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AWESOME WORSHIP 

 

COMMANDMENT – YOU SHALL WORSHIP AND SERVE ONLY YAHWEH 

 

MATTHEW 4:10 
‘Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “‘You shall (1) worship 
(2) the Lord your God and Him only shall you serve (3).’”’ 
 
There are two commands here – one about who one should worship and secondly 
who one should serve exclusively. 
 
The Koine Greek word used here is ‘proskuneó’ which translated means ‘forward 
(pro) to kiss the ground (kuneo)’ in other words to be completely focussed towards 
someone, to be totally in awe of someone that nothing else matters.  This leads 
naturally onto the second command to serve God alone.  The Koine Greek word 
‘latreuó’ means more than just serve, it means to give our all aspects of our lives 
whereby God is at the centre of them.  This includes our families, our work, our 
leisure time, our worldview, our money, our possessions, our everything! So, there 
is no room for any other ‘god’ in our lives. 
 

(1) Here the emphasis is that we do not have any choice in 
whom we worship. God expects us to worship Him as an 
expression of reverence and thanksgiving to Him. But God 
also expects us to be obedient to Him. He wants not only 
for us to love Him; He wants us to act justly toward each 
other, to show love and compassion to others. In this way, 
we present ourselves to Him as a living sacrifice, holy and 
pleasing to Him. This glorifies God and is our “reasonable 
service” (Romans 12:1). When we worship with an obedient 
heart and an open and repentant spirit, God is glorified, 
Christians are purified, the church is edified, and the lost 
are evangelized. These are all the elements of true 
worship. 

 
(2) For many Christians today the word worship means, "to sing"; but the true 
meaning of the word as it is used in scripture means something very different. 
Since worship is an important function in the Church, we should study its Biblical 
meaning so that our understanding is what the Lord intended for it to be.  
 
Several Greek words are translated as "worship" in the Bible. However, the Greek 
word most often used for its translation (in the English versions) is προσκυνεω, 
Strong's #4352. Προσκυνεω is compounded from the preposition προς (Strong's 
#4314) meaning "to" or "towards", and κυνεω, meaning "to kiss." (Κυνεω itself is 
derived from the Greek word κυων (Strong's #2965), which means, "dog.") Κυνεω 
came to mean, "kiss" from a dog licking the hand. So the basic meaning of 
προσκυνεω is to "bow down to the ground before someone and the kissing of his 
feet, the hem of his garment, or the ground in front of him." In both the Old and 
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New Testaments, the meaning conveyed by this word represents both the outward 
physical expression and the internal attitude of reverent submission on the part of 
the worshipper.  
 
In the Septuagint – the Greek Old Testament – προσκυνεω is used to express the 
concept of bowing to show respect to a person in a position of authority; but it is 
also used to convey the concept of showing reverence and submission, either to 
the true God of Israel or to the false gods of paganism. About seventy-five percent 
of the occurrences of προσκυνεω in the Septuagint express the concept of 
worship, whether it be of the God of Israel or of the gods of paganism. The 
following are examples of this word being used to express the concept of worship 
to the God of Israel: the servant of Abraham bowed down in worship (προσκυνεω) 
of the Lord after he found a wife for Isaac (Genesis 24:26); the Israelites in Egypt 
bowed in worship of God when they heard that God was going to deliver them 
(Exodus 4:31); during the dedication of Solomon's Temple—when the people saw 
the temple filled with the glory of the Lord—they fell face down upon the ground 
and worshipped (προσκυνεω) the Lord (2 Chronicles 7:3). 
 
The preceding scriptures add greatly to our understanding of the meaning of the 
word "worship," but the twelfth chapter of Exodus, in the Greek Old Testament 
scriptures, gives the classic example of the meaning of προσκυνεω. In verses 21-
28, Moses directs the people to kill the Passover Lamb and to put the blood of the 
lamb on their doorposts. He also institutes the Passover meal and commands them 
to recite how the Lord delivered them and struck the Egyptians. In response to his 
instructions, verse 27 tells us "and when the people bowed they worshipped" (LXX 
translation) in an expression of reverence and submission to the command given by 
the Lord through Moses. 
 
