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GOD’S CALLING 

 
DOES GOD EXIST? 
 

1. Does God exist? The complexity of our planet points to a deliberate Designer 
who not only created our universe, but sustains it today. 
Many examples showing God's design could be given, possibly with no end. But here 
are a few: 
 
The Earth...its size is perfect. The Earth's size and corresponding gravity holds a 
thin layer of mostly nitrogen and oxygen gases, only extending about 50 miles 
above the Earth's surface. If Earth were smaller, an atmosphere would be 
impossible, like the planet Mercury. If Earth were larger, its atmosphere would 
contain free hydrogen, like Jupiter. Earth is the only known planet equipped with 
an atmosphere of the right mixture of gases to sustain plant, animal and human 
life. 
 
The Earth is located the right distance from the sun. 
Consider the temperature swings we encounter, roughly -
30 degrees to +120 degrees. If the Earth were any further 
away from the sun, we would all freeze. Any closer and 
we would burn up. Even a fractional variance in the 
Earth's position to the sun would make life on Earth 
impossible. The Earth remains this perfect distance from 
the sun while it rotates around the sun at a speed of 
nearly 67,000 mph. It is also rotating on its axis, allowing 
the entire surface of the Earth to be properly warmed 
and cooled every day. 
 
And our moon is the perfect size and distance from the Earth for its gravitational 
pull. The moon creates important ocean tides and movement so ocean waters do 
not stagnate, and yet our massive oceans are restrained from spilling over across 
the continents. 
 
Water...colourless, odourless and without taste, and yet no living thing can survive 
without it. Plants, animals and human beings consist mostly of water (about two-
thirds of the human body is water). You'll see why the characteristics of water are 
uniquely suited to life: It has wide margin between its boiling point and freezing 
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point. Water allows us to live in an environment of fluctuating temperature 
changes, while keeping our bodies a steady 98.6 degrees. 
 
Water is a universal solvent. This property of water 
means that various chemicals, minerals and nutrients can 
be carried throughout our bodies and into the smallest 
blood vessels. 
 
Water is also chemically neutral. Without affecting the 
makeup of the substances it carries, water enables food, 
medicines and minerals to be absorbed and used by the 
body. 
 
Water has a unique surface tension. Water in plants can therefore flow upward 
against gravity, bringing life-giving water and nutrients to the top of even the 
tallest trees. 
 
Water freezes from the top down and floats, so fish can live in the winter. 
 
Ninety-seven percent of the Earth's water is in the 
oceans. But on our Earth, there is a system designed 
which removes salt from the water and then distributes 
that water throughout the globe. Evaporation takes the 
ocean waters, leaving the salt, and forms clouds which 
are easily moved by the wind to disperse water over the 
land, for vegetation, animals and people. It is a system 
of purification and supply that sustains life on this 
planet, a system of recycled and reused water. 
 
The human brain...simultaneously processes an amazing amount of information. 
Your brain takes in all the colours and objects you see, the temperature around 
you, the pressure of your feet against the floor, the sounds around you, the 
dryness of your mouth, even the texture of your keyboard. Your brain holds and 
processes all your emotions, thoughts and memories. At the same time your brain 
keeps track of the ongoing functions of your body like your breathing pattern, 
eyelid movement, hunger and movement of the muscles in your hands. 
 
The human brain processes more than a million messages 
a second. Your brain weighs the importance of all this 
data, filtering out the relatively unimportant. This 
screening function is what allows you to focus and 
operate effectively in your world. The brain functions 
differently than other organs. There is an intelligence to 
it, the ability to reason, to produce feelings, to dream 
and plan, to take action, and relate to other people. 
 
The eye...can distinguish among seven million colours. It 
has automatic focusing and handles an astounding 1.5 million messages -- 
simultaneously. Evolution focuses on mutations and changes from and within 
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existing organisms. Yet evolution alone does not fully explain the initial source of 
the eye or the brain -- the start of living organisms from non-living matter. 
 
2. Does God exist? The universe had a start - what caused it? 
Scientists are convinced that our universe began with one 
enormous explosion of energy and light, which we now 
call the Big Bang. This was the singular start to 
everything that exists: the beginning of the universe, the 
start of space, and even the initial start of time itself. 
Astrophysicist Robert Jastrow, a self-described agnostic, 
stated, "The seed of everything that has happened in the 
Universe was planted in that first instant; every star, 
every planet and every living creature in the Universe 
came into being as a result of events that were set in 
motion in the moment of the cosmic explosion...The Universe flashed into being, 
and we cannot find out what caused that to happen." 
 
Steven Weinberg, a Nobel laureate in Physics, said at the moment of this 
explosion, "the universe was about a hundred thousands million degrees 
Centigrade...and the universe was filled with light." 
 
The universe has not always existed. It had a start...what caused that? Scientists 
have no explanation for the sudden explosion of light and matter. 
 
3. Does God exist? The universe operates by uniform laws of nature. Why does 
it? 
 
Much of life may seem uncertain, but look at what we can count on day after day: 
gravity remains consistent, a hot cup of coffee left on a counter will get cold, the 
earth rotates in the same 24 hours, and the speed of light doesn't change -- on 
earth or in galaxies far from us. 
 
How is it that we can identify laws of nature that never 
change? Why is the universe so orderly, so reliable? 
"The greatest scientists have been struck by how strange 
this is. There is no logical necessity for a universe that 
obeys rules, let alone one that abides by the rules of 
mathematics. This astonishment springs from the 
recognition that the universe doesn't have to behave this 
way. It is easy to imagine a universe in which conditions 
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change unpredictably from instant to instant, or even a universe in which things 
pop in and out of existence." 
 
Richard Feynman, a Nobel Prize winner for quantum electrodynamics, said, "Why 
nature is mathematical is a mystery...The fact that there are rules at all is a kind 
of miracle." 
 
4. Does God exist? The DNA code informs, programs a cell's behavior. 
 
All instruction, all teaching, all training comes with 
intent. Someone who writes an instruction manual does 
so with purpose. Did you know that in every cell of our 
bodies there exists a very detailed instruction code, 
much like a miniature computer program? As you may 
know, a computer program is made up of ones and zeros, 
like this: 110010101011000. The way they are arranged 
tell the computer program what to do. The DNA code in 
each of our cells is very similar. It's made up of four 
chemicals that scientists abbreviate as A, T, G, and C.  
 
These are arranged in the human cell like this: CGTGTGACTCGCTCCTGAT and so 
on. There are three billion of these letters in every human cell!! 
 
Well, just like you can program your phone to beep for specific reasons, DNA 
instructs the cell. DNA is a three-billion-lettered program telling the cell to act in 
a certain way. It is a full instruction manual. 
 
Why is this so amazing? One has to ask....how did this 
information program wind up in each human cell? These 
are not just chemicals. These are chemicals that 
instruct, that code in a very detailed way exactly how 
the person's body should develop. 
 
Natural, biological causes are completely lacking as an 
explanation when programmed information is involved. 
You cannot find instruction, precise information like this, 
without someone intentionally constructing it. 
http://www.everystudent.com/features/isthere.html  

 

HOW WOULD YOU EXPLAIN TO SOMEONE THAT GOD EXISTS? 
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COMMANDMENT – TRUST GOD 

 

MATTHEW18:3-9  
‘“Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, you will never 
enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this 
child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoever welcomes one such 
child in my name welcomes me. “If anyone causes one of these little ones—those 
who believe in me—to stumble, it would be better for them to have a large 
millstone hung around their neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea. Woe 
to the world because of the things that cause people to stumble! Such things must 
come, but woe to the person through whom they come! If your hand or your foot 
causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to enter 
life maimed or crippled than to have two hands or two feet and be thrown into 
eternal fire. And if your eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it 
away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than to have two eyes and be 
thrown into the fire of hell.’ 
 
Theme: The two implications to Jesus' great love for those who come to Him in 
humble, child-like faith.  
 
One of the images from the Bible that I love very much—and I'm sure you love it 
too—is the image of the little children coming to Jesus. Clearly, it's an image that 
God Himself loves and values. That's why He has seen fit to include it for our 
instruction in His word. 
 
The Bible tells us that little children (and the Greek word that is used means just 
that—very small children) were brought to Him by their mothers and fathers; so 
that He could put His hands on them and pray over them. 
 
The disciples thought that was 'undignified' for these little ones to bother Jesus. 
The other notable rabbis and teachers of the day would usually keep themselves 
separate from small children. And so, thinking that they were doing what their 
Master would want, they rebuked the mothers and fathers and tried to 'shoo' the 
children away from Him. But Jesus rebuked His disciples. "Let the little children 
come to Me, and do not forbid them", He said; "for of such is the kingdom of 
heaven" (Matthew 19:14). He clearly welcomed them. And it seems equally clear 
that they loved to come to Him. 
 
I read a story the other day about a very stern-faced preacher who was preaching 
one Sunday in his church. He was preaching on the subject of "The Tears of Jesus"; 
and had apparently made this statement: "Three time we read that Jesus wept, 
but we never read that He smiled." And from the pew below the pulpit, a little 
girl—forgetting where she was—suddenly cried out, "Oh, but I know He did!" 
 
The serious-looking preacher was shocked; and he glared down from the pulpit at 
the little girl and said, "Why do you say that, my child?" The little girl knew that 
everyone was looking at her; and she was understandably frightened. But she 
spoke with all the humble sincerity she could and said, "Because the Bible says He 
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called a little child and he came to Him. And if Jesus had looked like you, I know 
the child would have been afraid to come."1  
 
I believe that self-righteous, hard-hearted, super-religious people were afraid of 
Jesus. And I'm sure that He made a lot of their faces hard and stern. But He didn't 
scare the truly humble and needy away. They felt safe with Him. They felt 
genuinely welcomed and loved by Him.  
 
They still do. 
 
This morning, we'll look together at the story in the Bible that the little girl spoke 
of—that story of the time when Jesus called the small boy to Himself, and of how 
the little boy gladly came.  
 
But we need to remember that it's a story that was told in the context of a rebuke. 
The disciples had been arguing among themselves over which of them would be the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven; and Jesus called the little boy forward to serve 
as an object lesson—to show the disciples what true greatness in His kingdom 
looked like. 
 
It's a story that's meant to teach us about the sort of humble, needy spirit with 
which we ourselves absolutely must approach Jesus—and, as a result, to move us 
to a change of behavior. It's a story that conveys His welcoming tenderness toward 
us; but that is also meant to result in our repenting of our sinful attitude. And this 
morning, I would like to particularly highlight two implications of the fact that 
Jesus welcomes those who come to Him in child-like faith. 
 
Turn with me to Matthew 18:1-9. And let's see, first, that it teaches us that . . . 
 
1. WE MUST TRUST JESUS WITH THE HUMBLE FAITH OF A LITTLE CHILD (vv. 1-4). 
 
The story begins with the words "At that time . . ." Literally, in the original 
language, it says, "In that hour . . ." The events we see at the beginning of this 
morning's passage occurred very soon after the events of the previous chapter. 
 
Now; think back to those events. Very shortly before this time, several important 
things had happened. Jesus had asked the disciples who He was; and as spokesman 
for the others, Simon announced, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God" 
(16:16). Jesus told him that he had given the right answer. Then, Jesus changed 
his name to Peter ("the Rock"); and announced to the others that it would be upon 
this "rock"—that is, the confession Peter had just made—that Jesus would build His 
church.  
 
Perhaps at this point, Peter began to wonder if he was something very special in 
the kingdom that Jesus would set up. Perhaps he thought that, when Jesus 
conquers all the enemies of Israel and sets up His kingdom on earth, Peter would 
have a special place of honor in it. 
 
Then, a little later on, Jesus took three of His disciples—Peter, James and John—up 
to a high mountain. There, He manifested His glory to them—giving them a 
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'preview', as it were, of His post-resurrection majesty as the risen Son of God 
before He went to the cross (16:28-17:8).  
 
No doubt, Peter, James and John would have thought that they all must be pretty 
important for Jesus to have given them such a privileged vision of Himself. He even 
told them not to tell anyone else—not even the others—about what they saw until 
He had been raised from the dead (17:9). They were the inside circle. Surely, 
Jesus must have though of them as VIPs in His coming kingdom! 
 
A little later still, Jesus and the three disciples came down from the mountain and 
found all of the other nine disciples—helplessly trying to cast a demon out of a 
young boy (17:14-21). Jesus rebuked them for having tried to miracles in His name 
without relying on His presence and help. And though we're not told so, I suspect 
that Peter, James and John were all three standing off to the side a little smug. 
After all, Jesus was not with the others at that time; but He was with them. 
 
A little later still, Jesus even told Peter to go out and catch a fish. He told Peter 
that inside the mouth of the fish, Peter would find a coin that would pay for both 
His and Peter's annual 'temple tax' (17:24-27). Peter surely would have noticed that 
Jesus didn't send James or John. They were fishermen too; but Jesus sent Peter! 
And what a privilege position Peter must have thought he had—that Jesus would 
pay His taxes jointly with him! 
 
Now; when we put all the Gospel accounts together, we see an interesting picture. 
Luke tells us that—somewhere along the way in their travels—a dispute had arisen 
among them over which of them was the greatest (Luke 9:46). Perhaps, looking 
back at the things that had happened prior to this point, we can see why. Who was 
the greatest? Was it Peter? Was it James and John? And if it wasn't Peter; which of 
the other two as it?—James, or John? Or why only them? Why couldn't it be one of 
the others? Hadn't Jesus chosen them, just as much as He had chosen Peter, James 
and John? 
 
It's a sad fact that, whenever we experience the riches of God's grace toward us, 
we so often start to think about how wonderful we must be—rather than on how 
wonderfully gracious God is. 
 
Apparently, the disciples had kept this argument to themselves. But Jesus knew 
their thoughts. Mark, in his Gospel, tells us that when they all got into the house at 
Capernaum, Jesus asked them, "What was it you disputed among yourselves on the 
road?" (Mark 9:33)? (Aren't you glad, by the way, that Jesus doesn't meet you and 
your family here at church to personally ask, "What was it you were arguing about 
as your car pulled up into the parking lot?") 
 
It seems that the disciples didn't know what to say to Jesus' question. They were 
embarrassed. But I suspect that, though they were embarrassed—and since the 
Lord already clearly knew their thoughts—they went ahead and spoke. All of this 
helps us understand why our passage begins as it does. We're told, "At that time 
the disciples came to Jesus saying, 'Who then is greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven?'" (v. 1). 
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And in response to their question, we read, "Then Jesus called a little child to Him" 
and "set him in the midst of them . . ." (v. 2). Apparently, the little boy was 
already there in the house. And apparently, he was old enough to come to Jesus 
when He called him. But the word that the original language uses means just what 
our translation says—a little child. He was just a tiny fella'. The little guy felt safe 
with Jesus.  
 
Our Lord called, and he gladly stopped whatever he was doing and came. That's 
good practical theology, by the way! When Jesus calls, we should come! This little 
boy did better than a lot of religious experts and New Testament scholars would 
do! 
 
Jesus placed this tiny, humble little boy in their plain view—as if he were an object 
lesson to them. Then He dropped the bombshell on them all. He said,  
 
 "Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, 
you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore whoever humbles 
himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven" (v. 3-4). 
 
Think with me about what Jesus says. He speaks in very strong terms. He begins by 
saying, “Assuredly” or “Verily, I say to you”; which is an indication that He is about 
to say something of great importance. We should always listen to what the Son of 
God says; but we should especially do so when He prefaces what He's about to say 
with the words, “Assuredly, I say to you”. And then, He uses one of the strongest 
negations that could be used—that is, unless the disciples or anyone else did what 
He is telling them, they would not in any way enter the kingdom of heaven. It's not 
that they simply wouldn't be “great” in the kingdom; they wouldn't even enter it! 
These words, then, are essential to our eternal salvation. 
 
So then; what does Jesus say to do? First, He says that we cannot enter the 
kingdom of heaven unless we are “converted”. And let's not understand that word 
to be simply a “religious conversion”; because that's not what Jesus means. The 
word He uses basically means “to turn around”. It means that we recognize that 
we're going in a wrong direction; and that we must turn around and go in the 
opposite direction. This means, by the way, that there are some “converts” that 
have never been truly “converted” at all. 
 
Think of this in terms of the disciples. They were after “greatness” in Jesus' 
kingdom; and Jesus doesn't rebuke them for having that ambition. In fact, I would 
suggest that Jesus wants us to be great in His kingdom. But the problem was that 
the disciples were going in the wrong direction to get there. They were engaged in 
a program of elevating themselves; and of putting everyone else in the position of 
serving them. They were preoccupied with “one-upmanship”; and were trying to 
crawl up to greatness upon one another's backs. And yet, to achieve true 
greatness, they needed to turn around and go the other direction.  
 
Jesus' path to greatness in His kingdom is not upward-mobility; but rather 
downward-humility. In His kingdom, the moral law of gravity states that "whatever 
comes up must first go down". Jesus pointed them toward the true direction of 
greatness when He later told them, 
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“You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are 
great exercise authority over them. Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever 
desires to be become great among you, let him be your servant. And whoever 
desires to be first among you, let him be your slave—Just as the Son of Man did not 
come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many” (Matthew 
20:25-28). 
 
So; the first thing they needed to do was to “be converted”. They must stop 
seeking greatness in the way the people of this world seek it. They must turn 
around and go the other direction. 
 
And second, Jesus tells them that , along with being “converted”, they must also 
“become as little children”. And there, before them, stood a living example. 
 
What does it mean, in Christ's kingdom, to become as little children? Well; we can 
sure that it doesn't mean that we should become “childish”. The disciples were 
being childish; and that's why the Lord needed to rebuke them. And we also know 
that it doesn't mean that we become “children” in our understanding; because, as 
the Bible tells us, in understanding we are to be “mature” (1 Corinthians 14:20). 
 
I think that a biblical explanation of what it means to become as a little child 
before Jesus—as vividly illustrated by the little boy that Jesus had set before His 
disciples—is given to us in Psalm 131. There, King David wrote; 
 
LORD, my heart is not haughty, 
Nor my eyes lofty. 
Neither do I concern myself with great matters, 
Nor with things too profound for me. 
Surely I have calmed and quieted my soul, 
Like a weaned child with his mother; 
Like a weaned child is my soul within me. 
O Israel, hope in the LORD 
From this time forth and forever (Psalm 131). 
 
So; taking our instruction from this psalm, to become like a little child means that 
we cease from being “haughty” or “proud”. It means that we cease from raising 
our eyes in a “lofty” or “arrogant” way. It means that we humbly accept that 
there are things that we cannot understand about the greatness of God's plan. It 
means that we cease being so arrogant and self-important that we wont accept 
what God says, unless it make perfect sense according our standard of reasoning. 
In a word, it means that we are meek and humble before God and His word.  
 
Second, it means that we become content in God's love. It means that we don't 
fret and worry about tomorrow's needs. It means that we become like a little child 
resting comfortably and satisfied in mother's arms after being fed. It means that 
we become calm within our soul because of the Father's good care for us. In a 
word, it means we're at peace in God's care. 
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And finally, it means that we hope in God. We don't look to our own resources. We 
don't imagine that it's all up to us. Instead, we place our hope in God's good care; 
and know that He will never let us down. We entrust tomorrow to Him, and look 
expectantly to His good plan. In a word, it means we're confident in God's power. 
 
Jesus said, “Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest 
in the kingdom of God” (v. 4). Unless we do so, we can't even enter Jesus' 
kingdom. But whoever does so is “great” in His kingdom. 
 
So then; have you come to Jesus on those terms? Have you repented of your pride 
and self-sufficiency; and have you come to Him as a little child? He warns that, 
unless you do, you cannot enter the kingdom of heaven. 
 
Now; before we go any further, I'd like to show you something. Look at this story as 
Mark tells it to us, in the ninth chapter of his Gospel. 
 
Mark tells us that Jesus called the disciples to Himself and said, “If anyone desires 
to be first, he shall be last of all and servant of all” (Mark 9:35). Then, to 
illustrate, we're told that He took this little child and set him in the midst of them. 
They could plainly see the living example of humility He was calling them to. 
 
But then, as a separate illustration, we're told, “And when He had taken him in His 
arms, He said to them, “Whoever receives one of these little children in My name 
receives Me; and whoever receives Me, receives not Me but Him who sent Me” (v. 
36). With the first act—that of bringing the child before the disciples—Jesus was 
illustrating how we should come to Him in the humble manner of a little child. 
And with the second act—that of taking the same child up in His arms—He was 
illustrating how we should receive and welcome those who come to Him in such 
humility of spirit. 
 
This leads us to the next point in our passage. And it is an unusually serious one! It 
teaches us that . . . 
 
2. WE'D BETTER NOT HARM THE FAITH OF THOSE WHO SO TRUST HIM (vv. 5-9). 
 
First, notice that Jesus begins by saying, “Whoever receives one little child like 
this in My name receives Me” (v. 5). I don't believe Jesus had only strictly “little 
children” in mind; but that He would have us also apply this to anyone who believe 
on His word, and rest in Him, and who trust in His grace with childlike faith—no 
matter what their age. 
 
He says that, if we “receive” them (that is, welcome them and kindly include 
them), and if we do so “in His name” (that is, as His representatives, and as He 
Himself would do), then we are truly receiving Him. And notice that He says that 
this is true, even if it is only one such child. He values each and every one of those 
who trust in Him with simple faith; and watches carefully to see that they are 
treated rightly by others. He has already spoken of this to His disciples; when He 
said, 
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He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who sent 
Me. He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's 
reward. And he who receives a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall 
receive a righteous man's reward. And whoever gives one of these little ones only a 
cup of cold water in the name of a disciple, assuredly, I say to you, he shall by no 
means lose his reward” (Matthew 10:40-42). 
 
But now is when our Lord speaks some of the most frightening words we find Him 
speaking in the Bible. He says, “But whoever causes one of these little ones who 
believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him if a millstone were hung around 
his neck, and he were drowned in the depths of the sea” (v. 6).  
 
Literally, Jesus speaks here of an upper-millstone—a stone that was used in the 
grinding of grain on a mill. It was so large and heavy that it had to be harnessed to 
a donkey by a large beam, so that the stone could be turned by brute force. It was 
so big that, if it were tied to a man's neck and he were thrown into the sea, he'd 
sink directly to the bottom and not come up. What's more, Jesus speaks of 
throwing such a man into the depth of the sea. A smaller stone in shallower water 
would do the job just as much; but Jesus is speaking her of something that is sever 
and permanent. 
 
If I may say this reverently, Jesus almost speaks like a hit-man in this passage—
promising to send someone off to 'sleep with the fishes' if they tamper with any of 
his believing little ones. But really, it's much worse than that! Note that Jesus isn't 
simply saying that someone who harms one of His little ones should have a 
millstone tied around his neck and be thrown into the sea. He is saying that such a 
person would be better off if that were done for them than what will happen to 
them. Jesus is warning that an unspeakably worse destiny awaits such a person 
than anything that could be done with a millstone and the sea! He speaks later of 
being 'cast into the everlasting fire' (v. 8), or of being cast into hell-fire' (v. 9).  
 
Being thrown into the midst of the deep sea with a millstone tied about one's neck 
would be a horrible end. But it's temporary compared to the eternal judgment 
Jesus is speaking of. Clearly, the Judge of all the earth is putting the people of 
this world on notice never mess with any of His little believing ones. No one 
had better ever interfere with their faith, or hinder them from coming to Him; 
and once they come, no one had better ever cause them to stumble in their 
faith or tempt them into sin! They will most certainly answer to the Judge of all 
the earth for it if they do. 
 
Note that Jesus speaks realistically of life in this fallen world. “Woe to the world 
because of offenses” (v. 7); that is, because of the occasions and enticements to 
sin that are in it. We live in a world that is full of such things. We can't expect to 
escape being touched by them. In fact, Jesus even says, “[F]or offenses must 
come”. Literally, they are “necessary”. In some mysterious way, even they are a 
part of God's decree. In His sovereign wisdom, He has permitted that it be so.  
 
Nevertheless, He doesn't fail to hold the 'secondary cause' of that offense 
responsible. He goes on to say, “But woe to that man by whom the offense 
comes!” Woe to that man or woman who keeps 'little ones' from coming to Jesus. 
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Woe to them when they undercut a growing faith in Him; or when they 
deliberately keep those little ones from church; or when they deliberately mix the 
pure gospel message up with the philosophies and religions of this world in order to 
confuse them or hide its truth from them. Woe to the teacher or college professor 
who mocks and belittles the faith of Jesus' little ones; or who makes it their aim to 
destroy the faith of those unfortunate believers who end up in their classroom. 
Woe to those who recruit Jesus' little ones to cults and false religions though the 
pretense of professing the truths of the Christian faith; thus embittering their poor 
victims from the pure claims of His word. Woe to anyone who would dare to lead 
one of Jesus' little ones into sin in order to justify their own sinful inclinations. And 
especially, woe to those who ever dare to lay a hand on any of Jesus' precious 
little ones as an object of their own vile lusts! 
 
