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THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 
AN OVERVIEW 

 
Matthew 3.11; Mark 1.8; Luke 3.16; John 1.33; Acts 11.16 - Jesus will baptise you 

in the Holy Spirit 
See also Acts 19.2-6 

 
Matthew 28.19 baptise in the name of the Holy Spirit (and in the name of the 

Father, and in the name of Jesus Christ) 
 

Luke 2.25 The Holy Spirit was upon Simeon 
 

Luke 2.26; Acts 13.2 The Holy Spirit spoke to people 
 

Luke 3.22 The Holy Spirit came down onto Jesus as a dove 
 

Luke 4.1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit 
 

Luke 11.13 God gives the Holy Spirit to those that ask 
 

John 20.22 Jesus breathed in and said receive the Holy Spirit  
 

John 7.39, 14.26 Those that believed will receive the Holy Spirit, but not until 
Jesus was glorified 

 
Acts 1.2 Jesus spoke to His chosen apostles through the Holy Spirit 

 
Acts 1.5 The apostles will be baptised in the Holy Spirit (on the day of Pentecost) 

 
Acts 1.8 The apostles will receive the Holy Spirit’s power upon them (on the day of 

Pentecost) 
 
Acts 2.2-4 The Holy Spirit came upon the house as a violent wind with tongues as 
of fire sitting on each of the group who were then filled with the Holy Spirit and 

spoke many languages 
 

Acts 2.33 God promised to send the Holy Spirit who was poured out in such a way 
that we can see and hear 

 
Acts 2:38; 19.2 Receive the gift of the Holy Spirit 

 
Acts 5.31 God gave the Holy Spirit to the ones obeying Him 

 
Acts 4.8, 31; 6.3, 5; 7.55; 9.17; 11.24; 13.9, 52 Filled with the Holy Spirit 

 
Acts 5.3 Deceiving the Holy Spirit 

 
Romans 8.9, 11; 1 Corinthians 3.16; 2 Timothy 1.14 The Holy Spirit dwells in you 
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Acts 8.15, 17-19; 9.17; 19.2, 6 prayed and laid hands on people to receive the Holy 

Spirit 
 

Acts 9.31 The comfort of the Holy Spirit 
 

Acts 10.38 God anointed Jesus with the Holy Spirit 
 

Acts 10.44, 45, 47; 11.15 God poured the gift of the Holy Spirit on those listening 
to the Word being preached 

 
Acts 13.4 Sent by the Holy Spirit 

 
Ephesians 1.13 Once believing, sealed with the Holy Spirit 

 
Ephesians 4.30 Do not grieve the Spirit by whom you were sealed for a day of 

redemption - see also Matthew 12.32; Mark 3.29; Luke 12.10 
 

Acts 7.51 The Holy Spirit opposes 
 

Acts 15.28 It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and us 
 

Acts 16.6 Prevented by the Holy Spirit from speaking in Asia 
 

Mark 13.11; Acts 21.11; 28.25 The Holy Spirit speaks through you 
 

Luke 12.12; I Corinthians 2.13 The Holy Spirit will teach you what to say 
 

Acts 15.8; 1 Thessalonians 4.8 God gave us the Holy Spirit 
 

Acts 20.23 The Holy Spirit speaks to me about future sufferings 
 

Acts 20.28 The Holy Spirit placed overseers 
 

Romans 5.5 The love of God poured on us through the Holy Spirit 
 

Romans 9.1 The Holy Spirit agrees with me 
 

Romans 14.17 The Kingdom of God is righteousness and peace in the Holy Spirit 
 

Romans 15.13 through the power of the Holy Spirit 
 

Romans 15.16 sanctified by the Holy Spirit for ministry 
 

1 Corinthians 2.4 demonstration of the Holy Spirit and power 
 

1 Corinthians 6.19 Your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit 
 

1 Corinthians 12.3 No-one can say Lord Jesus except by the Holy Spirit 
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2 Corinthians 13.13 The fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
 

1 Thessalonians 1.5 Our Gospel came to you in word, the Holy Spirit and power 
 

I Thessalonians 1.6 welcoming …the joy of the Holy Spirit 
 

Titus 3.5 He saved us through the washing of regeneration and renewal by the Holy 
Spirit 

 
Hebrews 2.3,4 Jesus talked of salvation, it was confirmed through signs and 

wonders, and powerful deeds by the Holy Spirit according to His will 
 

Hebrews 3.7 Do not harden your heart towards the Holy Spirit when He speaks to 
you 

 
Hebrews 6.4-6 It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who 

have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, who have tasted 
the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age and who have 
fallen away, to be brought back to repentance. To their loss they are crucifying 

the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace.  
 

Hebrews 9.8 Holy Spirit and holiest of all (in the Temple) 
 

Hebrews 10.15 The Holy Spirit and the New Covenant 
 

1 Peter 1.12 Evangelised (Gospelized) in the Holy Spirit 
 

2 Peter 1.12 God speaks prophecy through the Holy Spirit 
 

Jude 20 Praying in the Holy Spirit 
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COMMANDMENT – BE FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 

EPHESIANS 5:18  
‘And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; 19 
Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody in your heart to the Lord.’ 
 