The concept of worship, as established in the Old Testament, that conveys the 
meaning which embraces the physical act of bowing to the ground, as well as the 
expression of the internal attitude of reverence and submission to the Lord, is 
carried over into the New Testament usage of προσκυνεω. 
 
In the New Testament, the verb προσκυνεω is found mostly in Matthew, John, and 
the Book of Revelation. There are also five uses of this word in Mark and Luke. 
Today, our study focuses on several examples of worship as expressed toward the 
Lord in His ministry. All are found in the Gospel of Matthew. 
In Matthew 2:1-2, it is recorded that Magi came from the East to Jerusalem and 
said, "Where is the One who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in 
the east, and came to worship Him." The term "worship" is again used in Matthew 
2:11: "And having come into the house, the Magi found the child with Mary His 
mother, and having fallen down they worshiped Him." Although this text does not 
indicate whether the Magi fall down voluntarily or involuntarily, in response to the 
presence of the Lord; it does tell us, through the use of προσκυνεω, that they 
express their reverence and submission to the One who is born King of the Jews. 
This sets the tone for the use of "worship" in the rest of the New Testament. 
 
(3) Latreuó - to render religious service or homage, to worship; in other words, to 
offer everything we do, say or think to God as worship.  For it to be pleasing to 
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Him, we need to see everything from God’s perspective and therefore obey His 
commandments out of love and thankfulness as we carry out our daily lives. 
Let's look at Romans 12:1-2, which connects all of life with worship.  
‘Therefore, I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a 
living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of 
worship. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which 
is good and acceptable and perfect.’  
 
A Sacrifice that Lives and Moves and Does Things 
 
So, verse one says that presenting your bodies to God as a living and holy sacrifice 
is worship. Now what is this referring to? A sacrifice was usually a dead body, not a 
living one, so he says "living" to make sure we know he doesn't mean literal human 
sacrifice. A sacrifice was usually laid on the altar and parts of it were eaten by the 
priests and that was the end of the animal. It had no more existence. But that's 
not what Paul means, because at least three times in Romans 6 (verses 13, 16, 19) 
he speaks of presenting our bodies or our members to God like this, and in every 
case it is so that our members - our arms and legs and tongues, eyes and ears and 
sexual organs would become instruments of righteousness. So the sacrifice is not 
only living, it is moving about and doing things in the world.  
 
So how is it a sacrifice? And practically how do you present your bodies to God as 
sacrifices? I think the best answer is to see the connection between verses 1 and 2. 
My suggestion is that verse 2 is the realistic explanation of the more symbolic verse 
1. Verse 1 talks about sacrifices and worship. Verse 2 talks about your mind being 
renewed and doing the will of God.  The explicit link to show you that Paul is 
thinking this way is the repetition of the word "acceptable" in verses 1 and 2. Verse 
1: "Present your bodies . . . holy and acceptable to God." Verse 2: Use your 
renewed mind to prove what is the will of God, what is good, acceptable and 
perfect. So, there is probably a close link between offering your body to God as an 
acceptable sacrifice to God, and doing the acceptable will of God.  
 
Not Conformed, but Transformed 
 
So, if verse 2 is likely a realistic explanation of the symbolic picture of verse 1, 
let's look at it for a moment. There is a negative command and a positive one: 
negatively, don't be conformed to this world; positively, be transformed. Not 
conformed, transformed. Devote your life as a Christian to being changed. Don't 
settle in at the level of transformation you now have. O how many Christians throw 
away their birthright by coasting. Be transformed! It's present tense, on-going, 
continual growth in un-conforming yourself to the world.  
 
But how does this happen? What is involved? Does it mean we should just study 
what the world wears and watches and listens to and buys and plays, and then do 
the opposite? Well there will be a difference at most of those levels probably, but 
that's not what the text focuses on, is it? It says, "Be transformed by the renewing 
of your mind." The focus is not first on getting the outside of the cup cleaned up, 
but on getting the inside cleaned up. In other words, transformation and non-

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2012.1-2
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conformity on the outside must flow from a new mind. Be transformed in the 
renewing of your mind.  
 
