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OUR COMMITMENT 

 

COMMANDMENT – BE BAPTISED IN WATER AND SPIRIT 

 

Many people view baptism as a church formality with very little personal 
significance. Others view baptism as a denominational ordinance that is a 
culminating step of church membership. Still others look upon baptism as a rite of 
passage into adult religious privileges and responsibilities. Vast numbers remember 
nothing about their baptism for it was a ceremony performed for them when they 
were merely an irresponsible baby in their mother’s arms. 
The Bible views baptism in far different terms. It is a deeply meaningful act, 
voluntarily chosen by a repentant believer, that carries with it many serious 
implications and sober commitments. When a person comes to Christ, he places his 
faith in the crucified and risen Savior and Lord, Jesus Christ (John 3:14-18, 36; 
Romans 3:24-25). He repents of all of his sins and turns away from all that 
displeases God (Acts 2:38; 3:19, 26). When he is baptized in this context, what 
does this really mean to his life? What commitments are found in this step of faith? 
Let us discuss some of them. 
 
(1) The Commitment to die to sin. 
 
When a person responds to Jesus in faith, a deep spiritual work occurs in his life. 
His heart, soul and mind are very much involved in his baptism. Thus, baptism is 
not merely an outer physical act, but especially a spiritual event. Paul asks, “Do 
you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been 
baptized into His death? Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism 
into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the 
Father, so we too might walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:3-4). When one is 
baptized into Christ’s death and his own death, what happens in is own inner 
being? Paul answers: “Knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in 
order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be 
slaves to sin; for he who has died is freed from sin” (vv. 6-7). The apostle says that 
our “old self” (the person we were before coming to Christ) is crucified with Jesus 
and “our body of sin” is done away with! 
 
If you have been truly baptized into Christ, this is what happened to you! The 
person you used to be has died! Your old self was crucified! You “died to sin” 
(Romans 6:2) and “died with Christ” (Colossians 2:20). What does this mean? It 
means that you must no longer sin. Sin was your former “master” but now God is 
your “Master” (Romans 6:12-13, 16-22). Paul explains, “Those who belong to Christ 
Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires” (Galatians 5:24). He 
further says, “May it never be that I would boast, except in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the 
world” (6:14). In summary, the person you used to be has been crucified and you 
are now dead! Your have also crucified your sinful flesh and are crucified to the 
world. You must never go back and live for sin, for the flesh, for lustful desires, or 
for the world any more! Baptism means that you must renounce your former lying, 
cheating, profanity, laziness, sexual immorality, anger, greed, materialism, and 
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every other sinful attitude and act. Baptism means that you are dead to all of 
these elements of your past sinful life. 
 
(2) The Commitment to live for God and His will. 
 
Not only does baptism mean that you died to sin and the world, but you also are 
now spiritually alive in Christ Jesus! When we arise from baptism, we are to “walk 
in newness of life” (Romans 6:4). Paul says, “Consider yourselves to be dead to sin, 
but alive to God in Christ Jesus” (v. 11). Read all of Paul’s explanation in Romans 
6:1-23. When we are baptized into Christ, we henceforth “serve in newness of the 
Spirit” and are “joined” to Christ to “bear fruit for God” (Romans 7:6, 4). We are 
“raised up” with Christ from the burial of baptism (Colossians 2:12), so that God 
“made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions” (v. 
13). In baptism we commit ourselves to live a new life in the power of the Holy 
Spirit! We are committed to living a holy, pure, devoted, earnest, and whole-
hearted life of service and sacrifice for the Savior who bought us for God and His 
glory! We are new creatures in Christ Jesus (2 Corinthians 5:17)—new people who 
eagerly read God’s word, pray to the Father, sing spiritual songs, walk in honesty, 
and live with new and holy aspirations! 
 
(3) The Commitment to live a repentant life. 
 