Jesus here gives prudent advice—advice, in fact, that He had given before in His 
Sermon on The Mount; 
 
“If your hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you. It is better 
for you to enter into life lame or maimed, rather than having two hands or two 
feet, to be cast into the everlasting fire. And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it 
out and cast it from you. It is better for you to enter into life with one eye, rather 
than having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire" (Matthew 18:8-9). 
 
Jesus is saying, in this context, that if there is anything in your life that would lead 
you to cause one of His little ones to stumble and fall into sin, it would be better 
for you to take whatever drastic measures are necessary to sever yourself from it. I 
don't believe that Jesus is saying that you should actually, physically cut off your 
hand or foot, or dig out your eye. But He is saying that if there is anything in our 
lives that would lead us to cause you to harm the faith of even a single one of His 
little ones who believe in Him—even if it were your hand, or your foot, or your 
eye—you're much better off going through life without it.  
 
This, as I said before, is not only an affirmation of Jesus' attitude toward those 
who come to Him with simple child-like faith. It's a call to repentance. 
 
http://www.bethanybible.org/archive/2007/093007.htm  

 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO YOU TO TRUST GOD? 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bethanybible.org/archive/2007/093007.htm
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COMMANDMENT - DO NOT WORRY OR BE FEARFUL 

 

LUKE 12:6-7  
‘Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten by 
God. Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don’t be afraid; you 
are worth more than many sparrows.’ 
 
LUKE 12:22-34  
‘Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your 
life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. For life is more 
than food, and the body more than clothes. Consider the ravens: They do not sow 
or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much 
more valuable you are than birds! Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to 
your life? Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the 
rest? “Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labour or spin. Yet I tell 
you, not even Solomon in all his splendour was dressed like one of these. If that is 
how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is 
thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you—you of little faith! And 
do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. For the 
pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need 
them. But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. “Do not 
be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. 
Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will 
not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes near 
and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.’ 
 
PROVERBS 3:5  
‘Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own 
understanding.’ 
 
ISAIAH 12:2   
‘Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid; for the Lord God 
is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation.’ 
 
JEREMIAH17:7-8  
‘Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord. He is like a 
tree planted by water, that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear 
when heat comes, for its leaves remain green, and is not anxious in the year of 
drought, for it does not cease to bear fruit.’ 
 
ROMANS 8:28   
‘And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for 
those who are called according to his purpose.’ 
 
2 CORINTHIANS 5:7 
‘For we live by faith, not by sight.’ 
 
PHILIPPINES 4:6, 8 
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‘Don’t worry about anything; instead pray about everything. Tell God what you 
need, and thank him for all he has done.… Fix your thoughts on what is true, and 
honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things 
that are excellent and worthy of praise.’ 
 

God wants you to trust him one day at a time: “Give us this day our daily bread.” 
Not for next week. Not for next year. Not for next month. Just one day at a time. 
 
Philippians 4:6 and 8 show us that there are four things that you need to do to 
trust God on a daily basis: “Don’t worry about anything; instead pray about 
everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done.… Fix your 
thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and 
admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise” (NLT). 
 
1. Worry about nothing.  
 Why is worry such a big deal? Because it’s not just a bad habit. It’s a flat out sin! 
But God keeps his promises, and you can trust that he will take care of you. “Don’t 
worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring its own worries. Today’s trouble is 
enough for today” (Matthew 6:34). 
 
2. Pray about everything. 
 Prayer can change things. Romans 8:32 says, “He who did not spare his own Son, 
but gave him up for us all — how will he not also, along with him, graciously give 
us all things?” (NIV) God solved your biggest problem — getting into Heaven — 
when he sent Jesus to die for you. If God loved you enough to send Jesus to die for 
you, don’t you think he loves you enough to take care of all these other problems? 
 
3. Thank God in all things. 
 No matter what happens, give thanks. The Bible doesn’t say, “For all things give 
thanks.” It says, “In all things give thanks.” You don’t have to be thankful for bad 
things in your life. You should never be thankful for evil. You don’t have to be 
thankful for cancer or a car accident or war or abuse. But God says in everything 
give thanks. Why? Because you know that God’s going to take care of you. You 
know he’s going to meet your needs. You know he’s going to help you. 
 
4. Think about the right things. 
 God gives us a list of things to think about, things that are true, honorable, right, 
pure, lovely, admirable, excellent, and worthy of praise. Where do you find things 
that are pure and lovely to think about? At the movies? I don’t think so. On TV? No. 
You will only find pure and lovely and honorable thoughts in the Word of God. You 
need to read it, study it, memorize it, and fill your mind with it. Isaiah 26:3 says, 
“You will keep in perfect peace all who trust in you, all whose thoughts are fixed 
on you!” (NLT) 
http://rickwarren.org/devotional/english/trust-one-day-at-a-time  
 
We cannot trust someone we don’t know, and that is the secret of learning to trust 
God. When someone says, “Trust me,” we have one of two reactions. Either we 
can say, “Yes, I’ll trust you,” or we can say, “Why should I?” In God’s case, 
trusting Him naturally follows when we understand why we should.  

http://rickwarren.org/devotional/english/trust-one-day-at-a-time
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The main reason we should trust God is that He is worthy of our trust. Unlike men, 
He never lies and never fails to fulfill His promises. “God is not a man, that he 
should lie, nor a son of man, that he should change his mind. Does he speak and 
then not act? Does he promise and not fulfill?” (Numbers 23:19; Psalm 89:34). 
Unlike men, He has the power to bring to pass what He plans and purposes to do. 
Isaiah 14:24 tells us, “The LORD Almighty has sworn, ‘Surely, as I have planned, so 
it will be, and as I have purposed, so it will stand.’” Furthermore, His plans are 
perfect, holy, and righteous, and He works all things together for good for those 
who love Him and are called according to His holy purpose (Romans 8:28). If we 
endeavor to know God through His Word, we will see that He is worthy of our 
trust, and our trust in Him will grow daily. To know Him is to trust Him. 
 
 We can learn to trust God as we see how He has proven Himself to be trustworthy 
in our lives and the lives of others. In 1 Kings 8:56 we read, “Praise be to the 
LORD, who has given rest to his people Israel just as he promised. Not one word 
has failed of all the good promises he gave through his servant Moses.” The record 
of God’s promises is there in His Word for all to see, as is the record of their 
fulfillment. Historical documents verify those events and speak of God’s 
faithfulness to His people. Every Christian can give personal testimony to God’s 
trustworthiness as we see His work in our lives, fulfilling His promises to save our 
souls and use us for His purposes (Ephesians 2:8-10) and comfort us with the peace 
that passes all understanding as we run the race He has planned out for us 
(Philippians 4:6-7; Hebrews 12:1). The more we experience His grace, faithfulness, 
and goodness, the more we trust Him (Psalm 100:5; Isaiah 25:1). 
 
 A third reason to trust God is that we really have no sensible alternative. 
Should we trust in ourselves or in others who are sinful, unpredictable, unreliable, 
have limited wisdom, and who frequently make bad choices and decisions swayed 
by emotion? Or do we trust in the all-wise, all-knowing, all-powerful, gracious, 
merciful, loving God who has good intentions for us? The choice should be obvious, 
but we fail to trust God because we don’t know Him. As already stated, we cannot 
hope to trust in someone who is essentially a stranger to us, but that is easily 
remedied. God has not made Himself difficult to find or know. All we need to know 
about God, He has graciously made available to us in the Bible, His holy Word to 
His people. To know God is to trust Him. 
http://www.gotquestions.org/trust-God.html  

 

WHAT ACTIONS ARE YOU GOING TO TAKE TO STOP WORRYING? 
 
 
 

 

 
GOD’S WRATH 
 

Here are five biblical truths about the wrath of God: 
 
1. God’s wrath is just. 

http://www.gotquestions.org/trust-God.html
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It has become common for many to argue that the God of the Old Testament is a 
moral monster that is by no means worthy of worship. 
However, biblical authors have no such problem. In fact, God’s wrath is said to be 
in perfect accord with God’s justice. Paul writes, “But because of your hard and 
impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when 
God’s righteous judgment will be revealed” (Romans 2:5). God’s wrath, then, is in 
proportion to human sinfulness.  Similarly, Proverbs 24:12 says, “If you say, 
‘Behold, we did not know this,’ does not he who weighs hearts perceive it? Does 
not he who keeps watch over your soul know it, and will he not repay man 
according to his work?” J.I. Packer summarizes: “God’s wrath in the Bible is never 
the capricious, self-indulgent, irritable, morally ignoble thing that human anger so 
often is. It is, instead, a right and necessary reaction to objective moral evil” 
(Knowing God, P151).  
 
2. God’s wrath is to be feared. 
God’s wrath is to be feared because all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of 
God (Romans 3:23). God’s wrath is to be feared because we are justly condemned 
sinners apart from Christ (Romans 5:1). God’s wrath is to be feared because he is 
powerful enough to do what he promises (Jeremiah 32:17). God’s wrath is to be 
feared because God promises eternal punishment apart from Christ (Matthew 
25:46).  
3. God’s wrath is consistent in the Old and New Testament. 
It is common to think of the Old Testament God as mean, harsh, and wrath-filled, 
and the God of the New Testament as kind, patient, and loving. Neither of these 
portraits are representative of Scripture’s teaching on the wrath of God.  
We find immensely fearful descriptions of the wrath of God in both the Old and the 
New Testament. Here are just a few examples:  
 
“Behold the storm of the LORD! Wrath has gone forth, a whirling tempest; it will 
burst upon the head of the wicked.” (Jeremiah 30:23) 
“The LORD is a jealous and avenging God; the LORD is avenging and wrathful; the 
Lord takes vengeance on His adversaries and keeps wrath for His enemies.” 
(Nahum 1:2)  
“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.” 
(Romans 1:18) 
“From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and 
He will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of 
the wrath of God the Almighty.” (Revelation 19:15)  
 
4. God’s wrath is his love in action against sin. 
This is counter-intuitive, but hear me out.  
God is love, and God does all things for his glory (Romans 11:36). He loves his glory 
above all (and that is a good thing!). Therefore, God rules the world in such a way 
that brings himself maximum glory. This means that God must act justly and judge 
sin (i.e. respond with wrath), otherwise God would not be God. God’s love for his 
glory motivates his wrath against sin. Admittedly, God’s love for his own glory is a 
most sobering reality for many and not good news for sinners. It is after all, “a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of a living God” (Hebrews 10:31).  
 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%202.5
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2024.12
http://www.amazon.com/Knowing-God-J-I-Packer/dp/083081650X/?tag=desigod06-20
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%203.23
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%205.1
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jer%2032.17
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2025.46
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2025.46
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Jer%2030.23
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Nah%201.2
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%201.18
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%2019.15
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2011.36
http://www.desiringgod.org/blog/posts/brad-pitt-why-emphasize-gods-god-centeredness
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2010.31
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5. God’s wrath is satisfied in Christ. 
Here we have the ultimate good news: “Jesus Christ came into the world to save 
sinners” (1 Timothy 1:15). Because of Christ, God can rightly call sinners justified 
(Romans 3:26). God has done what we could not do, and he has done what we 
didn’t deserve.  
http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/five-truths-about-the-wrath-of-god  

 

WHY IS UNDERSTANDING GOD’S WRATH IMPORTANT? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
SIN 

 

MATTHEW 9:11-12 
‘And having seen (Jesus eating with Matthew and his colleagues) the Pharisees 
were saying to the Disciples of Him why with tax collectors and sinners eat the 
Teacher of you?  But the One having heard said no need have the ones being well 
of a physician but the ones having illness.’ 
 
(Jesus was talking figuratively here, saying that those who are already His 
followers do not need the Gospel.) 
 
JOHN 8:7,11 
‘..the one without sin of you first at her let him throw a stone….and said Jesus 
neither I condemn you go and from now no longer sin.’ 
 
(Jesus was saying that we all have sinned (done wrong) and whatever degree of 
sinning, a sin is a sin, whether it be adultery (as has occurred here) or swearing.) 
 
JOHN 8:24 
‘..and in the sin of you will die….for if you do not have faith that I am you will 
die in the sins of you.’ 
 
(Jesus is making it abundantly clear that if you do not have faith in Him, you will 
die from your sins.) 
 
JOHN 8:34-36 
‘Answered them Jesus, truly, truly I say to you that everyone doing sin a slave is 
of sin…….If therefore the Son frees you, really free men you will be.’ 
 
(The word ‘slave’ indicates that we are ‘bound’ to sin, we are its servants, 
obeying its every whim.  It is like being a drug addict – there is no freedom from it 
apart from asking Jesus to set you free and serve Him and instead, become His 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Tim%201.15
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%203.26
http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/five-truths-about-the-wrath-of-god


 

18 
 

‘slave’.  Become Jesus’ ‘slave’ means you have true freedom to become the 
person you are meant to be, to become ‘fulfilled’ as you love and serve God.) 
 
Sin is described in the Bible as transgression of the law of God (1 John 3:4) and 
rebellion against God (Deuteronomy 9:7; Joshua 1:18). Sin had its beginning with 
Lucifer, probably the most beautiful and powerful of the angels. Not content with 
his position, he desired to be higher than God, and that was his downfall, the 
beginning of sin (Isaiah 14:12-15). Renamed Satan, he brought sin to the human 
race in the Garden of Eden, where he tempted Adam and Eve with the same 
enticement, “you shall be like God.” Genesis 3 describes Adam and Eve’s rebellion 
against God and against His command. Since that time, sin has been passed down 
through all the generations of mankind and we, Adam’s descendants, have 
inherited sin from him. Romans 5:12 tells us that through Adam sin entered the 
world, and so death was passed on to all men because “the wages of sin is death” 
(Romans 6:23). 
 
Through Adam, the inherent inclination to sin entered the human race, and human 
beings became sinners by nature. When Adam sinned, his inner nature was 
transformed by his sin of rebellion, bringing to him spiritual death and depravity 
which would be passed on to all who came after him. We are sinners not because 
we sin; rather, we sin because we are sinners. This passed-on depravity is known 
as inherited sin. Just as we inherit physical characteristics from our parents, we 
inherit our sinful natures from Adam. King David lamented this condition of fallen 
human nature in Psalm 51:5: “Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my 
mother conceived me.” 
 
Another type of sin is known as imputed sin. Used in both financial and legal 
settings, the Greek word translated “imputed” means “to take something that 
belongs to someone and credit it to another’s account.” Before the Law of Moses 
was given, sin was not imputed to man, although men were still sinners because of 
inherited sin. After the Law was given, sins committed in violation of the Law were 
imputed (accounted) to them (Romans 5:13). Even before transgressions of the law 
were imputed to men, the ultimate penalty for sin (death) continued to reign 
(Romans 5:14). All humans, from Adam to Moses, were subject to death, not 
because of their sinful acts against the Mosaic Law (which they did not have), but 
because of their own inherited sinful nature. After Moses, humans were subject 
to death both because of inherited sin from Adam and imputed sin from 
violating the laws of God. 
 
God used the principle of imputation to benefit mankind when He imputed the 
sin of believers to the account of Jesus Christ, who paid the penalty for that 
sin—death—on the cross. Imputing our sin to Jesus, God treated Him as if He were 
a sinner, though He was not, and had Him die for the sins of the entire world (1 
John 2:2). It is important to understand that sin was imputed to Him, but He did 
not inherit it from Adam. He bore the penalty for sin, but He never became a 
sinner. His pure and perfect nature was untouched by sin. He was treated as 
though He were guilty of all the sins ever committed by the human race, even 
though He committed none. In exchange, God imputed the righteousness of Christ 
to believers and credited our accounts with His righteousness, just as He had 
credited our sins to Christ’s account (2 Corinthians 5:21). 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%203.4
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%209.7
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Josh%201.18
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2014.12-15
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%203
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%205.12
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%206.23
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2051.5
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%205.13
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%205.14
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%202.2
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%202.2
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%205.21
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A third type of sin is personal sin, that which is committed every day by every 
human being. Because we have inherited a sin nature from Adam, we commit 
individual, personal sins, everything from seemingly innocent untruths to murder. 
Those who have not placed their faith in Jesus Christ must pay the penalty for 
these personal sins, as well as inherited and imputed sin. However, believers have 
been freed from the eternal penalty of sin—hell and spiritual death—but now we 
also have the power to resist sinning. Now we can choose whether or not to 
commit personal sins because we have the power to resist sin through the Holy 
Spirit who dwells within us, sanctifying and convicting us of our sins when we do 
commit them (Romans 8:9-11). Once we confess our personal sins to God and ask 
forgiveness for them, we are restored to perfect fellowship and communion with 
Him. “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 
 
https://gotquestions.org/definition-sin.html  

 

WHAT IS SIN AND WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO RECOGNISE IT? 
 
 
 

 

 
‘JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH’ AND ‘PENAL SUBSTITUTION’ 
 

Justified by Faith Alone 
 
1.Rom. 3:28-30, "For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from 
works of the Law. Or is God the God of Jews only? Is He not the God of Gentiles 
also? Yes, of Gentiles also, since indeed God who will justify the circumcised by 
faith and the uncircumcised through faith is one." 
2.Rom. 4:5, "But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies 
the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness," 
3.Rom. 5:1, "therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ;" 
4.Rom. 9:30, "What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not pursue 
righteousness, attained righteousness, even the righteousness which is by faith;" 
5.Rom. 10:4, "For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who 
believes." 
6.Rom. 11:6, "But if it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of works, otherwise 
grace is no longer grace." 
7.Gal. 2:16, "nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the 
Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that 
we may be justified by faith in Christ, and not by the works of the Law; since by 
the works of the Law shall no flesh be justified." 
8.Gal. 2:21, I do not nullify the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through 
the Law, then Christ died needlessly. 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.9-11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%201.9
https://gotquestions.org/definition-sin.html
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9.Gal. 3:5-6, "Does He then, who provides you with the Spirit and works miracles 
among you, do it by the works of the Law, or by hearing with faith? Even so 
Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness." 
10.Gal. 3:24, "Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, that 
we may be justified by faith." 
11.Eph. 2:8-9, "For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God. Not by works, lest any man should boast." 
12.Phil. 3:9, "and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own 
derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness 
which comes from God on the basis of faith." 
 
Question: "Why is sola fide important?" 
 
Answer: Sola fide which means "faith alone" is important because it is one of the 
distinguishing characteristics or key points that separate the true biblical Gospel 
from false gospels. At stake is the very Gospel itself and it is therefore a matter of 
eternal life or death. Getting the Gospel right is of such importance that the 
Apostle Paul would write in Galatians 1:9, “As we have already said, so now I say 
again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let 
him be eternally condemned!” Paul was addressing the same question that sola 
fide addresses—on what basis is man declared by God to be justified? Is it by faith 
alone or by faith combined with works? Paul makes it clear in Galatians and 
Romans that man is “justified by faith in Christ and not by observing the law” 
(Galatians 2:16), and the rest of the Bible concurs. 
 
Sola fide is one of the five solas that came to define and summarize the key issues 
of the Protestant Reformation. Each of these Latin phrases represents a key area 
of doctrine that was an issue of contention between the Reformers and the Roman 
Catholic Church, and today they still serve to summarize key doctrines essential to 
the Gospel and to Christian life and practice. The Latin word sola means “alone” 
or “only” and the essential Christian doctrines represented by these five Latin 
phrases accurately summarize the biblical teaching on these crucial subjects: sola 
scriptura—Scripture alone, sola fide—faith alone, sola gratia—grace alone, sola 
Christus—Christ alone, and sola Deo gloria—for the glory of God alone. Each one is 
vitally important, and they are all closely tied together. Deviation from one will 
lead to error in another essential doctrine, and the result will almost always be a 
false gospel which is powerless to save. 
 
Sola fide or faith alone is a key point of difference between not only Protestants 
and Catholics but between biblical Christianity and almost all other religions and 
teachings. The teaching that we are declared righteous by God (justified) on the 
basis of our faith alone and not by works is a key doctrine of the Bible and a line 
that divides most cults from biblical Christianity. While most religions and cults 
teach men what works they must do to be saved, the Bible teaches that we are not 
saved by works, but by God’s grace through His gift of faith (Ephesians 2:8-9). 
Biblical Christianity is distinct from every other religion in that it is centered on 
what God has accomplished through Christ’s finished work, while all other religions 
are based on human achievement. If we abandon the doctrine of justification by 
faith, we abandon the only way of salvation. “Now when a man works, his wages 
are not credited to him as a gift, but as an obligation. However, to the man who 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal%201.9
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal%202.16
https://gotquestions.org/Protestant-Reformation.html
https://gotquestions.org/cult-definition.html
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%202.8
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does not work but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as 
righteousness" (Romans 4:4-5). The Bible teaches that those that trust Jesus Christ 
for justification by faith alone are imputed with His righteousness (2 Corinthians 
5:21), while those who try to establish their own righteousness or mix faith with 
works will receive the punishment due to all who fall short of God’s perfect 
standard.  
 
Sola fide—the doctrine of justification by faith alone apart from works—is simply 
recognizing what is taught over and over in Scripture—that at some point in time 
God declares ungodly sinners righteous by imputing Christ’s righteousness to them 
(Romans 4:5, 5:8, 5:19). This happens apart from any works and before the 
individual actually begins to become righteous. This is an important distinction 
between Catholic theology that teaches righteous works are meritorious towards 
salvation and Protestant theology that affirms the biblical teaching that righteous 
works are the result and evidence of a born-again person who has been justified by 
God and regenerated by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
How important is sola fide? It is so important to the Gospel message and a biblical 
understanding of salvation that Martin Luther described it as being “the article 
with and by which the church stands.” Those who reject sola fide reject the only 
Gospel that can save them and by necessity embrace a false gospel. That is why 
Paul so adamantly denounces those who taught law-keeping or other works of 
righteousness in Galatians 1:9 and other passages. Yet today this important biblical 
doctrine is once again under attack. Too often sola fide is relegated to secondary 
importance instead of being recognized as an essential doctrine of Christianity, 
which it certainly is.  
 
“Consider Abraham: ‘He believed God, and it was credited to him as 
righteousness.’ Understand, then, that those who believe are children of Abraham. 
The Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced 
the gospel in advance to Abraham: ‘All nations will be blessed through you.’ So 
those who have faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. All who 
rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written: ‘Cursed is everyone 
who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.’ Clearly no 
one is justified before God by the law, because, ‘The righteous will live by faith’” 
(Galatians 3:6-11). 
https://gotquestions.org/sola-fide.html  
 
Question: "How can you believe in salvation by faith alone when the only 
occurrence of ‘faith alone’ in the Bible (James 2:24) says that salvation is not 
by faith alone?" 
 
Answer: It is entirely true that the one verse in the Bible that contains the exact 
phrase “faith alone” seems to argue against salvation by faith alone. James 2:24 
reads, “You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone” (ESV). 
However, rejecting the doctrine of salvation by faith alone based on this verse has 
two major problems. First, the context of James 2:24 is not arguing against the 
doctrine of salvation by faith alone. Second, the Bible does not need to contain the 
precise phrase “faith alone” in order to clearly teach salvation by faith alone. 
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James 2:14–26, as a whole, and especially verse 24, has been the subject of some 
confused interpretations. The passage definitely seems to cause serious problems 
for the “salvation by faith alone” concept. First, we need to clear up a 
misconception, namely, that James means the same thing by “justified” in James 
2:24 that Paul means in Romans 3:28. Paul is using the word justified to mean 
“declared righteous by God.” Paul is speaking of God’s legal declaration of us as 
righteous as Christ’s righteousness is applied to our account. James is using the 
word justified to mean “being demonstrated and proved.” 
 
The 2011 NIV provides an excellent rendering of James 2:24: “You see that a 
person is considered righteous by what they do and not by faith alone” (emphasis 
added). Similarly, the NLT translation of James 2:24 reads, “So you see, we are 
shown to be right with God by what we do, not by faith alone” (emphasis added). 
The entire James 2:14–26 passage is about proving the genuineness of your faith by 
what you do. A genuine salvation experience by faith in Jesus Christ will inevitably 
result in good works (cf. Ephesians 2:10). The works are the demonstration and 
proof of faith (James 2:18). A faith without works is useless (James 2:20) and dead 
(James 2:17); in other words, it is not true faith at all. Salvation is by faith alone, 
but that faith will never be alone. 
 
While James 2:24 is the only verse that contains the precise phrase “faith alone,” 
there are many other verses that do, in fact, teach salvation by faith alone. Any 
verse that ascribes salvation to faith/belief, with no other requirement 
mentioned, is a declaration that salvation is by faith alone. John 3:16 declares that 
salvation is given to “whoever believes in Him.” Acts 16:31 proclaims, “Believe in 
the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved.” Ephesians 2:8 says, “For by grace you have 
been saved through faith.” See also Romans 3:28; 4:5; 5:1; Galatians 2:16; 3:24; 
Ephesians 1:13; and Philippians 3:9. Many other verses could be referenced in 
addition to these. 
 