So you might say, OK that means we must learn to think differently than the world 
thinks, and that will transform us from the inside out. Well, that is true. But there 
is a word in verse 2 to show us that it is not the whole truth, and may not even be 
the main truth - depending on what you mean by "thinking."  
 
What is the function of the mind according to verse 2? What is the goal of a 
renewed mind? Right thinking is surely essential. If you think illogically, you will 
probably live badly. For example, you might think something like this: "Premise 1: 
Most TV ads entice me to want things that I don't need. Premise 2: Watching more 
TV causes me to see more such TV ads. Conclusion: Therefore the more TV I watch 
the less I will be enticed to want things I don't need." That is simply illogical 
thinking and it will cause you to live badly if you don't think better than that.  
 
Prove and Approve 
 
But that is not what verse 2 stresses. There is a very crucial word that we have to 
get right. The NASB says that our renewed mind is so that we may "prove what the 
will of God is." The key word is "prove." It is a tremendously important word. It has 
two implications: one is the idea of testing and proving something's value. And the 
other idea is the capacity to assess it and approve of a value when you see it. It is 
very hard in English to bring out both these ideas with one word. The NIV does it in 
fact by using two words. It refers to the renewing of your mind, then says, "Then 
you will be able to test and approve what is God's will." That is the full idea. Test 
and approve.  
 
So what is the root issue in verse 2? The root issue is more than right thinking. It is 
right valuing. Not just right proving, but right approving. Not just right testing, but 
treasuring. Let me see if I can help you see the difference like this. It would be 
possible, perhaps to teach an uneducated person to recognize some of the traits of 
gold without his knowing how valuable gold is. So you might give him a job panning 
gold with you in a stream and pay him a dollar an hour while he accurately tests 
the yellow stones and tosses thousands of dollars’ worth of gold nuggets into your 
bag.  That is not the kind of renewal Paul is talking about. He is not saying: read 
enough books or listen to enough tapes or sermons so that you can spot a good 
deed when you see it and then work up the discipline to do it. He is saying, be 
renewed so deeply in your mind that you not only can test and spot gold when you 
see it, but also love gold - approve gold, treasure gold. That's what the word 
means. (See Romans 1:28; 14:22; 1 Corinthians 16:3.)  
 
Now you can see that the renewal involved is more than a logic lesson. If you want 
to find out if a certain material is sweet, you might reason logically: it is brown, 
gooey, comes from a bee hive, crystallizes if you drop water in it, and makes the 
eyes a two-year-old light up if you put it on toast. Therefore, you infer, it must be 
honey, and honey is sweet. That is not the main way Romans 12:2 means for you to 
find the will of God. The way to know if this material is sweet, is by the power of 
taste, not logic.  
 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%201.28
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Romans%2014.22
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2016.3
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2012.2
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Renewed in the Spirit of Your Mind 
 
Ephesians 4:23 has the closest parallel to this verse and there Paul says, "Be 
renewed in the spirit of your mind." That is a very strange phrase, "the spirit of 
your mind." I think it means something like the capacity of your mind to taste the 
spirit of a thing. One of the reasons some simple, uneducated people live much 
more holy and upright lives than some Christians who are very educated is that 
their minds are far more deeply renewed. That is, they so renewed that they can 
taste, or you might say smell, the rottenness of a temptation way before others 
and turn away before the least contamination happens. And they can taste and 
smell a beautiful opportunity for love before others see it coming.  
In other words, mind-renewal is a deep spiritual change in how the mind assesses 
things and values things. In Ephesians 4:18 Paul says that ignorance (of mind) is 
rooted in hardness of heart. So if the mind is going to be wise and discerning about 
the will of God, the heart must be soft and susceptible to spiritual reality. In other 
words, the renewal Paul is calling for is profound, and deeper than any mere 
mental effort can achieve. This is why prayer is utterly essential. The constant 
prayer of the Christian is, "Open my eyes that I may see" (Psalm 119:18); and, "Let 
the eyes of my heart be enlightened" (Ephesians 1:18); and, "Cause me, O Lord, to 
taste and see that you are good" (Psalm 34:8). In other words, God must do the 
renewing through his word and Spirit.  
 
