God” (Matt. 
13:10-11; Mark 4:10-11; Luke 8:9-10). The parables explain how the Kingdom has 
come in this unexpected, but real manner. They disclose a new, previously 
unrevealed aspect of the divine Kingdom that is already established without bring 
in the end. We will summarize the significance of the Kingdom parables in Matthew 
13, interpreting them in their historical context as they would have been 
understood by Jesus’ disciples. 
 
The parable of the four soils (Matt. 13:1-9; 18-23): The Kingdom of God had come, 
but contrary to standard expectation, it would not be spread by power, but by the 
preaching of the Word. The responses to this proclamation would depend upon 
the conditions of the listeners’ hearts. The Kingdom of God will have only partial 
success. It will not sweep away all evil automatically, but, like seed, will be 
received by differently by different types of soils or hearts. 
The parable of the wheat and the tares (Matt. 13:24-30, 36-43). This parable also 
teaches that the Kingdom is already present in the world, but its coming did not 
bring about the final separation of the wicked from the righteous. In the midst of 
this present age, society continues with its intermixture of the good and the evil. 
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The sons of the kingdom and the sons of the evil one continue side by side. Only at 
the end of the age will the separation take place at the eschatological judgment. 
 
The parables of the mustard seed and leaven (Matt. 13: 31-33). As a mustard seed, 
the Kingdom of God has entered the world in an imperceptible, humble form, 
virtually unnoticed and inauspicious. Yet, one day it will be a great tree and 
encompass the earth. How the Kingdom could be embodied in a relatively 
insignificant band of disciples who embrace outcasts, sinners, tax collectors is 
answered by this parable. Similarly, the Kingdom of God is hidden as leaven in a 
lump of dough. It will operate secretly but effectively, and will one day prevail 
such that no rival kingdom exists. 
 
The parables of the treasure and pearl (Matt. 13:44-46). Because of the Kingdom’s 
inauspicious presence, its importance might be overlooked or despised. Both of 
these parables, however, teach that the Kingdom of God is of inestimable value 
and ought to be sought over all other possessions. It is humanity’s greatest good. It 
is worth selling everything in order to own it. 
 
The parable of the drag-net (Matt. 13:47-50). Virtually identical in meaning to the 
wheat and the tares, this parable teaches that the kingdom has come into the 
world, but without effecting the final judgment. Again, contrary to expectations, a 
mixed spiritual society will remain until Christ returns. 
 
The Kingdom that was supposed to come in power and do away with evil came by 
means of preaching and allowed the wicked to remain alongside the righteous until 
the end. This is really God’s mercy! Had He come in power and judgment, none of 
us would be here today! Though the Kingdom arrived in a humble way, it is 
humankind’s greatest good. It is worth sacrificing everything to be a citizen of the 
Kingdom of God. But the Kingdom’s greatest mystery is connected with the cross! 
 
The Kingdom and the cross 
 
Simply put, the Kingdom is the cross! The cross is the Kingdom – in disguise! Yes, 
there on the cross, God in Christ conquered sin, defeated death, and triumphed 
over Satan. Sounds like a Kingdom victory to me! Yet it could not have appeared 
more unkingly. Jesus hung there in apparent defeat. There He suffered and died. 
Satan appears to have won the battle. Yet by this means, Jesus triumphed over 
God’s enemies and ours, and shares that victory with those who believe. Jesus is 
Christus Victor! By means of this victory, we are restored to God and our true 
purposes as human beings. It is the mystery of the Kingdom that makes us new 
creatures in Christ. 
 
Conclusion  
 
So while there are many views of the Kingdom floating about these days, the Bible 
is clear: the Kingdom of God is the rule or reign of God. It is not the church, or 
heaven, or moral reform, or the heart, or the future realm. It is God’s sovereignty 
in action against all the evil in the world! It came into the world in Christ. It is 
both present and future. Its arrival, however, was startling. It came as a mystery, 
in an unexpected form through the humble person and work of Jesus as the 
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Suffering Servant who defeated sin, death, and Satan. It has set us free! It is the 
fulfillment of the Old Testament promises of redemption and the covenants of 
God. 
http://www.colsoncenter.org/the-center/columns/indepth/15062-jesus-christ-
and-the-kingdom-of-god 

 

WHAT IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD TO YOU? 
 
 
 
 

 
JESUS’ HUMANITY 
 

MATTHEW 1:18-25 
‘This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to 
be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with 
child through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man 
and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her 
quietly. But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in 
a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as 
your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give 
birth to a son, and you are to give Him the name Jesus, because He will save his 
people from their sins." And she will bear a son and you will call the name of Him 
Jesus for He will save the people of Him from the sins of them.’ 
 
LUKE 1:26-37 
‘In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 
named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, 
"Hail, O favored one, the Lord is with you!" But she was greatly troubled at the 
saying, and considered in her mind what sort of greeting this might be. And the 
angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And 
behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his 
name Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the 
Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over 
the house of Jacob forever; and of his kingdom there will be no end."  
And Mary said to the angel, "How shall this be, since I have no husband?" And the 
angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the 
Son of God. And behold, your kinswoman Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. For 
with God nothing will be impossible."’ 
 
LUKE 1:68 
‘Blessed is the Lord the God of Israel because He visited and accomplished 
redemption for the people of Him.’ 
 
(God came down to Earth in human form.) 

http://www.colsoncenter.org/the-center/columns/indepth/15062-jesus-christ-and-the-kingdom-of-god
http://www.colsoncenter.org/the-center/columns/indepth/15062-jesus-christ-and-the-kingdom-of-god
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Conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 
I. What Does This Mean? 
 
What exactly do we mean when we say that Jesus was “conceived by the Holy 
Spirit” and “born of the virgin Mary?” We mean at least five things: First, Jesus 
was born by the direct action of God. It’s clear that no one was expecting anything 
like this. Joseph assumes the worst until the angel intervenes. And Mary is shocked 
and mystified by Gabriel’s words. The Jews in general had no conception of a baby 
born to a virgin who would deliver them. It happened because God willed it to 
happen—and for no other reason. God did it this way because he chose to do it this 
way. A virgin gives birth by the sovereign choice of Almighty God. There is no other 
explanation. Second, no man was involved in the process. Not Joseph. Not a 
Roman soldier. Not any other man. Third, Jesus had a human mother and no 
human father. Fourth, Jesus is thus fully human and fully divine. He is fully human 
because he comes forth from Mary’s womb. He is fully divine because he is 
conceived by the Holy Spirit. He is not half-human and half-divine. He is the God-
man—one person possessing two natures, God incarnate in human flesh. Fifth, he is 
therefore without sin. Luke 1:35 calls him “the holy one,” meaning that he will be 
born without any taint of sin. He has no inherited sin from Adam, no sin nature, 
nothing in him that will cause him to sin. He is holy in the truest and deepest 
meaning of that term. There is no sin in him or about him. 
 
II. How Did It Happen? 
 
The second question revolves around the process. What exactly took place when 
the Holy Spirit conceived the human life of Jesus Christ within Mary’s womb? How 
could the God who is without limits somehow “shrink himself” to become a 
microscopic speck inside Mary’s womb? The most honest answer is this: We don’t 
know because what happened was a pure miracle. By “pure miracle,” I mean it 
was a miracle of the highest order, to be compared with God saying, “Let there be 
light,” and light appearing out of the darkness. The virginal conception of Jesus 
was a direct creative miracle of God. That also means it is a mystery we will never 
fully understand. In these days of amazing technological advancement, we 
occasionally hear talk about science reproducing a “Virgin Birth” today. But no 
matter what the scientists may do in the field of genetic manipulation, cloning, 
parthenogenesis, or any other advanced research, you can take all the scientists 
from the best labs, and give them unlimited resources and a thousand years, and 
they will still be unable to duplicate the virginal conception of Christ. Only God 
himself could create a human life that is fully human and yet fully divine. Jesus 
Christ is truly God’s “one and only” Son. This is a miracle and a mystery that lies 
beyond the reach of science. 
 
Through the Virgin Birth, God became man without ceasing to be God…Jesus was 
the Son of God from eternity past to eternity future. He was always the Son of 
God. When he was in the manger, he was the Son of God. When he walked on the 
Sea of Galilee, he was the Son of God. When he died on the cross, he was the Son 
of God. When he rose from the dead, he was the Son of God. When he went back 
to heaven, he was the Son of God. When he comes again, he will be the Son of 
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God. Nothing can ever change his essential nature. He was and is and always will 
be the Son of God. Having said that…John 1:14 says, “The Word became flesh and 
lived among us”….He was always God but he “added” humanity through the Virgin 
Birth. 
 
III. What Difference Does It Make? 
 
The major problem (is) that most of us already believe in the Virgin Birth. Even if 
we’ve never thought about it very much, we know we believe it because we hear 
about it every December….We can be certain that the early Christians didn’t feel 
that way or they wouldn’t have included these phrases in the Creed. What 
difference does it make that Jesus was “conceived by the Holy Spirit,” and “born 
of the Virgin Mary?” Here are three implications for us to consider. 
 
A. Biblical Authority 
 
Since both Matthew and Luke explicitly teach the Virgin Birth, immediately we are 
faced with a major question: Will we believe what Scripture plainly teaches? For 
centuries few people asked that question, but starting 150 years ago, it became a 
major issue. The problem for us can be stated this way: Matthew and Luke tell us 
that Jesus entered the world in a supernatural way—through a mighty miracle of 
God. Theses same writers tell us that Jesus’ earthly life came to a climax with 
another mighty miracle—his bodily resurrection from the dead. Regarding the 
latter, we all understand the significance of the Resurrection. Because he lives, we 
too shall live. His resurrection guarantees ours. But it’s not the same with the 
Virgin Birth. His supernatural birth doesn’t tell us anything about our physical 
birth. And since we’ve already been born, it’s easy to discount the Virgin Birth 
when we compare it to the Resurrection. But that is a major mistake. If you can’t 
believe the first miracle, how can you believe the last miracle? If you doubt the 
Virgin Birth, how can you be certain about the Resurrection? The Bible doesn’t 
present the life of Christ as a kind of “pick your miracle” cafeteria where you can 
pick this miracle and reject that one. The story of our Lord’s earthly life comes to 
us as a seamless whole. We either take it all or we reject it all. There is no 
suitable middle ground option. So the question becomes—do we believe the Bible 
or don’t we? That’s one reason the Virgin Birth matters. It’s a question of biblical 
authority. 
 
B. Jesus Christ 
 
The Virgin Birth forces us to confront what we believe about Jesus Christ. Who is 
he? Where did he come from? At issue is the supernatural character of our Lord. Is 
he truly the Son of God from heaven? If you answer yes, you’ll have no problem 
with the Virgin Birth. If you answer no, you’ll have no reason to believe it. Is he 
just a prophet, or is he “more than a prophet?” Is he a great teacher and nothing 
more? Was he a martyr who died for his cause? Was he a revolutionary who never 
intended to start a religion? Is he a divine leader who came to teach us about God? 
Or is he God incarnate, the Lord of Glory, the Son of God, our Lord and our Savior? 
The Virgin Birth forces us off the fence about Jesus. It tells us that we can’t be 
neutral and we can’t say that the stories of his birth don’t matter. The fact that 
this is a miracle and a mystery doesn’t let us off the hook. Those with an anti-
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supernatural bias will have no use for the Virgin Birth, and they will explain it 
away. But those who believe in a supernatural Christ will find the Virgin Birth a 
mysterious miracle that, instead of destroying their faith, actually makes it 
stronger…. 
 