Definition of the Filling of the Spirit  
 
Christians are distinguished from non-Christians as those who have been born 
again, who have received eternal life, who are baptized into the body of Christ, 
who are indwelt by the Holy Spirit, and who are sealed by the Holy Spirit. These 
works of the Spirit are evident in any true Christian.  
 
It is obvious, however, that all Christians do not have the same degree of 
spirituality, or wisdom, or yieldedness to the Lord. Accordingly, the Scriptures 
speak of those who are spiritual and those who are fleshly, living in the power and 
direction of the sin nature. The Corinthians who were addressed in 1 Corinthians 
1:2 as “those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be holy, together with all 
those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ—their Lord and 
ours” are nevertheless classified as either spiritual or worldly. First Corinthians 3:1 
states, “Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly—mere infants 
in Christ.” How can one define the difference between a Christian who is spiritual 
and one who is not?  
 
The difference is related to the work of the Holy Spirit in a person’s heart. Every 
Christian is indwelt by the Spirit, but every Christian does not heed the direction 
and instruction of the Holy Spirit. Accordingly, those who listen to the world rather 
than to the Holy Spirit are worldly, or fleshly, and those who are guided by the 
Holy Spirit can be spiritually minded and enjoy the things of God. Those who are 
spiritual “live by the Spirit” (Gal. 5:16), that is, they walk, or live their life, in the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  
 
Christians who have been saved for a long period of time often achieve spiritual 
maturity when they have grown in grace and in the knowledge of the Lord (2 Peter 
3:18). Spiritual growth toward maturity is revealed in Ephesians 4:11-16:  
 
It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be 
evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people for 
works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity 
in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining 
to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we will no longer be infants, 
tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of 
teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. 
Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is 
the Head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by 
every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its 
work.  
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Spiritual maturity, however, is not measured by the length of time that one is a 
Christian, but rather by the extent a Christian grows in the knowledge and 
fellowship of the Lord. It is possible even for a new Christian to be filled with the 
Spirit, as illustrated a number of times in Scripture.  
 
In the Old Testament the filling of the Spirit was rare and was usually related to 
the ability to serve in some particular area. Sinning against God was defined in the 
Old Testament as grieving the Spirit (Isa. 63:10-11; cf. Eph. 4:30). Undoubtedly, 
the Spirit of God was behind the work of the inspiration of the Old Testament, and 
those who wrote Scripture were guided infallibly in what they wrote. The Spirit of 
God in the Old Testament gave men wisdom (Gen. 41:38-40; Num. 27:18; Judg. 
3:10; 6:34; 11:29; 1 Sam. 10:10; 16:13). The Holy Spirit also gave men special skills 
in the Old Testament, such as the tailors for the priestly garments (Ex. 28:3) and 
the workmen who built the tabernacle (Ex. 31:3; cf. 35:30-35). In the case of 
Samson, the Holy Spirit’s filling gave him superhuman strength (Judg. 13:25; 14:6, 
19; 15:14). It is probable that the Holy Spirit was involved in the miracles of the 
Old Testament, though they are not attributed to the Holy Spirit specifically.  
 
In the New Testament the filling of the Spirit takes on more of a work of God on 
behalf of the spirituality of the individual Christian. In the Old Testament the 
filling of the Spirit seems to be sovereignly given, while in the New Testament the 
Holy Spirit was given to those who were spiritually yielded to God. The filling of 
the Holy Spirit is frequently attached to some utterance in which the Spirit of God 
used individuals to express the truth of God. Elizabeth, the mother of John the 
Baptist, was said to have been filled with the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:41). Zechariah 
also was filled with the Spirit at the time of John’s birth (Luke 1:67).  
 
Most of the references concerning the filling of the Spirit occur in the New 
Testament. In Acts 2:2-4 those assembled were filled with the Spirit. When Peter 
was called before the Sanhedrin concerning his testimony for Christ, Scripture 
states that he was filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 4:8). The group of Christians 
who met together for prayer following this incident were filled with the Spirit 
(Acts 4:31). In Acts 9:17 shortly after his conversion, Paul was said to be filled with 
the Spirit. Paul again was filled with the Spirit according to Acts 13:9. From these 
many instances it is obvious that a person is filled with the Spirit when he is under 
the control and is empowered by the Holy Spirit. In the Old Testament this was 
sovereignly given and was not available for everyone.  
 