In summary, James 2:24 does not argue against salvation by faith alone. Rather, it 
argues against a salvation that is alone, a salvation devoid of good works and 
obedience to God’s Word. James’s point is that we demonstrate our faith by what 
we do (James 2:18). Regardless of the absence of the precise phrase “faith alone,” 
the New Testament definitely teaches that salvation is the product of God’s grace 
in response to our faith. “Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. On what 
principle? . . . On that of faith” (Romans 3:27). There is no other requirement. 
https://gotquestions.org/faith-alone.html  
 
Question: "Why is faith without works dead?" 
 
Answer: James says, “For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without 
works is dead also” (James 2:26). Faith without works is a dead faith because the 
lack of works reveals an unchanged life or a spiritually dead heart. There are many 
verses that say that true saving faith will result in a transformed life, that faith is 
demonstrated by the works we do. How we live reveals what we believe and 
whether the faith we profess to have is a living faith. 
 
James 2:14–26 is sometimes taken out of context in an attempt to create a works-
based system of righteousness, but that is contrary to many other passages of 
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Scripture. James is not saying that our works make us righteous before God but 
that real saving faith is demonstrated by good works. Works are not the cause of 
salvation; works are the evidence of salvation. Faith in Christ always results in 
good works. The person who claims to be a Christian but lives in willful 
disobedience to Christ has a false or dead faith and is not saved. Paul basically 
says the same thing in 1 Corinthians 6:9–10. James contrasts two different types of 
faith—true faith that saves and false faith that is dead. 
 
Many profess to be Christians, but their lives and priorities indicate otherwise. 
Jesus put it this way: “By their fruits you will know them. Do people pick grapes 
from thorn bushes, or figs from thistles? Just so, every good tree bears good fruit, 
and a rotten tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a 
rotten tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut 
down and thrown into the fire. So by their fruits you will know them. Not everyone 
who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one 
who does the will of my Father in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, 
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name? Did we not drive out demons in your 
name? Did we not do mighty deeds in your name?’ Then I will declare to them 
solemnly, ‘I never knew you. Depart from me, you evildoers’” (Matthew 7:16–23). 
 
Notice that the message of Jesus is the same as the message of James. Obedience 
to God is the mark of true saving faith. James uses the examples of Abraham and 
Rahab to illustrate the obedience that accompanies salvation. Simply saying we 
believe in Jesus does not save us, nor does religious service. What saves us is the 
Holy Spirit’s regeneration of our hearts, and that regeneration will invariably be 
seen in a life of faith featuring ongoing obedience to God. 
 
Misunderstanding the relationship of faith and works comes from not understanding 
what the Bible teaches about salvation. There are really two errors in regards to 
works and faith. The first error is “easy believism,” the teaching that, as long as a 
person prayed a prayer or said, “I believe in Jesus,” at some point in his life, then 
he is saved, no matter what. So a person who, as a child, raised his hand in a 
church service is considered saved, even though he has never shown any desire to 
walk with God since and is, in fact, living in blatant sin. This teaching, sometimes 
called “decisional regeneration,” is dangerous and deceptive. The idea that a 
profession of faith saves a person, even if he lives like the devil afterwards, 
assumes a new category of believer called the “carnal Christian.” This allows 
various ungodly lifestyles to be excused: a man may be an unrepentant adulterer, 
liar, or bank robber, but he’s saved; he’s just “carnal.” Yet, as we can see in 
James 2, an empty profession of faith—one that does not result in a life of 
obedience to Christ—is in reality a dead faith that cannot save. 
 
The other error in regards to works and faith is to attempt to make works part of 
what justifies us before God. The mixture of works and faith to earn salvation is 
totally contrary to what Scripture teaches. Romans 4:5 says, “To him who does not 
work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for 
righteousness.” James 2:26 says, “Faith without works is dead.” There is no 
conflict between these two passages. We are justified by grace through faith, and 
the natural result of faith in the heart is works that all can see. The works that 
follow salvation do not make us righteous before God; they simply flow from the 
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regenerated heart as naturally as water flows from a spring. 
 
Salvation is a sovereign act of God whereby an unregenerate sinner has the 
“washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit” poured out on him 
(Titus 3:5), thereby causing him to be born again (John 3:3). When this happens, 
God gives the forgiven sinner a new heart and puts a new spirit within him (Ezekiel 
36:26). God removes his sin-hardened heart of stone and fills him with the Holy 
Spirit. The Spirit then causes the saved person to walk in obedience to God’s Word 
(Ezekiel 36:26–27). 
 
Faith without works is dead because it reveals a heart that has not been 
transformed by God. When we have been regenerated by the Holy Spirit, our lives 
will demonstrate that new life. Our works will be characterized by obedience to 
God. Unseen faith will become seen by the production of the fruit of the Spirit in 
our lives (Galatians 5:22). Christians belong to Christ, the Good Shepherd. As His 
sheep we hear His voice and follow Him (John 10:26–30). 
 
Faith without works is dead because faith results in a new creation, not a 
repetition of the same old patterns of sinful behavior. As Paul wrote in 2 
Corinthians 5:17, “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have 
passed away; behold, all things have become new.” 
 
Faith without works is dead because it comes from a heart that has not been 
regenerated by God. Empty professions of faith have no power to change lives. 
Those who pay lip service to faith but who do not possess the Spirit will hear Christ 
Himself say to them, “I never knew you. Depart from me, you evildoers” (Matthew 
7:23). 
https://gotquestions.org/faith-without-works-dead.html  
 
Penal Substitution 
 
Question: "What is the doctrine of penal substitution?" 
 
Answer: In the simplest possible terms, the biblical doctrine of penal substitution 
holds that Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross takes the place of the punishment we ought 
to suffer for our sins. As a result, God’s justice is satisfied, and those who accept 
Christ can be forgiven and reconciled to God. 
 
The word penal means “related to punishment for offenses,” and substitution 
means “the act of a person taking the place of another.” So, penal substitution is 
the act of a person taking the punishment for someone else’s offenses. In Christian 
theology, Jesus Christ is the Substitute, and the punishment He took (at the cross) 
was ours, based on our sin (1 Peter 2:24). 
 
According to the doctrine of penal substitution, God’s perfect justice demands 
some form of atonement for sin. Humanity is depraved, to such an extent that we 
are spiritually dead and incapable of atoning for sin in any way (Ephesians 2:1). 
Penal substitution means Jesus’ death on the cross propitiated (see later for 
meaning), or satisfied, God’s requirement for justice. God’s mercy allows Jesus to 
take the punishment we deserve for our sins. As a result, Jesus’ sacrifice serves as 
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a substitute for anyone who accepts it. In a very direct sense, Jesus is exchanged 
for us as the recipient of sin’s penalty. 
 
Penal substitution is clearly taught by the Bible. In fact, much of what God did 
prior to Jesus’ ministry was to foreshadow this concept and present it as the 
purpose of the Messiah. In Genesis 3:21, God uses animal skins to cover the naked 
Adam and Eve. This is the first reference to a death (in this case, an animal’s) 
being used to cover (atone for) sin. In Exodus 12:13, God’s Spirit “passes over” the 
homes that are covered (atoned) by the blood of the sacrifice. God requires blood 
for atonement in Exodus 29:41–42. The description of Messiah in Isaiah 53:4–6 says 
His suffering is meant to heal our wounds. The fact that the Messiah was to be 
“crushed for our iniquities” (verse 5) is a direct reference to penal substitution. 
 
During and after Jesus’ ministry, penal substitution is further clarified. Jesus 
claims to be the “good shepherd” who lays down His life for the sheep in John 
10:10. Paul, in Romans 3:25–26, explains that we have the righteousness of Christ 
because of the sacrifice of Christ. In 2 Corinthians 5:21, he says that the sinless 
Christ took on our sins. Hebrews 9:26 says that our sins were removed by the 
sacrifice of Christ. First Peter 3:18 plainly teaches that the righteous was 
substituted for the unrighteous. 
 
There are quite a few different theories about how, exactly, Christ’s sacrifice 
frees us from the penalty of sin. Penal substitution is the most logically and 
biblically sound view. 
https://gotquestions.org/penal-substitution.html  
 
Propitiation 
 
Question: "What is propitiation?" 
 
Answer: The word propitiation carries the basic idea of appeasement or 
satisfaction, specifically toward God. Propitiation is a two-part act that involves 
appeasing the wrath of an offended person and being reconciled to him. 
 
The necessity of appeasing God is something many religions have in common. In 
ancient pagan religions, as well as in many religions today, the idea is taught that 
man appeases God by offering various gifts or sacrifices. However, the Bible 
teaches that God Himself has provided the only means through which His wrath can 
be appeased and sinful man can be reconciled to Him. In the New Testament, the 
act of propitiation always refers to the work of God and not the sacrifices or gifts 
offered by man. The reason for this is that man is totally incapable of satisfying 
God’s justice except by spending eternity in hell. There is no service, sacrifice, or 
gift that man can offer that will appease the holy wrath of God or satisfy His 
perfect justice. The only satisfaction, or propitiation, that could be acceptable to 
God and that could reconcile man to Him had to be made by God. For this reason 
God the Son, Jesus Christ, came into the world in human flesh to be the perfect 
sacrifice for sin and make atonement or “propitiation for the sins of the people” 
(Hebrews 2:17). 
 
The word propitiation is used in several verses to explain what Jesus accomplished 
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through His death on the cross. For example, in Romans 3:24-25 believers in Christ 
have been “justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to 
demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over 
the sins that were previously committed.” These verses are a key point in Paul’s 
argument in the book of Romans and are really at the heart of the gospel message. 
 
In the first three chapters of Romans, Paul makes the argument that everyone, 
Jew and Gentile alike, is under the condemnation of God and deserving of His 
wrath (Romans 1:18). Everyone has sinned and fallen short of the glory of God 
(Romans 3:23). All of us deserve His wrath and punishment. God in His infinite 
grace and mercy has provided a way that His wrath can be appeased and we can 
be reconciled to Him. That way is through the sacrificial death of His Son, Jesus 
Christ, as the payment for sins. It is through faith in Jesus Christ as God’s perfect 
sacrifice that we can be reconciled to God. It is only because of Christ’s death on 
the cross and His resurrection on the third day that a lost sinner deserving of hell 
can be reconciled to a holy God. The wonderful truth of the gospel is that 
Christians are saved from God’s wrath and reconciled to God not because “we 
loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins” (1 John 4:10). 
 
Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through Me” (John 14:6). The only way for God’s wrath against sinful man 
to be appeased and for us to be reconciled to God is through Jesus Christ. There is 
no other way. This truth is also communicated in 1 John 2:2, “And He Himself is 
the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.” 
An important part of Christ’s saving work is deliverance from God’s wrath; Jesus’ 
propitiation on the cross is the only thing that can turn away God’s divine 
condemnation of sin. Those who reject Christ as their Savior and refuse to believe 
in Him have no hope of salvation. They can only look forward to facing the wrath 
of God that they have stored up for the coming day of judgment (Romans 2:5). 
There is no other propitiation or sacrifice that can be made for their 
sins.https://gotquestions.org/propitiation.html  

 
GRACE 
 

TITUS 2:11-14 
‘For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. It teaches 
us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, 
upright and godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope—
the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave 
Himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a 
people that are His very own, eager to do what is good.’ 
 
The classic definition is the best: God’s grace is His unmerited favor. Grace 
means that God showered favor and blessing on those who did not in any way 
deserve or earn it. They deserved His judgment and wrath. But He showed them 
favor. 
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God’s pure grace gets polluted from two sides. On the one side, grace runs counter 
to the way the world works, so it’s difficult for us to grasp it and get used to it. 
The world works on the merit system. If you do well in school, you get good grades 
and win awards. If you do well in sports, you make the team and get a lot of 
applause. If you get into college, the merit system continues to reward excellence. 
This carries over into the business world after college. Exceptional performance 
earns promotions and raises. Sloppy performance will get you fired. 
 
In the spiritual realm, all of the world’s religions, except for biblical Christianity, 
work on the merit system. Even the major branches of Christianity, the Roman 
Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church, teach a system of merit-salvation, 
where you have to add your works to what Christ did on the cross in order to go to 
heaven. Most believers who die go to purgatory, where after suffering for a while, 
eventually you will have enough of your sins purged away and enough merit to 
qualify for heaven. This merit system of salvation permeates the public mind. Ask 
anyone on the street his opinion of how a person gets into heaven and you will 
hear something about being a good person. It was at the heart of pharisaic, 
legalistic religion in the times of Jesus and Paul. 
 
But God’s grace also gets distorted from another side, which mistakes the grace of 
God for licentiousness (Jude 4). Many professing Christians wrongly think that 
God’s grace means that He gives out free passes that allow us to sin, with no 
consequences for disobedience. If you emphasize the need to obey God’s 
commandments or do good works, they call you a legalist. If you warn them that 
their sloppy view of sin will result in God’s discipline, they don’t want to hear it. 
Their mantra is, “I’m not into your rules kind of religion. I’m under grace, not 
law.” For them, grace means permission for sloppy living. 
 
Our text corrects both of these serious misconceptions of God’s grace. Paul shows 
that God’s grace first saves and then trains His people for godliness and good 
deeds. The word “for” that opens verse 11 links these verses to what he has just 
said. In 2:1-10, Paul has shown that various groups of believers should beautify 
their lives with godliness and good deeds so as to attract others to the Savior. 
Paul’s mention of “God our Savior” (2:10) causes him to elaborate on the 
theological basis for our salvation and how understanding that inevitably leads to a 
life of godliness and good deeds. At the heart of everything is this crucial concept 
of God’s grace. 
 
When Paul writes, “For the grace of God has appeared,” he is referring to the 
embodiment of grace in the person of Jesus Christ, who was “full of grace and 
truth” (John 1:14). It is not that God’s grace is missing from the Old Testament. No 
one was saved in the Old Testament apart from God’s grace. But as John 1:17 
states the contrast, “For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were 
realized through Jesus Christ.” God rightly could have sent His Son to condemn us 
and judge us. But instead (John 3:17), “For God did not send His Son into the world 
to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.” 
https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-8-how-grace-works-titus-211-14 
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WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNT FROM THIS SECTION? 
 
 
 
 

 
SUFFERING 
 

Probably one of the greatest challenges faced by Christianity and Christians is the 
reality of evil and suffering. At times even great thinkers are baffled by the 
seeming contradiction between the existence of a loving God and the fact of evil. 
 
Upon the death of his wife, C.S. Lewis wrote, "Meanwhile, where is God? This is 
one of the most disquieting symptoms … But go to Him when your need is 
desperate, when all other help is in vain, and what do you find? A door slammed in 
your face, and a sound of bolting and double bolting on the inside."  
Fortunately, Lewis came to grips with his grief and in the end realized that God 
not only exists, but that He is indeed all loving despite our sufferings. 
Still, for Christians and non-Christians evil and suffering are often at the forefront 
of our minds, particularly when we ourselves are suffering. How could a good God 
allow so much evil? Why doesn't He do something about it? Couldn't God have 
created a world without evil? 
 
These are important questions and while we cannot solve them all neatly in one 
short article, we can address evil and suffering and begin to offer some possible 
solutions to the seeming dilemma. 
 
The Problem of Evil 
 
Solving the seeming contradiction between a loving God and the reality of evil is 
usually referred to as a theodicy. A theodicy attempts to solve the apparent 
tensions in what is often termed the problem of evil. But the problem of evil is 
really a series of problems. Like many large problems, sometimes it is helpful to 
break them down into their components. Evil, you see, actually extends not only to 
the moral world, but also to the natural world. When human beings do bad things 
to one another, this is moral evil. But so-called natural disasters are often 
considered evil as well because of all the suffering they cause. Earthquakes, tidal 
waves, floods, and so forth, are all examples of what might be termed natural evil. 
 
What is Evil? 
 
One helpful approach to solving the problem of evil has to do with defining evil. 
Christian thinker Augustine defined evil not as a thing in and of itself, but as a 
parasite on good. Something that is lacking is not a thing in itself. For instance, if 
you have a hole in your jacket, the hole is not something, but rather is something 
that is lacking. Similarly, Augustine considered evil something that is missing. 
Indeed, it requires good to exist because it is a parasite. In this sense, Augustine 
defined evil as a privation – a lack of something – rather than a thing or substance. 
This solves some important criticisms. If evil is not an actual thing, then God 
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cannot be the author of evil. God is the author of good, but we make moral 
choices that result in evil. 
 
Does Evil Argue Against God? 
 
Atheists, skeptics and other critics of Christianity often argue against God on the 
basis of the reality of evil and suffering. "See," they say, "since evil and suffering 
exist, God must not exist." Sometimes they will argue that God may exist, but 
perhaps He is a weak god, an incompetent one or even an evil one! But do evil and 
suffering really mean that God does not exist? Some Christians have responded by 
turning the skeptic's argument on its head. They do this by asking on what basis is 
something deemed evil? If there is some moral standard the critic is basing their 
position on, then the problem of evil becomes an argument for not against the 
reality of God. After all, in order to call something good or evil, there must be an 
underlying standard of right and wrong. Theists argue that this standard is rooted 
in God and His nature. We know His moral law exists so we recognize the reality of 
evil and suffering. But unless there is a moral standard, we have no real basis for 
calling anything good or evil. 
 
Moral Evil and Natural Evil 
 
As we noted earlier, there's a difference between moral and natural evil. Moral 
evil is explained by the fact that human beings commit evil against one another. 
People lie, cheat, steal, hurt, and more. This does not argue against Christianity, 
but instead proves the point that there is something very wrong with human nature 
as it now is. 
 
But what about natural evil? Couldn't there be less suffering? Why doesn't God stop 
things like earthquakes and tsunamis? Again, this ties into the broad Christian 
explanation of the human predicament. Paradise has been lost due to human moral 
shortcomings. As a result, we live in a fallen world, east of Eden. As a result, "We 
know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right 
up to the present time" (Romans 8:22, NIV). 
 
The good news is that although this is not the best world, it is the best way to the 
best possible world. Some day God will ultimately and finally overcome evil 
entirely. 
 
Evil: Intellectual and Emotional 
 
Before continuing, it will be helpful at this point to pause and explain another 
important point. Evil and suffering can refer to not only physical pain, but 
emotional pain, too. Consequently, there are differences in approaching the 
problem of evil depending on whether one is doing it intellectually, in a detached 
sort of way as we are doing in this article, versus ministering to those in need of 
compassion. In this sense, there is an intellectual way to address evil and also an 
emotional way to address it. Both are important and both require our attention, 
but there is a difference. 
 
A World Without Evil? 
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But couldn't God have created a world without evil? Let's take a look at a few of 
the options. If God had not created anything, there would be no evil. But is 
nothing better than something? Hardly. This would be a world without morality. 
What if God created a world where people could not choose? God could force 
everyone to stop before they were able to carry out evil behavior. But is such a 
world where freedom does not exist good? 
 
God knows best and, as such, He knows that our world is the best way to the best 
possible world. Yes, there will be evil and suffering along the way. We can rejoice 
with the apostle Paul when he wrote, "I consider that our present sufferings are 
not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us" (Romans 8:18). 
 
Can God Relate to Our Pain? 
 
Considering all the evil in the world, does God really care about us? Not only does 
He care, but He cares enough to have sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to suffer and die 
for us. Because of God's great love and sacrifice, we now have a way to be 
reconciled with Him through Christ. This does not mean that we will no longer 
suffer in this world, but it does mean that we will spend eternity with God. There 
will come a day when God "will wipe every tear from" our eyes and, "There will be 
no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things" will pass 
away (Revelation 21:4). 
http://www.focusonthefamily.com/faith/becoming-a-christian/is-christ-the-only-
way/how-can-god-allow-so-much-evil-and-suffering 
 
1. Let us celebrate that God is sovereign over Satan’s delegated world rule. 
 
Satan is sometimes called in the Bible “the ruler of this world” (John 12:31; 14:30; 
16:11) or “the god of this world” (2 Corinthians 4:4) or “the prince of the power of 
the air” (Ephesians 2:2), or a “cosmic power over this present darkness” (Ephesians 
6:12). Which means that we should probably take him seriously when it says in 
Luke 4:5-7 that “The devil took Jesus up and showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world in a moment of time, and said to him, ‘To you I will give all this authority 
and their glory, for it has been delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will. If you, 
then, will worship me, it will all be yours.’” 
And of course that is strictly true: If the sovereign of the universe bows in 
worshipful submission to anyone, that one becomes the sovereign of the universe. 
But Satan’s claim that he can give the authority and glory of world kingdoms to 
whomever he wills is a half truth. No doubt he does play havoc in the world by 
maneuvering a Stalin or a Hitler or an Idi Amin or Bloody Mary or Saddam Hussein 
into murderous power. But he does this only at God’s permission and within God’s 
appointed limits. 
 
This is made clear over and over again in the Bible. For example, Daniel 2:20, 
“Daniel answered and said: ‘Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, to 
whom belong wisdom and might. He changes times and seasons; he removes kings 
and sets up kings.’” And Daniel 4:17, “The Most High rules the kingdom of men and 
gives it to whom he will.” And when the kings are in their God-appointed place, 
with or without Satan’s agency, they are in the sway of God’s sovereign will, as 
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Proverbs 21:1 says, “The king's heart is a stream of water in the hand of the Lord; 
he turns it wherever he will.” 
 
Evil nations rise and set themselves against the Almighty. “The kings of the earth 
set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord and against 
his anointed, saying, ‘Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from 
us.’ He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision” (Psalm 
2:2-4). And do they think that their sin and evil and rebellion against him can 
thwart the counsel of the Lord? Psalm 33:10-11 answers, “The Lord brings the 
counsel of the nations to nothing; he frustrates the plans of the peoples. The 
counsel of the Lord stands forever, the plans of his heart to all generations.” 
 
God is sovereign over the nations and over all their rulers and all the Satanic power 
behind them. They do not move without his permission, and they do not move 
outside his sovereign plan. 
 
2. Let us celebrate that God is sovereign over Satan’s angels (demons, evil 
spirits). 
 
Satan has thousands of cohorts in supernatural evil. They are called “demons” 
(Matthew 8:3; James 2:19) or “evil spirits” (Luke 7:21) or “unclean spirits” 
(Matthew 10:1), or “the devil and his angels” (Matthew 25:41). We get a tiny 
glimpse into demonic warfare in Daniel 10 where the angel who is sent in response 
to Daniel’s prayer says, “The prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-
one days, but Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me” (Daniel 10:13). 
So apparently the demon, or evil spirit, over Persia fought against the angel sent 
to help Daniel, and a greater angel, Michael, came to his aid. 
But the Bible leaves us with no doubt who is in charge in all these skirmishes. 
Martin Luther got it right: 
 
And though this world with devils filled 
Should threaten to undo us 
We will not fear, for God hath willed 
His truth to triumph through us. 
The prince of darkness grim 
We tremble not for him, 
His rage we can endure 
For low his doom is sure. 
One little word will fell him. 
 
We see glimpses of those little words at work, for example, when Jesus comes up 
against (hundreds) of demons in Matthew 8:29-32. They were possessing a man and 
making him insane. The demons cry out, “What have you to do with us, O Son of 
God? Have you come here to torment us before the time?” — they know a time is 
set for their final destruction. And Jesus spoke to them, one little word, “Go.” 
And they came out of the man. There is no question who is sovereign in this battle. 
The people have seen this before in Mark 1:27 and were amazed and said, “He 
commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey Him.” They obey him. As for 
Satan: “We tremble not for him; his rage we can endure.” But as for Christ: even 
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though they slay him, they always must obey him! God is sovereign over Satan’s 
angels. 
 
3. Let us celebrate that God is sovereign over Satan’s hand in persecution. 
 
The apostle Peter describes the suffering of Christians like this: “Your adversary 
the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, 
firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced 
by your brotherhood throughout the world” (1 Peter 5:8-9). So the sufferings of 
persecution are like the jaws of a satanic lion trying to consume and destroy the 
faith of believers in Christ. 
 
But do these Christians suffer in Satan’s jaws of persecution apart from the 
sovereign will of God? When Satan crushes Christians in the jaws of their own 
private Calvary, does God not govern those jaws for the good of his precious child? 
Listen to Peter’s answer in 1 Peter 3:17, “It is better to suffer for doing good, if 
that should be God’s will, than for doing evil.” In other words, if God wills that we 
suffer for doing good, we will suffer. And if he does not will that we suffer for 
doing good, we will not. The lion does not have the last say. God does. 
 
The night Jesus was arrested, satanic power was in full force (Luke 22:3; 22:31). 
And Jesus spoke into that situation one of his most sovereign words. He said to 
those who came to arrest him in the dark, “Have you come out as against a robber, 
with swords and clubs? When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did 
not lay hands on me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness” (Luke 
22:52-53). “The jaws of the lion close on me tonight no sooner and no later than 
my Father planned. ‘No one takes [my life] from me, but I lay it down of my own 
accord’ (John 10:18). Boast not yourself over the hand that made you, Satan. You 
have one hour. What you do, do quickly.” God is sovereign over Satan’s hand in 
persecution. 
 
4. Let us celebrate that God is sovereign over Satan’s life-taking power. 
 
The Bible does not take lightly or minimize the power of Satan to kill people, 
including Christians. Jesus said, in John 8:44, “You are of your father the devil, 
and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a murderer from the 
beginning.” John tells us, in fact, that he does indeed take the lives of faithful 
Christians. Revelation 2:10, “Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the 
devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for 
ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the 
crown of life.” 
 