C. Salvation 
 
Peter Lewis (The Glory of Christ, pp. 155-157) points out that by means of the 
Virgin Birth, Christ enters the world guiltless of the sin of Adam. He becomes the 
beginning of a new humanity—the restoration of the human race. Because he is 
born of Mary, he is truly human; because he is conceived of the Holy Spirit, he is 
free from the inherited guilt handed down from Adam. Thus he is fully able to 
stand in our place, taking our guilt, our shame, our punishment. He could pay for 
our sins precisely because he had no sin and no guilt of his own. He who knew no 
sin became sin for us that we might receive the righteousness of God through him 
(II Corinthians 5:21). This brings to the forefront Paul’s words in Romans 5:6, “At 
just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.” At 
the precise point of our weakness, Christ was strong. He succeeded where Adam 
(and all of Adam’s descendants) failed. We were so helpless that we could not do 
anything to save ourselves. The Virgin Birth teaches us that our salvation is entirely 
supernatural. When God wanted to save the world, he had to take the initiative to 
send his Son. We were helpless even to take the first step in the process of 
bringing Christ to the world. The Virgin Birth teaches us that salvation is entirely 
by grace. God does it all because we could not do any of it. 
http://www.keepbelieving.com/sermon/why-the-virgin-birth-matters/  

 

HOW DOES JESUS RELATE TO YOU? 
 
 
 

 

 
CHILDHOOD 
 

MARK 6:1-3  
‘Jesus left there and went to His hometown, accompanied by His disciples. When 
the Sabbath came, He began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard Him 
were amazed. "Where did this man get these things?" they asked. "What's this 
wisdom that has been given Him, that He even does miracles! Isn't this the 
carpenter? Isn't this Mary's son and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and 
Simon? Aren't His sisters here with us?’  
 
Not much is known about Jesus’ childhood and early adulthood except that He 
followed in His human father’s footsteps and became a carpenter and lived in 
Nazareth.  He probably was the main breadwinner for a number of years as it 
appears that His father died long before Jesus started His ministry at the age of 
thirty.  Also note that Jesus had not had any training in Jewish teachings.  He had 
sisters and brothers.  His sisters are unnamed but His brothers were called James, 
Joseph, Simon and Judas, all of whom became His followers over the years. 

http://www.keepbelieving.com/sermon/why-the-virgin-birth-matters/
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MEALS, MIRACLES, HEALINGS AND EMOTIONS  
 

MATTHEW 8:5-13  
‘When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help. 
"Lord," he said, "my servant lies at home paralyzed and in terrible suffering." 
Jesus said to him, "I will go and heal him." The centurion replied, "Lord, I do not 
deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant 
will be healed… Then Jesus said to the centurion, "Go! It will be done just as you 
believed it would." And his servant was healed at that very hour.’ 
 
Jesus had compassion on all sorts of people, even the Romans, who were the 
occupying army at the time.  He also could heal from a distance, as shown here.  
The centurion also recognised Jesus’ authority by saying to Him that all Jesus had 
to do was say the word, and the healing would take place – amazing faith! 
 
LUKE 8:41-56  
‘A man named Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, came and fell at Jesus' feet, 
pleading with Him to come to His house because his only daughter, a girl of about 
twelve, was dying. As Jesus was on his way, the crowds almost crushed Him. And a 
woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years, but no one 
could heal her. She came up behind Him and touched the edge of His cloak, and 
immediately her bleeding stopped. "Who touched Me?" Jesus asked. When they all 
denied it, Peter said, "Master, the people are crowding and pressing against You." 
But Jesus said, "Someone touched Me; I know that power has gone out from Me." 
Then the woman, seeing that she could not go unnoticed, came trembling and fell 
at His feet. In the presence of all the people, she told why she had touched Him 
and how she had been instantly healed (‘Iaomai’). Then He said to her, "Daughter, 
your faith has healed you. Go in peace." While Jesus was still speaking, someone 
came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue ruler. "Your daughter is dead," he 
said. "Don't bother the Teacher anymore." Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, "Don't 
be afraid; just believe (‘pistis’), and she will be healed (‘sozo’). " When He 
arrived at the house of Jairus, He did not let anyone go in with Him except Peter, 
John and James, and the child's father and mother. Meanwhile, all the people 
were wailing and mourning for her. "Stop wailing," Jesus said. "She is not dead but 
asleep." They laughed at Him, knowing that she was dead. But He took her by the 
hand and said, "My child, get up!" Her spirit returned, and at once she stood up. 
Then Jesus told them to give her something to eat. Her parents were astonished, 
but He ordered them not to tell anyone what had happened.’ 
 
Jesus healed people of all sorts of problems, even women’s periods.  In Jewish 
society, women suffering such problems were considered ‘unclean’ and so could 
not associate with others for a certain period of time.  But, here we have a 
woman who was constantly bleeding because of her periods.  It took a lot of 
courage to mingle with the crowd, which was ‘illegal’, to get to Jesus, and then 
after being healed, to actually declare what had happened in front of everyone!  
Jesus had that affect on people! Jesus was also concerned not only to heal people 
physically as in the case of the woman, but also to make her whole ie to restore 
her relationship with God and her community 
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LUKE 19:1-10  
‘Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A man was there by the name of 
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. He wanted to see who 
Jesus was, but being a short man he could not, because of the crowd. So he ran 
ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see Him, since Jesus was coming that 
way. When Jesus reached the spot, He looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, 
come down immediately. I must stay at your house today." So he came down at 
once and welcomed Him gladly. All the people saw this and began to mutter, "He 
has gone to be the guest of a 'sinner’." But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the 
Lord, "Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I 
have cheated anybody out of anything, I will pay back four times the amount." 
Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, 
is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save (‘sozo’) what 
was lost.’ 
 
(Here we have a situation where Jesus was prepared to go to the house of an 
outcast of society and have a meal. Such an event would have been scandalous but 
Jesus came to meet with people from all sections of society – He was very 
inclusive! This led to Zacchaeus becoming a follower and demonstrating his 
commitment by repenting of his exploitation of people and taking appropriate 
action.  Community meals were common in those days and Jesus was often the 
main guest at many of them.  Jesus had also made him ‘whole’ by restoring Him 
from ‘spiritual death’ (‘what was lost’, or ‘what would have been destroyed’), 
through Zacchaeus’ faith in Jesus.) 
 
JOHN 2:1-11 
‘On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus' mother was 
there, and Jesus and his Disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the 
wine was gone, Jesus' mother said to Him, "They have no more wine."  "Dear 
woman, why do you involve Me?" Jesus replied. "My time has not yet come." His 
mother said to the servants, "Do whatever He tells you."  Nearby stood six stone 
water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from 
twenty to thirty gallons.  Jesus said to the servants, "Fill the jars with water"; so 
they filled them to the brim.  Then He told them, "Now draw some out and take it 
to the master of the banquet." They did so, and the master of the banquet tasted 
the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come 
from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the 
bridegroom aside and said, "Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the 
cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the 
best till now." This, the first of His miraculous signs, Jesus performed at Cana in 
Galilee. He thus revealed his glory, and His Disciples put their faith (‘pistis’) in 
Him.’ 
 
(This is an example of not only Jesus enjoying parties, for Jewish wedding were 
quite boisterous affairs, but He also performed miracles – the changing of water 
into wine.  He changed quite a bit, when you think how much each jar holds – over 
twenty gallons – enough to supply wine for one person for several years!  This 
event also showed that people liked having Jesus around for He had that outgoing 
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personality that drew people to Himself.  It was also where he did His first 
miracle to demonstrate who He is.) 
 
JOHN 11:1-16  
‘Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary 
and her sister Martha. This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the 
same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair. So 
the sisters sent word to Jesus, "Lord, the one you love is sick." When he heard 
this, Jesus said, "This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God's glory so 
that God's Son may be glorified through it." Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 
Lazarus. Yet when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two 
more days…. After he had said this, he went on to tell them, "Our friend Lazarus 
has fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him up." His disciples replied, 
"Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better." Jesus had been speaking of his death, but 
his disciples thought he meant natural sleep. So then he told them plainly, 
"Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may 
believe. But let us go to him."…. On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had 
already been in the tomb for four days…. When Martha heard that Jesus was 
coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. "Lord," Martha said 
to Jesus, "if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But I know that 
even now God will give you whatever you ask." Jesus said to her, "Your brother 
will rise again." Martha answered, "I know he will rise again in the resurrection at 
the last day." Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who 
believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in 
me will never die. Do you believe this?" "Yes, Lord," she told him, "I believe that 
you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world." ….. Now 
Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had 
met him. When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, 
noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she 
was going to the tomb to mourn there…. When Jesus saw her weeping, and the 
Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit 
and troubled. "Where have you laid him?" he asked. "Come and see, Lord," they 
replied. Jesus wept. Then the Jews said, "See how he loved him!" ….Jesus, once 
more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the 
entrance. "Take away the stone," he said. "But, Lord," said Martha, the sister of 
the dead man, "by this time there is a bad odour, for he has been there four 
days." Then Jesus said, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the 
glory of God?" So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, 
"Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but 
I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that 
you sent me." When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come 
out!" The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, 
and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, "Take off the grave clothes and 
let him go."’ 
 
(Jesus had raw emotions – this is demonstrated here with the death of His dear 
friend Lazarus, when He wept. But, He was calm and knew what He was doing, 
especially as He did not go and see May and Martha, whom He loved, straight 
away.  So, there were happy times and sad times – He had also recently lost His 
cousin John – he was beheaded by Herod on the whim of a belly dancer Herod 
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fancied.  Note, In Greek, there are a number of different words for our English 
word ‘love’) 

 

HOW DID JESUS RELATE TO PEOPLE? 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
JESUS’ DIVINITY 
 

JOHN 1:1-14 
‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was with God in the beginning. Through Him all things were made; 
without Him nothing was made that has been made…..The Word became flesh and 
made His dwelling among us.’  
 
(The ‘Word’ is Jesus. The ‘Word’ is God.) 
 

                                       
 
JOHN 8:58  
‘Jesus said: “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.”’ 
 
(John 8:58 Jesus said: “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.”) 
 
JOHN 10:30 
‘Jesus said: “I and the Father are one.”’ 
 
COLOSSIANS 2:9 
‘For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form.’ 
 
The Bible never records Jesus saying the precise words, “I am God.” That does not 
mean, however, that He did not proclaim that He is God. Take for example Jesus’ 
words in John 10:30, “I and the Father are one.” We need only to look at the Jews’ 
reaction to His statement to know He was claiming to be God. They tried to stone 
Him for this very reason: “You, a mere man, claim to be God” (John 10:33). The 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.30
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.33
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Jews understood exactly what Jesus was claiming—deity. When Jesus declared, “I 
and the Father are one,” He was saying that He and the Father are of one nature 
and essence. John 8:58 is another example. Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth … 
before Abraham was born, I am!” Jews who heard this statement responded by 
taking up stones to kill Him for blasphemy, as the Mosaic Law commanded 
(Leviticus 24:16). 
 
John reiterates the concept of Jesus’ deity: “The Word [Jesus] was God” and “the 
Word became flesh” (John 1:1, 14). These verses clearly indicate that Jesus is God 
in the flesh. Acts 20:28 tells us, “Be shepherds of the church of God, which he 
bought with his own blood.” Who bought the church with His own blood? Jesus 
Christ. And this same verse declares that God purchased His church with His own 
blood. Therefore, Jesus is God! 
 
Thomas the disciple declared concerning Jesus, “My Lord and my God” (John 
20:28). Jesus does not correct him. Titus 2:13 encourages us to wait for the coming 
of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ (see also 2 Peter 1:1). In Hebrews 1:8, the 
Father declares of Jesus, “But about the Son he says, ‘Your throne, O God, will last 
forever and ever, and righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom.’” The 
Father refers to Jesus as “O God,” indicating that Jesus is indeed God. 
 