In the New Testament Christians are challenged and commanded to be filled with 
the Spirit, as it states in Ephesians 5:18, “Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to 
debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.” The illustration of a person whose 
whole body has been affected by wine is used to describe how the Spirit of God, 
who indwells every believer, can extend His ministry and His power to all aspects 
of an individual Christian’s life. The filling of the Spirit is not getting more of the 
Spirit, but it is a question of the Holy Spirit empowering and getting control. In 
contrast to the permanence of the new birth and the indwelling Holy Spirit, the 
filling of the Spirit is a repeated experience. That is why Ephesians 5:18 translated 
literally is “keep being filled.” Peter, who was filled on the day of Pentecost, was 
said to be filled again in Acts 4:8. The martyr Stephen was filled with the Spirit 



 

6 
 

before he was killed (Acts 7:55). Paul and Barnabas were filled with the Spirit a 
number of times (Acts 9:17; 11:24; 13:8-52).  
 
Conditions for Being Filled with the Spirit  
 
Though all Christians are equally saved, not all Christians are equally filled with 
the Spirit. The epistles of Paul contain exhortations to us to meet the conditions of 
the filling of the Holy Spirit. In 1 Thessalonians 5:19 the command is given, “Do not 
put out the Spirit’s fire.” Speaking of the Holy Spirit as a fire within us, Christians 
are exhorted not to quench Him or suffocate Him. In the King James Version it is 
translated “quench not the Spirit.”  
 
When we are saved we recognize that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that God 
is saving us. However, the full implications of putting our faith in God usually come 
later when we face the issue of whether Christ is really the Lord of our life. As 
Christ expressed it in the Sermon on the Mount, “No one can serve two masters. 
Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one 
and despise the other” (Matt. 6:24). This is true as Christ stated, “You cannot 
serve both God and Money” (Matt. 6:24). Accordingly, a number of times Christians 
are exhorted in the Scriptures to yield themselves wholly to God. In Romans 6:13 
the exhortation is given, “Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments 
of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought 
from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of 
righteousness.” The concept is that of offering our bodies as a living sacrifice in 
contrast to offering a sacrifice of something dead. The two options before 
Christians are whether we should serve God or whether we should serve 
wickedness. The verb translated “Do not offer the parts of your body to sin” (Rom. 
6:13) is in the present tense. In other words, we should not keep on doing this as 
Christians, but, as he states, “rather offer yourselves to God.” Here the verb is in 
the aorist tense, which has the thought of doing it once and for all. Accordingly, 
the exhortation is to stop doing what we are doing wrong and to take a decisive 
step in allowing our members to be used for righteousness.  
 
A similar truth is stated in Romans 12:1-2. There Paul writes, “I urge you, brothers, 
in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing 
to God—this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the 
pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you 
will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect 
will.” In this passage, as in Romans 6:13, the thought is to present ourselves to 
God once and for all as a specific act. Presenting or offering ourselves to God takes 
the form of a living sacrifice. Because we are saved, we have been prepared to do 
this because God has declared that such a sacrifice is “holy and pleasing to God.”  
 
Having taken this step, Christians are to continue in their spiritual lives by being 
transformed in their minds, enabling them to detect what God’s will is for their 
lives. The secret of determining God’s will for our lives is to yield to God wholly 
first, and then God is free to reveal what He wants us to do.  Therefore, we should 
not put out the Spirit’s fire or quench the Spirit, but we must present our bodies as 
a living sacrifice to the Lord. This is viewed as a once-for-all act of committing 
one’s self to the Lord.  
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A second command, however, is given in Ephesians 4:30. There Christians are 
commanded, “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for 
the day of redemption.”  
 
Unfortunately, in human experience it is difficult to be holy and to continue at all 
times in situations entirely surrendered to the Lord. When sin enters the life of a 
Christian, the Holy Spirit is hindered in His ministry and He is “grieved.”  
 
The remedy for this situation is confession as stated in 1 John 1:9, “If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness.” Because a Christian has already been saved, justified, and 
promised fellowship with Christ in eternity, when sin enters his experience, 
confession is the secret of cleansing from this sin. Unfortunately, few Christians 
have faced these important doctrinal distinctives; they have not fully yielded 
themselves to God and have not fully confessed their sins to the Lord. In forgiving 
a Christian, God is not simply acting mercifully, He is acting justly because Christ 
has paid the price for our sins and has made it possible for God to restore those to 
fellowship who have fallen short.  
 
Scriptures warn, however, that if a Christian continues in sin and continues to 
grieve the Holy Spirit he can experience God’s chastening judgment. This is 
introduced in connection with the Lord’s Supper in 1 Corinthians 11:31-32 : “If we 
judged ourselves, we would not come under judgment. When we are judged by the 
Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will not be condemned with the world.” 
In the previous context (1 Cor. 11:27-30), Paul reveals that if one continues to sin 
against God, it can result in physical illness or even death. It is, therefore, a 
dangerous thing for a Christian to live outside the will of God. God is gracious, 
however, and in many cases does not immediately deal with the matter. But 
eventually the Christian has to face his departure from God and adjust his 
relationship to the Lord.  
 