Is God then not the Lord of life and death? He is. None lives and none dies but by 
God’s sovereign decree. “See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god beside 
me; I kill and I make alive; I wound and I heal; and there is none that can deliver 
out of my hand” (Deuteronomy 32:39). There is no god, no demon, no Satan that 
can snatch to death any person that God wills to live (see 1 Samuel 2:6). 
 
James, the brother of Jesus says this in a stunning way in James 4:13-16: 
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Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town 
and spend a year there and trade and make a profit” — yet you do not know what 
tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little 
time and then vanishes. Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live 
and do this or that. As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil.” 
If the Lord wills, we will live. And if he doesn’t, we will die. God, not Satan, 
makes the final call. Our lives are in his hands ultimately, not Satan’s. God is 
sovereign over Satan’s life-taking power. 
 
5. Let us celebrate that God is sovereign over Satan’s hand in natural disasters. 
 
Hurricanes, tsunamis, tornados, earthquakes, blistering heat, deadly cold, 
drought, flood, famine. When Satan approached God in the first chapter of Job, he 
challenged God in verse 11, “Stretch out your hand and touch all that he has, and 
he will curse you to your face.” And then the Lord said to Satan (in verse 12), 
“Behold, all that he has is in your hand. Only against him do not stretch out your 
hand.” The result was two human atrocities and two natural disasters. One of the 
disasters is reported to Job in verse 16: “The fire of God fell from heaven 
[probably lightning] and burned up the sheep and the servants and consumed 
them, and I alone have escaped to tell you.” And then the worst report of all in 
verses 18-19, “Your sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in their 
oldest brother's house, and behold, a great wind came across the wilderness and 
struck the four corners of the house, and it fell upon the young people, and they 
are dead.” Even though God had loosened the leash of Satan to do this, that is not 
what Job focused on. “Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head and fell on 
the ground and worshiped. And he said, ‘Naked I came from my mother's womb, 
and naked shall I return. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be 
the name of the Lord’” (Job 1:20-21). And the inspired writer added: “In all this 
Job did not sin or charge God with wrong.” 
 
Job had discovered with many of you that it is small comfort to focus on the 
freedom of Satan to destroy. In the academic classroom and in the apologetics 
discussion, the agency of Satan in our suffering may lift a little the burden of God’s 
sovereignty for some, but for others, like Job, there is more security and more 
relief and more hope and more support and more glorious truth in despising 
Satan’s hateful hand and looking straight past him to God for the cause and for his 
mercy. Elihu helped Job see this mercy in Job 37:10-14. He said: 
 
By the breath of God ice is given, and the broad waters are frozen fast. He loads 
the thick cloud with moisture; the clouds scatter his lightning. They turn around 
and around by his guidance, to accomplish all that he commands them on the face 
of the habitable world. Whether for correction or for his land or for love, he 
causes it to happen. Hear this, O Job; stop and consider the wondrous works of 
God. 
 
Job’s first impulses in chapter one were exactly right. When James wrote in the 
New Testament about the purpose of the book of Job, this is what he said, “You 
have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, 
how the Lord is compassionate and merciful” (James 5:11). God, not Satan, is the 
final ruler of wind — and the waves. Jesus woke from sleep and, with absolute 
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sovereignty, which he had from all eternity and has this very moment, said, 
“‘Peace! Be still!’ And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm” (Mark 4:39; 
see Psalm 135:5-7; 148:7). Satan is real and terrible. All his designs are hateful. 
But he is not sovereign. God is. And when Satan went out to do Job harm, Job was 
right to worship with the words “The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; 
blessed be the name of the Lord.” 
 
6. Let us celebrate that God is sovereign over Satan’s sickness-causing power. 
 
The Bible is vivid with the truth that Satan can cause disease. Acts 10:38 says that 
Jesus “went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for 
God was with him.” The devil had oppressed people with sickness. In Luke 13 Jesus 
finds a woman who had been bent over unable to stand up for eighteen years. He 
heals her on the Sabbath and in response to the criticism of the synagogue ruler he 
says (in verse 16), “Ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan 
bound for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath day?” There is 
no doubt that Satan causes much disease. 
 
This is why Christ’s healings are a sign of the in-breaking of the Kingdom of God 
and its final victory over all disease and all the works of Satan. It is right and good 
to pray for healing. Christ has purchased it in the death of his Son, with all the 
other blessings of grace, for all his children (Isaiah 53:5). But he has not promised 
that we get the whole inheritance in this life. And he decides how much. We pray 
and we trust his answer. If you ask your Father for bread, he will not give you him 
a stone? If you ask him for a fish, he will not give you a serpent (see Matthew 7:9-
10). It may not be bread. And it may not be a fish. But it will be good for you. That 
is what he promises (Romans 8:28). 
 
But beware lest anyone say that Satan is sovereign in our diseases. He is not. When 
Satan went to God a second time in the book of Job, God gave him permission this 
time to strike Job’s body. Then Job 2:7 says, “Satan went out from the presence of 
the Lord and smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot to the crown of his 
head.” When Job’s wife despaired and said, “Curse God and die” (2:9),” Job 
responded exactly as he did before. He looked past the finite cause of Satan to the 
ultimate cause of God and said, “Shall we receive good from God, and shall we not 
accept evil?” (2:10). And lest we attribute error or irreverence to Job, the writer 
closes the book in the last chapter by referring back to Job’s terrible suffering like 
this: “Then came to him all his brothers and sisters . . . and comforted him for all 
the evil that the Lord had brought upon him” (42:11). Satan is real and full of 
hate, but he is not sovereign in sickness. God will not give him even that tribute. 
As he says to Moses at the burning bush, “Who has made man’s mouth? Who makes 
him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it not I, the Lord?” (Exodus 4:11; see also 
2 Corinthians 12:7-9). 
 
7. Let us celebrate that God is sovereign over Satan’s use of animals and plants. 
 
The imagery of Satan as a lion in 1 Peter 5:8 and as a “great dragon” in Revelation 
12:9 and as the “serpent of old” in Genesis 3 simply makes us aware that in his 
destructive work Satan can, and no doubt does, employ animals and plants — from 
the lion in the Coliseum, to the black fly that causes river blindness, to the birds 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%204.39
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20135.5
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2010.38
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2053.5
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%207.9-10
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%207.9-10
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.28
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Job%202.7
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod%204.11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%2012.7
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%205.8
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%2012.9
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%2012.9


 

35 
 

that carry the avian flu virus, to the pit bull that attacks a child, to the bacteria in 
your belly that Drs. Barry Marshall and Robin Warren just discovered cause ulcers 
(winning for them the Nobel Prize in medicine). If Satan can kill and cause disease, 
no doubt he has at his disposal many large and microscopic plants and animals. 
But he cannot make them do what God forbids them to do. From the giant 
Leviathan that God made to sport in the sea (Psalm 104:26) to the tiny gnats that 
he summoned over the land of Egypt (Exodus 8:16-17), God commands the world of 
animals and plants. The most vivid demonstrations of it are in the book of Jonah. 
“The Lord appointed a great fish to swallow up Jonah” (Jonah 1:17). And he did 
exactly as he had been appointed. “And the Lord spoke to the fish, and it vomited 
Jonah out upon the dry land” (Jonah 2:10). “Now the Lord God appointed a plant 
and made it come up over Jonah” (Jonah 4:6). “But God appointed a worm when 
dawn came the next day and it attacked the plant and it withered” (Jonah 4:7). 
Fish, plant, worm — all appointed, all obedient. Satan can have a hand here, but it 
is not sovereign. God is. 
 
8. Let us celebrate that God is sovereign over Satan’s temptations to sin. 
 
Much of our suffering comes from the sins of others against us and from our own 
sins. Satan is called in the Bible “the tempter” (Matthew 4:3; 1 Thessalonians 3:5). 
This was the origin on earth of all the misery that we know — Satan tempted Eve 
to sin and sin brought with it the curse of God on the natural order (Genesis 3:14-
19; Romans 8:21-23). Since that time Satan has been tempting all human beings to 
do what will hurt themselves and others. 
 
But the most famous temptations in the Bible do not portray Satan as sovereign in 
his tempting work. The Bible tells us in Luke 22:3-4 that “Satan entered into Judas 
who was called Iscariot. . . . And he went away and discussed with the chief 
priests and officers how he might betray Him to them.” But Luke tells us that the 
betrayal of Jesus by Judas was the fulfillment of Scripture: “The Scripture had to 
be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David 
concerning Judas” (Acts 1:16). And therefore Peter said that Jesus was “delivered 
up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God” (Acts 2:23). As with 
Job, the Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away — the life of his Son, Jesus Christ. 
Satan was not in charge of the crucifixion of Christ. God was. 
 
Even more famous than the temptation of Judas is the temptation of Peter. We 
usually think of Peter’s three denials, not his temptation. But Jesus says something 
to Peter in Luke 22:31-32 that makes plain Satan is at work here but that he is not 
sovereign: “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift 
you like wheat, but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when 
you have turned again [not: if you turn], strengthen your brothers.” Again, as with 
Job, Satan seeks to destroy Peter’s faith. God gives him leash. But Jesus 
intercedes for him, and says with complete sovereignty, “I have prayed for you. 
You will fall, but not utterly. When you repent and turn back — not if you turn 
back — strengthen your brothers.” 
Satan is not sovereign in the temptations of Judas or Peter or you or those you 
love. God is. 
 
9. Let us celebrate that God is sovereign over Satan’s mind-blinding power. 
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The worst suffering of all is the everlasting suffering of hell. Satan is doomed to 
experience that suffering. Revelation 20:10 says, “The devil who had deceived 
them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false 
prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.” Satan’s 
aim is to take as many there with him as he can. To do that he must keep people 
blind to the gospel of Jesus Christ, because the gospel “is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who believes” (Romans 1:16). No one goes to hell who is 
justified by the blood of Christ. “Since, therefore, we have now been justified by 
his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God” (Romans 
5:9). Only those who fail to embrace the wrath-absorbing substitutionary work of 
Christ will suffer the wrath of God. 
 
Therefore, Paul says in 2 Corinthians 4:4, “In their case the god of this world 
[Satan] has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the 
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” This blinding is 
the most deadly weapon in the arsenal of Satan. If he succeeds with a person, 
their suffering will be endless. But at this most critical point Satan is not 
sovereign, God is. And Oh, how thankful we should be! Two verses later in 2 
Corinthians 4:6 Paul describes God’s blindness-removing power over against 
Satan’s blinding power. “For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ has 
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ.” The comparison is between God’s creating light at the 
beginning of the world and God’s creating light in the darkened human heart. With 
total sovereignty God said at the beginning and at your new birth, “Let there be 
light.” And there is light. 
 
We were dead in our trespasses and sins, but in great mercy God made us alive 
together with Christ (Ephesians 2:5). We were blind and spiritually dead. We saw 
nothing compelling or beautiful in the gospel. It was foolishness to us (1 
Corinthians 1:18, 23). But God spoke with sovereign Creator authority, and his 
word created life and spiritual sight, and we saw the glory of Christ in the gospel 
and believed. Satan is a terrible enemy of the gospel. But he is not sovereign. God 
is. This is the reason that any of us is saved. 
 
10. Let us celebrate that God is sovereign over Satan’s spiritual bondage. 
 
Satan enslaves people in two ways. One with misery and suffering by making us 
think there is no good God worth trusting. The other is with pleasure and 
prosperity making us think we have all we need so that God is irrelevant. To be 
freed from this bondage we must repent. We must confess that God is good and 
trustworthy. We must confess that the pleasures and prosperity of life do not 
compare to the worth of God. But Satan hates this repentance and does all he can 
to prevent it. That is his bondage. 
 
But when God chooses to overcome our rebellion and Satan’s resistance, nothing 
can stop him. And when God overcomes him and us, we repent and Satan’s power 
is broken. Here it is in  
 
2 TIMOTHY 2:24-26 
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‘And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to 
teach, patiently enduring evil, correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may 
perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth, and they may 
escape from the snare of the devil, after being captured by him to do his will.’ 
 
Satan is not sovereign over his captives. God is. When God grants repentance, we 
are set free from the snare of the devil — and spend our days celebrating our 
liberation and spreading it to others. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The evil and suffering in this world are greater than any of us can comprehend. But 
evil and suffering are not ultimate. God is. Satan, the great lover of evil and 
suffering, is not sovereign. God is. 
 
“He does according to his will among the host of heaven and among the inhabitants 
of the earth; and none can stay his hand or say to him, ‘What have you done?’” 
(Daniel 4:35) 
He declares “the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet 
done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose.’” 
(Isaiah 46:10) 
“Who has spoken and it came to pass, unless the Lord has commanded it? Is it not 
from the mouth of the Most High that good and bad come?” (Lamentations 3:37-38; 
see Amos 3:6) 
“Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the purpose of the Lord that 
will stand.” (Proverbs 19:21; see 16:9) 
“The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the Lord.” (Proverbs 
16:33) 
Therefore, “if God is for us, who can be against us? . . .Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written, ‘For your sake we are being killed 
all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.’ No, in all these 
things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us” (Romans 8:31-37). 
http://www.desiringgod.org/messages/ten-aspects-of-gods-sovereignty-over-
suffering-and-satans-hand-in-it  

 
CHRISTIANS AND SUFFERING 
 

ROMANS 5:3-4  
‘More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 
endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope.’ 
 
2 CORINTHIANS 4:17  
‘For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory 
beyond all comparison.’  
 
We must understand God’s chief purpose for our lives is to be conformed to the 
image of Christ and He has determined in His plan to use suffering for our spiritual 
development. If we are going to endure suffering and the trials of life, however, 
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we must also understand and believe in the other purposes and reasons for 
suffering as they are related to the chief purpose. 
 
Purposes and Reasons for Suffering 
 
(1) We suffer as a testimony, as a witness (2 Tim 2:8-10; 2 Cor. 4:12-13; 1 Pet. 
3:13-17).  
 
When believers handle suffering joyfully and with stability, it becomes a marvelous 
testimony to the power and life of Christ that we claim and name. Suffering 
provides key opportunities to manifest and magnify the power of God through His 
servants in order to verify and confirm the messenger and his message. It provides 
opportunities to reveal our credentials as ambassadors of Christ (1 Kings. 17:17-24; 
John 11:1-45). This includes the following areas:  
 To glorify God before the angelic world (Job 1-2; 1 Pet. 4:16).  
 To manifest the power of God to others (2 Cor. 12:9, 10; John 9:3).  
 To manifest the character of Christ in the midst of suffering as a testimony to 

win others to Christ (2 Cor. 4:8-12; 1 Pet. 3:14-17).  
(2) We suffer to develop our capacity and sympathy in comforting others (2 Cor. 
1:3-5) 
 
(3) We suffer to keep down pride (2 Cor. 12:7).  
 
The Apostle Paul saw his thorn in the flesh as an instrument allowed by God to 
help him maintain a spirit of humility and dependence on the Lord because of the 
special revelations he had seen as one who had been caught up to the third 
heaven. 
 
(4) We suffer because it is a training tool.  
 
God lovingly and faithfully uses suffering to develop personal righteousness, 
maturity, and our walk with Him (Heb. 12:5f; 1 Pet. 1:6; Jam. 1:2-4). In this sense, 
suffering is designed: 
 
 As discipline for sin to bring us back to fellowship through genuine confession 

(Ps. 32:3-5; 119:67).  
 As a pruning tool to remove dead wood from our lives (weaknesses, sins of 

ignorance, immature attitudes and values, etc.). The desired goal is increased 
fruitfulness (John 15:1-7). Trials may become mirrors of reproof to reveal 
hidden areas of sin and weakness (Ps. 16:7; 119:67, 71).  

 As a tool for growth designed to cause us to rely on the Lord and His Word. 
Trials test our faith and cause us to use the promises and principles of the Word 
(Ps. 119:71, 92; 1 Pet. 1:6; Jam. 1:2-4; Ps. 4:1 [The Hebrew of this passage can 
mean, “You have enlarged, made me grow wide by my distress]). Suffering or 
trials teach us the truth of Psalm 62:1-8, the truth of learning to “wait on the 
Lord only.”  

 As a means of learning what obedience really means. It becomes a test of our 
loyalty (Heb. 5:8). Illustration: If a father tells his son to do something he likes 
to do (i.e., eat a bowl of ice cream) and he does it, the child has obeyed, but 
he hasn’t really learned anything about obedience. If his dad, however, asks 

javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d


 

39 
 

him to mow the lawn, that becomes a test and teaches something about the 
meaning of obedience. The point is, obedience often costs us something and is 
hard. It can require sacrifice, courage, discipline, and faith in the belief that 
God is good and has our best interests at heart regardless of how things might 
appear to us. Regardless of the reason God allows suffering into our lives, 
rarely does it not reveal areas of need, weaknesses, wrong attitudes, etc., as it 
did in Job. 
 
Suffering itself is not the thing that produces faith or maturity. It is only a tool 
that God uses to bring us to Himself so we will respond to Him and His Word. It 
forces us to turn from trust in our own resources to living by faith in God’s 
resources. It causes us to put first things first. Ultimately, it is the Word and 
the Spirit of God that produces faith and mature Christ-like character (Ps. 
119:67, 71).  
 
In James 1:2-4 and 1 Peter 1:6-7 the key word is “proof.” “Proof” is the word 
dokimion which looks at both the concept of testing which purifies, and the 
results, the proof that is left after the test. The Lord uses trials to test our 
faith in the sense of purifying it, to bring it to the surface, so we are forced to 
put our faith to work.  

 
(5) We suffer to bring about continued dependence on the grace and power of 
God.  
 
Suffering is designed to cause us to walk by God’s ability, power and provision 
rather than by our own (2 Cor. 11:24-32; 12:7-10; Eph. 6:10f; Ex. 17:8f). It causes 
us to turn from our resources to His resources. 
(6) We suffer to manifest the life and character of Christ (The Fruit of the 
Spirit) (2 Cor.4:8-11; Phil. 1:19f).  
 
This is similar to point (4) above with more emphasis on the process and defining 
the objective, the production of the character of Christ. This has both a negative 
and a positive aspect: 
 
 Negative: Suffering helps to remove impurities from our lives such as 

indifference, self trust, false motives, self-centeredness, wrong values and 
priorities, and human defense and escape mechanisms by which we seek to 
handle our problems (man-made solutions). Suffering in itself does not remove 
the impurities, but is a tool God uses to cause us to exercise faith in the 
provisions of God’s grace. It is God’s grace in Christ (our new identity in Christ, 
the Word and the Holy Spirit) that changes us. This negative aspect is 
accomplished in two ways:  
 
(a) When out of fellowship with the Lord: Suffering becomes discipline from 
our heavenly Father (Heb. 5:5-11; 1 Cor. 11:28-32; 5:1-5). This involves known 
sin, rebellion and indifference to God.  
 
(b) When in fellowship with the Lord: Suffering becomes the loving and skillful 
handy work of the Vine Dresser to make us more productive. It involves 
unknown sin, areas we may not be aware of, but that are nevertheless 
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hindering our growth and fruitfulness. In this case, suffering often constitutes 
mirrors of reproof (John 15:1-7).  

 
 Positive: When believers live under suffering joyfully (i.e., they endure and 

keep on applying the promises and principles of the faith), Christ’s life or 
character will be more and more manifested as they grow through the suffering 
(2 Cor. 4:9-10; 3:18). This means trust, peace, joy, stability, biblical values, 
faithfulness and obedience in contrast to sinful mental attitudes, blaming, 
running, complaining, and reactions against God and people.  

 
(7) We suffer to manifest the evil nature of evil men and the righteousness of 
the justice of God when it falls in judgment (1 Thess. 2:14-16).  
 
Suffering at the hands of people (persecution, violent treatments) is used of God 
to “fill up the measure of their sins.” It shows the evil character of those who 
persecute others and the justice of God’s judgment when it falls. 
 
(8) We suffer to broaden our ministries (cf. Philippians 1:12-14 with 4:5-9).  
 
In the process of producing Christian character and enhancing our testimony to 
others, suffering often opens up doors for ministry we could never have imagined. 
Paul’s imprisonment (chained daily to Roman soldiers in his own house) resulted in 
the spread of the gospel within the elite imperial praetorian guard. The Apostle 
was undoubtedly continuing to rejoice in the Lord, but if he had been complaining, 
sulking, and bitter, his witness would have been zero. 
https://bible.org/seriespage/20-doctrine-suffering  

 

HOW DO YOU NOW UNDERSTAND SUFFERING? 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
JESUS’ SUFFERING 
 

What did the body of Jesus of Nazareth actually endure during those hours of 
torture?   
 
The Cross – Part 1 
 
Apparently, the first known practice of crucifixion was by the Persians. Alexander 
and his generals brought it back to the Mediterranean world — to Egypt and to 
Carthage. The Romans apparently learned the practice from the Carthaginians and 
(as with almost everything the Romans did) rapidly developed a very high degree 
of efficiency and skill at it. A number of Roman authors (Livy, Cicer, Tacitus) 
comment on crucifixion, and several innovations, modifications, and variations are 
described in the ancient literature.  For instance, the upright portion of the cross 
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(or stipes) could have the cross-arm (or patibulum) attached two or three feet 
below its top in what we commonly think of as the Latin cross. The most common 
form used in our Lord’s day, however, was the Tau cross, shaped like our T. 
 
In this cross, the patibulum was placed in a notch at the top of the stipes. There is 
archeological evidence that it was on this type of cross that Jesus was 
crucified.  Without any historical or biblical proof, Medieval and Renaissance 
painters have given us our picture of Christ carrying the entire cross. But the 
upright post, or stipes, was generally fixed permanently in the ground at the site 
of execution and the condemned man was forced to carry the patibulum, weighing 
about 110 pounds, from the prison to the place of execution.   
Many of the painters and most of the sculptors of crucifixion, also show the nails 
through the palms. Historical Roman accounts and experimental work have 
established that the nails were driven between the small bones of the wrists 
(radial and ulna) and not through the palms. Nails driven through the palms will 
strip out between the fingers when made to support the weight of the human 
body. The misconception may have come about through a misunderstanding of 
Jesus’ words to Thomas, “Observe my hands.” Anatomists, both modern and 
ancient, have always considered the wrist as part of the hand.   
 
A titulus, or small sign, stating the victim’s crime was usually placed on a staff, 
carried at the front of the procession from the prison, and later nailed to the cross 
so that it extended above the head. This sign with its staff nailed to the top of the 
cross would have given it somewhat the characteristic form of the Latin cross.  
 
Gethsemane 
 
But, of course, the physical passion of the Christ began in Gethsemane. Of the 
many aspects of this initial suffering, the one of greatest physiological interest is 
the bloody sweat. It is interesting that St. Luke, the physician, is the only one to 
mention this. He says, “And being in agony, He prayed the longer. And His sweat 
became as drops of blood, trickling down upon the ground.”  Every ruse (trick) 
imaginable has been used by modern scholars to explain away this description, 
apparently under the mistaken impression that this just doesn’t happen. A great 
deal of effort could have been saved had the doubters consulted the medical 
literature. Though very rare, the phenomenon of Hematidrosis, or bloody sweat, is 
well documented. Under great emotional stress of the kind our Lord suffered, tiny 
capillaries in the sweat glands can break, thus mixing blood with sweat. This 
process might well have produced marked weakness and possible shock.   
 
Struck Across the Face 
 
After the arrest in the middle of the night, Jesus was next brought before the 
Sanhedrin and Caiphus, the High Priest; it is here that the first physical trauma was 
inflicted. A soldier struck Jesus across the face for remaining silent when 
questioned by Caiphus. The palace guards then blind-folded Him and mockingly 
taunted Him to identify them as they each passed by, spat upon Him, and struck 
Him in the face.   
 
Trial 
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In the early morning, battered and bruised, dehydrated, and exhausted from a 
sleepless night, Jesus is taken across the Praetorium of the Fortress Antonia, the 
seat of government of the Procurator of Judea, Pontius Pilate. You are, of course, 
familiar with Pilate’s action in attempting to pass responsibility to Herod Antipas, 
the Tetrarch of Judea. Jesus apparently suffered no physical mistreatment at the 
hands of Herod and was returned to Pilate. 
 
Scourging 
 
It was then, in response to the cries of the mob, that Pilate ordered Bar-Abbas 
released and condemned Jesus to scourging and crucifixion.  There is much 
disagreement among authorities about the unusual scourging as a prelude to 
crucifixion. Most Roman writers from this period do not associate the two. Many 
scholars believe that Pilate originally ordered Jesus scourged as his full punishment 
and that the death sentence by crucifixion came only in response to the taunt by 
the mob that the Procurator was not properly defending Caesar against this 
pretender who allegedly claimed to be the King of the Jews.  Preparations for the 
scourging were carried out when the Prisoner was stripped of His clothing and His 
hands tied to a post above His head. It is doubtful the Romans would have made 
any attempt to follow the Jewish law in this matter, but the Jews had an ancient 
law prohibiting more than forty lashes.  The Roman legionnaire steps forward with 
the flagrum (or flagellum) in his hand. This is a short whip consisting of several 
heavy, leather thongs with two small balls of lead attached near the ends of each. 
The heavy whip is brought down with full force again and again across Jesus’ 
shoulders, back, and legs. 
 