In Revelation, an angel instructed the apostle John to only worship God 
(Revelation 19:10). Several times in Scripture Jesus receives worship (Matthew 
2:11; 14:33; 28:9, 17; Luke 24:52; John 9:38). He never rebukes people for 
worshiping Him. If Jesus were not God, He would have told people to not worship 
Him, just as the angel in Revelation did. There are many other passages of 
Scripture that argue for Jesus’ deity. 
 
The most important reason that Jesus has to be God is that, if He is not God, His 
death would not have been sufficient to pay the penalty for the sins of the world 
(1 John 2:2). A created being, which Jesus would be if He were not God, could not 
pay the infinite penalty required for sin against an infinite God. Only God could 
pay such an infinite penalty. Only God could take on the sins of the world (2 
Corinthians 5:21), die, and be resurrected, proving His victory over sin and death. 
 
https://gotquestions.org/is-Jesus-God.html  
 
Question: "Is Jesus God in the flesh? Why is it important that Jesus is God in the 
flesh?" 
 
Answer: Since Jesus’ conception by the Holy Spirit in the womb of the virgin Mary 
(Luke 1:26-38), the real identity of Jesus Christ has always been questioned by 
skeptics. It began with Mary's fiancé, Joseph, who was afraid to marry her when 
she revealed that she was pregnant (Matthew 1:18-24). He took her as his wife only 
after the angel confirmed to him that the child she carried was the Son of God. 
 
Hundreds of years before the birth of Christ, the prophet Isaiah foretold the 
coming of God's Son: "For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace" (Isaiah 9:6). When the angel 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%208.58
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lev%2024.16
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.1
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.14
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2020.28
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2020.28
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2020.28
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Titus%202.13
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet%201.1
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spoke to Joseph and announced the impending birth of Jesus, he alluded to Isaiah’s 
prophecy: "The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him 
Immanuel (which means ‘God with us’)" (Matthew 1:23). This did not mean they 
were to name the baby Immanuel; it meant that "God with us" was the baby’s 
identity. Jesus was God coming in the flesh to dwell with man. 
 
Jesus Himself understood the speculation about His identity. He asked His 
disciples, "Who do people say that I am?" (Matthew 16:13; Mark 8:27). The answers 
varied, as they do today. Then Jesus asked a more pressing question: "Who do you 
say that I am?" (Matthew 16:15). Peter gave the right answer: "You are the Christ, 
the Son of the living God" (Matthew 16:16). Jesus affirmed the truth of Peter’s 
answer and promised that, upon that truth, He would build His church (Matthew 
16:18). 
 
The true nature and identity of Jesus Christ has eternal significance. Every person 
must answer the question Jesus asked His disciples: "Who do you say that I am?" He 
gave us the correct answer in many ways. In John 14:9-10, Jesus said, "Anyone who 
has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Don’t 
you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say 
to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, 
who is doing his work." 
 
The Bible is clear about the divine nature of the Lord Jesus Christ (see John 1:1-
14). Philippians 2:6-7 says that, although Jesus was "in very nature God, He did not 
consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he 
made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human 
likeness." Colossians 2:9 says, “In Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily 
form.” 
 
Jesus is fully God and fully man, and the fact of His incarnation is of utmost 
importance. He lived a human life but did not possess a sin nature as we do. He 
was tempted but never sinned (Hebrews 2:14-18; 4:15). Sin entered the world 
through Adam, and Adam’s sinful nature has been transferred to every baby born 
into the world (Romans 5:12)—except for Jesus. Because Jesus did not have a 
human father, He did not inherit a sin nature. He possessed the divine nature from 
His Heavenly Father. 
 
Jesus had to meet all the requirements of a holy God before He could be an 
acceptable sacrifice for our sin (John 8:29; Hebrews 9:14). He had to fulfill over 
three hundred prophecies about the Messiah that God, through the prophets, had 
foretold (Matthew 4:13-14; Luke 22:37; Isaiah 53; Micah 5:2). 
 
Since the fall of man (Genesis 3:21-23), the only way to be made right with God 
has been the blood of an innocent sacrifice (Leviticus 9:2; Numbers 28:19; 
Deuteronomy 15:21; Hebrews 9:22). Jesus was the final, perfect sacrifice that 
satisfied forever God's wrath against sin (Hebrews 10:14). His divine nature made 
Him fit for the work of Redeemer; His human body allowed Him to shed the blood 
necessary to redeem. No human being with a sin nature could pay such a debt. No 
one else could meet the requirements to become the sacrifice for the sins of the 
whole world (Matthew 26:28; 1 John 2:2). If Jesus were merely a good man as 
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some claim, then He had a sin nature and was not perfect. In that case, His death 
and resurrection would have no power to save anyone. 
 
Because Jesus was God in the flesh, He alone could pay the debt we owed to God. 
His victory over death and the grave won the victory for everyone who puts their 
trust in Him (John 1:12; 1 Corinthians 15:3-4, 17). 
https://gotquestions.org/God-in-the-flesh.html  
 
Question: "How can Jesus be both God and man at the same time?" 
Answer:  The Bible teaches that Jesus Christ is both God and man. Many Christians 
are understandably confused when it comes to understanding how Jesus can be 
God and man at the same time. How could our divine Creator become a human? 
Could a first-century Jewish man really be God? While a certain amount of mystery 
will always accompany this issue, both Scripture and, to a lesser extent, church 
tradition provide for us important distinctions to help us make sense of this 
matter. 
 
While previous church councils had deliberated over issues pertaining to the nature 
of Christ and His relationship to the Father, it was the Council of Chalcedon (AD 
481) that affirmed that Christ is “the same perfect in divinity and perfect in 
humanity, the same truly God and truly man.” This statement is not true simply 
because the council taught it. Rather, the council’s declaration was authoritative 
only insofar as it aligned with what the Bible teaches on the subject. Scripture is 
clear that Jesus is God (John 20:28; Titus 2:13; Hebrews 1:8), and it is equally 
clear that He is truly human (Romans 1:2–4; 1 John 4:2–3). Jesus claimed the divine 
name (John 8:58) and did things that only God can do (Mark 2:1–12; Luke 7:48–50). 
But Jesus also displayed the weaknesses and vulnerabilities common to humanity 
(Luke 19:41; John 19:28). 
 
The belief that Jesus is both God and man is of fundamental importance. The 
apostle Paul wrote that an affirmation of the divinity of Jesus is required to be 
saved (Romans 10:9), and the apostle John provided a sober warning that those 
who deny Christ’s true humanity are promoting the doctrine of antichrist (2 John 
1:7). 
 
The Triune God of the Bible has existed and reigned from all eternity, and the 
second Person of the Trinity, the Son, took on human flesh at a particular point in 
time (Luke 1:35; Hebrews 1:5). God the Son added a sinless human nature to His 
eternally existent divine nature. The result was the Incarnation. God the Son 
became a man (John 1:1, 14). Hebrews 2:17 gives the reason that Jesus had to be 
both God and man: “He had to be made like them, fully human in every way, in 
order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, 
and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people.” The Son of God 
took on human flesh to provide redemption to those under the law (Galatians 4:4–
5).At no time did Jesus ever cease to be God. Although He was made fully human, 
there was never a point when He abrogated His divine nature (see Luke 6:5, 8). It 
is equally true that, after becoming incarnate, the Son has never ceased to be 
human. As the apostle Paul wrote, “For there is one God, and there is one 
mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:5, emphasis 
added). Jesus is not half-human and half-divine. Rather, He is Theanthropos, the 
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God-man. The Lord Jesus Christ is one eternally divine Person who will forever 
possess two distinct yet inseparable natures: one divine and one human. 
https://gotquestions.org/Jesus-God-man.html  

 
HIS TEACHINGS - EXAMPLES 
 

Parables (Stories) 
 

01 The Sower Matthew 13:1-23; Mark 4:3-20; Luke 
8:5-15 

02 The Good Samaritan Luke 10:29-37 

03 The friend at midnight Luke 11:5-8 

04 The Rich Fool Luke 12:13-21 

05 The Weeds Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

06 The Growing Seed Mark 4:26-29; Luke 13:6-9 

07 The Fig Tree Luke 13:6-9 

08 The Narrow Door Luke 13:22—30 

09 The Mustard Seed Matthew 13:31-32; Mark 4:30-32; Luke 
13:18-19 

10 The Yeast Matthew 13:33; Mark 8:14-21 

11 The Hidden Treasure Matthew 13:44 

12 The Pearl Matthew 13:45-46 

13 The Net Matthew 13:47-50 

14 The Clean and the Unclean – what 
comes out of the heart 

Matthew 15:1-20; Mark 7:1-23 

15 The Lost Sheep Matthew 18:10-14; Luke 15:3-7 

16 The Lost Coin Luke 15:8-10 

17 The Prodigal Son Luke 15:11-32 

18 The Shrewd Manager Luke 16:1-13 

19 The Rich Man & Lazarus Luke 16:19-31 

20 The Persistent Widow Luke 18:1-8 

21 The Pharisee & the Tax Collector Luke 18:9-14 

22 The Unmerciful Servant Matthew 18:21-35; Luke 7:42 

23 The Workers in the Vineyard Matthew 19:1-16 

24 The Two Sons Matthew 21:28-31 

25 The Tenants Matthew 21:33-41; Mark 12:1-9; Luke 
20:9-16 

26 The Wedding Banquet Matthew 22:1-14; Luke 14:16-24 (also 
v12-14) 

27 The Ten Virgins Matthew 25:1-13 

28 The Talents 
 

Matthew 25:14-30; Luke 19:11-27 

29 The Sheep & the Goats Matthew 25:31-46 

The Beatitudes 

01 Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven 

Matthew 5:3: Luke 6:20 

02 Blessed are those who mourn, for 
they will be comforted 

Matthew 5:4; Luke 6:21 

https://gotquestions.org/Jesus-God-man.html
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03 Blessed are the meek, for they will 
inherit the earth 

Matthew 5:5 

04 Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst after righteousness, for they 
will be filled 

Matthew 5:6; Luke 6:21 

05 Blessed are the merciful, for they 
will be shown mercy 

Matthew 5:7 

06 Blessed are the pure in heart, for 
they will see God 

Matthew 5:8 

07 Blessed are the peacemakers, for 
they will be called Sons of God 

Matthew 5:9 

08 Blessed are those who are 
persecuted because of 
righteousness, for theirs is the 
Kingdom of Heaven 

Matthew 5:10 

09 Blessed are you when people insult 
you, persecute you and falsely say 
all kinds of evil against you because 
of me.  Rejoice and be glad, for 
great is your reward in Heaven, for 
in the same way they persecuted the 
prophets who were before you 

Matthew 5:11-12; Luke 6:22-23 

10 Blessed is the man who does not fall 
away on account of me 

Matthew 11:6 

11 Blessed are your eyes because they 
see, and your ears because they 
hear 

Matthew 13:16-17: Luke 10:23-24 

12 Blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet have believed 

John 20:29b 
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FORETELLING OF HIS DEATH AND RESURRECTION 
 

Jesus was betrayed by a friend 
 
PSALM 41:9 
‘Even my close friend, whom I trusted, he who shared my bread, has lifted up his 
heel against me.’ 
 
Prophecy written: About 1000 BC 
Prophecy fulfilled: About 31 AD 
In Psalm 41:9, King David wrote a prayer asking for mercy in his last days. In this 
prayer, which Christians acknowledge as being inspired by God, David wrote about 
a betrayal at the hand of a close friend with whom he had shared bread. This 
foreshadowed something that happened years later with Jesus. As explained in 
Matthew 26:47-50, Jesus was betrayed by Judas, one of the 12 apostles, shortly 
after Jesus and the apostles had shared bread during the Last Supper. Jesus was 
crucified by the Romans a short time later. 
 