Another passage dealing with this is Hebrews 12:5-6, “You have forgotten that 
word of encouragement that addresses you as sons: ‘My son, do not make light of 
the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, because the Lord 
disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son.’ “ As 
Hebrews makes clear, God may discipline a Christian who has wandered from the 
path of righteousness. Christians are assured that if they do not confess their sin, 
God will move in and discipline them for their shortcomings. Through this entire 
process, however, it is clear that the Christian remains saved because he is saved 
by grace and not by works; but he will not enjoy his salvation to the full if he is not 
yielded to God’s Spirit, and he will lose fruit in eternity.  
 
Living by the Spirit  
 
In contrasting a life with God in the power of the Spirit to a life of sin, the apostle 
Paul establishes a simple principle when he says, “Live by the Spirit, and you will 
not gratify the desires of the sinful nature” (Gal. 5:16). Literally translated, he 
says “walk by the Spirit.” The Christian’s life is like a walk where each step is a 
step of faith and each step that is taken needs to be sustained by strong limbs. 
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Likewise, a Christian who is living by faith is walking a step at a time. In his own 
strength a believer cannot lead a Christian life; he needs the sustaining power of 
the Holy Spirit each step he takes. A Christian is warned against fulfilling the 
desires of the sinful nature, and the acts of the sinful nature are itemized in 
Galatians 5:19-21. Accordingly, the spiritual life and the life of being filled with 
the Spirit involve not resisting or quenching the Holy Spirit, not grieving the Holy 
Spirit by unconfessed sin, but walking by faith in the Holy Spirit. Because of the 
high standard of a Christian’s spiritual life as revealed in the New Testament, 
walking by the Spirit is the secret of a spiritual life that bears testimony to the 
reality and power of God and is effective for Him.  
 
A Christian has to face evil on various fronts. The world and the world system 
constantly are attempting to choke the Christian and to divert him to things that 
have no eternal value. Worldliness will choke the Word and make it unfruitful 
(Matt. 13:22). Instead, the Christian should view sin through the cross of Christ, as 
Paul did, which kept him from temptations of the world (Gal. 6:14). A Christian 
also faces the power of Satan, and many times in the New Testament the truth of 
Satan’s antagonism and temptations are mentioned. As Paul states in Ephesians 
6:12, “Our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 
the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual 
forces of evil in the heavenly realms.”  
 
Behind the scene and not seen by the natural eye is the continued work of Satan 
seeking to destroy the Christian. In 1 Peter 5:8-9 Christians are exhorted, “Be self-
controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking 
for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know 
that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of 
sufferings.” In the spiritual struggle, all Christians face a world system that is 
contrary to the things of God, the power of Satan to tempt us to sin, and a sin 
nature that wants to lead us back to the old life. The Holy Spirit and His power is 
the secret of victory as the Christian yields to Him and allows the Holy Spirit to 
lead and direct.  
 
The Effect of Being Filled with the Holy Spirit  
 
In the New Testament, it is clear that the entire work of God on behalf of the 
believer is related to the question of whether he is filled with the Spirit. A number 
of important results come when a person is filled with the Spirit.  
 
Progressive Sanctification (being made holy).  
 
When a person is saved, he is set apart as holy to God, and this justifies the use of 
the word “saint” which means “set apart for holy use.” Even in the case of sinning 
Christians, they are regarded as saints in Scripture. It is God’s purpose, however, 
that what is true of every Christian in regard to his position as a saint be made 
effective in his spiritual state so that progressively he is sanctified and becomes 
more and more like God. The night before His crucifixion Jesus prayed, “Sanctify 
them by the truth; your word is truth” (John 17:17). The important experience of 
becoming a Spirit-filled Christian results in the progressive sanctification of a 
believer in Christ. The result will be that he will manifest the fruit of the Spirit as 
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stated in Galatians 5:22-23, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against 
such things there is no law.” The filling of the Spirit produces this character-
transforming fruit which should be true of every Christian. This fruit is made 
possible by the filling of the Spirit and the believer’s living union with Christ (cf. 
John 15:5; 1 Cor. 12:12-13).  
 
Empowering Spiritual Gifts.  
 
The effect of being filled with the Spirit not only transforms a Christian’s character 
but also empowers his spiritual gifts. One of these is the gift of teaching. Christ 
predicted that His disciples would teach the truth (John 16:12-15), using the Word 
of God as inspired by the Holy Spirit. As the Spirit of God serves as a teacher to the 
one who wants to teach, He will guide him into all truth. This is made clear in John 
16:12-13, “ I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. But 
when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not 
speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet 
to come.”  
 
Guidance of the Spirit. Another important result of being filled with the Spirit is 
that the Christian can experience the guidance of God. The matter of guidance 
comes in where the Word of God is not specific. Christians need guidance in 
specific decisions that relate to their life and service. As mentioned earlier in 
Romans 12:1-2, once one is a living sacrifice, he then can be guided into what is 
God’s perfect will. An illustration of this is the servant of Abraham seeking a wife 
for Isaac in Genesis 24:27, which states, “Praise be to the Lord, the God of my 
master Abraham, who has not abandoned his kindness and faithfulness to my 
master. As for me, the Lord has led me on the journey to the house of my master’s 
relatives.” This illustration indicates that the servant did what he could with 
information that was in his possession, namely, he went to the family where 
Rebekah lived, but he needed specific guidance concerning the selection of Isaac’s 
future wife. Christians who are walking with the Lord experience guidance in their 
decisions, and this is one of the evidences that their relationship to God is real. 
Romans 8:14 states, “Those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.”  
 