At first the thongs cut through the skin only. Then, as the blows continue, they cut 
deeper into the subcutaneous tissues, producing first an oozing of blood from the 
capillaries and veins of the skin, and finally spurting arterial bleeding from vessels 
in the underlying muscles.  The small balls of lead first produce large, deep bruises 
which are broken open by subsequent blows. Finally the skin of the back is hanging 
in long ribbons and the entire area is an unrecognizable mass of torn, bleeding 
tissue. When it is determined by the centurion in charge that the prisoner is near 
death, the beating is finally stopped.  The half-fainting Jesus is then untied and 
allowed to slump to the stone pavement, wet with His own blood. 
 
Emotional and Physical Taunting 
 
The Roman soldiers see a great joke in this provincial Jew claiming to be king. 
They throw a robe across His shoulders and place a stick in His hand for a scepter. 
They still need a crown to make their travesty complete. Flexible branches 
covered with long thorns (commonly used in bundles for firewood) are plaited into 
the shape of a crown and this is pressed into His scalp. Again there is copious 
bleeding, the scalp being one of the most vascular areas of the body.  
After mocking Him and striking Him across the face, the soldiers take the stick 
from His hand and strike Him across the head, driving the thorns deeper into His 
scalp. Finally, they tire of their sadistic sport and the robe is torn from His back. 
Already having adhered to the clots of blood and serum in the wounds, its removal 
causes excruciating pain just as in the careless removal of a surgical bandage, and 
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almost as though He were again being whipped the wounds once more begin to 
bleed.  In deference to Jewish custom, the Romans return His garments. The heavy 
patibulum of the cross is tied across His shoulders, and the procession of the 
condemned Christ, two thieves, and the execution detail of Roman soldiers headed 
by a centurion begins its slow journey along the Via Dolorosa. 
 
Walking to the Golgotha (outside Jerusalem) 
 
In spite of His efforts to walk erect, the weight of the heavy wooden beam, 
together with the shock produced by copious blood loss, is too much. He stumbles 
and falls. The rough wood of the beam gouges into the lacerated skin and muscles 
of the shoulders. He tries to rise, but human muscles have been pushed beyond 
their endurance.  The centurion, anxious to get on with the crucifixion, selects a 
stalwart North African onlooker, Simon of Cyrene, to carry the cross. Jesus follows, 
still bleeding and sweating the cold, clammy sweat of shock, until the 650 yard 
journey from the fortress Antonia to Golgotha is finally completed.  Jesus is 
offered wine mixed with myrrh, a mild analgesic mixture. He refuses to drink.  
 
The Cross – Part 2 
 
Simon is ordered to place the patibulum on the ground and Jesus quickly thrown 
backward with His shoulders against the wood. The legionnaire feels for the 
depression at the front of the wrist. He drives a heavy, square, wrought-iron nail 
through the wrist and deep into the wood. Quickly, he moves to the other side and 
repeats the action, being careful not to pull the arms to tightly, but to allow some 
flexion and movement. The patibulum is then lifted in place at the top of the 
stipes and the titulus reading, “Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews,” is nailed in 
place.  
 
The left foot is now pressed backward against the right foot, and with both feet 
extended, toes down, a nail is driven through the arch of each, leaving the knees 
moderately flexed. The Victim is now crucified. As He slowly sags down with more 
weight on the nails in the wrists, excruciating pain shoots along the fingers and up 
the arms to explode in the brain — the nails in the wrists are putting pressure on 
the median nerves. 
 
As He pushes Himself upward to avoid this stretching torment, He places His full 
weight on the nail through His feet. Again there is the searing agony of the nail 
tearing through the nerves between the metatarsal bones of the feet.  At this 
point, as the arms fatigue, great waves of cramps sweep over the muscles, 
knotting them in deep, relentless, throbbing pain. With these cramps comes the 
inability to push Himself upward. Hanging by his arms, the pectoral muscles are 
paralyzed and the intercostal muscles are unable to act. Air can be drawn into the 
lungs, but cannot be exhaled. Jesus fights to raise Himself in order to get even one 
short breath. Finally, carbon dioxide builds up in the lungs and in the blood stream 
and the cramps partially subside. Spasmodically, he is able to push Himself upward 
to exhale and bring in the life-giving oxygen. 
 
It was undoubtedly during these periods that He uttered the seven short sentences 
recorded:  
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The first, looking down at the Roman soldiers throwing dice for His seamless 
garment, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.”  
 
The second, to the penitent thief, “Today thou shalt be with me in Paradise.”  
 
The third, looking down at the terrified, grief-stricken adolescent John — the 
beloved Apostle — he said, “Behold thy mother.” Then, looking to His mother 
Mary, “Woman behold thy son.”  
 
The fourth cry is from the beginning of the 22nd Psalm, “My God, my God, why has 
thou forsaken me?”   
 
The Agony of a Long Death 
 
Jesus experienced hours of limitless pain, cycles of twisting, joint-rending cramps, 
intermittent partial asphyxiation, searing pain where tissue is torn from His 
lacerated back as He moves up and down against the rough timber. Then another 
agony begins -- a terrible crushing pain deep in the chest as the pericardium slowly 
fills with serum and begins to compress the heart.  One remembers again the 22nd 
Psalm, the 14th verse: “I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of 
joint; my heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels.”   
 
It is now almost over. The loss of tissue fluids has reached a critical level; the 
compressed heart is struggling to pump heavy, thick, sluggish blood into the tissue; 
the tortured lungs are making a frantic effort to gasp in small gulps of air. The 
markedly dehydrated tissues send their flood of stimuli to the brain.  
 
Jesus gasps His fifth cry, “I thirst.”  One remembers another verse from the 
prophetic 22nd Psalm: “My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue 
cleaveth to my jaws; and thou has brought me into the dust of death.” A sponge 
soaked in posca, the cheap, sour wine which is the staple drink of the Roman 
legionaries, is lifted to His lips. He apparently doesn’t take any of the liquid. 
The body of Jesus is now in extremes, and He can feel the chill of death creeping 
through His tissues.  
 
This realization brings out His sixth words, possibly little more than a tortured 
whisper, “It is finished.”  His mission of atonement has completed. Finally He can 
allow his body to die.  
 
With one last surge of strength, he once again presses His torn feet against the 
nail, straightens His legs, takes a deeper breath, and utters His seventh and last 
cry, “Father! Into thy hands I commit my spirit.”   
 
Post-Death 
 
The rest you know. In order that the Sabbath not be profaned, the Jews asked that 
the condemned men be dispatched and removed from the crosses. The common 
method of ending a crucifixion was by crurifracture, the breaking of the bones of 
the legs. This prevented the victim from pushing himself upward; thus the tension 
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could not be relieved from the muscles of the chest and rapid suffocation 
occurred. The legs of the two thieves were broken, but when the soldiers came to 
Jesus they saw that this was unnecessary.  Apparently, to make doubly sure of 
death, the legionnaire drove his lance through the fifth interspace between the 
ribs, upward through the pericardium and into the heart. The 34th verse of the 
19th chapter of the Gospel according to St. John reports: “And immediately there 
came out blood and water.” That is, there was an escape of water fluid from the 
sac surrounding the heart, giving postmortem evidence that Our Lord died not the 
usual crucifixion death by suffocation, but of heart failure (a broken heart) due to 
shock and constriction of the heart by fluid in the pericardium.   
 
Thus we have had our glimpse — including the medical evidence — of that epitome 
of evil which man has exhibited toward Man and toward God. It has been a terrible 
sight, and more than enough to leave us despondent and depressed. How grateful 
we can be that we have the great sequel in the infinite mercy of God toward man 
— at once the miracle of the atonement (at one ment) and the expectation of the 
triumphant Easter morning. 
http://www1.cbn.com/medical-view-of-the-crucifixion-of-jesus-christ  

 

WHAT DOES JESUS’ SUFFERING MEAN TO YOU? 
 
 
 

 

 
GOD’S LOVE 
 

Question: "Why does God love us?" 
 
Answer: This short question is among the most profound questions ever asked. And 
no human would ever be able to answer it sufficiently. One thing is certain, 
however. God does not love us because we are lovable or because we deserve His 
love. If anything, the opposite is true. The state of mankind since the fall is one of 
rebellion and disobedience. Jeremiah 17:9 describes man’s inner condition: “The 
heart is deceitful and desperately wicked. Who can know it?” Our innermost beings 
are so corrupted by sin that even we don’t realize the extent to which sin has 
tainted us. In our natural state, we do not seek God; we do not love God; we do 
not desire God. Romans 3:10-12 clearly presents the state of the natural, 
unregenerate person: “There is none righteous, no, not one; There is none who 
understands; There is none who seeks after God. They have all turned aside; They 
have together become unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one.” 
How then is it possible for a holy, righteous, and perfect God to love such 
creatures? To understand this we must understand something of the nature and 
character of God. 
 
First John 4:8 and 16 tell us that “God is love.” Never was a more important 
declaration made than this—God is love. This is a profound statement. God doesn’t 
just love; He is love. His nature and essence are love. Love permeates His very 
being and infuses all His other attributes, even His wrath and anger. Because God’s 
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very nature is love, He must demonstrate love, just as He must demonstrate all His 
attributes because doing so glorifies Him. Glorifying God is the highest, the best, 
and the most noble of all acts, so, naturally, glorifying Himself is what He must do, 
because He is the highest and the best, and He deserves all glory. 
 
Since it is God's essential nature to love, He demonstrates His love by lavishing it 
on undeserving people who are in rebellion against Him. God’s love is not a sappy, 
sentimental, romantic feeling. Rather, it is agape love, the love of self-sacrifice. 
He demonstrates this sacrificial love by sending His Son to the cross to pay the 
penalty for our sin (1 John 4:10), by drawing us to Himself (John 6:44), by forgiving 
us of our rebellion against Him, and by sending His Holy Spirit to dwell within us, 
thereby enabling us to love as He loves. He did this in spite of the fact that we did 
not deserve it. "But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8). 
 
God's love is personal. He knows each of us individually and loves us personally. His 
is a mighty love that has no beginning and no end. It is this experiencing of God’s 
love that distinguishes Christianity from all other religions. Why does God love us? 
It is because of who He is: "God is love." 
https://gotquestions.org/God-love.html  
 
God’s Love is Infinite, Limitless, Unfathomable 
 
11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, So great is His lovingkindness 
toward those who fear Him (Psalm 103:11). 
7 I shall make mention of the lovingkindnesses of the Lord, the praises of the Lord, 
According to all that the Lord has granted us, And the great goodness toward the 
house of Israel, Which He has granted them according to His compassion, And 
according to the multitude of His lovingkindnesses (Isaiah 63:7). 
17 So that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being 
rooted and grounded in love, 18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints 
what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of 
Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of 
God (Ephesians 3:18-19; see also 2:4). 
For all of eternity we shall ponder the love of God, and never will we fully be able 
to comprehend it, for His love is infinite. 
 
God’s Love is Eternal 
 
1 Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; For His lovingkindness is everlasting. 2 
Give thanks to the God of gods, For His lovingkindness is everlasting (Psalm 136:1-
2, so also verses 3-26). 
3 The LORD appeared to him from afar, saying, “I have loved you with an 
everlasting love; Therefore I have drawn you with lovingkindness” (Jeremiah 
31:3). 
 
The value of an article is due largely to how long it endures. Gold and precious 
stones, for example, are more precious than wood or paper, which do not last. 
God’s love, or lovingkindness, as the term hesed is rendered in Psalm 136, is 
everlasting. It is eternal. 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%204.10
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%206.44
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%205.8
https://gotquestions.org/God-love.html
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God’s Love is Immutable, Changeless  
How quickly human “love” can turn to hate in the divorce court. God’s love is not 
like this. His love is unchanging. As God is immutable, so is His love. 
 
6 “Put me like a seal over your heart, Like a seal on your arm. For love is as 
strong as death, Jealousy is as severe as Sheol; Its flashes are flashes of fire, The 
very flame of the LORD. 7 Many waters cannot quench love, Nor will rivers 
overflow it; If a man were to give all the riches of his house for love, It would be 
utterly despised” (Song of Solomon 8:6-7). 
18 Who is a God like Thee, who pardons iniquity And passes over the rebellious act 
of the remnant of His possession? He does not retain His anger forever, Because 
He delights in unchanging love (Micah 7:18). 
20 Thou wilt give truth to Jacob And unchanging love to Abraham, Which Thou 
didst swear to our forefathers From the days of old (Micah 7:20). 
17 Every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift is from above, coming down 
from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation, or shifting shadow 
(James 1:17). 
 
God’s Love is Holy 
Like God, God’s love is holy. It is communicated to us through the Holy Spirit: 
 
5 And hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out  
within our hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us (Romans 5:5). 
God’s love is always an expression of God’s holiness. It is also directed toward 
producing holiness in us. God’s love seeks to make us holy. 
4 Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should 
be holy and blameless before Him. In love (Ephesians 1:4). 
25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave 
Himself up for her; 26 that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the 
washing of water with the word (Ephesians 5:25-26). 
5 And you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, “MY 
SON, DO NOT REGARD LIGHTLY THE DISCIPLINE OF THE LORD, NOR FAINT WHEN 
YOU ARE REPROVED BY HIM; 6 FOR THOSE WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, 
AND HE SCOURGES EVERY SON WHOM HE RECEIVES.” 7 It is for discipline that you 
endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father 
does not discipline? 8 But if you are without discipline, of which all have become 
partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. 9 Furthermore, we had 
earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not much rather 
be subject to the Father of spirits, and live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short 
time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, that we may 
share His holiness (Hebrews 12:5-10). 
 
Many people think God’s love is such that He “accepts me just as I am.” This is not 
true. We come to Him in the words of the hymn writer, “Just as I am, without one 
plea.” But He cannot accept us this way. He accepts us “in Christ,” just as Christ 
is. God cannot and will not accept our sin. And so, in love, God disciplines us, 
moving us in love toward holiness. The love of God is not a guarantee that we will 
not suffer; it is the assurance that whatever suffering we endure is directed 
toward making us holy by a God who loves us. If it was necessary for Christ to 
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suffer in order to demonstrate God’s love toward us, why would we think our 
suffering is incompatible with God’s love toward us? 
 
God’s Love is Sacrificial 
God’s love is not self-serving but sacrificial. Love comes at a high cost, and the 
one who loves is the one who willingly pays the price.  
 
16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 
13 “Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends” 
(John 15:13). 
8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8). 
20 “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ 
lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me” (Galatians 2:20). 
25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave 
Himself up for her (Ephesians 5:25). 
9 By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only 
begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, 
not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins (1 John 4:9-10). 
 
Love always has a price tag, and the “lover” is gladly willing to pay the price. From 
eternity past, God set His love on us and purposed to save us through the sacrificial 
death of His Son. 
 
God’s Love is Sovereignly Bestowed By Grace  
God’s love is selective. When a man wants to marry, he chooses the woman he 
wants to be his wife. He chooses her apart from, and above, all others. He makes a 
selection. God’s love is likewise selective. He chooses some and not others: 
 
“Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated” (Romans 9:13; Malachi 1:2-3). 
“Yet on your fathers did the Lord set His affection to love them, and He chose 
their descendants after them, even you above all peoples, as it is this day 
(Deuteronomy 10:15). 
“You did not choose Me, but I chose you, and appointed you, that you should go 
and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask of the 
Father in My name, He may give to you” (John 15:16). 
 
God’s love is not given to men because they are lovely. He has chosen to love us in 
spite of our miserable condition.  
 
7 “The LORD did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in 
number than any of the peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8 but 
because the LORD loved you and kept the oath which He swore to your 
forefathers, the LORD brought you out by a mighty hand, and redeemed you from 
the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt” (Deuteronomy 7:7-
8). 
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8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us (Romans 5:8). 
We must conclude then that love is a choice—God’s choice. God chose to love us 
above others, not because of anything which we have done, or will do, but simply 
as a choice of His sovereign grace: 
6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For they are not all Israel 
who are descended from Israel; 7 neither are they all children because they are 
Abraham’s descendants, but: “through Isaac your descendants will be named.” 8 
That is, it is not the children of the flesh who are children of God, but the 
children of the promise are regarded as descendants. 9 For this is a word of 
promise: “At this time I will come, and Sarah shall have a son.” 10 And not only 
this, but there was Rebekah also, when she had conceived twins by one man, our 
father Isaac; 11 for though the twins were not yet born, and had not done 
anything good or bad, in order that God’s purpose according to His choice might 
stand, not because of works, but because of Him who calls, 12 it was said to her, 
“The older will serve the younger.” 13 Just as it is written, “Jacob I loved, but 
Esau I hated.” 14 What shall we say then? There is no injustice with God, is there? 
May it never be! 15 For He says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have 
mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” 16 So then it does 
not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy 
(Romans 9:6-16). 
 
There is nothing whatever in the objects of His love to call it forth; nothing in man 
could attract or prompt it. Love among men is awakened by something in the 
beloved, but the love of God is free, spontaneous, unevoked, uncaused. God loves 
men because He has chosen to love them—as Charles Wesley put it, ‘He hath loved 
us, He hath loved us, because he would love’ (an echo of Deut. 7:8)—and no reason 
for His love can be given save His own sovereign good pleasure. The Greek and 
Roman world of New Testament times had never dreamed of such love; its gods 
were often credited with lusting after women, but never with loving sinners; and 
the New Testament writers had to introduce what was virtually a new Greek word 
agape to express the love of God as they knew it. 

 
The Love of God is Personal and Individual 
 
God’s love is an exercise of His goodness towards individual sinners. It is not a 
vague, diffused good-will towards everyone in general and nobody in particular; 
rather, as being a function of omniscient almightiness, its nature is to particularize 
both its objects and its effects. God’s purpose of love, formed before creation (cf. 
Eph. 1:4), involved, first, the choice and selection of those whom He would bless 
and, second, the appointment of the benefits to be given them and the means 
whereby these benefits would be procured and enjoyed. All this was made sure 
from the start. So Paul writes to the Thessalonian Christians, ‘we are bound to give 
thanks to God always for you, brethren, beloved by the Lord, because God chose 
you (selection) from the beginning (before creation) to be saved (the appointed 
end) through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth (the appointed 
means)’ (2 Thess. 2:12, RSV). 

 
God’s Love is One Attribute Among Many 
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The love of God is one attribute of God, one of many. God’s love is not the 
complete truth about God as far as the Bible is concerned; it is one attribute 
among many. God’s love is related to His other attributes. 
  
It is not an abstract definition which stands alone, but a summing up, from the 
believer’s standpoint, of what the whole revelation set forth in Scripture tells us 
about its Author. This statement [God is love] presupposes all the rest of the 
biblical witness to God. The God of whom John is speaking is the God who made 
the world, who judged it by the Flood, who called Abraham and made of him a 
nation, who chastened His Old Testament people by conquest, captivity, and exile, 
who sent His Son to save the world, who cast off unbelieving Israel and shortly 
before John wrote had destroyed Jerusalem, and who would one day judge the 
world in righteousness. It is this God, says John, who is love. It is not possible to 
argue that a God who is love cannot also be a God who condemns and punishes the 
disobedient; for it is precisely of the God who does these very things that John is 
speaking. 
 
God’s Love is the Source of Human Love 
 
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is 
born of God and knows God. 8 The one who does not love does not know God, for 
God is love. 9 By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His 
only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him. 10 In this is 
love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one 
another (1 John 4:7-11). 
We love, because He first loved us (1 John 4:19). 
 
God’s Love is Expressed and Experienced in Christ 
 
In love, God provided a cure, a salvation not only for fallen men but for a fallen 
creation as well. In love, God sent His Son to die on the cross of Calvary, bearing 
man’s sins and offering to fallen men the righteousness of God. Those who receive 
the gift of salvation in Christ become the special objects of divine love, and then 
they begin to manifest this love toward others, who live in a sick, pain-filled, 
fallen world.  
 
By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten 
Son into the world so that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that 
we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins (1 John 4:9-10). 
 
God’s love to sinners was expressed by the gift of His Son to be their Saviour. The 
measure of love is how much it gives, and the measure of the love of God is the 
gift of His only Son to be made man, and to die for sins, and so to become the one 
mediator who can bring us to God. No wonder Paul speaks of God’s love as ‘great,’ 
and passing knowledge! (Eph. 2:4, 3:19.) Was there ever such costly munificence? 

  
God’s Love Evidenced in the Forgiveness of Sins 
 

javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d
javascript:%7b%7d


 

51 
 

God’s love is evidenced in the forgiveness of sins, but not incompatible with 
punishing sinners. Some wrongly think of love as antithetical to punishment. They 
believe they love their children by not punishing them. They expect God to bless 
them and make them happy, and then they become angry and frustrated when God 
allows suffering or pain. This evidences an inadequate definition of love. 
 
Then the Lord passed by in front of him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord God, 
compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and 
truth; 7 who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, 
transgression and sin; yet He will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, 
visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on the grandchildren to the 
third and fourth generations” (Exodus 34:6-7). 
 
In Exodus 34:6-7, the lovingkindness, compassion, and grace of God are evident in 
the forgiveness of sins, which He brought about through the punishment of our 
sins. Full and final forgiveness of our sins was accomplished by our Lord Jesus 
Christ on the cross of Calvary. But how was this forgiveness brought about? It was 
accomplished when God punished us for our sins in Christ. 
  
4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves 
esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted. 5 But He was pierced 
through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening 
for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed. 6 All of us 
like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the Lord 
has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him (Isaiah 53:4-6). 
21 But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, 
being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22 even the righteousness of God 
through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is no distinction; 
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being justified as a 
gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; 25 whom God 
displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to 
demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over 
the sins previously committed; 26 for the demonstration, I say, of His 
righteousness at the present time, that He might be just and the justifier of the 
one who has faith in Jesus (Romans 3:21-26). 
24 And He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we might die to sin 
and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. 25 For you were 
continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and 
Guardian of your souls (1 Peter 2:24-25). 
 
“How,” some ask, “can a loving God send anyone to hell?” The truth is that our 
loving God sent His Son to hell for our sins, so that we might have our sins forgiven 
and enjoy the blessings of heaven rather than endure our just punishment in hell. 
Those who reject God’s punishment of His Son in our place must endure the 
punishment themselves. That men go to hell is not so much a reflection on God’s 
love as a reflection of our animosity toward the God of love who provided a way of 
escape, a way which some reject. 
https://bible.org/seriespage/17-love-god  
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WHAT DOES GOD’S LOVE MEAN TO YOU? 
 
 
 
 

 
CALL TO FOLLOW HIM 
 

MATTHEW 4:19-22 
‘And He says to them (Simon Peter and Andrew), come follow Me and I will make 
you fishers of men. And immediately leaving the nets they followed Him….. and 
He called them (James and John – sons of Zebedee).  And immediately leaving the 
boat and the father of them they followed Him.’ 
 
These Jewish fishermen recognise that Jesus had a call upon their lives and that 
He had a different purpose for them other than fishing.  He calls us today, not 
necessarily taking us from our current jobs, but to see them as our vocation and 
not simply as a means to earn money. 
 
MATTHEW 9:13 
‘But going learn what is I desire mercy and not sacrifice for I have not come to 
call righteous but sinners.’ 
 
Jesus is more interested in what people do to help others than being ‘religious’, 
but at the same time He came to call people to Himself, ie to become His 
followers.  Some people think that they are ‘righteous’, but Jesus is only 
interested in those who recognise that they are ‘sinners’. 
 
MATTHEW 10:38 
‘And who does not take up the Cross of him and follow after Me is not worthy of 
Me.’ 
 
The Cross here symbolises one giving one’s all to follow Jesus, putting all our 
relationships and resources under Him to do as He pleases – He is not interested in 
anything less than total commitment.  
 
MATTHEW 11:28-30 
‘Come to Me all the ones being weary and being burdened and I will give rest to 
you.  Take up the yoke of Me upon you and learn from Me for I am humble and 
lowly in heart and you will find rest for the souls of you. For the yoke of Me is 
easy and the load of Me is light.’  
 
Jesus is saying that if you learn from Him and obey Him (the yoke), you will the 
right ‘rhythm of life’ for yourself (find rest), for His ways are ‘light’ and not 
burdensome. 
 
JOHN 8:12 
‘…..I am the Light of the World the one following Me will never walk in the 
darkness, but will have the Light of Life.’ 
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Jesus ‘illuminates’ the journey of life; He is ‘bright star’ of the cosmos, the 
universe, giving direction to those who seek it.  If you follow Jesus you will not be 
‘spiritually’ bankrupt, becoming ‘sin’s slave’ (the darkness), instead you will be 
‘alive’ (the life). 
 
JOHN 12:26 
‘If Me anyone serves, let him follow Me and where I am there also the servant of 
Me will be.  If anyone serves Me will honour Him the Father.’ 
 