Zechariah foreshadowed the betrayal of Jesus for 30 pieces of silver 
 
ZECHARIAH 11:12-13 
‘I told them, "If you think it best, give me my pay; but if not, keep it." So they 
paid me thirty pieces of silver. And the LORD said to me, "Throw it to the potter"-
the handsome price at which they priced me! So I took the thirty pieces of silver 
and threw them into the house of the LORD to the potter.’ 
 
Prophecy written: Between 520 and 518 BC 
Prophecy fulfilled: About 31 AD 
In Zechariah 11:4-17, the prophet speaks of a payment involving 30 pieces of silver 
and of a good shepherd whose service is brought to an end. This foreshadows an 
event that happened to Jesus about 500 years later. As explained in Matthew 
26:15, Judas was paid 30 silver coins for his betrayal of Jesus. Judas told the 
Romans when and where they could arrest Jesus without being surrounded by a 
large crowd of Jesus' followers. As explained in Matthew 27:5-7, Judas later tossed 
the money into the Temple (the house of the Lord) and the money was used to buy 
a potter's field as a burial place for foreigners. 
 
Jesus was spat upon and beaten 
 
ISAIAH 50:6  
‘I offered my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who pulled out my 
beard; I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting.’ 
 
Prophecy written: Between 701-681 BC 
Prophecy fulfilled: About 31 AD 
In Isaiah 50:6, the prophet writes about a servant of God who endures abuse at the 
hands of sinful people. This servant offers his back to those who beat him, his face 
to those who rip out his beard, and himself to those who mock and taunt him. 
Christians historically have acknowledged this Old Testament prophecy as being 
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fulfilled by Jesus Christ, who lived about 700 years after Isaiah. Jesus, as explained 
in the New Testament, was beaten, mocked and taunted shortly before his 
crucifixion by the Romans. In Matthew 26:67 (NIV translation), for example, it 
says: Then they spit in his face and struck him with their fists. Others slapped him 
and said, "Prophesy to us, Christ. Who hit you?" 
 
God's servant would be silent before his accusers 
 
ISAIAH 53:7 
‘He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a 
lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not 
open his mouth.’ 
 
Prophecy written: Between 701-681 BC 
Prophecy fulfilled: About 31 AD 
In the book of Isaiah, chapter 53, Isaiah the prophet wrote about a servant of God. 
Many people believe that this was a prophecy about the life of Jesus Christ, who 
lived after the time of Isaiah. In Isaiah 53:7, the prophet said that the servant 
would be afflicted and accused, and that he would remain silent like a lamb being 
led to slaughter. As explained in Matthew 27:12-14, which was recorded about 700 
years after the time of Isaiah, this is what happened to Jesus. He was falsely 
accused but remained silent and did not protest the accusations. Jesus was 
crucified by the Romans a short time later. 
 
God's servant would die for our sins 
 
ISAIAH 53:4-6 
‘Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him 
stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our 
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us 
peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have 
gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him 
the iniquity of us all.’ 
 
Prophecy written: Between 701-681 BC 
Prophecy fulfilled: About 31 AD 
In Isaiah 53:4-6, prophet described a servant as being punished for the sins of 
others, and that others would be healed by the wounds of this person. As 
explained in the New Testament - such as in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke 
and John - Jesus was crucified for our sins, and he was sinless. Christians believe 
that this ultimate sacrifice redeemed us all from sin in the same way that lambs 
and other animals were once sacrificed as a symbolic way of cleansing people from 
sin. All of us can be accepted into the Kingdom of God, as though we were sinless, 
if we accept Jesus as our savior. Christians believe that we are healed through the 
wounds that Jesus suffered. 
 
Psalm 22 foreshadowed the crucifixion of Jesus 
 
PSALM 22:1,7,8,16,17,18 
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‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, 
so far from the words of my groaning?  All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, 
shaking their heads: "He trusts in the LORD ; let the LORD rescue him. Let him 
deliver him, since he delights in him." Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil 
men has encircled me, they have pierced my hands and my feet. I can count all my 
bones; people stare and gloat over me. They divide my garments among them and 
cast lots for my clothing.’ 
 
Prophecy written: About 1000 BC 
Prophecy fulfilled: About 31 AD 
People are sometimes curious, when they read Matthew 27:46 or Mark 15:34, why 
Jesus, while dying on the cross, said "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" 
Those words are actually the first line of Psalm 22, which according to Jewish 
tradition was written by King David about 1,000 years before Jesus was crucified. 
Psalm 22 speaks of a man who cries out to God for deliverance from intense 
persecution. There are parallels between the details in Psalm 22 and the details 
written in the New Testament about Jesus' crucifixion, such as: 
- In Psalm 22:7, it speaks of a man surrounded by others who scorn and despise 

him. This is what happened to Jesus in Matthew 27:39 and Mark 15:29. 
- In Psalm 22:7, it speaks of a man being mocked, which is similar in the 

descriptions of Jesus' crucifixion given in Matthew 27:31, Mark 15:20 and Luke 
22:63; 23:36. 

- In Psalm 22:8, it says, "He trusts in the LORD; let the LORD rescue him. Let him 
deliver him, since he delights in him." In Matthew 27:43, Jesusâ€™ enemies 
taunted him by saying, "He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he wants 
him." 

- In Psalm 22:16, it speaks of a man who was numbered with the transgressors, 
meaning an innocent man being regarded as being one of a group of criminals. 
Jesus too was numbered with the transgressors when he was crucified next to 
two criminals, as described in Matthew 27:38, Mark 15:27, Luke 23:32 and John 
19:18. 

- In Psalm 22:16, it speaks of a man whose hands and feet are either pierced, or 
mauled, or disfigured, depending on which is truly the best English translation 
of the original verse. In John 19:23,34,37 - Jesus' hands and feet were pierced 
with nails during the crucifixion process. 

- In Psalm 22:17, it speaks of a man who would be surrounded by others who 
stared and gloated at him. This too was the situation for Jesus during the 
crucifixion, according to Matthew 27:36 and Luke 23:35. 

- In Psalm 22:18, onlookers gamble for pieces of clothing that belonged to the 
person being persecuted. As explained in Matthew 27:35, Roman soldiers 
gambled (cast lots) for articles of Jesus' clothing while he was being crucified. 

There are other descriptions in Psalm 22 that sound like an accurate description of 
what would happen to a person being crucified, such as the disjointing of bones, 
the drying up of a person's strength, an intense sense of thirst, a heart melting like 
wax (Jesus was stabbed in the side with a spear during his crucifixion), and being 
"poured out" of one's body. When Jesus was stabbed, blood and water poured out 
from the wound. 
Many Christian scholars have written about their views of the significance of Psalm 
22 and the crucifixion of Jesus. The late Charles Briggs, who had been a professor 
at the Union Theological Seminary (USA), said "These sufferings [of Psalm 22] 
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transcend those of any historical sufferer, with the single exception of Jesus 
Christ. They find their exact counterpart in the sufferings of the cross.... This ideal 
is a Messianic ideal, and finds its only historical realization in Jesus Christ." 
 
Zechariah foreshadowed the crucifixion of Jesus 
 
ZECHARIAH 12:10 (NIV): 
‘And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a 
spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, 
and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly 
for him as one grieves for a firstborn son.’ 
 
Prophecy written: Between 520 and 518 BC 
Prophecy fulfilled: About 31 AD 
In the Old Testament book of Zechariah, chapter 12, the Bible said that there 
would be a time when people in Jerusalem would lament over the one who was 
"pierced," as one mourns for the loss of a first-born son. (First-born sons were 
often viewed as the main inheritors of a family's legacy). Christians traditionally 
have interpreted this passage as a reference to the return of Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God, who was pierced when he was crucified by the Romans about 2000 years 
ago. Christians believe that Jesus will return in the future to establish an 
everlasting kingdom. 
The Talmud, which offers Judaism-related commentary about various Old 
Testament passages, makes a very Christian-like assessment of the prophecy found 
in the book of Zechariah: 
"What is the cause of the mourning (Zechariah 12:10)? It is well according to him 
who explains that the cause is the slaying of Messiah, the son of Joseph, as it is 
written, 'And they shall look upon me whom they have pierced; and they shall 
mourn for him as one mourneth for his only son.'" -Babylonian Talmud, Sukkah 52a. 
 
God's servant would be "numbered with the transgressors" 
 
ISAIAH 53:12 
‘Therefore, I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils 
with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered 
with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the 
transgressors.’ 
 
Prophecy written: Between 701-681 BC 
Prophecy fulfilled: About 31 AD 
In Isaiah 53:12, the prophet wrote about a servant who would bear the sins of 
others and be punished side-by-side with criminals. Christians acknowledge that 
Isaiah's description of this servant was a prophecy that was fulfilled during the life 
of Jesus Christ. As explained in the book of Matthew, Jesus, though sinless, was 
"numbered with the transgressors" and crucified along with two criminals. 
 
God's servant would be buried in a rich man's tomb 
 
ISAIAH 53:9 
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‘He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though 
he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.’ 
 
Prophecy written: Between 701-681 BC 
Prophecy fulfilled: About 31 AD 
In Isaiah 53:9, the prophet Isaiah wrote about a sinless servant being put to death 
with the wicked and buried with the rich. About 700 years after this was written, 
Jesus was put to death along with two criminals and was buried in a tomb owned 
by a wealthy man, as explained in the New Testament. The New Testament also 
says that Jesus was resurrected three days later and ascended into Heaven. 
Notes: The commentaries above are summaries from the book 100 Prophecies: 
Ancient Biblical prophecies that foretold the future. Copyright © Ray Konig. 

 
HIS DEATH AND RESURRECTION 
 

MATTHEW 16:21 (see also 17:22-23) 
‘And from that point began Jesus to explain to the Disciples of Him that it is 
necessary for Him to Jerusalem to go and to suffer many things from the Elders 
and Chief priests and Scribes and to be killed and on the third day to be raised’.  
 
LUKE 22:41-44 
‘….having bent the knees, He was praying saying Father if you are willing take 
away this cup from Me nevertheless not the will of Me but Yours let it be.  And 
appeared to Him an angel from Heaven strengthening Him..  And having been in 
agony He was praying for fervently and became the sweat of Him as drops of 
blood falling down upon the ground……’ 
 
Jesus, being fully human, was in agony over the thought of not only being 
crucified on the cross but also for taking all our wrong-doing on Himself, being 
without wrongdoing Himself.  This passage ‘undersells’ what He was going through 
for it is difficult to really imagine the scene. 
 
MATTHEW 20:19 
‘And they (as above) will hand over Him to the non-Jews in order to mock and to 
whip and to crucify and on the third day He will be raised.’ 
 
LUKE 18:32-33 
‘For He will be delivered up to the non-Jews and He will be ridiculed and He will 
be mistreated and He will be spat upon.   And having whipped Him they will kill 
Him and on the day third He will rise again.’ 
 
Jesus went through gruesome torture prior to His crucifixion on the cross – 
mentally and physically.  See Mel Gibson’s film, ‘The Passion of the Cross’ to get 
an idea of what He went through. 
 
MATTHEW 26:27-28 
‘And they were eating having taken Jesus bread and having given thanks He broke 
and giving to the Disciples said take eat this is the body of Me.  And having taken 
cup and having given thanks He gave to them saying drink from it all for this is 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1441408045?ie=UTF8&tag=100props-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1441408045
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1441408045?ie=UTF8&tag=100props-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1441408045
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the blood of Me of the covenant that which for many is being shed for 
forgiveness of sins.’ 
 