Assurance of Salvation.  
 
Another important aspect in Christian experience is the doctrine of assurance, that 
is, the Spirit of God’s working in the life of a yielded Christian can bear witness to 
the fact that he is actually a child of God. Romans 8:16 says, “The Spirit himself 
testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.” It is God’s intent to assure 
those who have put their trust in Christ that they are saved and that they can 
expect God’s salvation to carry them through into eternity. The truth of assurance 
of salvation is also mentioned in Galatians 4:6, 1 John 3:24, and in 1 John 4:13.  
 
Worship.  
 
The act of worship is also a work of the Spirit in the life of a yielded believer. 
Following the command to be filled with the Spirit, Paul mentions that the Spirit-
filled believer should exercise worship of God, “Speak to one another with psalms, 
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hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, always 
giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Eph. 5:19-20).  
 
Intercession of the Holy Spirit.  
 
Christians also need help in their prayer lives because often we do not know what 
we should pray for. In this respect, the Holy Spirit intercedes for us: “In the same 
way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray 
for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express” 
(Rom. 8:26). A major area of ministry of the Holy Spirit is to enable a Christian to 
serve the Lord. Though believers may have some natural gifts, to be used of God in 
spiritual service it is necessary for His servants to be guided and empowered by the 
Holy Spirit. Christ anticipated this when He predicted that “streams of living water 
will flow from within [the Spirit-filled believer]” (John 7:38). It is not too much to 
say that the Holy Spirit of God is the key to effective Christian life and service, and 
apart from His ministry to us, the Christian life is fruitless and empty.  
Article contributed by www.walvoord.com  

 
THE PERSONHOOD AND DEITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 

First things first. The Holy Spirit is a member of the Trinity and as such is a person. 
The Spirit has attributes that only a person could have. He has intelligence (1 Cor 
2:10-13), feelings (Eph 4:30), and a will (1 Cor 12:11; Acts 16:6-12). He prays (Rom 
8:26). He does miracles (Acts 8:39). He can be lied to (Acts 5:3). He can be 
insulted (Heb 10:29). He teaches and directs (John 14:26; Acts 8:29; Rom 8:14). 
Let’s look at two of these examples. In 1 Cor 12:11 Paul describes the Holy’s 
Spirit’s role in distributing spiritual gifts: “It is one and the same Spirit, 
distributing as he decides to each person, who produces all these things” (1 Cor 
12:11). Here the Holy Spirit is seen “deciding” what gifts to gift to each person. In 
other words, the Holy Spirit has a will, which is one characteristic of a person. In 
Acts 5:3 the Holy Spirit is directly equated with God. Here in the early formation 
of the church Peter is rebuking two individuals who state that they had given more 
than they actually had: “But Peter said, ‘Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart 
to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back for yourself part of the proceeds from the 
sale of the land? Before it was sold, did it not belong to you? And when it was sold, 
was the money not at your disposal? How have you thought up this deed in your 
heart? You have not lied to people but to God!’” (Acts 5:3-4). Notice two aspects 
about these verses. The first is that the Holy Spirit is lied to. This means that the 
Holy Spirit is personal. You cannot lie to a table or to electricity because it is not a 
person. The second aspect is that lying to the Holy Spirit is equated with lying to 
God. This means that the Holy Spirit is God. 
 
The Holy Spirit in the Old Testament: Creation, Revelation and Filling 
 
In the very first verses of the Bible the Holy Spirit is seen as involved in the 
creation of the universe. There we read: “In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth. Now the earth was without shape and empty, and darkness 
was over the surface of the watery deep, but the Spirit of God was moving over 
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the surface of the water” (Gen 1:1-2). In another place Elihu says to Job: The 
Spirit of God has made me, and the breath of the Almighty gives me life (Job 33:4 
cf. Gen 2:7). In fact the Hebrew word for “spirit” (ruach) can also be translated as 
breath or wind. The same is true in Greek (pneuma) in the Greek Old Testament 
and Greek New Testament. The significance of this is that breath is what gives life 
to a body. 
 
In regard to the revelation of God’s word the Holy Spirit also has a role. In citing 
Psalm 2 Peter and John state “Master, who said by the Holy Spirit through your 
servant David our forefather, ‘Why do the nations rage, and the peoples plot 
foolish things” (Acts 4:25). Here the Psalm is said to be by the Holy Spirit though 
David. The human author David is described as the intermediate source of the 
message while the Holy Spirit is the source that channeled it to him. In citing 
Psalm 95, similarly the author of Hebrews states, “Therefore, as the Holy Spirit 
says, “Oh, that today you would listen as he speaks! (Heb 3:7). In this passage even 
though the Psalmist writes the message the Holy Spirit “says” it. 
 