Jesus is saying that as a follower of Him, you will always seek to serve Him, 
wherever He calls you.  If you disobey, He will not be with you on your journey in 
life. In obeying Him, you will be honoured before God. 
 
EPHESIANS 2:8-10 
‘For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. For we 
are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do.’ 
 
(From the above, one can see that there is quite a commitment to follow 
Jesus, but the benefits are certainly worth it!) 

 

WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO WITH THE CALL OF GOD UPON YOUR LIFE? 
 
 
 

 

 
GOD’S CHARACTER 
 

DESCRIPTORS OF CHARACTERISTICS 

(1) INCOMPARABLE 
o There is none holy as the LORD: for there is none beside Thee: neither is there 

any rock like our God. (1 Samuel 2:2) 
o For who in the Heaven can be compared unto the Lord?  Who among the sons of 

the mighty can be likened unto the Lord? (Psalm 89:6–7 (KJV 1900)) 
o I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may 

know the hope to which He has called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance 
in the saints, and His incomparably great power for us who believe. That power 
is like the working of His mighty strength… (Ephesians 1:18-19 NIV) 

o To whom then will ye liken Me, that I should be equal [to him]? saith the Holy 
One. (Isaiah 40:25 ESV) 

o Who hath directed the spirit of the LORD, or being His counsellor hath taught 
Him? With whom took He counsel, and who instructed Him, and taught Him in 
the path of judgment, and taught Him knowledge, and shewed to Him the way 
of understanding? (Isaiah 40:13-14 ESV) 
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o Who is a God like You, removing iniquity and passing over rebellion for the 
remnant of His inheritance? He does not hold on to His anger forever, because 
He delights in faithful love. (Micah 7:18 HCSB) 

o There is none like unto Thee, O LORD; Thou art great, and Thy name is great in 
might. (Jeremiah 10:6 ESV) 

(2) MAJESTIC 
o In the greatness of Your majesty you overthrow your adversaries; you send out 

your fury; it consumes them like stubble. (Exodus 15:7 (ESV)) 
o Who is like You, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like You, majestic in holiness, 

awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders? (Exodus 15:11 (ESV)) 
o There is none like God, O Jeshurun, who rides through the heavens to your help, 

through the skies in His majesty. (Deuteronomy 33:26 (ESV)) 
o Splendour and majesty are before Him; strength and joy are in His place. (1 

Chronicles 16:27 (ESV)) 
o Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and 

the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the Earth is Yours. Yours is the 
kingdom, O Lord, and You are exalted as head above all. (1 Chronicles 29:11 
(ESV)) 

o Will not His majesty terrify you, and the dread of Him fall upon you? (Job 13:11 
(ESV)) 

o For I was in terror of calamity from God, and I could not have faced His majesty. 
(Job 31:23 (ESV)) 

o After it His voice roars; He thunders with His majestic voice, and He does not 
restrain the lightnings when His voice is heard. (Job 37:4 (ESV)) 

o O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth! You have set your 
glory above the heavens. (Psalm 8:1 (ESV)) 

o Glorious are You, more majestic than the mountains of prey. (Psalm 76:4 (ESV)) 
o And the Lord will cause His majestic voice to be heard and the descending blow 

of His arm to be seen, in furious anger and a flame of devouring fire, with a 
cloudburst and storm and hailstones. (Isaiah 30:30 (ESV)) 

o The point of what we are saying is this: We do have such a high priest, who sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in Heaven. (Hebrews 8:1 
(NIV)) 

o We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power 
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 
(2 Peter 1:16 (NIV)) 

o For when He received honour and glory from God the Father, such an utterance 
as this was made to Him by the Majestic Glory, "This is My beloved Son with 
whom I am well-pleased " (2 Peter 1:17 (NIV)) 

o To the only God our Saviour be glory, majesty, power and authority, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen. (Jude 1:25 
(NIV)) 

(3) HOLY 
o For I am the LORD your God: sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy; for I 

am holy (Leviticus 11:44 (ESV)) 
o Speak unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, and say unto them, Ye 

shall be holy: for I the LORD your God am holy (Leviticus 19:2 (ESV)) 
o "Who is able to stand in the presence of the LORD, this holy God?" they cried 

out. "Where can we send the Ark from here?" (1 Samuel 6:20 (NLT)) 
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o Then say, "Save us, O God of our salvation, and gather us and deliver us from the 
nations, to give thanks to Your holy Name, And glory in Your praise." (1 
Chronicles 16:35 (NAS)) 

o "O LORD our God, even these materials that we have gathered to build a Temple 
to honour Your holy Name come from you! It all belongs to you! (1 Chronicles 
29:16 (NLT)) 

o Sing praises to the Lord, O you His saints, and give thanks to His holy Name 
(Psalm 30:4 (ESV)) 

o Exalt ye the LORD our God, and worship at His holy hill; for the LORD our God is 
holy (Psalm 99:9 (ESV)) 

o Save us, O LORD our God, and gather us from among the nations, to give thanks 
unto Thy holy Name, and to triumph in Thy praise (Psalm 136:47 (ESV)) 

o But the LORD Almighty will be exalted by His justice, and the holy God will show 
Himself holy by His righteousness (Isaiah 5:16 (NIV)) 

o For I am the LORD thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy saviour (Isaiah 43:3 (ESV)) 

(4) AWESOME 
o "Who else among the gods is like You, O LORD? Who is glorious in holiness like 

You – so awesome in splendour, performing such wonders?” (Exodus 15:11 (NLT)) 
o And as Aaron spoke to the people, they looked out toward the desert. Within the 

guiding cloud, they could see the awesome glory of the LORD (Exodus 16:10 
(NLT)) 

o "Don't be afraid," Moses said, "for God has come in this way to show you His 
awesome power. From now on, let your fear of Him keep you from sinning!" 
(Exodus 20:20 (NLT)) 

o The Israelites at the foot of the mountain saw an awesome sight. The awesome 
glory of the LORD on the mountaintop looked like a devouring fire (Exodus 24:17 
(NLT)) 

o You shall not be in dread of them, for the Lord your God is in your midst, a great 
and awesome God (Deuteronomy 7:21 (ESV)) 

o "If you are not careful to do all the words of this law that are written in this 
book, that you may fear this glorious and awesome Name, the Lord your God 
(Deuteronomy 28:58 (ESV)) 

o And I said, "O Lord God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps 
covenant and steadfast love with those who love Him and keep His 
commandments (Nehemiah 1:5 (ESV)) 

o Awesome is God from His sanctuary; the God of Israel - He is the one who gives 
power and strength to His people. Blessed be God! (Psalm 68:35 (ESV)) 

o He sent redemption to His people; He has commanded His covenant forever. 
Holy and awesome is His Name! (Psalm 111:9 (ESV)) 

o I prayed to the Lord my God and made confession, saying, "O Lord, the great and 
awesome God, who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love Him 
and keep His commandments (Daniel 9:4 (ESV)) 

(5) PROVIDER  
o So Abraham called the name of that place, "The Lord will provide"; as it is said 

to this day, "On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided." (Genesis 22:14 
(ESV)) 

o The LORD provided a deliverer for Israel, and they escaped from the power of 
Aram. So the Israelites lived in their own homes as they had before. (2 Kings 
13:5 (NIV)) 
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o Who provides food for the raven when its young cry out to God and wander 
about for lack of food? (Job 38:41 (NIV)) 

o He provides food for those who fear Him; He remembers His covenant forever. 
(Psalm 111:5 (ESV)) 

o He provided redemption for his people; he ordained his covenant forever - holy 
and awesome is his name. (Psalm 111:9 (NIV)) 

o Then the LORD God provided a vine and made it grow up over Jonah to give 
shade for his head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah was very happy about the 
vine. (Jonah 4:6 (NIV)) 

o Yet He has not left Himself without testimony: He has shown kindness by giving 
you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; He provides you with plenty of 
food and fills your hearts with joy. (Acts 14:17 (NIV)) 

o As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set 
their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with 
everything to enjoy. (1 Timothy 6:17 (ESV)) 

o The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, 
sustaining all things by his powerful word. After He had provided purification for 
sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in Heaven. (Hebrews 1:3 
(NIV)) 

o If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If 
anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all 
things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory and the 
power for ever and ever. Amen. (1 Peter 4:11 (NIV)) 

(6) HONOUR 
o So honour the LORD and serve him wholeheartedly. Put away forever the idols 

your ancestors worshiped when they lived beyond the Euphrates River and in 
Egypt. Serve the LORD alone.  (Joshua 24:14 (NLT)) 

o Therefore, the LORD, the God of Israel, says: The terrible things you are doing 
cannot continue! I had promised that your branch of the tribe of Levi would 
always be my priests. But I will honour only those who honour me, and I will 
despise those who despise me. (1 Samuel 2;30 (NLT)) 

o So I am planning to build a Temple to honour the name of the LORD my God, just 
as he instructed my father that I should do. For the LORD told him, 'Your son, 
whom I will place on your throne, will build the Temple to honour my name.' (1 
King 5:5 (NLT)) 

o Honour and majesty surround him; strength and beauty are in his dwelling. (1 
Chronicles 16:27 (NLT)) 

o May we shout for joy when we hear of your victory, flying banners to honour our 
God.  (Psalm 20:5 (NLT)) 

o Give honour to the LORD, you angels; give honour to the LORD for his glory and 
strength. (Psalm 29:1 (NLT)) 

o I will honour you as long as I live, lifting up my hands to you in prayer. (Psalm 
63:4 (NLT)) 

o Honour and majesty surround him; strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 
(Psalm 96:6 (NLT) 

o Praise the LORD, I tell myself; O LORD my God, how great you are! You are 
robed with honour and with majesty. (Psalm 104:1 (NLT)) 

o I honour and love your commands. I meditate on your principles. (Psalm 119:48 
(NLT)) 
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(7) GLORY 
o And as soon as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the people of Israel, 

they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of the Lord appeared 
in the cloud. (Exodus 16:10 (ESV)) 

o The glory of the Lord dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. 
And on the seventh day He called to Moses out of the midst of the cloud. 
(Exodus 24:16 (ESV)) 

o Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top 
of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. (Exodus 24:17 (ESV)) 

o Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the 
tabernacle. (Exodus 40:34 (ESV)) 

o And Moses and Aaron went into the tent of meeting, and when they came out 
they blessed the people, and the glory of the Lord appeared to all the people. 
(Leviticus 9:23 (ESV)) 

o But truly, as I live, and as all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord.. 
(Numbers 14:21 (ESV)) 

o Then Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly to the entrance 
of the tent of meeting and fell on their faces. And the glory of the Lord 
appeared to them.. (Numbers 20:6 (ESV)) 

o And you said, 'Behold, the Lord our God has shown us His glory and greatness, 
and we have heard His voice out of the midst of the fire. This day we have seen 
God speak with man and man still live. (Deuteronomy 5:24 (ESV)) 

o Glory in His holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice! (1 
Chronicles 16:10 (ESV)) 

o Declare His glory among the nations, His marvellous works among all the 
peoples! (1 Chronicles 16:24 (ESV)) 

o Ascribe to the Lord, O clans of the peoples, ascribe to the Lord glory and 
strength! (1 Chronicles 16:28 (ESV)) 

o Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and 
the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the Earth is yours. Yours is the 
kingdom, O Lord, and You are exalted as head above all. (1 Chronicles 19:11 
(ESV)) 

o When all the people of Israel saw the fire come down and the glory of the Lord 
on the temple, they bowed down with their faces to the ground on the 
pavement and worshiped and gave thanks to the Lord, saying, "For He is good, 
for His steadfast love endures forever." (2 Chronicles 7:3 (ESV)) 

o O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth! You have set your 
glory above the heavens. (Psalm 8:1 (ESV)) 

o The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims His 
handiwork. (Psalm 19:1 (ESV)) 

o Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of 
glory may come in. (Psalm 24:7 (ESV)) 

o O Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glory 
dwells. (Psalm 26:8 (ESV)) 

o Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
(Psalm 29:1 (ESV)) 

o Be exalted, O God, above the heavens! Let Your glory be over all the Earth! 
(Psalm 57:5 (ESV)) 

o Sing the glory of His name; give to Him glorious praise! (Psalm 66:2 (ESV)) 
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o Nations will fear the Name of the Lord, and all the kings of the earth will fear 
Your glory. (Psalm 102:15 (ESV)) 

o They shall speak of the glory of Your kingdom and tell of Your power (Psalm 
145:11 (ESV)) 

(8) WORTHY OF WORSHIP 
o But the LORD, who brought you up from the land of Egypt with great power and 

an outstretched arm, Him you shall fear, Him you shall worship, and to Him you 
shall offer sacrifice. (2 Kings 17:36 (NKJV)) 

o But as for me, I will come into Your house in the multitude of Your mercy; In 
fear of You I will worship toward Your holy temple. (Psalm 5:7 (NKJV)) 

o All nations whom You have made Shall come and worship before You, O Lord, 
And shall glorify Your name. (Psalm 86:9 (NKJV)) 

o Exalt the LORD our God, and worship at His footstool-- He is holy. (Psalm 99:5 
(NKJV)) 

o I will worship toward Your holy temple, and praise Your name For Your 
lovingkindness and Your truth; for You have magnified Your word above all Your 
name. (Psalm 138:2)) 

o But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. (John 
4:23 (NKJV)) 

o But this I confess to you, that according to the Way which they call a sect, so I 
worship the God of my fathers, believing all things which are written in the Law 
and in the Prophets. (Acts 24:14 (NKJV)) 

o And thus the secrets of his heart are revealed; and so, falling down on his face, 
he will worship God and report that God is truly among you. (1 Corinthians 14:25 
(NKJV)) 

o The four living creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes around and 
within. And they do not rest day or night, saying: "Holy, holy, holy, R33 Lord God 
Almighty, Who was and is and is to come!" 9 Whenever the living creatures give 
glory and honour and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who lives forever 
and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne 
and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast their crowns before the 
throne, saying:  11 "You are worthy, O Lord, R34 To receive glory and honour 
and power; For You created all things, And by Your will they exist R35 and were 
created." (Revelation 4:8-11 (NKJV)) 

o Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy. 
For all nations shall come and worship before You, For Your judgments have 
been manifested." (Revelation 15:4 (NKJV)) 

(9) PRESENCE 
o They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the 

day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD 
God among the trees of the garden. (Genesis 3:8 (NAS)) 

o "You shall set the bread of the Presence on the table before Me at all times. 
(Exodus 25:30 (NAS)) 

o And He said, "My presence shall go with you, and I will give you rest." (Exodus 
33:14 (NAS)) 

o And fire came out from the presence of the LORD and consumed them, and they 
died before the LORD. (Leviticus 10:2 (NAS)) 
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o "Do this: take censers for yourselves, Korah and all your company, 7 and put fire 
in them, and lay incense upon them in the presence of the LORD tomorrow; and 
the man whom the LORD chooses shall be the one who is holy. (Numbers 16:6-7 
(NAS)) 

o while your servants, everyone who is armed for war, will cross over in the 
presence of the LORD to battle, just as my lord says." (Numbers 32:27 (NAS)) 

o "You shall eat in the presence of the LORD your God, at the place where He 
chooses to establish His name, the tithe of your grain, your new wine, your oil, 
and the firstborn of your herd and your flock, so that you may learn to fear the 
LORD your God always. (Deuteronomy 14:13 (NAS)) 

o "The mountains quaked at the presence of the LORD, This Sinai, at the presence 
of the LORD, the God of Israel. (Judges 5:5 (NAS)) 

o "Now then, do not let my blood fall to the ground away from the presence of the 
LORD; for the king of Israel has come out to search for a single flea, just as one 
hunts a partridge in the mountains." (1 Samuel 26:20 (NAS)) 

o Now there was a famine in the days of David for three years, year after year; 
and David sought the presence of the LORD. And the LORD said, "It is for Saul 
and his bloody house, because he put the Gibeonites to death." (2 Samuel 21:1 
(NAS)) 

o Then the LORD said to Satan, "Behold, all that he has is in your power, only do 
not put forth your hand on him." So Satan departed from the presence of the 
LORD. (Job 1:12 (NAS)) 

o You will make known to me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; 
In Your right hand there are pleasures forever. (Psalm 16:11 (NAS)) 

o As for me, You uphold me in my integrity, and You set me in Your presence 
forever. (Psalm 41:12 (NAS)) 

o For by their own sword they did not possess the land, and their own arm did not 
save them, But Your right hand and Your arm and the light of Your presence, For 
You favoured them. (Psalm 44:3 (NAS)) 

o You, even You, are to be feared; And who may stand in Your presence when 
once You are angry? (Psalm 76:7 (NAS)) 

o You have placed our iniquities before You, Our secret sins in the light of Your 
presence. (Psalm 90:8 (NAS)) 

o Surely the righteous will give thanks to Your name; The upright will dwell in 
Your presence. (Psalm 140:13 (NAS)) 

(10) PURPOSE 
o But for this purpose I have raised you up, to show you my power, so that my 

name may be proclaimed in all the earth. (Exodus 9:16 (ESV)) 
o I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted. 

(Job 42:2 (ESV)) 
o I cry out to God Most High, to God who fulfils his purpose for me. (Psalm 57:2 

(ESV)) 
o Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the purpose of the Lord that 

will stand. (Proverbs 19:21 (ESV)) 
o This is the purpose that is purposed concerning the whole earth, and this is the 

hand that is stretched out over all the nations. (Isaiah 14:26 ESV)) 
o So shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me 

empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the 
thing for which I sent it. (Isaiah 55:11 (ESV)) 
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o "I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns as well; 
for I was sent for this purpose." (Luke 4:43 (ESV)) 

o "Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? 'Father, save me from this hour'? 
But for this purpose I have come to this hour.” (John 12:27 (ESV)) 

(11) PROTECTOR 
o The Lord bless you and protect you.  (Numbers 6:24 (Holman)) 
o For the LORD your God moves about in your camp to protect you and to deliver 

your enemies to you. Your camp must be holy, so that he will not see among you 
anything indecent and turn away from you. (Deuteronomy 23:14 (NIV)) 

o May the LORD answer you when you are in distress; may the name of the God of 
Jacob protect you. (Psalm 20:1 (NIV)) 

o You are my hiding place; You protect me from trouble. You surround me with 
joyful shouts of deliverance. Selah (Psalm 32:7 (Holman)) 

o Father of orphans and protector of widows is God in his holy habitation. (Psalm 
68:5 (NRSV)) 

o I am in pain and distress; may your salvation, O God, protect me. (Psalm 69:29 
(NIV)) 

o The Lord will protect your coming and going both now and forever. (Psalm 121:8 
(Holman)) 

o So that He may guard the paths of justice and protect the way of His loyal 
followers. (Proverbs 2:8 (Holman)) 

o I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am 
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name - the name 
you gave me - so that they may be one as we are one. (John 17:11 (NIV)) 

o Now to Him who is able to protect you from stumbling and to make you stand in 
the presence of His glory, blameless and with great joy (Jude 1:24 (Holman)) 

(12) GOODNESS 
o And he said, "I will make all my goodness pass before you, and will proclaim 

before you the name, "The Lord'; and I will be gracious to whom I will be 
gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. (Exodus 33:19 (NRSV)) 

o On the eighth day he sent the people away; and they blessed the king, and went 
to their tents, joyful and in good spirits because of all the goodness that the 
Lord had shown to his servant David and to his people Israel. (1 King 8:66 
(NRSV)) 

o Now rise up, O Lord God, and go to your resting place, you and the ark of your 
might. Let your priests, O Lord God, be clothed with salvation, and let your 
faithful rejoice in your goodness. (2 Chronicles 6:41 (NRSV)) 

o Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your 
steadfast love remember me, for your goodness' sake, O Lord! (Psalm 25:7 
(NRSV)) 

o Happy are those whom you choose and bring near to live in your courts. We shall 
be satisfied with the goodness of your house, your holy temple. (Psalm 65:4 
(NRSV)) 

o Afterward the Israelites shall return and seek the Lord their God, and David their 
king; they shall come in awe to the Lord and to his goodness in the latter days. 
(Hosea 3:5 (NRSV)) 

o But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Saviour appeared, (Titus 
3:4 (NRSV)) 
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o And have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to 
come. (Hebrews 6:5 (NRSV)) 

(13) CREATOR 
o But Abram said to the king of Sodom, "I have raised my hand to the LORD, God 

Most High, Creator of heaven and earth, and have taken an oath. (Genesis 14:22 
(NIV)) 

o Is this the way you repay the LORD, O foolish and unwise people? Is he not your 
Father, your Creator, who made you and formed you? (Deuteronomy 32:6 (NIV)) 

o Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the 
Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his 
understanding no one can fathom. (Isaiah 40:28 (NIV)) 

o I am the LORD, your Holy One, Israel's Creator, your King. (Isaiah 43:15 (NIV)) 
o "Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the beginning the Creator 'made them 

male and female,' (Matthew 19:4 (NIV)) 
o Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 

and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image 

of its Creator. (Colossians 3:10 (NIV)) 

(14) AUTHORITY 
o For He was teaching them as one having authority, and not as their scribes. 

(Matthew 7:29 (NAS)) 
o "But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive 

sins"--then He said to the paralytic, "Get up, pick up your bed and go home." 
(Matthew 9:6 (NAS)) 

o And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to 
Me in heaven and on earth. (Matthew 28:18 (NAS)) 

o "But I will warn you whom to fear: fear the One who, after He has killed, has 
authority to cast into hell; yes, I tell you, fear Him! (Luke 12:5 (NAS)) 

o "No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative. I have 
authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This 
commandment I received from My Father." (John 10:18 (NAS)) 

o Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, "Father, the 
hour has come; glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify You, even as You gave 
Him authority over all flesh, that to all whom You have given Him, He may give 
eternal life. (John 17:1-2 (NAS)) 

o Jesus answered, "You would have no authority over Me, unless it had been given 
you from above; for this reason he who delivered Me to you has the greater sin." 
(John 19:11 (NAS)) 

o He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has 
fixed by His own authority. (Acts 1:7 (NAS)) 

o Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God. 
(Romans 13:1 (NAS)) 

o For you know what commandments we gave you by the authority of the Lord 
Jesus. (1 Thessalonians 4:2 (NAS)) 

o To the only God our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, 
dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen. (Jude 1:25 
(NAS)) 

(15) JEALOUS 
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o You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am 
a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and 
fourth generation of those who hate me (Exodus 20:5 (NIV)) 

o Do not worship any other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous 
God. (Exodus 34:14 (NIV)) 

o For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God. (Deuteronomy 34:14 
(NIV)) 

o Therefore prophesy concerning the land of Israel and say to the mountains and 
hills, to the ravines and valleys: 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I speak in 
my jealous wrath because you have suffered the scorn of the nations’. (Ezekiel 
36:6 (NIV)) 

o Then the LORD will be jealous for his land and take pity on his people. (Joel 2:18 
(NIV)) 

o The LORD is a jealous and avenging God; the LORD takes vengeance and is filled 
with wrath. The LORD takes vengeance on his foes and maintains his wrath 
against his enemies. (Nahum 1:2 (NIV)) 

o I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy. I promised you to one husband, to 
Christ, so that I might present you as a pure virgin to him. (2 Corinthians 11:2 
(NIV)) 

(16) POWER 
o The LORD said to Moses, "When you return to Egypt, see that you perform before 

Pharaoh all the wonders I have given you the power to do. But I will harden his 
heart so that he will not let the people go”. (Exodus 4:21 (NIV)) 

o But I have raised you up for this very purpose, that I might show you my power 
and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth. (Exodus 9:16 (NIV)) 

o "Your right hand, O LORD, was majestic in power. Your right hand, O LORD, 
shattered the enemy”. (Exodus 15:6 (NIV)) 

o As he approached Lehi, the Philistines came toward him (Samson) shouting. The 
Spirit of the LORD came upon him in power. (Judges 15:14 (NIV)) 

o The Spirit of the LORD will come upon you in power, and you will prophesy with 
them; and you will be changed into a different person. (1 Samuel 10:6 (NIV)) 

o The power of the LORD came upon Elijah and, tucking his cloak into his belt, he 
ran ahead of Ahab all the way to Jezreel. (1 Kings 18:46 (NIV)) 

o Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty 
and the splendour, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O LORD, is 
the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. (1 Chronicles 29:11 (NIV)) 

o His wisdom is profound, his power is vast. Who has resisted him and come out 
unscathed? (Job 9:4 (NIV)) 

o See, the Lord, the LORD Almighty, will lop off the boughs with great power. The 
lofty trees will be felled, the tall ones will be brought low. (Isaiah 10:33 (NIV)) 

o But God made the earth by his power; he founded the world by his wisdom and 
stretched out the heavens by his understanding. (Jeremiah 10:12 (NIV)) 

o So he said to me, "This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: 'Not by might nor 
by power, but by my Spirit,' says the LORD Almighty”. (Zechariah 2:6 (NIV)) 

o Jesus replied, "You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the 
power of God”. (Matthew 22:29 (NIV)) 

o At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations 
of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of 
the sky, with power and great glory. (Matthew 24:30 (NIV)) 
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o The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son 
of God. (Luke 1:35 (NIV)) 

o All the people were amazed and said to each other, "What is this teaching? With 
authority and power he gives orders to evil spirits and they come out!" (Luke 
4:36 (NIV)) 

o I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am 
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name - the name 
you gave me - so that they may be one as we are one. (John 17:11 (NIV)) 

o I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation 
of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. (Romans 1:6 
(NIV)) 