A Profoundly Renewed Mind 
 
Now let's step back and see what Romans 12:1-2 looks like with this insight. The 
root of Christian living in verse 2 is a profoundly renewed mind. It doesn't just 
think clearly, but assesses truly and values accurately and approves strongly and 
treasures passionately what is good, acceptable and perfect. This is utterly 
relevant to our daily lives because 95% of the things we do during the day, we do 
without any extended logical reflection. We just act spontaneously out of the spirit 
of the mind that is in us (Ephesians 4:23) - or as Jesus said, out of the abundance 
of our heart (Matthew 12:34). So to live the Christian life with any authenticity we 
must be in the process of a deep renewal deep beneath right thinking.  
 
Then verse 2 says that this deep renewal of the way we approve and assess and 
value reality leads us to a transformed life that is not conformed to the world. 
Now the non-conformity is not just external and forced, but internal and natural 
and free. It flows from our new values and assessments and where our treasure is. 
But it does change us externally and put us out of conformity with the world. We 
find ourselves doing things that Paul calls the "will of God." God has a pattern of 
life that he calls us to live that accords with new powers of approving what is good 
and beautiful and true, and new values and new treasures. There are good things, 
acceptable things, perfect things - different ways of talking about what God calls 
us to do in different contexts.  
 
Now how does this relate to verse 1? How does this relate to the living sacrifice of 
our bodies offered to God, which is our spiritual worship? I think it is simply a way 
of describing what that offering of worship is. What verse 2 describes is a living 
sacrifice because in the renewal of our minds a whole way of tasting and assessing 
and approving and valuing and treasuring the world dies. We are, as Paul says, 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%204.23
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%204.18
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20119.18
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%201.18
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2034.8
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2012.1-2
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%204.23
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2012.34
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"crucified to the world and the world is crucified to us" (Galatians 6:14). So the 
renewal is a dying of old values and the coming to life of new ones. It is the dying 
of old ways of treasuring television and food and money, and the awakening of new 
spiritual taste buds.  
 
God is My All Satisfying Treasure 
 
So our spiritual worship is to come to God each day and say: "O God, there is 
nothing that I want more than to approve what is most worthy, and value what is 
most valuable, and treasure what is most precious and admire what is most 
beautiful and hate what is most evil and abhor what is most ugly. I reckon myself 
dead to all that is unspiritual and worldly and deadening to my soul. Renew me, O 
my God. Awaken spiritual capacities of right assessment."  And then we say, "And 
take me, body and soul, and make me the instrument of your glory in the world. 
Let the renewal you are working from within show on the outside. This is my 
spiritual worship. To show the world that you are my all-satisfying treasure."  
 
There it is. Now we are back at the beginning. The essence of worship is a being 
satisfied in God and cherishing of Christ as gain. Romans 12:1-2 are not saying 
anything different. This is what it means to have a renewed mind. The renewed 
mind perceives and approves and treasures and cherishes the will of God (and thus 
transforms all of life), because it first and foremost perceives, and approves and 
treasures and cherishes God.  
 