The bread represents Jesus death on the cross on which He died for our sins – 
past, present and future.  It also represents all of us – ‘Bread’ meaning the ‘body 
of Jesus Christ’ – the Church with Jesus as its Head.The wine represents the blood 
of Jesus where our sins were ‘washed away’ – thus we are made ‘clean’ ie perfect 
in God’s eyes. Thus we can receive God’s forgiveness of our sins and our 
relationship with Him is restored. This is called the Communion service (also 
called the Lord’s supper) during which Christians remember what Jesus did for us 
on the Cross. 
 
MATTHEW 27:26-31 
‘…but Jesus having been scourged .. handed over that He might be crucified.  
Then the soldiers of the Governor having taken Jesus.. gathered together against 
Him the entire cohort and having stripped Him, a scarlet robe they placed around 
Him.  And having woven a crown of thorns they placed upon the head of Him and 
put a staff in the right hand of Him and having knelt before Him they ridiculed 
Him saying hail King of the Jews.  And having spat at Him they took the staff 
and were striking at the head of Him.  And when they ridiculed Him they took 
off His scarlet robe and dressed Him in the garments of Him and led away Him to 
be crucified.’  
 
After Jesus had been ‘charged’, the Roman soldiers took Him to their quarters 
and tortured Him.  First they whipped Him with a ‘cat-of-nine-tails’ which had 
ball bearings at the end of each strap.  This tore His skin.  Then they took off His 
clothes, apart from His undergarment, and put on a purple cloak and mocked Him 
as the so-called ‘King of the Jews’.  To top that, they made a crown of very sharp 
thorns and pressed it onto His head, which caused it to bleed.  Then they hit His 
head with a pole, thus making Him unbalanced on His feet and very bruised about 
His head.  Thus He was affected very badly, both physically and emotionally.  He 
was in a right state for His body was ripped to pieces; He could hardly stand or 
think.  A lesser mortal would have died, yet He still managed to just about keep 
going.  He then had to carry His own cross, which was heavy, over several miles to 
Golgotha, outside Jerusalem.  As He nearly fell from exhaustion, the Roman 
soldiers instructed one of the crowd to help Him. 
 
LUKE 23:33-35 
‘And when they came upon the place being called the Skull (or Golgotha) there 
they crucified Him….but Jesus was saying Father forgive them, for they know not 
what they are doing… and had stood the people watching and were mocking…’ 
 
Despite all Jesus had been through, He still had compassion for others, including 
forgiving those who tortured and crucified Him – amazing!  Could you? 
 
MATTHEW 27:45-56  
‘From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land. About 
the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?"--
which means, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" When some of those 
standing there heard this, they said, "He's calling Elijah." Immediately one of 
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them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and 
offered it to Jesus to drink. The rest said, "Now leave him alone. Let's see if Elijah 
comes to save him." And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave 
up his spirit. At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top 
to bottom. The earth shook and the rocks split. The tombs broke open and the 
bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. They came out of 
the tombs, and after Jesus' resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared 
to many people. When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus 
saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and 
exclaimed, "Surely he was the Son of God!"’ 
 
The sixth hour would be about the middle of the day, with the ninth being three 
o’clock.  Jesus cried out to God asking Him why He had been forsaken tells us two 
things.  Jesus was human and secondly because Jesus had taken all our 
wrongdoings on Himself, God could not be linked with Him because He is holy.  
With regard to Elijah, he was an Old Testament prophet who disappeared into 
‘the clouds’ and people believed He would come back again.  Other events which 
happened included the large and heavy clothe which separated the ‘Holy of 
Holies’ in the Temple in Jerusalem from the rest of the building, was torn in two 
and the sky going completely dark at the time of Jesus’ death. 
 
MATTHEW 28: 2-10 
‘There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from 
Heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. His 
appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. The guards 
were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. The angel said 
to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who 
was crucified. He is not here; He has risen, just as he said. Come and see the 
place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples: 'He has risen from the 
dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.' Now I have 
told you." So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, 
and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them. "Greetings," he said. They 
came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, "Do 
not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me."’ 
 
The tomb in which Jesus had been buried had a very heavy and large stone put 
over the entrance to stop anybody from opening it and stealing the body.  It was 
also guarded by a few Roman soldiers.  So, when an angel appeared, having not 
seen such things before, they were terrified and ran away.  But, Jesus’ mother 
had seen one prior to His birth, so it would not been so surprising, yet the women 
were still afraid.  Jesus had physically risen from the dead and appeared to many 
people over the next few weeks, prior to Him returning to Heaven. 
 
LUKE 24:34-48 
‘…The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” Then the two told what had 
happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when He broke the 
bread.  While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them 
and said to them, “Peace be with you.”  They were startled and frightened, 
thinking they saw a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do 
doubts rise in your minds? Look at My hands and My feet. It is I myself! Touch Me 
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and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” When He had 
said this, He showed them His hands and feet. And while they still did not believe 
it because of joy and amazement, He asked them, “Do you have anything here to 
eat?” They gave Him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate it in their 
presence. He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: 
Everything must be fulfilled that is written about Me in the Law of Moses, the 
Prophets and the Psalms.” Then He opened their minds so they could understand 
the Scriptures. He told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and 
rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will 
be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses 
of these things……He had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, He lifted up his 
hands and blessed them. While He was blessing them, He left them and was taken 
up into heaven. Then they worshiped Him and returned to Jerusalem with great 
joy. And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.’ 
 
It must have been an amazing sight to watch the Disciples’ reaction to seeing 
Jesus among them, appearing out of nowhere!  He then proved to them who He 
was and then ate some food to show He was no ghost!  Jesus reminded them again 
of what the Old Testament had said about Him as well as what He had 
prophesised about His death and resurrection. 

 

WHAT DOES JESUS’ DEATH AND RESURRECTION MEAN TO YOU? 
 
 
 
 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Celebrating communion together is about many things. 
 
First, sharing in the Lord’s Supper together is to follow a direct command from 
Jesus, as recorded in 1 Corinthians 11: 24. There need be no other reason for 
coming together as God’s people to share in the bread and wine than this. It is 
why the Breaking of Bread ought to hold not just a central place in the life of a 
fellowship, but should be seen as paramount in the priorities of his people. 
 
Secondly, the Lord’s Supper is about remembrance. It reminds us, not just of 
his work, but of himself. “The Lord Jesus knew that our memories were weak, 
and He would have us constantly bring to mind the fact that our salvation and 
life are found in him and in Him alone.” 
 
Thirdly, sharing the bread and wine with one another is a way of proclaiming 
Jesus’ death (1 Corinthians 11: 26), of telling both ourselves and others what 
the basis of our salvation is. This is perhaps to be seen both as the visual act of 
taking bread and wine, but also – and perhaps more importantly – through the 
telling of the story of Jesus’ death and resurrection as part of the Lord’s Supper. 
 
Fourthly, the Breaking of Bread is about fellowship. As we share the bread and 
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wine we identify ourselves with Jesus, his death and his mission, as well as 
showing our unity with other Christians (1 Corinthians 10: 17), both those 
present at any one particular time, and those who participate in the Lord’s 
Supper at other times and in other places. 
 
Fifthly, Paul tells us that by breaking bread together we “proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes (1 Corinthians 11: 26)”. To share communion together is 
to anticipate the return of Christ; it is therefore a time of joy and delight. 
http://partnershipuk.org/qwicsitePro/php/docsview.php?docid=735  
 
Bread and Wine 
 
The Bible uses the expression “breaking of bread” in different ways. First, Acts 
2:42-46 describes the early church breaking bread as part of their fellowship: "And 
they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking 
of bread, and in prayers." The early Christians came together regularly for common 
meals, which included the breaking of bread. Acts 2:44 refers to them having 
“everything in common,” and this no doubt included sharing meals together, each 
one receiving from the others what they needed. Verse 46 describes them breaking 
bread in their homes.  
 
Another type of breaking of bread is that observed at the Lord’s Supper or 
Christian communion. During the Last Supper, described in 1 Corinthians 11:23-39, 
Jesus took a loaf of bread and broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, “This is 
my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” The breaking of bread at 
that first communion table has been re-enacted down through the centuries as a 
way of remembering that first celebration of both His sacrifice on the cross and 
the institution of the New Covenant in His blood (v. 25). Henceforth, each 
celebration of the Lord’s Supper includes the breaking of the bread and the 
drinking of the cup of the fruit of the vine.  
 
Another significance of the broken bread is the symbolism of Christ, the Bread of 
Life, being broken on the cross for our sin. At the first communion in the upper 
room, Jesus describes the breaking of the bread in these terms: “This is my body, 
broken for you” (1 Corinthians 11:24). Although not a bone of Jesus’ body was 
broken on the cross (John 19:31-33, 36; Psalm 34:20), His skin and flesh were torn 
and broken by blows with rods and fists, by whippings and scourgings, by thorns, 
nails, and spears. His body and soul were divided from each other by death, and by 
that brokenness, we are healed (Isaiah 53:5). As His people, we participate in His 
sufferings and brokenness, being broken by sin as He was broken by the 
punishment He willingly received for our redemption. “And is not the bread that 
we break a participation in the body of Christ?” (1 Corinthians 10:16). 
 
https://gotquestions.org/breaking-of-bread.html 
 
The phrase “blood of Christ” is used several times in the New Testament and is the 
expression of the sacrificial death and full atoning work of Jesus on our behalf. 
References to the Saviour’s blood include the reality that He literally bled on the 
cross, but more significantly that He bled and died for sinners. The blood of Christ 
has the power to atone for an infinite number of sins committed by an infinite 

http://partnershipuk.org/qwicsitePro/php/docsview.php?docid=735
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%202.42
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%202.42
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%202.44
https://gotquestions.org/communion-Christian.html
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2011.23
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2011.24
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2019.31
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2034.20
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2053.5
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2010.16
https://gotquestions.org/breaking-of-bread.html
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number of people throughout the ages, and all whose faith rests in that blood will 
be saved. 
 
The reality of the blood of Christ as the means of atonement for sin has its origin 
in the Mosaic Law. Once a year, the priest was to make an offering of the blood of 
animals on the altar of the temple for the sins of the people. “In fact, the law 
requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding 
of blood there is no forgiveness” (Hebrews 9:22). But this was a blood offering that 
was limited in its effectiveness, which is why it had to be offered again and again. 
This was a foreshadowing of the “once for all” sacrifice which Jesus offered on the 
cross (Hebrews 7:27). Once that sacrifice was made, there was no longer a need 
for the blood of bulls and goats.  
 
The blood of Christ is the basis of the New Covenant. On the night before He went 
to the cross, Jesus offered the cup of wine to His disciples and said, "This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you” (Luke 22:20). The 
pouring of the wine in the cup symbolized the blood of Christ which would be 
poured out for all who would ever believe in Him. When He shed His blood on the 
cross, He did away with the Old Covenant requirement for the continual sacrifices 
of animals. Their blood was not sufficient to cover the sins of the people, except 
on a temporary basis, because sin against a holy and infinite God requires a holy 
and infinite sacrifice. “But those sacrifices are an annual reminder of sins, because 
it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins” (Hebrews 10:3). 
While the blood of bulls and goats were a “reminder” of sin, “the precious blood of 
Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect” (1 Peter 1:19) paid in full the debt of sin 
we owe to God, and we need no further sacrifices for sin. Jesus said, “It is 
finished” as He was dying, and He meant just that—the entire work of redemption 
was completed forever, “having obtained eternal redemption” for us (Hebrews 
9:12). 
 