In the Old Testament the Holy Spirit filled individuals for various kinds of service 
and in some cases this filling is explicitly seen as temporary. A good example of 
the temporary nature of the filling of the Spirit in the Old Testament occurred in 
the life of Israel’s first king, Saul. The record of it starts in the book of First 
Samuel: “Then the spirit of God rushed upon Saul and he prophesied among them” 
(1 Sam10:9). But later after Saul’s disobedience to God, the Spirit of God departed 
from him: “Now the Spirit of the Lord had turned away from [departed] Saul, and 
an evil spirit from the Lord tormented him” (1 Sam 16:14). Apparently, the next 
King of Israel, David, learned from Saul’s example. After David’s sin of adultery 
(and murder) with Bathsheba he recorded a prayer found in Psalm 51, “Do not 
reject me! Do not take your Holy Spirit away from me” (Ps 51:11). David did not 
want what happened to Saul happen to him. However, a temporary filling of the 
Spirit seen in the Old Testament era should not be confused with the baptism of 
the Spirit in the church age (Acts 2). This baptism is a permanent act of the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit in the life of a believer. So Christians can be assured 
that the Holy Spirit will not be taken from them (cf. Eph 1:13-14). 

 
THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN REGARD TO MAN’S SALVATION  
 

The Bible also describes the Holy Spirit as very active in man’s salvation. In fact, 
the Spirit is indispensable for anyone to be saved. His work can be divided into 
three general categories of activity: his pre-conversion work, conversion work and 
post-conversion work. 
 
The Pre-Conversion Work of the Holy Spirit 
 
Prior to anyone placing his or her faith in Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit is involved in 
setting the conditions that allow for someone’s faith response to the gospel. One 
of these roles is the convicting of sin and truth. John states, “And He (The Helper 
= Holy Spirit), when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and 
righteousness and judgment; concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me; 
and concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father and you no longer see 
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Me; and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged” 
(John 16:8-10; NASB). One could supplement this idea with the concept that the 
Holy Spirit speaks to individuals though the preaching of the gospel. Paul writes to 
the Thessalonians “our gospel did not come to you merely in words, but in power 
and in the Holy Spirit” (1 Thess 1:5).3 
 
The Conversion Work of the Holy Spirit 
 
Regeneration may be defined as “the impartation of new life” or “the washing of 
the new birth.” This washing and new life is accomplished by the Holy Spirit. The 
primary verse that supports this is from Paul’s letter to Titus. He states, “He [God] 
saved us not by works of righteousness that we have done but on the basis of his 
mercy, through the washing of the new birth and the renewing of the Holy Spirit” 
(Titus 3:5). While some theologians place regeneration prior to faith which results 
in conversion, it’s probably better to see regeneration as equated to conversion 
itself. In Acts Peter states, "Repent, and each one of you be baptized in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). Here, the gift of the Holy Spirit is conditioned upon 
repentance in relation to the gospel preaching of Peter. 
 
Upon conversion the believer in Jesus Christ is said to be baptized into the body of 
Christ by the Holy Spirit. This baptism is a one time event in which metaphorically 
speaking Christ becomes our head and we are joined with believers as fellow 
members of the body. Paul states, “For in [or by] one Spirit we were all baptized 
into one body. Whether Jews or Greeks or slaves or free, we were all made to 
drink of the one Spirit” (1 Cor 12:13). This baptism forms our union with Christ and 
with fellow believers. Related to the baptism of the Spirit is the indwelling of the 
Spirit. Upon and after conversion, the Holy Spirit indwells the life of the believer. 
Paul reminds the Corinthian church, “Do you not know that you are God’s temple 
and that God’s Spirit lives in you?” (1 Cor 3:16). In the book of Romans Paul adds, 
“You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God 
lives in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, this person does not 
belong to him” (Rom 8:9). One could say that the indwelling Spirit is the definition 
of a Christian. 
 
Believers, who are indwelt with the Holy Spirit, are also sealed with the Holy 
Spirit. Paul writes, “And when you heard the word of truth (the gospel of your 
salvation) – when you believed in Christ – you were marked with the seal of the 
promised Holy Spirit, who is the down payment of our inheritance, until the 
redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of his glory” (Eph 1:13-14). 
Sealing communicates God’s mark of permanent ownership on us. The Holy Spirit is 
also described in these verses as a pledge or down payment that insures that God 
will complete his salvific work in us. 
 