When the people on the day of Pentecost wanted to know how to be forgiven of 
their sins, Peter replied, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). When people are baptized, they give evidence that they 
are repenting of their former life of sin. Repentance means “to have a change of 
mind and heart” that issues in a change of life. This is why John’s baptism was 
called “a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins” (Mark 1:4). Not only 
does one repent of past sins, but he commits himself to future repentance as well. 
Thus, John said, “I baptize you with water for repentance” (Matthew 3:11). We 
must live a life of repentance, continually turning from sin as we discover it in our 
life, and continually turning to God our source of life, guidance, and meaning. 
 
(4) The Commitment to obey Jesus our Lord in all He taught. 
 
When Jesus departed from His apostles, He commanded them: “Go therefore and 
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and 
lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:19-20). When a 
person is baptized into the Father, the Son, and the Spirit, he commits himself to 
“obey everything” that Jesus has commanded us to keep (NIV). We commit 
ourselves to be a disciple who obeys the Lord in all that He and His apostles 
taught. Do we consciously seek to obey the Lord in everything or are we careless in 
our submission to our Savior? Regretfully, most people who profess to be Christians 
fail to take seriously the requirement of absolute obedience to Jesus as Lord. Jesus 
asked the penetrating question, “Why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do 
what I say?” (Luke 6:46). We must express our love for the Lord and faith in Him by 
obeying Him without compromise, without apology, and without excuse (John 
14:15, 21-24; 1 John 5:2-3; James 2:14-26). 
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(5) The Commitment to live in community with genuine baptized believers. 
 
How did the people on Pentecost respond to Peter’s command mentioned above? 
The record says, “So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and 
that day there were added about three thousand souls” (Acts 2:41). When people 
repented and were baptized for the forgiveness of their sins, they were “added” to 
the body of people who believed in Jesus and were walking as Jesus commanded. 
The very next verse informs us: “They were continually devoting themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer” (v. 
42). We further read, “All those who had believed were together and had all things 
in common” (v. 44). These repentant baptized believers shared with each other (v. 
45), worshiped with each other (v. 46), ate with each other (v. 46), rejoiced in the 
Lord together (vv. 46-47), and lives in continual fellowship (v. 42; 4:32). Paul 
explains that our baptism in the name of Christ means that we are to be “made 
complete in the same mind and in the same judgment” with all others who have 
been baptized into Christ and are living holy lives in Him (cf. 1 Corinthians 1:10-13; 
12:12-14; Galatians 3:26-29). It is true that in this age of religious confusion and 
apostasy even among professing followers of Jesus, we may not find the fellowship 
we desire in our area, but this should always be our prayer and desire—to live in 
close and loving relationship and fellowship with others who have been truly 
baptized into Christ Jesus. 
 
(6) The Commitment to be transformed inwardly. 
 
God not only forgives, redeems, reconciles, and justifies us when we come to 
Christ, but He works a deep spiritual work in our hearts to conform us to Jesus’ 
own character. This is why we are called “saints” or “holy ones.” This literally 
means we are “set apart” or “separated” for God and His will. Paul says that we 
“are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the 
Lord, the Spirit” (2 Corinthians 3:18). We are “renewed” in the spirit of our mind 
and put on the new self (Ephesians 4:23-24; Colossians 3:9-10) and are to walk like 
Jesus walked (1 John 2:6; 1 Peter 2:21; 1 Corinthians 11:1). Baptism is the very 
beginning of the work of God in our life to transform us inwardly into the character 
and likeness of our Lord Jesus Christ! When He returns in glory to take us to 
Himself, the transformation will be completed by His resurrection power and grace 
(1 John 3:1-3). 
http://truediscipleship.com/the-commitments-of-baptism-3/  

 

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO BE BAPTISED AND ARE YOU, IF YOU A CHRISTIAN 
WILLING TO OBEY AND BE BAPTISED? 
 