Not only does the blood of Christ redeem believers from sin and eternal 
punishment, but “His blood will make our consciences pure from useless acts so we 
may serve the living God” (Hebrews 9:14 NCV). This means that not only are we 
now free from having to offer sacrifices which are “useless” to obtain salvation, 
but we are free from having to rely on worthless and unproductive works of the 
flesh to please God. Because the blood of Christ has redeemed us, we are now new 
creations in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17), and by His blood we are freed from sin to 
serve the living God, to glorify Him, and to enjoy Him forever. 
 
https://gotquestions.org/blood-of-Christ.html  
 
Atonement means to make amends. 

 
HEAVEN 
 

LUKE 13:29-30 
‘People will come from east and west and north and south, and will take their 
places at the feast in the Kingdom of God. Indeed, there are those who are last 
who will be first, and first who will be last.’ 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%209.22
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%207.27
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2022.20
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2010.3
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%201.19
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%209.12
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%209.12
http://biblia.com/bible/ncv/Heb%209.14
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%205.17
https://gotquestions.org/blood-of-Christ.html
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Followers of Jesus will come from every corner of the Earth and will meet up for 
a big welcome feast in Heaven, with God sitting at the head of the table. 
The ‘last’ are those followers who are still on the Earth at the time of Jesus’ 
second coming.  The ‘first’ are those followers who have already died.  The 
reason for this is because it is in line with Jesus’ teaching on servanthood – 
putting others first. 
 
JOHN 14:2-4 
‘In My Father's house are many houses; if it were not so, I would have told you. I 
am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come back and take you to be with Me that you also may be where I am. You 
know the way to the place where I am going.’  
 
When the followers of Jesus enter the Kingdom of Heaven/God, they will be 
shown to their own house, which no doubt will be large and have everything you 
need for the rest of eternity.  Heaven is endless so can cope with the millions of 
believers who will end up there. 
 
What will happen in Heaven? 
 
Full reward – I believe this means a number of things: 
 
- We will be given a mansion 
 
The night before His death, Jesus taught, "In my Father's house are many rooms. If 
it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that 
where I am you may be also" (John 14:2-3). The King James Version says, "In my 
Father's house are many mansions." Do Christians receive mansions in heaven? The 
Greek word translated as mansion or house is monai, a word referring to a dwelling 
place. The Father's "house" is a form of oikos. It is the basic word for house in the 
Greek language. There is every indication that the believer's home will be good 
and even perfect, but there is nothing to indicate the exact nature of where 
believers will dwell. It could range from a simple home to an extravagant mansion 
or even heaven as "home." The type of dwelling believers will have in heaven is 
unclear in this passage. In Middle Eastern culture, a father's house often included 
many built on additions where extended family members lived. The idea of the 
Father's house with plenty of room being prepared for His children would have 
been easily understood and would have resonated well with Jesus' hearers. Another 
positive benefit of this understanding that we have dwelling places or rooms in the 
Father's house is that we will not live in separate locations; we will each dwell 
with the Father in heaven for eternity.  Interestingly, the descriptions of believers 
given in Revelation indicate people living together. There will be one heavenly city 
(Revelation 21—22) and believers from every people group, nation, and language 
worship the Lord together (Revelation 7:9). It may be that rather than individual 
homes, believers will all be "home" in the sense of being together with the Lord.  
In 2 Corinthians 5:8-9, Paul also notes, "Yes, we are of good courage, and we would 
rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at 
home or away, we make it our aim to please him." To Paul, being with the Lord 
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was being "home" rather than a focus on a particular type of house or dwelling.  
We can trust God has a perfect place prepared for each believer to dwell together 
with Him. The focus is not on whether there will be individual homes or the 
greatness of those homes but on the presence of the Lord and in living together 
with other believers in perfect glory for eternity. 
http://www.compellingtruth.org/mansions-heaven.html  
 
- We will be given a role to fulfil 
 
Jesus said, "You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve" 
(Matthew 4:10). It's interesting to note that Jesus did not say "praise and serve." 
Even the briefest examination of the word praise in the Bible quickly shows it's a 
verbal thing and is for the most part singing. Worship, however, is from the heart. 
Worship manifests itself in praise. Serving God is worship, and Scripture is clear we 
will serve God in heaven. "His servants will serve Him" (Revelation 22:3). We are 
unable to fully serve God in this life due to sin, but in heaven "every curse will no 
longer be" (Revelation 22:3). We will not be under the curse of sin any longer, so 
everything we do will be worship in heaven. We will never be motivated by 
anything other than our love for God. Everything we do will be out of our love for 
God, untainted by our sin nature. 
http://www.gotquestions.org/doing-in-Heaven.html  
 
- We will be learning so much using all our brain and senses 
 
"For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who became His counsellor?" (Romans 
11:34), "in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge" 
(Colossians 2:3). God is the "the high and lofty One who inhabits eternity" (Isaiah 
57:15). God is bigger than forever, and it will take eternity "to comprehend with 
all saints what is the breadth and length and depth and height, and to know the 
love of Christ" (Ephesians 3:18-19). In other words, we will never stop learning. 
http://www.gotquestions.org/doing-in-Heaven.html  
 
- We will receive ‘presents’ according to how we lived our lives since becoming a 

Christian 
 
There are five heavenly crowns mentioned in the New Testament that will be 
awarded to believers. They are the imperishable crown, the crown of rejoicing, 
the crown of righteousness, the crown of glory, and the crown of life. The Greek 
word translated “crown” is stephanos (the source for the name Stephen the 
martyr) and means “a badge of royalty, a prize in the public games or a symbol of 
honor generally.” Used during the ancient Greek games, it referred to a wreath or 
garland of leaves placed on a victor’s head as a reward for winning an athletic 
contest. As such, this word is used figuratively in the New Testament of the 
rewards of heaven God promises those who are faithful. Paul’s passage in 1 
Corinthians 9:24-25 best defines for us how these crowns are awarded.  
 
1) The Imperishable Crown – (1 Corinthians 9:24-25) “Do you not know that those 
who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you 
may obtain it. And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate [disciplined] 
in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an 

http://www.compellingtruth.org/mansions-heaven.html
http://www.gotquestions.org/doing-in-Heaven.html
http://www.gotquestions.org/doing-in-Heaven.html
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imperishable crown” (NKJV). All things on this earth are subject to decay and will 
perish. Jesus urges us to not store our treasures on earth “where moth and rust 
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal” (Matthew 6:19). This is analogous 
to what Paul was saying about that wreath of leaves that was soon to turn brittle 
and fall apart. But not so the heavenly crown; faithful endurance wins a heavenly 
reward which is “an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade 
away, reserved in heaven for you” (1 Peter 1:3-5). 
 
2) The Crown of Rejoicing – (1 Thessalonians 2:19) “For what is our hope, or joy, 
or crown of rejoicing? Is it not even you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at 
His coming?” The apostle Paul tells us in Philippians 4:4 to “rejoice always in the 
Lord” for all the bountiful blessings our gracious God has showered upon us. As 
Christians we have more in this life to rejoice about than anyone else. Luke tells us 
there is rejoicing even now in heaven (Luke 15:7). The crown of rejoicing will be 
our reward where “God will wipe away every tear . . . there shall be no more 
death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things 
have passed away” (Revelation 21:4). 
 
3) The Crown of Righteousness – (2 Timothy 4:8) “Finally, there is laid up for me 
the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me 
on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.” We 
inherit this crown through the righteousness of Christ which is what gives us a right 
to it, and without which it cannot be obtained. Because it is obtained and 
possessed in a righteous way, and not by force and deceit as earthly crowns 
sometimes are, it is an everlasting crown, promised to all who love the Lord and 
eagerly wait for His return. Through our enduring the discouragements, 
persecutions, sufferings, or even death, we know assuredly our reward is with 
Christ in eternity (Philippians 3:20). This crown is not for those who depend upon 
their own sense of righteousness or of their own works. Such an attitude breeds 
only arrogance and pride, not a longing, a fervent desire to be with the Lord.  
 
4) The Crown of Glory – (1 Peter 5:4) “And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you 
will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away.” Though Peter is 
addressing the elders, we must also remember that the crown will be awarded to 
all those who long for or love His appearing. This word “glory” is an interesting 
word referring to the very nature of God and His actions. It entails His great 
splendor and brightness. Recall Stephen who, while being stoned to death, was 
able to look into the heavens and see the glory of God (Acts 7:55-56). This word 
also means that the praise and honor we bestow to God alone is due Him because 
of who He is (Isaiah 42:8, 48:11; Galatians 1:5). It also recognizes that believers 
are incredibly blessed to enter into the kingdom, into the very likeness of Christ 
Himself. For as Paul so eloquently put it, “For I consider that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed 
in us” (Romans 8:18 NKJV). 
 
5) The Crown of Life – (Revelation 2:10) “Do not fear any of those things which 
you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into 
prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful 
until death, and I will give you the crown of life.” This crown is for all believers, 
but is especially dear to those who endure sufferings, who bravely confront 
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persecution for Jesus, even to the point of death. In Scripture the word “life” is 
often used to show a relationship that is right with God. It was Jesus who said, “I 
have come that they may have life and that they may have it more abundantly” 
(John 10:10). Just as things such as air, food, and water are vital for our physical 
lives, Jesus provides us what is required for our spiritual lives. He is the One who 
provides “living water.” He is the “bread of life” (John 4:10, 6:35). We know that 
our earthly lives will end. But we have the amazing promise that comes only to 
those who come to God through Jesus: “And this is the promise that He has 
promised us—eternal life” (1 John 2:25).  James tells us that this crown of life is 
for all those who love God (James 1:12). The question then is how do we 
demonstrate our love for God? The apostle John answers this for us: “For this is the 
love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not 
burdensome” (1 John 5:3). As His children we must keep His commandments, 
obeying Him, always remaining faithful. So, as we endure the inevitable trials, 
pains, heartaches, and tribulations—as long as we live—may we ever move forward, 
always “looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith” (Hebrews 12:2) 
and receive the crown of life that awaits us. 
http://www.gotquestions.org/heavenly-crowns.html  
 
See also http://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/are-there-rewards-in-
heaven-based-on-how-we-live-on-earth/ 

 

REVELATION 7:16  
‘Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst. The sun will not beat 
down on them, nor any scorching heat.’ 
 
REVELATION 21:4  
‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or 
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.’ 
 
Self-explanatory  

 

WHAT DO YOU UNDERSTAND ABOUT HEAVEN? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HELL 
 

Eternal torment view 
One historic Protestant view of hell is expressed in the Westminster Confession 
(1646): 

http://www.gotquestions.org/heavenly-crowns.html
http://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/are-there-rewards-in-heaven-based-on-how-we-live-on-earth/
http://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/are-there-rewards-in-heaven-based-on-how-we-live-on-earth/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westminster_Confession
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"but the wicked, who know not God, and obey not the gospel of Jesus Christ, shall 
be cast into eternal torments, and punished with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power." (Chapter XXXIII, Of the Last 
Judgment) 
 
According to the Alliance Commission on Unity & Truth among Evangelicals 
(ACUTE) the majority of Protestants have held that hell will be a place of unending 
conscious torment, both physical and spiritual, although some recent writers such 
as Anglo-Catholic C. S. Lewis and J.P. Moreland have cast hell in terms of "eternal 
separation" from God. Certain biblical texts have led some theologians to the 
conclusion that punishment in hell, though eternal and irrevocable, will be 
proportional to the deeds of each soul (e.g., Matthew 10:15, Luke 12:46-48). 
 
Another area of debate is the fate of the unevangelized (i.e.,those who have never 
had an opportunity to hear the Christian gospel), those who die in infancy, and the 
mentally disabled. According to ACUTE some Protestants agree with Augustine that 
people in these categories will be damned to hell for original sin, while others 
believe that God will make an exception in these cases. 
 