The Post-Conversion Work of the Holy Spirit 
 
What is the role of the Holy Spirit following conversion? The filling, empowering 
and guiding of the believer is included in this part of the Holy Spirit’s ministry. 
While the baptism of the Holy Spirit occurs once at conversion, the filling of the 
Spirit can happen multiple times after conversion and also is commanded. In Acts 
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after Paul’s conversion we read, “But Saul (also known as Paul), filled with the 
Holy Spirit, stared straight at him” (Acts 13:9). Here the filling of the Spirit is at 
the forefront propelling Paul’s ministry and happens well after his conversion 
recorded in Acts 9. To the church at Ephesus Paul writes, “And do not get drunk 
with wine, which is debauchery, but be filled by the Spirit” (Eph 5:18). Here the 
filling of the Spirit is given as a command to be followed. In this analogy the Spirit 
is compared negatively to wine. The point is don’t let wine control you but rather 
have the Holy Spirit do so. Closely related to being filled with the Spirit is being 
empowered with the Holy Spirit. Paul writes, “But I say, live by the Spirit and you 
will not carry out the desires of the flesh . . . But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control” (Gal 5:16, 22-23). It is by the power of the Holy Spirit that enables 
Christians to live lives obedient to God. Lastly, not only does the Holy Spirit fill 
and empower but he also leads or guides the believer in Jesus Christ. “For all who 
are led by the Spirit of God are the sons of God” (Rom 8:14). 

 
SYMBOLS AND NAMES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 

A final area of discussion is that of some instances where the Holy Spirit is referred 
to in the Bible with a symbol. Four prominent symbols that refer to the Holy Spirit 
are the dove, fire, wind and water. Each one communicates something different 
about the Holy Spirit. When looking at a symbol, one must be careful to make sure 
the context is identifying the symbol with the referent you are considering in this 
case the Holy Spirit. For example, even though the Holy Spirit is identified with a 
dove in Matt 3:16 it would be an interpretive mistake to see the Holy Spirit in 
every place a dove is referred to in the Bible. In Genesis 8:8 Noah sends out a dove 
to see if the flood waters had receded, but one should not interpret this as Noah 
sending out the Holy Spirit. 
 
Dove 
 
Probably the most recognizable symbol of the Holy Spirit is the dove that appeared 
at the baptism of Jesus. It is recorded in all four gospels (Matt 3:16; Mark 1:10; 
Luke 3:22; John 1:32). Matthew writes, “After Jesus was baptized, just as he was 
coming up out of the water, the heavens opened and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and coming on him” (Matt 3:16). The dove as a symbol of 
the Holy Spirit communicates beauty, gentleness, and peace. The dove also comes 
from above, perhaps suggesting coming from heaven.7 
 
Fire 
 
Another symbol of the Holy Spirit is fire. In the Bible, fire can communicate the 
Lord’s presence (Exod 3:2), purification (1 Pet 1:7) or judgment (Lev 10:2; Heb 
12:29) depending on the context. The most explicit passage that refers to the Holy 
Spirit as fire is in Acts 2. “Now when the day of Pentecost had come, . . tongues 
spreading out like a fire appeared to them and came to rest on each one of them. 
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:1-4). In a similar analogy, Paul 
commands the Thessalonians, “Do not quench the Spirit” (NASB; I Thess 5:19). 
Disobedience to the Spirit is like throwing water on a fire.               
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Wind 
 
The Greek word for Spirit (pneuma) can also be translated as breath or wind. 
Perhaps then it is not surprising that the Holy Spirit is seen and compared to as 
wind. Two verses in the New Testament communicate this.8 In Acts 2:4 Luke 
writes, “Suddenly a sound like a violent wind blowing came from heaven and filled 
the entire house where they were sitting.” And in John 3:8, John describes, “The 
wind blows wherever it will, and you hear the sound it makes, but do not know 
where it comes from and where it is going. So it is with everyone who is born of 
the Spirit." The image of wind communicates that the Holy Spirit is powerful, 
invisible, immaterial and sovereignly blows where he intends.9 
 
Water 
 
Lastly, water is also an image of the Holy Spirit. Jesus makes this explicit 
connection on one of the feast days of Israel. “On the last day of the feast, the 
greatest day, Jesus stood up and shouted out, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to 
me, and let the one who believes in me drink. Just as the scripture says, `From 
within him will flow rivers of living water.' (Now he said this about the Spirit, 
whom those who believed in him were going to receive, for the Spirit had not yet 
been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified)” (John 7:37-39). As physical fresh 
water is needed for physical life, the living water of the Holy Spirit is needed for 
spiritual life. 
https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-8-study-holy-spirit  
 
The Holy Spirit is known by many names and titles, most of which denote some 
function or aspect of His ministry. Below are some of the names and descriptions 
the Bible uses for the Holy Spirit:  
 
Author of Scripture: (2 Peter 1:21; 2 Timothy 3:16)  
 
The Bible is inspired, literally “God-breathed,” by the Holy Spirit, the third Person 
of the Trinity. The Spirit moved the authors of all 66 books to record exactly what 
He breathed into their hearts and minds. As a ship is moved through the water by 
wind in its sails, so the biblical writers were borne along by the Spirit’s impulse. 
 