(17) TRUTH 
o Then the Lord passed in front of him and proclaimed: Yahweh -- Yahweh is a 

compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger and rich in faithful love and 
truth. (Exodus 34:6 (Holman)) 

o Guide me in Your truth and teach me, for You are the God of my salvation; I 
wait for You all day long. (Psalm 25:5 (Holman)) 

o For Your faithful love is before my eyes, and I live by Your truth. (Psalm 26:3 
(Holman)) 

o Into Your hand I entrust my spirit; You redeem me, Lord, God of truth. (Psalm 
31:5 (Holman)) 

o Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; faithful love and 
truth go before You. (Psalm 89:14 (Holman)) 

o The works of His hands are truth and justice; all His instructions are trustworthy. 
(Psalm 111:7 (Holman)) 

o By Myself I have sworn; Truth has gone from My mouth, a word that will not be 
revoked: Every knee will bow to Me, every tongue will swear allegiance. (Isaiah 
45:23 (Holman)) 

o Whoever is blessed in the land will be blessed by the God of truth, and whoever 
swears in the land will swear by the God of truth. For the former troubles will be 
forgotten and hidden from My sight. (Isaiah 65:16 (Holman)) 

o The Word became flesh and took up residence among us. We observed His glory, 
the glory as the One and Only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 
1:14 (Holman)) 

o But an hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship 
the Father in spirit and truth. (John 4:23 (Holman)) 

o Jesus told him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through Me. (John 14:6 (Holman)) 

o When the Counsellor comes, the One I will send to you from the Father -- the 
Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father -- He will testify about Me. (John 
15:6 (Holman)) 

(18) INTEGRITY-PROMISE 
o Now the Lord has fulfilled his promise that he made. For I have risen in the place 

of David my father, and sit on the throne of Israel, as the Lord promised, and I 
have built the house for the name of the Lord, the God of Israel. (1 King 8:20 
(ESV)) 
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o Blessed be the Lord who has given rest to his people Israel, according to all that 
he promised. Not one word has failed of all his good promise, which he spoke by 
Moses his servant. (1King 8:56 (ESV)) 

o Let your steadfast love come to me, O Lord, your salvation according to your 
promise. (Psalm 119:41 (ESV)) 

o Your promise is well tried, and your servant loves it. (Psalm 119:140 (ESV)) 
o For thus says the Lord: When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will 

visit you, and I will fulfil to you my promise and bring you back to this place. 
(Jeremiah 29:10 (ESV)) 

o Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will fulfil the promise I 
made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. (Jeremiah 33:14 (ESV)) 

o Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the 
Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves 
are seeing and hearing. (Acts 2:33 (ESV)) 

o For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, 
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself. (Acts 2:39 (ESV)) 

o And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to 
promise. (Galatians 3:29 (ESV)) 

o And this is the promise that he made to us - eternal life. (1 John 2:25 (ESV)) 

(19) STRENGTH 
o Now may the Lord's strength be displayed, just as you have declared. (Numbers 

14:17 (NIV)) 
o Because he loved your forefathers and chose their descendants after them, he 

brought you out of Egypt by his Presence and his great strength. (Deuteronomy 
4:7 (NIV)) 

o Look to the LORD and his strength; seek his face always. (1 Chronicles 16:11 
(NIV)) 

o If it is a matter of strength, he is mighty! And if it is a matter of justice, who 
will summon him? (Job 9:19 (NIV)) 

o To him belong strength and victory; both deceived and deceiver are his. (Job 
12:16 (NIV)) 

o But you, O LORD, be not far off; O my Strength, come quickly to help me. (Psalm 
22:19 (NIV)) 

o The LORD is the strength of his people, a fortress of salvation for his anointed 
one. (Psalm 28:8 (NIV)) 

o Ascribe to the LORD, O mighty ones, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
(Psalm 29:1 (NIV)) 

o The LORD reigns, he is robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and is 
armed with strength. The world is firmly established; it cannot be moved. 
(Psalm 93:1 (NIV)) 

o The LORD is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. (Psalm 
118:14 (NIV)) 

(20) FEARFUL 
o Now Joseph said to them on the third day, "Do this and live, for I fear God” 

(Genesis 42:18 (NAS)) 
o Furthermore, you shall select out of all the people able men who fear God, men 

of truth, those who hate dishonest gain; and you shall place these over them as 
leaders of thousands, of hundreds, of fifties and of tens. (Exodus 18:21 (NAS)) 
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o Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid; for God has come in order to test 
you, and in order that the fear of Him may remain with you, so that you may not 
sin." (Exodus 20:20 (NAS)) 

o "Remember the day you stood before the LORD your God at Horeb, when the 
LORD said to me, `Assemble the people to Me, that I may let them hear My 
words so they may learn to fear Me all the days they live on the earth, and that 
they may teach their children.'” (Deuteronomy 4:10 (NAS)) 

o Now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require from you, but to fear the 
LORD your God, to walk in all His ways and love Him, and to serve the LORD your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul. (Deuteronomy 10:12 (NAS)) 

o You who fear the LORD, praise Him; All you descendants of Jacob, glorify Him, 
And stand in awe of Him, all you descendants of Israel. (Psalm 22:23 (NAS)) 

o From You comes my praise in the great assembly; I shall pay my vows before 
those who fear Him. (Psalm 22:25 (NAS)) 

o Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear Him, on those who hope for His 
lovingkindness. (Psalm 33:18 NAS)) 

o O fear the LORD, you His saints; For to those who fear Him there is no want. 
(Psalm 34:9 (NAS)) 

o Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the LORD. (Psalm 
34:11 (NAS)) 

(21) GREAT 
o O Lord God, you have only begun to show your servant your greatness and your 

might; what god in heaven or on earth can perform deeds and mighty acts like 
yours! (Deuteronomy 3:24 (NRSV)) 

o Look, the Lord our God has shown us his glory and greatness, and we have heard 
his voice out of the fire. Today we have seen that God may speak to someone 
and the person may still live. (Deuteronomy 5:24)) 

o I prayed to the Lord and said, “Lord God, do not destroy the people who are 
your very own possession, whom you redeemed in your greatness, whom you 
brought out of Egypt with a mighty hand.” (Deuteronomy 9:26 (NRSV)) 

o For I will proclaim the name of the Lord; ascribe greatness to our God! 
(Deuteronomy 32:3 (NRSV)) 

o Yours, O Lord, are the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the 
majesty; for all that is in the heavens and on the earth is yours; yours is the 
kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. (1 Chronicles 29:11 
(NRSV)) 

o And I commanded the Levites that they should purify themselves and come and 
guard the gates, to keep the Sabbath day holy. Remember this also in my favour, 
O my God, and spare me according to the greatness of your steadfast love. 
(Nehemiah 13:22 (NRSV)) 

o Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; his greatness is unsearchable. 
(Psalm 145:3 (NRSV)) 

o So I will display my greatness and my holiness and make myself known in the 
eyes of many nations. Then they shall know that I am the Lord. (Ezekiel 38:23 
(NRSV)) 

o And what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, 
according to the working of his great power. (Ephesians 1:19 (NRSV)) 

(22) JOY 
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o Splendour and majesty are before him; strength and joy in his dwelling place. (1 
Chronicles 16:27 (NIV)) 

o Nehemiah said, "Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to 
those who have nothing prepared. This day is sacred to our Lord. Do not grieve, 
for the joy of the LORD is your strength." (Nehemiah 8:10 (NIV)) 

(23) OWNER 
o Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you 

shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine. 
(Exodus 19:5 (ESV)) 

o You shall be holy to me, for I the Lord am holy and have separated you from the 
peoples, that you should be mine.  (Leviticus 20:26 (ESV)) 

o Vengeance is mine, and recompense, for the time when their foot shall slip; for 
the day of their calamity is at hand, and their doom comes swiftly. 
(Deuteronomy 32:35 (ESV)) 

o Who has first given to me, that I should repay him? Whatever is under the whole 
heaven is mine. (Job 41:11 (ESV)) 

o For every beast of the forest is mine, the cattle on a thousand hills. I know all 
the birds of the hills, and all that moves in the field is mine. If I were hungry, I 
would not tell you, for the world and its fullness are mine. (Psalm 50:10-12 
(ESV)) 

o The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, declares the Lord of hosts. (Haggai 2:8 
(ESV)) 

o Every branch of mine that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch 
that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. (John 15:2 (ESV)) 

(24) EXALTED 
o The Lord lives, and blessed be my rock, and exalted be my God, the rock of my 

salvation. (2 Samuel 22:47 (ESV)) 
o Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and 

the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the 
kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. (1 Chronicles 29:11 
(ESV)) 

o Then the Levites, Jeshua, Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabneiah, Sherebiah, Hodiah, 
Shebaniah, and Pethahiah, said, "Stand up and bless the Lord your God from 
everlasting to everlasting. Blessed be your glorious name, which is exalted above 
all blessing and praise.” (Nehemiah 9:5 (ESV)) 

o Behold, God is exalted in his power; who is a teacher like him? (Job 36:22 (ESV)) 
o The Lord lives, and blessed be my rock, and exalted be the God of my salvation. 

(Psalm 18:46 (ESV)) 
o Be exalted, O Lord, in your strength! We will sing and praise your power. (Psalm 

21:13 (ESV)) 
o "Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be 

exalted in the earth!" (psalm 46:10 (ESV)) 
o Be exalted, O God, above the heavens! Let your glory be over all the earth! 

(Psalm 57:5 (ESV)) 
o I bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name for your 

steadfast love and your faithfulness, for you have exalted above all things your 
name and your word. (Psalm 138:2 (ESV)) 

o But the Lord of hosts is exalted in justice, and the Holy God shows Himself holy 
in righteousness. (Isaiah 5:16 (ESV)) 
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(25) CONSUMING/WRATH 
o To the Israelites the glory of the LORD looked like a consuming fire on top of the 

mountain. (Exodus 24:17 (NIV)) 
o For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God. (Deuteronomy 4:24 

(NIV)) 
o See, the Name of the LORD comes from afar, with burning anger and dense 

clouds of smoke; his lips are full of wrath, and his tongue is a consuming fire. 
(Isaiah 30:27 (NIV)) 

o The LORD will cause men to hear his majestic voice and will make them see his 
arm coming down with raging anger and consuming fire, with cloudburst, 
thunderstorm and hail. (Isaiah 30:30 (NIV)) 

o Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be 
thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, 29 for our 
"God is a consuming fire." (Hebrews 12:28-29 (NIV)) 

(26) LOVE 
o The LORD did not set his love upon you, nor choose you, because ye were more 

in number than any people; for ye were the fewest of all people: (Deuteronomy 
7:7 (KJV)) 

o And he will love thee, and bless thee, and multiply thee: he will also bless the 
fruit of thy womb, and the fruit of thy land, thy corn, and thy wine, and thine 
oil, the increase of thy kin, and the flocks of thy sheep, in the land which he 
swear unto thy fathers to give thee. (Deuteronomy 7:13 (KJV)) 

o In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved them: 
in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; and he bare them, and carried 
them all the days of old. (Isaiah 63:9 (KJV)) 

o The LORD hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an 
everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee. (Jeremiah 
31:3 (KJV)) 

o The LORD thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice 
over thee with joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy over thee with singing. 
(Zephaniah 3:17 (KJV)) 

o Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take 
it again. (John 10:17 (KJV)) 

o Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and 
my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with 
him. (john 14:23 (KJV)) 

o As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. (John 
15:9 (KJV)) 

o This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. (John 
15:12 (KJV)) 

o And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. (Romans 5:5 (KJV)) 

o But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8 (KJV)) 

o Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? (Romans 8:35 (KJV)) 

o Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:39 (KJV)) 

(27) COMFORTER 
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o Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, 
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. (Psalm 23:4 
(ESV)) 

o When I think of your rules from of old, I take comfort, O Lord. (psalm 119:52 
(ESV)) 

o Let your steadfast love comfort me according to your promise to your servant. 
(Psalm 119:76 (ESV)) 

o You will say in that day: "I will give thanks to you, O Lord, for though you were 
angry with me, your anger turned away, that you might comfort me. (Isaiah 12;1 
(ESV)) 

o I have seen his ways, but I will heal him; I will lead him and restore comfort to 
him and his mourners. (Isaiah 57:8 (ESV)) 

o Cry out again, Thus says the Lord of hosts: My cities shall again overflow with 
prosperity, and the Lord will again comfort Zion and again choose Jerusalem. 
(Zechariah 1:17 (ESV)) 

o So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was 
being built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the 
Holy Spirit, it multiplied. (Acts 9:31 (ESV)) 

o Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies 
and God of all comfort. (2 Corinthians 1:3 (ESV)) 

o Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us and 
gave us eternal comfort and good hope through grace. (2 Thessalonians 2:16 
(ESV)) 

(28) FORGIVING 
o `The LORD is slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, forgiving iniquity 

and transgression; but He will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generations.’ (Numbers 
14:18 (NAS)) 

o "Pardon, I pray, the iniquity of this people according to the greatness of Your 
lovingkindness, just as You also have forgiven this people, from Egypt even until 
now." (Numbers 14:19 (NAS)) 

o `The priest shall also make atonement for him with the ram of the guilt offering 
before the LORD for his sin which he has committed, and the sin which he has 
committed will be forgiven him. (Leviticus 19:22 (NAS)) 

o O LORD our God, You answered them; You were a forgiving God to them, And 
yet an avenger of their evil deeds. (Psalm 99:8 (NAS)) 

o He touched my mouth with it and said, "Behold, this has touched your lips; and 
your iniquity is taken away and your sin is forgiven." (Isaiah 6:7 (NAS)) 

o `And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. (Matthew 6:12 
(NAS)) 

o "But if you do not forgive others, then your Father will not forgive your 
transgressions. (Matthew 6:15 (NAS)) 

o "Which is easier, to say, `Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, `Get up, and walk'? 
(Matthew 9:5 (NAS)) 

o "Therefore I say to you, any sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven people, but 
blasphemy against the Spirit shall not be forgiven. (Matthew 12:31 (NAS)) 

o But Jesus was saying, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are 
doing." And they cast lots, dividing up His garments among themselves. (Luke 
23:34 (NAS)) 
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o Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in 
Christ also has forgiven you. (Ephesians 4:32 (NAS)) 

o When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, 
He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions. 
(Colossians 2:13 (NAS)) 

o Bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint 
against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you. (Colossians 3:13 
(NAS)) 

o If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:9 (NAS)) 

(29) SAVIOUR 
o The God of my rock; in him will I trust: he is my shield, and the horn of my 

salvation, my high tower, and my refuge, my saviour; thou savest me from 
violence.  (2 Samuel 22:3 (KJV)) 

o For I am the LORD thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for 
thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee. (Isaiah 43:3 (KJV)) 

o Tell ye, and bring them near; yea, let them take counsel together: who hath 
declared this from ancient time? who hath told it from that time? have not I the 
LORD? and there is no God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour; there is 
none beside me. (Isaiah 45:21 (KJV)) 

o For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord. (Luke 2:11 (KJV)) 

o Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to 
give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. (Acts 5:31 (KJV)) 

o Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the commandment of God our Saviour, and 
Lord Jesus Christ, which is our hope. (1 Timothy 1:1 (KJV)) 

o But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath 
abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light through the 
gospel. (2 Timothy 1:10 (KJV)) 

o Not purloining, but shewing all good fidelity; that they may adorn the doctrine 
of God our Saviour in all things. (Titus 2:10 (KJV)) 

o But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared. 
(Titus 3:4 (KJV)) 

o To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, 
both now and ever. Amen. (Jude 1:25 (KJV)) 

(30) MARVELLOUS 
o Remember his marvellous works that he hath done, his wonders, and the 

judgments of his mouth. (1 Chronicles 16:12 (KJV)) 
o Shew thy marvellous lovingkindness, O thou that savest by thy right hand them 

which put their trust in thee from those that rise up against them. (Psalm 17:7 
(KJV)) 

o Thus saith the LORD of hosts; If it be marvellous in the eyes of the remnant of 
this people in these days, should it also be marvellous in mine eyes? saith the 
LORD of hosts. (Zechariah 8:6 (KJV)) 

o Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which the 
builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord's 
doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes? (Matthew 21:42 (KJV)) 
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o But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 
people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvellous light. (1 Peter 2:9 (KJV)) 

o And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvellous, seven angels having the 
seven last plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of God. (Revelation 15:1 
(KJV)) 

(31) JUST 
o Far be it from you to do such a thing, to put the righteous to death with the 

wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not 
the Judge of all the earth do what is just?" (Genesis 18:25 (ESV)) 

o He executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the sojourner, 
giving him food and clothing. (Deuteronomy 10:18 (ESV)) 

o The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness 
and without iniquity, just and upright is he. (Deuteronomy 32:4 (ESV)) 

o But the Lord sits enthroned forever; he has established his throne for justice… 
(Psalm 9:7 (ESV)) 

o He loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of the steadfast love of the 
Lord. (Psalm 33:5 (ESV)) 

o The Lord works righteousness and justice for all who are oppressed. (Psalm 
103:6 (ESV)) 

o Hear my voice according to your steadfast love; O Lord, according to your 
justice give me life. (Psalm 119:149 (ESV)) 

o He stores up sound wisdom for the upright; he is a shield to those who walk in 
integrity, 8 guarding the paths of justice and watching over the way of his 
saints. (Proverbs 2:7-8 (ESV)) 

o Many seek the face of a ruler, but it is from the Lord that a man gets justice. 
(Proverbs 29:26 (ESV)) 

o And I will make justice the line, and righteousness the plumb line; and hail will 
sweep away the refuge of lies, and waters will overwhelm the shelter." (Isaiah 
28:17 (ESV)) 

(32) EVERLASTING 
o Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beersheba and called there on the name of 

the Lord, the Everlasting God. (Genesis 21:33 (ESV)) 
o The eternal God is your dwelling place, and underneath are the everlasting 

arms. (Deuteronomy 33:27a (ESV)) 
o Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting! (1 

Chronicles 16:36 (ESV)) 
o Your throne is established from of old; you are from everlasting. (Psalm 33:2 

(ESV)) 
o For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon 

his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (Isaiah 9:6 (ESV)) 

o Trust in the Lord forever, for the Lord God is an everlasting rock. (Isaiah 26:4 
(ESV)) 

o Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the 
Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his 
understanding is unsearchable. (Isaiah 40:28 (ESV)) 
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o In overflowing anger for a moment I hid my face from you, but with everlasting 
love I will have compassion on you," says the Lord, your Redeemer. (Isaiah 54:8 
(ESV)) 

o I will give in my house and within my walls a monument and a name better than 
sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name that shall not be cut 
off. (Isaiah 56:5 (ESV)) 

o The sun shall be no more your light by day, nor for brightness shall the moon 
give you light; but the Lord will be your everlasting light, and your God will be 
your glory. (Isaiah 60:19 (ESV)) 

o But the Lord is the true God; he is the living God and the everlasting King. At his 
wrath the earth quakes, and the nations cannot endure his indignation. 
(Jeremiah 10:10 (ESV)) 

(33) FAITHFUL 
o Know therefore that the LORD your God, He is God, the faithful God, who keeps 

His covenant and His lovingkindness to a thousandth generation with those who 
love Him and keep His commandments. (Deuteronomy 7:9 (NAS)) 

o Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and its Holy One, To the despised 
One, To the One abhorred by the nation, To the Servant of rulers, "Kings will see 
and arise, Princes will also bow down, Because of the LORD who is faithful, the 
Holy One of Israel who has chosen You. (Isaiah 49:7 (NAS)) 

o God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. (1 Corinthians 1:9 (NAS)) 

o No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is 
faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but 
with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able 
to endure it. (1 Corinthians 10:13 (NAS)) 

o But as God is faithful, our word to you is not yes and no. (2 Corinthians 1:18 
(NAS)) 

o But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you from the evil 
one. (2 Thessalonians 3:3 (NAS)) 

o If we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself. (2 Timothy 
2:13 (NAS)) 

o Therefore, those also who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust their 
souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right. (1 Peter 4:19 (NAS)) 

o If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:9 (NAS)) 

o And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is 
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war. 
(Revelation 19:11 (NAS)) 

(34) ALL-KNOWING 
o The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to 

us and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of this law. 
(Deuteronomy 29:29 (NIV)) 

o Who can fathom the Spirit of the Lord, or instruct the Lord as his counsellor?  
Whom did the Lord consult to enlighten him, and who taught him the right way? 
Who was it that taught him knowledge, or showed him the path of 
understanding? (Isaiah 40:13-14 (NIV)) 

o But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, "Why do you think evil in your hearts? 
(Matthew 9:4 (ESV)) 
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o And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. (Matthew 10:30 (NIV)) 
o But, knowing their hypocrisy, he said to them, "Why put me to the test? Bring me 

a denarius and let me look at it." (Mark 12:15 (ESV)) 
o Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and 

laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account. (Hebrews 4:13 
(NIV)) 

(35) HEALER 
o "If you will diligently hearken to the voice of the LORD your God, and do that 

which is right in his eyes, and give heed to his commandments and keep all his 
statutes, I will put none of the diseases upon you which I put upon the 
Egyptians; for I am the LORD, your healer." (Exodus 15:26 (RSV)) 

o "'See now that I, even I, am He, and there is no god beside me; I kill and I make 
alive; I wound and I heal; and there is none that can deliver out of My hand.” 
(Deuteronomy 32:39 (RSV)) 

o If My people who are called by My name humble themselves, and pray and seek 
My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from Heaven, and will 
forgive their sin and heal their land. (2 Chronicles 7:14 (RSV)) 

o "Return, O faithless sons, I will heal your faithlessness." "Behold, we come to 
thee; for thou art the LORD our God.” (Jeremiah 3:22 (RSV)) 

o Heal me, O LORD, and I shall be healed; save me, and I shall be saved; for thou 
art my praise. (Jeremiah 17:14 (RSV)) 

o Behold, I will bring to it health and healing, and I will heal them and reveal to 
them abundance of prosperity and security. (Jeremiah 33:6 (RSV)) 

o And He called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean 
spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease and every infirmity. 
(Matthew 10:1 (RSV)) 

o Heal the sick in it and say to them, 'The kingdom of God has come near to you.' 
(Luke 10:9 (RSV)) 

o How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how 
He went about doing good and healing all that were oppressed by the devil, for 
God was with Him. (Acts 10:38 (RSV)) 

(36) LIGHT 
o Happy are the people who know the joyful shout; Lord, they walk in the light of 

Your presence. (Psalm 89:15 (Holman’s)) 
o [His] brilliance is like light; rays are flashing from His hand. This is where His 

power is hidden. (Habakkuk 3:4 (Holman’s)) 
o This, then, is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved 

darkness rather than the light because their deeds were evil. (John 3:19 
(Holman’s)) 

o Then Jesus spoke to them again: "I am the light of the world. Anyone who 
follows Me will never walk in the darkness but will have the light of life." (John 
8:12 (Holman’s)) 

o Jesus answered, "The light will be with you only a little longer. Walk while you 
have the light so that darkness doesn't overtake you. The one who walks in 
darkness doesn't know where he's going. (John 12:35 (Holman’s)) 

o While you have the light, believe in the light so that you may become sons of 
light." Jesus said this, then went away and hid from them. (John 12:36 
(Holman’s)) 
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o Now this is the message we have heard from Him and declare to you: God is 
light, and there is absolutely no darkness in Him. (1 John 1:5 (Holman’s)) 

o Yet I am writing you a new command, which is true in Him and in you, because 
the darkness is passing away and the true light is already shining. (1 John 2:8 
(Holman’s)) 

(37) GUIDE 
o For You are my rock and my fortress; for Your name's sake You will lead me and 

guide me. (Psalm 31:3 (NAS)) 
o For such is God, Our God forever and ever; He will guide us until death. (Psalm 

48:14 (NAS)) 
o Let the nations be glad and sing for joy; for You will judge the peoples with 

uprightness And guide the nations on the earth. Selah. (Psalm 67:4 (NAS)) 
o "I will lead the blind by a way they do not know, In paths they do not know I will 

guide them. I will make darkness into light before them and rugged places into 
plains. These are the things I will do, And I will not leave them undone." (Isaiah 
42:16 (NAS)) 

o They will not hunger or thirst, Nor will the scorching heat or sun strike them 
down; for He who has compassion on them will lead them And will guide them to 
springs of water. (Isaiah 49:10 (NAS)) 

o To guide our feet into the way of peace. (Luke 1:79b (NAS)) 
o But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for 

He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; 
and He will disclose to you what is to come. (John 16:13 (NAS) 