View of conditional immortality and annihilationism 
A minority of Protestants believe in the doctrine of conditional immortality, which 
teaches that those sent to hell will not experience eternal conscious punishment, 
but instead will be extinguished or annihilated after a period of "limited conscious 
punishment". Prominent evangelical theologians who have adopted conditionalist 
beliefs include John Wenham, Edward Fudge, Clark Pinnock and John Stott 
(although the last has described himself as an "agnostic" on the issue of 
annihilationism). Conditionalists typically reject the traditional concept of the 
immortality of the soul. 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_views_on_hell#Protestantism  
 
"How is eternity in hell a fair punishment for sin?" 
 
Answer: This is an issue that bothers many people who have an incomplete 
understanding of three things: the nature of God, the nature of man, and the 
nature of sin. As fallen, sinful human beings, the nature of God is a difficult 
concept for us to grasp. We tend to see God as a kind, merciful Being whose love 
for us overrides and overshadows all His other attributes. Of course God is loving, 
kind, and merciful, but He is first and foremost a holy and righteous God. So holy is 
He that He cannot tolerate sin. He is a God whose anger burns against the wicked 
and disobedient (Isaiah 5:25; Hosea 8:5; Zechariah 10:3). He is not only a loving 
God—He is love itself! But the Bible also tells us that He hates all manner of sin 
(Proverbs 6:16-19). And while He is merciful, there are limits to His mercy. “Seek 
the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near. Let the wicked 
forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to the LORD, and he 
will have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will freely pardon” (Isaiah 55:6-7). 
 
Humanity is corrupted by sin, and that sin is always directly against God. When 
David sinned by committing adultery with Bathsheba and having Uriah murdered, 
he responded with an interesting prayer: “Against you, you only, have I sinned and 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C._S._Lewis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/J.P._Moreland
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+10%3A15&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+12%3A46-48&version=NIV
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustine_of_Hippo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Original_sin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conditional_immortality
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Annihilationism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Wenham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Fudge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clark_Pinnock
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Stott
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_views_on_hell#Protestantism
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%205.25
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Hos%208.5
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Zech%2010.3
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%206.16-19
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2055.6-7


 

47 
 

done what is evil in your sight…” (Psalm 51:4). Since David had sinned against 
Bathsheba and Uriah, how could he claim to have only sinned against God? David 
understood that all sin is ultimately against God. God is an eternal and infinite 
Being (Psalm 90:2). As a result, all sin requires an eternal punishment. God’s holy, 
perfect, and infinite character has been offended by our sin. Although to our finite 
minds our sin is limited in time, to God—who is outside of time—the sin He hates 
goes on and on. Our sin is eternally before Him and must be eternally punished in 
order to satisfy His holy justice. 
 
No one understands this better than someone in hell. A perfect example is the 
story of the rich man and Lazarus. Both died, and the rich man went to hell while 
Lazarus went to paradise (Luke 16). Of course, the rich man was aware that his 
sins were only committed during his lifetime. But, interestingly, he never says, 
“How did I end up here?” That question is never asked in hell. He does not say, 
“Did I really deserve this? Don't you think this is a little extreme? A little over the 
top?” He only asks that someone go to his brothers who are still alive and warn 
them against his fate. 
 
https://gotquestions.org/eternal-hell-fair.html  
 
THE NATURE OF HELL - CONCLUSIONS and RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

Taken from David Hilborn (ed.) The Nature of Hell. A Report by the Evangelical 
Alliance Commission on Unity and Truth among Evangelicals (ACUTE). Carlisle: 
Paternoster Press 2000, pp. 130-135. Full text available from Christian bookshops, 
online retailers and direct from the Evangelical Alliance (£8.99). 
The following conclusions and recommendations rest on core evangelical 
convictions about God and his Word. These convictions may be summarised as 
follows: 

• Matters relating to hell, as much as to creation, revelation and redemption, are 
subject to the sovereignty and grace of God the Father, God the Son and God the 
Holy Spirit. 

• Christian teaching on hell must be derived above all from Scripture, since 
Scripture is entirely trustworthy and supremely authoritative in all matters of faith 
and conduct. 

• In the contemporary interpretation of Scriptural teaching on hell, as on other 
doctrines, we look to the Holy Spirit to illuminate us and lead us into the truth. 

• In reflecting on the doctrine of hell, we look for practical application to the 
church’s urgent task of mission and evangelism. 

1. All human beings must face death. In this, they are distinguished from God 
himself, and from the holy angels. Our mortality is a consequence of sin, which in 
turn derives from humanity’s original rebellion against God (Eccles. 7:2; Rom. 
5:12ff.). 

2. After death, all human beings will be resurrected to face the final judgment of 
God (John 5:25-29; Heb.9:27; Rev. 20:13). Those who through grace have been 
justified by faith in Jesus Christ will be received into eternal glory, while those 
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who have refused him will be condemned to hell (Phil. 3:20; 1 Pet. 1:4-9; John 
12:48). Although justification is by faith through grace (Rom. 5:1, Gal. 3:24), the 
final judgment itself will take account of how faith has been lived out (Matt. 
19:28f.; 25:31-46; 2 Cor. 5:10; Rev. 20:11-15). 

3. God has revealed no other way to salvation and eternal life apart from through 
Jesus Christ (John 14:6; Acts 4:12). 

4. In his sovereignty, God may save some who have not explicitly professed faith in 
Jesus Christ. The most likely groups from which such people might come are those 
who through no fault of their own have been unable to hear or respond to the 
gospel – e.g. the unevangelized, children who die in infancy, or those who have 
severe mental disabilities. While such people and others may receive the mercy of 
God in salvation, we are not at liberty to presume that any specific individual will 
be saved apart from professing faith in Jesus Christ. In particular, we can find no 
convincing warrant in Scripture for ‘post-mortem’ or ‘second chance’ repentance. 
We also reject the teaching of universalism, which holds that all will be saved 
regardless of their commitment to Christ (Rom. 2:12-16; Luke. 1:15; 18:15-17; Rom 
10:9-13; Matt. 7:13). 

5. Bearing 4 in mind, Christians should conduct mission and evangelism on the basis 
that proclamation and demonstration of the gospel are the definitive means by 
which God intends to save people and make disciples of all nations. Although the 
gospel is fundamentally ‘good news’ about the love of God revealed in Jesus 
Christ, it is appropriate that Christian witness should also include the message of 
divine judgment and hell (Matt. 28:18-20; Rom. 10:14-15; Acts 10:42; 17:31). 

6. Hell is more than mere annihilation at the point of death. Rather, death will 
lead on to resurrection and final judgment to either heaven or hell (1 Cor. 15:1-58; 
John 5:25-9; Rev. 20:11-14) 

7. As well as separation from God, hell involves severe punishment. Scripture 
depicts this punishment in various ways, using both psychological and physical 
terminology. Although this terminology is often metaphorical and although we 
should be wary of inferring more detail about hell than Scripture itself affords, hell 
is a conscious experience of rejection and torment (Matt. 8:12, 13:42, 24:51; Luke. 
13:28, 16:23). 

8. There are degrees of punishment and suffering in hell related to the severity of 
sins committed on earth. We should, however, be wary of speculating on how 
exactly the correlation between sins committed and penalties imposed will 
operate (Luke. 10:12, 12:47f.). 

9. The Bible describes hell as a realm of destruction. Evangelicals, however, 
diverge on whether this destruction applies to the actual existence of individual 
sinners (eventual annihilation), or to the quality of their relationship with God 
(eternal conscious punishment). Although Scripture frequently presents God’s 
ultimate punishment for sin as ‘death’, the meaning of ‘death’ in Scripture is not 
confined merely to the cessation of earthly life, and is often used to convey long-
term spiritual estrangement from God (Matt 7:13, 10:28; John 5:16; Eph. 2:1). 

10. Evangelicals diverge on whether hell is eternal in duration or effect – that is, 
whether an individual’s punishment in hell will literally go on ‘for ever’, as a 
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ceaseless conscious experience, or whether it will end in a destruction which will 
be ‘forever’, in the sense of being final and irreversible. It should be 
acknowledged that both of these interpretations preserve the crucial principle that 
judgment is on the basis of sins committed in this life, and that when judgment is 
to hell, it cannot be repealed (Matt. 25:41-6; Mark. 9:43-8; Luke 16:26). 

11. God’s purpose extends beyond judgment to the redemption of the cosmos. 
Evangelicals diverge on whether a place is preserved for hell in this new order of 
things, but it is important to stress that, either way, God’s demands of justice will 
have been fully and perfectly met by this point (Rev. 20:14, 21:4, cf. 22:15). 

12. We urge church leaders to present biblical teaching on hell to their 
congregations, and to relate it to their ongoing ministries of personal visitation, 
evangelism and social action. 

13. We commend sensitivity and discernment in presenting the message of hell – 
particularly to those for whom commitment to Christ is uncertain or unrealised. 
Where such people are terminally ill, we urge a simple, compassionate 
presentation of the gospel, which may include mention of hell as appropriate and 
necessary. The same applies to relatives and friends of those approaching death. 

14. When Christians have died, we encourage declaration of their heavenly 
inheritance in pastoral care of their bereaved relatives and friends, and in the 
conduct of their funerals or cremations. 

15. Where the relationship of a deceased person to God has been unclear, or even 
apparently hostile, we would caution against explicit pronouncement on that 
person’s eternal destiny. Rather, we urge those caring for their bereaved friends 
or relatives, and those conducting their funerals or cremations, to commend the 
gospel of Christ, spelling out the eternal consequences of unbelief in more general 
terms as appropriate and necessary. 

16. We encourage theological colleges and related Christian organisations to train 
church leaders to a high standard of biblical preaching, teaching and pastoral care 
in matters related to hell. We are concerned that this difficult subject is too often 
avoided today, and that our mission and witness may be compromised as a result. 

17. We urge evangelicals involved in religious education in schools to ensure that 
modules on Christianity include presentations on death, judgment, heaven and 
hell. 

18. We recognise that the interpretation of hell as eternal conscious punishment is 
the one most widely attested by the Church in its historic formulation of doctrine 
and in its understanding of Scripture. We also recognise that it represents the 
classic, mainstream evangelical position. We note that hell is defined explicitly as 
‘eternal punishment’ by the doctrinal bases of the British Evangelical Council and 
the Evangelical Movement of Wales, both of whom have representatives on ACUTE. 

19. We recognise that the interpretation of hell in terms of conditional immortality 
is a significant minority evangelical view. Furthermore, we believe that the 
traditionalist-conditionalist debate on hell should be regarded as a secondary 
rather than a primary issue for evangelical theology. Although hell is a profoundly 
serious matter, we view the holding of either one of these two views of it over 
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against the other to be neither essential in respect of Christian doctrine, nor 
finally definitive of what it means to be an evangelical Christian. 

20. We understand the current Evangelical Alliance Basis of Faith to allow both 
traditionalist and conditionalist interpretations of hell. The current form of the EA 
Basis, however, makes it difficult to draw definitive conclusions on this matter, 
because it has no specific clause devoted to general resurrection, final judgment 
and heaven and hell as such. We believe that the inclusion of such a clause might 
be helpful, not least as a means of clarifying what we take to be an implicit 
openness to conditionalism in the present wording of the Basis. 
21. We appreciate the concerns of some that the influence of conditionalist 
theology has grown within evangelicalism in recent years, but recognise that the 
majority of those who have published as ‘evangelical conditionalists’ have strong 
evangelical credentials, and have in particular demonstrated a genuine regard for 
the authority of Scripture. 