Comforter / Counselor / Advocate: (Isaiah 11:2; John 14:16; 15:26; 16:7)  
 
All three words are translations of the Greek parakletos, from which we get 
“Paraclete,” another name for the Spirit. When Jesus went away, His disciples 
were greatly distressed because they had lost His comforting presence. But He 
promised to send the Spirit to comfort, console, and guide those who belong to 
Christ. The Spirit also “bears witness” with our spirits that we belong to Him and 
thereby assures us of salvation.  
 
Deposit / Seal / Earnest: (2 Corinthians 1:22; 5:5; Ephesians 1:13-14)  
 
The Holy Spirit is God’s seal on His people, His claim on us as His very own. The 
gift of the Spirit to believers is a down payment on our heavenly inheritance, 

https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-8-study-holy-spirit
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet%201.21
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Tim%203.16
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2011.2
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2014.16
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2015.26
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2016.7
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%201.22
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Corinthians%205.5
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%201.13
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which Christ has promised us and secured for us at the cross. It is because the 
Spirit has sealed us that we are assured of our salvation. No one can break the seal 
of God. 
 
Guide: (John 16:13)  
 
Just as the Spirit guided the writers of Scripture to record truth, so does He 
promise to guide believers to know and understand that truth. God’s truth is 
“foolishness” to the world, because it is “spiritually discerned” (1 Corinthians 
2:14). Those who belong to Christ have the indwelling Spirit who guides us into all 
we need to know in regard to spiritual matters. Those who do not belong to Christ 
have no “interpreter” to guide them to know and understand God’s Word. 
 
Indweller of Believers: (Romans 8:9-11; Ephesians 2:21-22; 1 Corinthians 6:19) 
 
The Holy Spirit resides in the hearts of God’s people, and that indwelling is the 
distinguishing characteristic of the regenerated person. From within believers, He 
directs, guides, comforts, and influences us, as well as producing in us the fruit of 
the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23). He provides the intimate connection between God 
and His children. All true believers in Christ have the Spirit residing in their hearts.  
 
Intercessor: (Romans 8:26)  
 
One of the most encouraging and comforting aspects of the Holy Spirit is His 
ministry of intercession on behalf of those He inhabits. Because we often don’t 
know what or how to pray when we approach God, the Spirit intercedes and prays 
for us. He intercedes for us “with wordless groans,” so that when we are oppressed 
and overwhelmed by trials and the cares of life, He comes alongside to lend 
assistance as He sustains us before the throne of grace.  
 
Revealer / Spirit of Truth: (John 14:17; 16:13; 1 Corinthians 2:12-16)  
 
Jesus promised that, after the resurrection, the Holy Spirit would come to “guide 
you into all truth.” Because of the Spirit in our hearts, we are able to understand 
truth, especially in spiritual matters, in a way that non-Christians cannot. In fact, 
the truth the Spirit reveals to us is “foolishness” to them, and they cannot 
understand it. But we have the mind of Christ in the Person of His Spirit within us. 
 
Spirit of God / the Lord / Christ: (Matthew 3:16; 2 Corinthians 3:17; 1 Peter 1:11)  
 
These names remind us that the Spirit of God is indeed part of the triune godhead 
and that He is just as much God as the Father and the Son. He is first revealed to 
us at the creation, when He was “hovering over the waters,” denoting His part in 
creation, along with that of Jesus who “made all things” (John 1:1-3). We see this 
same Trinity of God again at Jesus’ baptism, when the Spirit descends on Jesus and 
the voice of the Father is heard.  
 
Spirit of Life: (Romans 8:2)  
 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2016.13
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%202.14
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%202.14
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.9
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%202.21
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%206.19
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal%205.22
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.26
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2014.17
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2016.13
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%202.12
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%203.16
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%203.17
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%201.11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.1
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.2
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The phrase “Spirit of life” means the Holy Spirit is the one who produces or gives 
life, not that He initiates salvation, but rather that He imparts newness of life. 
When we receive eternal life through Christ, the Spirit provides the spiritual food 
that is the sustenance of the spiritual life. Here again, we see the triune God at 
work. We are saved by the Father through the work of the Son, and that salvation 
is sustained by the Holy Spirit. 
 
Teacher: (John 14:26; 1 Corinthians 2:13)  
 
Jesus promised that the Spirit would teach His disciples “all things” and bring to 
their remembrance the things He said while He was with them. The writers of the 
New Testament were moved by the Spirit to remember and understand the 
instructions Jesus gave for the building and organizing of the Church, the doctrines 
regarding Himself, the directives for holy living, and the revelation of things to 
come.  
 
Witness: (Romans 8:16; Hebrews 2:4; 10:15)  
 
The Spirit is called “witness” because He verifies and testifies to the fact that we 
are children of God, that Jesus and the disciples who performed miracles were 
sent by God, and that the books of the Bible are divinely inspired. Further, by 
giving the gifts of the Spirit to believers, He witnesses to us and the world that we 
belong to God. 
https://gotquestions.org/names-Holy-Spirit.html 
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