(38) GATHERER 
o And from thence [they journeyed] to Beer: that is the well whereof the LORD 

said unto Moses, Gather the people together, and I will give them water. 
(Numbers 21:16 (ESV)) 

o That then the LORD thy God will turn thy captivity, and have compassion upon 
thee, and will return and gather thee from all the peoples, whither the LORD thy 
God hath scattered thee. (Deuteronomy 30:3 (ESV)) 

o If [any of] thine outcasts be in the uttermost parts of heaven, from thence will 
the LORD thy God gather thee, and from thence will he fetch thee. 
(Deuteronomy 30:4 (ESV)) 

o Now therefore gather the rest of the people together, and encamp against the 
city, and take it: lest I take the city, and it be called after my name. (2 Samuel 
12:28 (ESV)) 

o But if ye return unto me, and keep my commandments and do them, though 
your outcasts were in the uttermost part of the heaven, yet will I gather them 
from thence, and will bring them unto the place that I have chosen to cause my 
name to dwell there. (Nehemiah 1:9 (ESV)) 

(39) WISDOM 
o Tell all the skilled men to whom I have given wisdom in such matters that they 

are to make garments for Aaron, for his consecration, so he may serve me as 
priest. (Exodus 28:3 (NIV)) 

o Observe them carefully, for this will show your wisdom and understanding to the 
nations, who will hear about all these decrees and say, "Surely this great nation 
is a wise and understanding people.” (Deuteronomy 4:6)) 

o His wisdom is profound, his power is vast. Who has resisted him and come out 
unscathed? (Job 9:4 (NIV)) 
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o To God belong wisdom and power; counsel and understanding are His. (Job 12:13 
(NIV)) 

o Where then does wisdom come from? Where does understanding dwell? (Job 
28:20 (NIV)) 

o Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the inmost 
place. (Psalm 51:6 (NIV)) 

o By wisdom the LORD laid the earth's foundations, by understanding he set the 
heavens in place. (Proverbs 3:19 (NIV)) 

o The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him - the Spirit of wisdom and of 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of 
the fear of the LORD (Isaiah 11:2 (NIV)) 

o All this also comes from the LORD Almighty, wonderful in counsel and 
magnificent in wisdom. (Isaiah 28:29 (NIV)) 

o He will be the sure foundation for your times, a rich store of salvation and 
wisdom and knowledge; the fear of the LORD is the key to this treasure. (Isaiah 
33:6 (NIV)) 

(40) WORKER 
o God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good. (Genesis 1:31) 
o Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?  Tell me, if you have 

understanding. Who determined its measurements—surely you know!  Or who 
stretched the line upon it?? (Job 38:4-5) 

o The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green 
pastures; He leads me beside still waters.  (Psalm 23:1-2) 

o Let Your work appear to Your servants and Your majesty to their children. 
(Psalm 90:16 (NASB)) 

o They all wait for You To give them their food in due season. (Psalm 104:27 
(NASB)) 

o Unless the LORD builds the house, they labour in vain who build it; unless the 
LORD guards the city, the watchman keeps awake in vain. (Psalm 127:1 (NASB)) 

o My Father always working, and so am I (John 5:17) 
o No one can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me; and I will raise 

that person up on the last day. It is written in the prophets, “And they shall all 
be taught by God.” Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes 
to me. (John 6:44-45) 

(41) TRUSTWORTHY 
o But for all this, you did not trust the LORD your God. (Deuteronomy 1:32 (NASB)) 
o "LORD, there is no one besides You to help in the battle between the powerful 

and those who have no strength; so help us, O LORD our God, for we trust in 
You, and in Your name have come against this multitude. O LORD, You are our 
God; let not man prevail against You." (2 Chronicles 14:11 (NASB)) 

o "Listen to me, O Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem, put your trust in the LORD 
your God and you will be established. Put your trust in His prophets and 
succeed." (2 Chronicles 20:20 (NASB)) 

o I hate those who regard vain idols, But I trust in the LORD. (Psalm 31:6 (NASB)) 
o Trust in the LORD and do good; Dwell in the land and cultivate faithfulness. 

(Psalm 37:3 (NASB)) 
o Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, and He will do it. (Psalm 37:5 

(NASB)) 



 

75 
 

o He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; Many will see and 
fear And will trust in the LORD. (Psalm 40:3 (NASB)) 

o But as for me, I am like a green olive tree in the house of God; I trust in the 
lovingkindness of God forever and ever. (Psalm 52:8 (NASB)) 

o In God I have put my trust, I shall not be afraid. What can man do to me? (Psalm 
56:11 (NASB)) 

o Who is among you that fears the LORD, That obeys the voice of His servant, That 
walks in darkness and has no light? Let him trust in the name of the LORD and 
rely on his God. (Isaiah 50:10 (NASB)) 

(42) SOVEREIGN 
o O Sovereign LORD, you have begun to show to your servant your greatness and 

your strong hand. For what god is there in heaven or on earth who can do the 
deeds and mighty works you do? (Deuteronomy 3:24 (NIV)) 

o What more can David say to you? For you know your servant, O Sovereign LORD. 
(“ Samuel 7:20 (NIV)) 

o How great you are, O Sovereign LORD! There is no one like you, and there is no 
God but you, as we have heard with our own ears. (2 Samuel 7:22 (NIV)) 

o Now be pleased to bless the house of your servant, that it may continue forever 
in your sight; for you, O Sovereign LORD, have spoken, and with your blessing 
the house of your servant will be blessed forever. (2 Samuel 7:29 (NIV)) 

o I will come and proclaim your mighty acts, O Sovereign LORD; I will proclaim 
your righteousness, yours alone. (Psalm 71:16 (NIV)) 

o See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power, and his arm rules for him. See, his 
reward is with him, and his recompense accompanies him. (Isaiah 41:10 (NIV)) 

o The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to 
preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners. 
(Isaiah 61:1 (NIV)) 

o And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God and said, 
"Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything 
in them. (Acts 4:24 (ESV)) 

o He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords. (1 
Timothy 6:15 (NASB)) 

o They cried out with a loud voice, "O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long 
before you will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?" 
(Revelation 6:10 (ESV)) 

(43) MERCIFUL 
o For it was of the LORD to harden their hearts, to meet Israel in battle in order 

that he might utterly destroy them, that they might receive no mercy, but that 
he might destroy them, just as the LORD had commanded Moses. (Joshua 11:20 
(NASB)) 

o For the Lord your God is gracious and merciful; He will not turn [His] face away 
from you if you return to Him. (2 Chronicles 30:9b (Holman’s)) 

o The LORD is gracious and merciful; Slow to anger and great in lovingkindness. 
(Psalm 145:8 (NASB)) 

o I knew that You are a merciful and compassionate God, slow to become angry, 
rich in faithful love, and One who relents from [sending] disaster. (Jonah 4:2b 
(Holman’s)) 
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o And He did not let him, but He said to him, "Go home to your people and report 
to them what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He had mercy on 
you." (Mark 5:19 (NASB)) 

o AND HIS MERCY IS UPON GENERATION AFTER GENERATION TOWARD THOSE WHO 
FEAR HIM. (Luke 1:50 (NASB)) 

o Because of the tender mercy of our God, with which the Sunrise from on high 
will visit us. (Luke 1:78 (NASB)) 

o For He says to Moses, "I WILL HAVE MERCY ON WHOM I HAVE MERCY, AND I WILL 
HAVE COMPASSION ON WHOM I HAVE COMPASSION." (Romans 9:15 (NASB)) 

o For God has shut up all in disobedience so that He may show mercy to all. 
(Romans 11:32 (NASB)) 

o Now concerning virgins I have no command of the Lord, but I give an opinion as 
one who by the mercy of the Lord is trustworthy. (1 Corinthians 7:25 (NASB)) 

o Even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent 
aggressor. Yet I was shown mercy because I acted ignorantly in unbelief (1 
Timothy 1:13 (NASB)) 

o He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but 
according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the 
Holy Spirit. (Titus 3:5 (NASB)) 

o For I will be merciful to their wrongdoing, and I will never again remember their 
sins. (Hebrews 8:12 (Holman’s)) 

o Keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously for the mercy of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to eternal life. (Jude 1:21 (NASB)) 

(44) UNCHANGEABLE 
o God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should change his 

mind. Has he said, and will he not do it? Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfil 
it? (Numbers 23:19 (ESV)) 

o But he is unchangeable, and who can turn him back? What he desires, that he 
does. (Job 23:13 (ESV)) 

o The counsel of the Lord stands forever, the plans of his heart to all generations. 
(Psalm 33:11 (ESV)) 

o For I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not 
consumed. (Malachi 3:6 (ESV)) 

o So when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise the 
unchangeable character of his purpose, he guaranteed it with an oath. (Hebrews 
6:17 (ESV)) 

(45) INFINITE/ETERNAL 
o The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms: and he 

shall thrust out the enemy from before thee; and shall say, Destroy them. 
(Deuteronomy 33:27 (KJV)) 

o Furthermore, the Eternal One of Israel does not lie or change His mind, for He is 
not man who changes his mind." (1 Samuel 15:29 (Holman’s)) 

o May the Lord your God be praised! He delighted in you and put you on the 
throne of Israel, because of the Lord's eternal love for Israel. He has made you 
king to carry out justice and righteousness. (1 King 10:9 (Holman’s)) 

o Great is our Lord, and of great power: his understanding is infinite. (Psalm 147:5 
(KJV)) 
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o For a child will be born for us, a son will be given to us, and the government will 
be on His shoulders. He will be named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.(Isaiah 9:6 (Holman’s)) 

o But the Lord is the true God; He is the living God and eternal King.  (Jeremiah 
10:10 (Holman’s)) 

o Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honour 
and glory for ever and ever. Amen. (1 Timothy 1:17 (KJV)) 

o Now the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ Jesus, will 
personally restore, establish, strengthen, and support you after you have 
suffered a little. (1 Peter 5:10 (Holman’s)) 

(46) INCOMPREHENSIBLE (beyond human understanding):  
o The Lord gives, and the Lord takes away. Praise the name of the Lord. (Job 1:21 

(Holman’s)) 
o Who does great things, unfathomable, and wondrous works without number were 

He to pass by me, I would not see Him; were He to move past me, I would not 
perceive Him. Were He to snatch away, who could restrain Him? Who could say 
to Him, “What art Thou doing?” (Job 9:10-12) 

o Can you fathom the depths of God or discover the limits of the Almighty?  [They 
are] higher than the heavens - what can you do? [They are] deeper than Sheol -- 
what can you know?  (Job 11:7-8 (Holman’s) 

o Where were you when I established the earth? Tell [Me], if you have 
understanding. Who fixed its dimensions? Certainly you know! Who stretched a 
measuring line across it? What supports its foundations? Or who laid its 
cornerstone while the morning stars sang together and all the sons of God 
shouted for joy? Who enclosed the sea behind doors when it burst from the 
womb, when I made the clouds its garment and thick darkness its blanket, ….. 
(Job 38:4ff Holman’s)) 

o [This] extraordinary knowledge is beyond me. It is lofty; I am unable to [reach] 
it. (Psalm 139:6 (Holman’s)) 

o Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and the knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable His judgments and untraceable His ways! For who has known the 
mind of the Lord? Or who has been His counsellor? Or who has ever first given to 
Him, and has to be repaid?   (Romans 11:33-35 (Holman’s)) 

o And to know the Messiah's love that surpasses knowledge, so you may be filled 
with all the fullness of God. (Ephesians 3:19 (Holman’s)) 

o And the peace of God, which surpasses every thought, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:7 (Holman’s)) 

(47) SUPREME (pre-eminent):  
o Turn to Me, and be saved, all the ends of the earth; For I am God, and there is 

no other. (Isaiah 45:22) 
o Remember the former things long past, For I am God, and there is no other; I am 

God, and there is no one like Me. (Isaiah 46:9) 
o And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ 

whom you have sent. (John 17:3 (ESV)) 
o He is the head of the body, the church; He is the beginning, the first-born from 

the dead, that in everything He might be pre-eminent. (Colossians 1:18 (RSV)) 
o Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honour and glory 

forever and ever. Amen. (1 Timothy 1:17) 
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o To the only God our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, 
dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen. (Jude 1:25) 

(48) TRANSCENDENT (above and beyond man):  
o Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 

salvation! Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful 
noise to him with songs of praise! For the Lord is a great God, and a great King 
above all gods. In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the 
mountains are his also. The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the 
dry land. (Psalm 95:1ff (ESV)) 

o O Lord, You have searched me and known me! You know when I sit down and 
when I rise up; You discern my thoughts from afar. You search out my path and 
my lying down and are acquainted with all my ways. Even before a word is on 
my tongue, behold, O Lord, You know it altogether. You hem me in, behind and 
before, and lay Your hand upon me. (Psalm 139:1ff (ESV)) 

o For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, declares 
the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher 
than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. (Isaiah 55:8-9 (ESV)) 

o In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. (John 1:1 (ESV)) 

o Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are His judgments and how inscrutable His ways! “For who has 
known the mind of the Lord, or who has been His counsellor?” “Or who has given 
a gift to Him that he might be repaid?” For from Him and through Him and to 
Him are all things. To Him be glory forever. Amen. (Romans 11:33-36 (ESV)) 

(49) BEAUTIFUL 
o One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the 

house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord 
and to inquire in his temple. (Psalm 27:4 (ESV)) 

o Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined forth. (Psalm 50:2 (KJV)) 
o In that day the Lord of hosts will be a crown of glory, and a diadem of beauty, to 

the remnant of his people. (Isaiah 28:5 (ESV)) 

(50) IMPECCABILTY (without sin) 
o Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 

(Matthew 4:1 (NKJV)) (as a man) 
o For our sake He made Him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in Him we might 

become the righteousness of God.  (2 Corinthians 5:21) 
o For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 

weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet 
without sin. (Hebrews 4:15) 

o …God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He tempt anyone. (James 1:13b 
(NKJV)) 

o He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in His mouth. (1 Peter 2:22) 

(51) GRACE 
o How much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one who has 

spurned the Son of God, and has profaned the blood of the covenant by which he 
was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace? (Hebrews 10:29 (ESV)) 

(52) JOY 
o For the joy of the Lord is your strength. (Nehemiah 8:10b) 
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o These things have I spoken to you, that My joy might remain in you, and that 
your joy might be full. (John 15:11) 

o You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word in 
much tribulation with the joy of the Holy Spirit. (1 Thessalonians 1:6) 

 

WHAT ASPECTS OF GOD’S CHARACTER STAND OUT AND WHY? 
 
 
 

 

  
COVENANTS 
 

Covenants are mentioned throughout the Bible, so it is important to have an 
understanding of the place they have in Christianity. A covenant is an 
unchangeable, divinely imposed legal agreement between God and man that 
stipulates the conditions of their relationship. 
 
The Old Covenant was a physical (earth) based agreement that was initially made 
at Mount Sinai with the children of Israel. It required obedience to the letter of 
God's law. It promised that a person or a nation would be physically blessed 
(health, wealth, etc.) or cursed (e.g. poverty, captivity, etc.) depending on 
whether or not they obeyed all of God's written commandments and statutes. It 
was the Being who became Jesus Christ Who established the Covenant with Israel. 
 
The New Covenant, in contrast to the Old, is spiritually based. It is based on 
obedience from the heart and a fulfilling of God's laws not only in the letter but 
also in their spiritual intent. It promises an eternal life full of love and glory for 
those who obey God and eternal death for those who completely reject submission 
to the Creator. The beginning words of the New Covenant were given by Jesus in 
Matthew chapters 5, 6, and 7, which is commonly referred to as the Sermon on the 
Mount.  
 
http://www.biblestudy.org/beginner/old-covenant-versus-new-covenant.html 
 
The Bible speaks of seven different covenants, four of which (Abrahamic, 
Palestinian, Mosaic, Davidic) God made with the nation of Israel. Of those four, 
three are unconditional in nature; that is, regardless of Israel's obedience or 
disobedience, God still will fulfil these covenants with Israel. One of the 
covenants, the Mosaic Covenant, is conditional in nature. That is, this covenant 
will bring either blessing or cursing depending on Israel's obedience or 
disobedience. Three of the covenants (Adamic, Noahic, New) are made between 
God and mankind in general, and are not limited to the nation of Israel. 
 
The Adamic Covenant can be thought of in two parts: the Edenic Covenant 
(innocence) and the Adamic Covenant (grace) (Genesis 3:16-19). The Edenic 
Covenant is found in Genesis 1:26-30; 2:16-17. The Edenic Covenant outlined 
man’s responsibility toward creation and God’s directive regarding the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. The Adamic Covenant included the curses pronounced 

http://www.biblestudy.org/question/what-are-the-different-bible-covenants.html
http://www.biblestudy.org/maps/division-of-promised-land-to-twelve-tribes-israel.html
http://www.biblestudy.org/apostlepaul/what-did-paul-teach-about-the-law-of-god.html
http://www.biblestudy.org/bible-study-by-topic/proverbs/health.html
http://www.biblestudy.org/basicart/biblical-guide-to-prosperity.html
http://www.biblestudy.org/beginner/definition-of-christian-terms/generational-curse.html
http://www.biblestudy.org/theplainertruth/is-god-a-family-of-beings.html
http://www.biblestudy.org/basicart/what-is-the-new-covenant.html
http://www.biblestudy.org/question/worshipping-god-in-spirit-and-in-truth.html
http://www.biblestudy.org/question/what-is-the-glory-of-god.html
http://www.biblestudy.org/biblepic/sermon-on-the-mount-location.html
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https://gotquestions.org/Adamic-covenant.html
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%203.16-19
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%201.26-30
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Genesis%202.16-17
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against mankind for the sin of Adam and Eve, as well as God’s provision for that sin 
(Genesis 3:15). 
 
The Noahic Covenant was an unconditional covenant between God and Noah 
(specifically) and humanity (generally). After the Flood, God promised humanity 
that He would never again destroy all life on earth with a Flood (see Genesis 
chapter 9). God gave the rainbow as the sign of the covenant, a promise that the 
entire earth would never again flood and a reminder that God can and will judge 
sin (2 Peter 2:5). 
 
Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 12:1-3, 6-7; 13:14-17; 15; 17:1-14; 22:15-18). In this 
covenant, God promised many things to Abraham. He personally promised that He 
would make Abraham’s name great (Genesis 12:2), that Abraham would have 
numerous physical descendants (Genesis 13:16), and that he would be the father of 
a multitude of nations (Genesis 17:4-5). God also made promises regarding a nation 
called Israel. In fact, the geographical boundaries of the Abrahamic Covenant are 
laid out on more than one occasion in the book of Genesis (12:7; 13:14-15; 15:18-
21). Another provision in the Abrahamic Covenant is that the families of the world 
will be blessed through the physical line of Abraham (Genesis 12:3; 22:18). This is 
a reference to the Messiah, who would come from the line of Abraham. 
 
Palestinian Covenant (Deuteronomy 30:1-10). The Palestinian Covenant, or Land 
Covenant, amplifies the land aspect that was detailed in the Abrahamic Covenant. 
According to the terms of this covenant, if the people disobeyed, God would cause 
them to be scattered around the world (Deuteronomy 30:3-4), but He would 
eventually restore the nation (verse 5). When the nation is restored, then they will 
obey Him perfectly (verse 8), and God will cause them to prosper (verse 9). 
 
Mosaic Covenant (Deuteronomy 11; et al.). The Mosaic Covenant was a conditional 
covenant that either brought God's direct blessing for obedience or God's direct 
cursing for disobedience upon the nation of Israel. Part of the Mosaic Covenant was 
the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20) and the rest of the Law, which contained over 
600 commands—roughly 300 positive and 300 negative. The history books of the 
Old Testament (Joshua–Esther) detail how Israel succeeded at obeying the Law or 
how Israel failed miserably at obeying the Law. Deuteronomy 11:26-28 details the 
blessing/cursing motif. 
 
Davidic Covenant (2 Samuel 7:8-16). The Davidic Covenant amplifies the “seed” 
aspect of the Abrahamic Covenant. The promises to David in this passage are 
significant. God promised that David's lineage would last forever and that his 
kingdom would never pass away permanently (verse 16). Obviously, the Davidic 
throne has not been in place at all times. There will be a time, however, when 
someone from the line of David will again sit on the throne and rule as king. This 
future king is Jesus (Luke 1:32-33). 
 
New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34). The New Covenant is a covenant made first 
with the nation of Israel and, ultimately, with all mankind. In the New Covenant, 
God promises to forgive sin, and there will be a universal knowledge of the Lord. 
Jesus Christ came to fulfil the Law of Moses (Matthew 5:17) and create a new 
covenant between God and His people. Now that we are under the New Covenant, 
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both Jews and Gentiles can be free from the penalty of the Law. We are now given 
the opportunity to receive salvation as a free gift (Ephesians 2:8-9). 
https://gotquestions.org/bible-covenants.html  
 
Becoming a Christian means making a ‘covenant’ or agreement with God to 
worship, love and serve Him forever. 

 

WHY ARE COVENANTS IMPORTANT? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE TRINITY 
 

1) There is one God (Deuteronomy 6:4; 1 Corinthians 8:4; Galatians 3:20; 1 
Timothy 2:5). 
 
2) The Trinity consists of three Persons (Genesis 1:1, 26; 3:22; 11:7; Isaiah 6:8, 
48:16, 61:1; Matthew 3:16-17, 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14). In Genesis 1:1, the 
Hebrew plural noun "Elohim" is used. In Genesis 1:26, 3:22, 11:7 and Isaiah 6:8, the 
plural pronoun for “us” is used. The word "Elohim" and the pronoun “us” are plural 
forms, definitely referring in the Hebrew language to more than two. While this is 
not an explicit argument for the Trinity, it does denote the aspect of plurality in 
God. The Hebrew word for "God," "Elohim," definitely allows for the Trinity. 
 
In Isaiah 48:16 and 61:1, the Son is speaking while making reference to the Father 
and the Holy Spirit. Compare Isaiah 61:1 to Luke 4:14-19 to see that it is the Son 
speaking. Matthew 3:16-17 describes the event of Jesus' baptism. Seen in this 
passage is God the Holy Spirit descending on God the Son while God the Father 
proclaims His pleasure in the Son. Matthew 28:19 and 2 Corinthians 13:14 are 
examples of three distinct Persons in the Trinity. 
 
3) The members of the Trinity are distinguished one from another in various 
passages. In the Old Testament, “LORD” is distinguished from “Lord” (Genesis 
19:24; Hosea 1:4). The LORD has a Son (Psalm 2:7, 12; Proverbs 30:2-4). The Spirit 
is distinguished from the “LORD” (Numbers 27:18) and from “God” (Psalm 51:10-
12). God the Son is distinguished from God the Father (Psalm 45:6-7; Hebrews 1:8-
9). In the New Testament, Jesus speaks to the Father about sending a Helper, the 
Holy Spirit (John 14:16-17). This shows that Jesus did not consider Himself to be 
the Father or the Holy Spirit. Consider also all the other times in the Gospels 
where Jesus speaks to the Father. Was He speaking to Himself? No. He spoke to 
another Person in the Trinity—the Father. 
 
4) Each member of the Trinity is God. The Father is God (John 6:27; Romans 1:7; 1 
Peter 1:2). The Son is God (John 1:1, 14; Romans 9:5; Colossians 2:9; Hebrews 1:8; 
1 John 5:20). The Holy Spirit is God (Acts 5:3-4; 1 Corinthians 3:16). 
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5) There is subordination within the Trinity. Scripture shows that the Holy Spirit is 
subordinate to the Father and the Son, and the Son is subordinate to the Father. 
This is an internal relationship and does not deny the deity of any Person of the 
Trinity. This is simply an area which our finite minds cannot understand concerning 
the infinite God. Concerning the Son see Luke 22:42, John 5:36, John 20:21, and 1 
John 4:14. Concerning the Holy Spirit see John 14:16, 14:26, 15:26, 16:7, and 
especially John 16:13-14. 
 
6) The individual members of the Trinity have different tasks. The Father is the 
ultimate source or cause of the universe (1 Corinthians 8:6; Revelation 4:11); 
divine revelation (Revelation 1:1); salvation (John 3:16-17); and Jesus' human 
works (John 5:17; 14:10). The Father initiates all of these things. 
 
The Son is the agent through whom the Father does the following works: the 
creation and maintenance of the universe (1 Corinthians 8:6; John 1:3; Colossians 
1:16-17); divine revelation (John 1:1, 16:12-15; Matthew 11:27; Revelation 1:1); 
and salvation (2 Corinthians 5:19; Matthew 1:21; John 4:42). The Father does all 
these things through the Son, who functions as His agent. 
 
The Holy Spirit is the means by whom the Father does the following works: 
creation and maintenance of the universe (Genesis 1:2; Job 26:13; Psalm 104:30); 
divine revelation (John 16:12-15; Ephesians 3:5; 2 Peter 1:21); salvation (John 3:6; 
Titus 3:5; 1 Peter 1:2); and Jesus' works (Isaiah 61:1; Acts 10:38). Thus, the Father 
does all these things by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
https://gotquestions.org/Trinity-Bible.html  
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