22. We encourage traditionalist and conditionalist evangelicals to pursue 
agreement on the matter of hell, rather than merely acquiescing in their 
disagreement. As they do so, we call upon them to maintain constructive dialogue 
and respectful relationships, even when their differences seem intractable. To 
these ends, we commend our report for consideration, discussion and 
implementation. http://www.eauk.org/church/resources/theological-
articles/upload/The-Nature-of-Hell.pdf 

 

WHAT LESSONS HAVE YOU LEARNT FROM THE TEACHINGS ON HELL? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CAN ONE LOSE ONE’S SALVATION 
 

The following verses talk about whether one could lose one’s salvation.  They 
appear to contradict one another, but when one looks deeper into the original 
NT Greek, there is no contradiction.  See the note at the end of these verses. 
 
MATTHEW 7:15-24  
‘Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly 
they are ferocious wolves. By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick 
grapes from thorn bushes, or figs from thistles? Likewise, every good tree bears 
good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and 
a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire. Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them. Not 
everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 
only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to 
me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name 

http://www.eauk.org/church/resources/theological-articles/upload/The-Nature-of-Hell.pdf
http://www.eauk.org/church/resources/theological-articles/upload/The-Nature-of-Hell.pdf
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drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ Then I will tell them 
plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ 
 
JOHN3:36  
‘The one having faith (1) in the Son has life eternal (2) but the one disobeying 
the Son will not see life but the wrath (3) of God remains on him.’ 
 
God is giving followers of Jesus a choice to either obey Him or face His anger. 
(1) faith – pistis – accepting the teachings of Jesus and willing to obey them 
(2) life eternal – zoe aiónios – living the fullness of life 
(3) wrath – orgé – God’s punishment will be on the person because they are a 
sinner and out of relationship with Him. 
 
JOHN 6:37  
‘All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will 
never cast out.’ 
 
JOHN 10:28  
‘I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them 
out of my hand.’  
 
ROMANS 8:38-39  
‘For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 
present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.’  
 
ROMANS 11:23  
‘And even they, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for 
God has the power to graft them in again.’ 
 
2 CORINTHIANS 1:22  
‘And who has also put his seal on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a 
guarantee.’ 
 
HEBREWS 6:4-6  
‘For it is impossible, in the case of those who have once been enlightened, who 
have tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, and have tasted 
the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to come, and then 
have fallen away, to restore them again to repentance, since they are crucifying 
once again the Son of God to their own harm and holding him up to contempt.’ 
 
JAMES 5:19-20  
‘My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings 
him back, let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will 
save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.’ 
 
1 JOHN 2:3-4  



 

52 
 

‘And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his 
commandments. Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep his commandments 
is a liar, and the truth is not in him.’ 
 
Losing Salvation  
 
In order to understand Hebrews 6:4-6, we must first determine whether someone 
who is saved can lose his or her salvation. There are sincere Christians on both 
sides of this debate; however, what's most important is what the Bible says. Let's 
let the Bible answer that question. 
 
First, it's important to remember that salvation is by God's grace, not our works 
(Ephesians 2:8, 9). We don't earn salvation by our obedience; rather, when we 
accept Him, Jesus gives us His righteousness (Romans 3:22-25). Acts 16 tells about 
when Paul and Silas were doing missionary work in Philippi and were falsely 
accused and thrown in jail. When God miraculously opened the jail doors, Paul and 
Silas didn't leave; instead, they saved the jailer's life. The jailer "asked, 'Sirs, what 
must I do to be saved?' They replied, 'Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be 
saved' " (verses 30, 31 [2]). 
 
Belief is a function of the will. No one can force a person to believe. He or she 
must choose to believe (John 3:16). And the same will that can choose to believe 
can also choose to stop believing. Several texts illustrate this. Hebrews 3:12-14 
cautions against turning away from God and urges the need to hold firmly to the 
confidence we had at first until the end. In Matthew 24:13, Jesus says that "he who 
stands firm to the end will be saved." That suggests that those who don't stand 
firm to the end won't be saved. Verse 10 makes it clear that Jesus is talking about 
Christians when He says that those who stand firm to the end will be saved. 
 
One of the clearest passages on this subject is 1 Corinthians 15:1, 2. Notice how 
verse 2 says that if we don't hold firmly to the gospel, we've believed in vain. 
Clearly, such a person was saved at one time. This passage tells us as much. But 
equally clearly, it's possible for that belief to become in vain, or worthless. In 
other words, Paul is talking about those who lose their salvation. 
 
There are several other texts that confirm what 1 Corinthians 15:1, 2 tells us. 
Second Peter 2:20-22 tells us that those who turn away from knowing Jesus and 
become entangled in the world's corruption are worse off than they were at the 
beginning. According to Revelation 3:5, those who won't have their names blotted 
out of the book of life are those who overcome. And in 1 Corinthians 9:27, Paul 
says he takes care so that he doesn't become disqualified for eternal life. 
 
Because of what we've just discovered, some people wonder, "If it's possible to lose 
my salvation, can I really be sure that I'm saved?" The Bible is clear that we can 
have confidence in our salvation. Acts 16:31 is a promise that if we believe in 
Jesus, we'll be saved. And God's promises are trustworthy. In John 10:28, Jesus 
promises, "I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch 
them out of my hand." In other words, when we trust Jesus, we need not fear. No 
adversary can take the gift of salvation from us. (Some people argue that this 
verse means that it's impossible for someone to lose their salvation. But it doesn't 
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say, "No one can leave my hand." We need to avoid reading more into a text than is 
there, and consider each text in the context of all the other Bible verses on the 
subject.) 
 
In reality, the view that salvation can't be lost can easily lead to doubting one's 
salvation. When I was a teenager and learning to drive, one of my instructors was a 
seminary student preparing to become a pastor. One day when we were out 
driving, we fell into a discussion about whether it's possible to lose one's salvation. 
I asked my instructor about those who are converted and whose lives show every 
indication of conversion, but who nevertheless turn their backs on God and reject 
Him. "Haven't they lost their salvation?" I asked. In reply, he told me that such 
people had never been saved in the first place. 
 
If that reasoning is true in every such case, then it's easy to see why some people 
are unsure of their salvation. After all, anyone who has decided that they want to 
follow Christ and then falls back into their old way of life could wonder, after they 
return to Christ, "Was I really saved before? What if I fall again? Am I really saved 
now?" How much better to live by the Bible truth, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and 
you will be saved" (Acts 16:31)! 
 
Another objection some raise against the possibility of losing one's salvation is the 
issue of works. Some people believe that whenever you commit a sin, you lose your 
salvation. However, since we're saved by grace, not works (Ephesians 2:8, 9), such 
a belief is clearly unbiblical. If you lose your salvation by committing a sin, that's 
works. But that's not what scripture says. The Bible talks about enduring to the end 
(Matthew 24:13) and holding firmly to the gospel (1 Corinthians 15:1, 2). That isn't 
works, it's a choice—a state of mind—just as accepting the gift of salvation and 
believing in Jesus is a choice and a state of mind. In other words, we lose our 
salvation only when we choose to stop believing. We can't be unborn, but we can 
die. 
 
With this background in mind, let's consider Hebrews 6:4-6. As we read the text, 
something jumps out at us: This passage is clearly referring to those who at one 
time were saved. Only the saved share in the Holy Spirit, for example (see Acts 
2:38; Ephesians 1:13, 14). 
 
The real problem is in verse 6. It says that it is impossible for those who have been 
saved, "if they fall away, to be brought back to repentance, because to their loss 
they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public 
disgrace." We'll consider two possible interpretations. 
 
Option One 
 
Some commentators see this verse as a reference to the unpardonable sin (see 
Matthew 12:31, 32). Since 1 John 1:9 promises that God will forgive our sins if we 
confess them, then the unpardonable sin must be the sin we refuse to confess. 
 
An example of this is the life of King Saul. Shortly after Samuel anointed him king, 
the Holy Spirit came on him and worked mightily in him (see 1 Samuel 10:9, 10, 
and surrounding verses). Yet Saul grew proud and began to defy God. First, God 
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decreed that Saul's royal line wouldn't endure (1 Samuel 13:14). After Saul 
continued to reject God, God rejected Saul (1 Samuel 15:26) and directed Samuel 
to anoint David king. Eventually, Saul had rejected God so consistently that God 
stopped answering him (see 1 Samuel 28:6). In this last occasion in which Saul tried 
to inquire of the Lord, it wasn't out of a heart of repentance; Saul was simply 
trying to save himself from the Philistines. 
 
Like Saul, if we persistently reject God—even if we once were saved—there will 
come a time when God respects our freedom of choice and the Holy Spirit stops 
drawing us. That is the unpardonable sin. It isn't that God refuses to forgive it, it's 
that we refuse to repent. (By the way, anyone who wonders whether they've 
committed the unpardonable sin hasn't done so. Those who have have no desire or 
concern for the things of God since the Holy Spirit has left them.) 
 
So according to this view, when the writer of Hebrews refers to falling away in 
Hebrews 6:6, he's referring to those who have persistently turned their backs on 
God, thus committing the unpardonable sin. 
 
Option Two 
 
Another angle on this passage is illustrated by the alternate translation of the word 
"because" in verse 6 as given in the NIV's footnote on that verse. If we use the 
alternate reading and swap "while" for "because," then the verse would read, "if 
they fall away, to be brought back to repentance, while to their loss they are 
crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace." So 
we can't be brought back to repentance while we're crucifying Jesus all over again. 
 
Neither "because" nor "while" is present in the original Greek. Those words were 
supplied by the translators in order to make the verse more understandable to 
English-speaking readers. Young's Literal Translation (YLT) renders the phrase this 
way: "Having crucified again to themselves the Son of God." 
 
The Greek word that YLT renders as "having crucified again" is anastaurountas 
(α ̓νασταυρουντας). It's a present (continuous) participle. In English, our verb 
tenses describe time. If I say, "I will come," then you know that I'm referring to the 
future. If I say, "I come," you know that I'm referring to right now. And if I say, "I 
came," you know that the action already happened. Greek is different. Instead of 
describing time, Greek tenses describe the type of action. In the case of the 
present tense, the action is described as continuous; any time significance is 
secondary. And since anastaurountas is in the present tense, we know that it's 
describing a continuous action. 
 
In other words, our text is describing those who are continually crucifying Christ by 
their falling away. According to the unpardonable sin view, this makes sense. 
Those who have persistently rejected Christ are obviously crucifying Him again and 
subjecting Him to disgrace. 
 
However, when we realize the continuous nature of anastaurountas, another 
option for interpreting this verse presents itself. As long as we insist on a fallen 
away life, we're crucifying Christ and we can't repent because repentance requires 
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submission to God. But if we truly submit to God, then we're no longer crucifying 
Christ and so repentance is possible. 
 
In the parable of the prodigal son (Luke 15:11-32), the younger son started out 
with his father. Because this is a parable, it should be understood in a symbolic 
sense. The father is clearly a symbol for God the Father, and the father's house 
refers to heaven or a life in fellowship with God. So we can safely argue that the 
son was saved at the beginning of this story. But the prodigal son fell away; he 
took his inheritance and traveled to a far country where he lived a wild life. 
Eventually, he hit rock bottom and decided to return home. But he had to leave his 
old life before he could return home. He didn't return home with a prostitute on 
each arm! In other words, while the son was living his wild life, he was crucifying 
Christ. But in order to return home, he stopped crucifying Christ. 
 
Conclusion 
 
I'm not sure which of these two interpretations (option one or option two) is best. 
They both have merit. In either case, it's clear that the situation isn't hopeless for 
those who have a sincere desire to repent. Remember, David committed adultery 
then killed a man to hide his previous sin. Yet when he repented, God forgave him. 
In the end, "if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our 
sins and purify us from all unrighteousness" (1 John 1:9). 
http://www.scottseverance.us/ministry/hebrews_6_4-6.html  
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