 
 

 

 

a) ‘Baptised’ is from the ‘outside’ ie from the ‘top’ down when one is 
‘immersed’, drenched in the Spirit (baptised ‘in’ or ‘with’ or ‘by’ or ‘of’); 
(see notes on ‘baptism’ below for a fuller treatment of this subject) 

http://truediscipleship.com/the-commitments-of-baptism-3/
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b)  ‘Baptised’ involves cleansing (‘fire’) (When one becomes a Christian, one is 
‘baptised’ with the Holy Spirit, when He cleanses you (with ‘fire’) of all 
your sins. (Matthew 3:1. In Mark 1:8 'fire' is not mentioned, nor is it in John 
1:33, but it is in Luke 3:16.  Despite that, because they are from the same 
speech John the Baptist gave, we can safely assume, the meaning is the 
same. See also (‘fire’ not mentioned but possibly implied in the following)  
Acts 1:5: 8:14-17 (hands laid on believers); 10:44; 11:15-16; 19:2-7 (were 
baptised in the name of Jesus, then had hands laid on them and the Holy 
Spirit came upon them – this time they spoke with tongues (worship) having, 
presumably already been ‘baptised’ – cleansing and then coming to live 
within them).). This is continued through ‘sanctification – that is ‘being 
made holy’ (Romans 15:16; Galatians 5:16, 24; 2 Thessalonians 2:13; 
Hebrews 10:14, 12:14; 1 Peter 1:2);  

c)  ‘Baptised’ often involves the twelve ‘worship’ gifts of the Spirit (the word 
‘manifested’ or ‘bestowed’ – which is external is used or implied on these 
occasions when the Holy Spirit shows up): 1 Corinthians 12.8 (word of 
knowledge and word of wisdom); 1 Corinthians 12.9 (faith and healings); 1 
Corinthians 12:10 (prophecy and miraculous works; different kinds of 
spiritual languages and interpretation; discerning of spirits); 1 Corinthians 
12:28 (supporting those in leadership and navigations);  and 1 Peter 4:11 
(speaking God’s words) – all the teaching on these gifts is usually in the 
context of worship or within the church community;  

d)  ‘Baptised’ also means being drawn together in unity as a body (1 
Corinthians 12:12-14; Ephesians 4:4-5). 

e) ‘Filled’ is from the ‘bottom’ up when one is ‘overwhelmed’ with the Spirit, 
(from the temple where the Holy Spirit lives constantly in you since you 
confessed Jesus as Saviour and Lord – see Romans 8:9; 1 Corinthians 3:16; 1 
Corinthians 6:19 but we also need to not ‘grieve’ Him (Ephesians 4:30), nor 
‘quench’ Him (1 Thessalonians 5:19) or ‘lie’ to Him (Acts 5:3) and finally do 
not ‘resist Him (Acts 7:51)); 

f)  ‘Filled’ often involves the other eight gifts: Romans 12:7 (service and 
instructing others); Romans 12:8 (facilitation or advocacy and exhortation 
and mercy and generosity); 1 Corinthians 13:3 (voluntary poverty) 1 
Corinthians 12:10 (languages of the world). See also Acts 4:8, 31 (Peter 
teaches); Acts 6:3, 5 (service) – all the teaching is usually found in the 
context of situations outside the community ; 

g)  ‘Filled’ involves empowering (when a person is so ‘taken over’ by the Holy 
Spirit – for specific purposes, like social justice, evangelism, apologetics, 
unity, preaching or personal and corporate worship (Acts 13:9-10; 13:52; ); 

h)  ‘Filled’ means being sent out to do ‘good’ (Acts 4:8; 4:31; 6:5; 7:55; 8:14-
17 (hands laid on believer on this occasion)). 

i) One is told to ask for both to happen on a regular basis.   (Ephesians 5:18 – 
also Compare Acts 2:4 with Acts 4:31.)  

Further notes 
 
‘Laying on of hands’ is a symbolic recognition by one or more people of one of 
more other people, conferring on them something.  It is either recognising that 
they are part of the community and have a role to play within it. Or it is simply a 
‘transferring’ of the ‘power of God’ onto the receiving person eg when healing is 



 

5 
 

required or the person needs a deepening of their faith.  Please note that it is not 
the only way the Holy Spirit comes upon a person. 

 
 
 