And doing the will of God is the outshining of God in his glory. "Let your light so 
shine before men that they may see your good deeds and give glory to your father 
in heaven" (Matthew 5:16). All of life is the outshining of what you truly value and 
cherish and treasure. Therefore, all of life is worship. Either of God, or something 
else.  
Therefore, be transformed in the renewal of your mind. Cherish God in all his 
works and all his ways. Reckon the old mind dead and offer yourself to God as a 
living sacrifice that he may put you on display by the outshining of his worth and 
his value in your life. Worship him with your life.  
http://www.desiringgod.org/messages/all-of-life-as-worship  

  

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal%206.14
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2012.1-2
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%205.16
http://www.desiringgod.org/messages/all-of-life-as-worship
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COMMANDMENT – WORSHIP GOD IN SPIRIT AND TRUTH 

 

Jesus told us that we must worship. It is well documented that there are four 
necessities in life without which we would die. These are air, water, food and 
sleep. The one basic necessity God has given us to sustain our spiritual life, is 
worship. The two greatest “musts” ever written in literature are those of John 3:7, 
“You must be born again.” and John 4:24, “They that worship Him must 
worship in spirit and truth.” The consequence of disobeying His first command is 
eternally devastating and the consequence of disobeying the second is spiritually 
debilitating. We cannot afford not to worship, especially in the light of the fact 
that Jesus said, we must. The most commonly used Hebrew word for “worship” is 
SHACHAH (Strong, 1996) H7812. From this root we have the meaning of a pit or 
well, a deep cistern, a place where you can go lower down, or sink in. Their 
worship was often demonstrated by a prostration, bowing down and falling on their 
knees with their foreheads touching the ground in reverence. The Old Testament 
worshiper had a simple response to God’s presence by taking the lowest physical 
position. This was the normal reaction to the presence of God and unlike praise; it 
required little action, noise or demonstration. Generally speaking, however, the 
Old Testament saints worshiped from a distance because no one had personal 
access to God, except for the High Priest (Hebrews 9:7-8). They had no real 
concept of intimacy with God until Jesus gave the Samaritan woman the revelation 
that God wanted to be worshiped, as our Heavenly Father (John 4:23). The 
common Greek word used for “worship” is PROSKUNEO (Strong, 1996) G4352, and 
is formed from the prefix PROS meaning “in front of someone or in the direction of 
someone,” and the verb KUNEO means “to kiss.” It is described “as a prostration; 
falling down to one’s knees; to worship; adore; revere and to move towards with 
the intention to kiss.” The New Testament concept of worship, involves movement 
by drawing close to Him and being intimate. Jesus moved the veil of access to God 
so that we could boldly and confidently enter into His presence with an honest and 
sincere heart (Hebrews 10:19-22, Ephesians 3:12). The veil was removed, and now 
the invitation is face-to-face worship with our Father God. In the Old Testament 
God revealed the intimacy He longed for and He demonstrated this by allowing 
Moses and David to experience Him face to face, in a very intimate personal way 
(Exodus 33:11). King David knew that God had a purpose for his life and the only 
way it could be fulfilled was to keep God before His face, day and night. “I have 
set the LORD always before me: because He is at my right hand, I shall not be 
moved” (Psalm 16:8). God wants you to have face-to-face worship with Him. 
Nothing else will satisfy the heart of the seeking Heavenly Father. God initiated His 
love toward us; He moved toward us first because He is love (1 John 4:10). It was 
God’s love that found us and freed us. Worship is now our move toward God by 
expressing our love to Him for finding us and freeing us. Worship is our reaction to 
His act of love. The more we know of God’s love, the more we will want to 
worship. The essence of fellowship is the continual flow of love that we receive 
from God and the continual flow of worship that God receives from us. We can 
never worship too much in response to His infinite love (1 John 4:10). 
 
True Worshippers 
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God makes reference to the fact that ‘true’ worshipers should worship “in spirit 
and truth.” “But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship 
Him” (John 4:23). The word “true” in the Greek translation is ALETHINOS 
(Strong,1996) G228. This means “being real and genuine; that which has not only 
the name and resemblance, but the real nature corresponding to the name.” The 
word is also used to describe the true nature of God who sent Jesus to redeem 
mankind and that Jesus fully represented God in every way (John 7:28 and John 
1:9). This word also extends to God’s worshipers. Just as God is true and genuine 
in all His ways, so should His worshipers be in their worship? The word is also 
related to the Greek word ALETHES which means “unconcealed or manifest.” A 
true worshiper has nothing to hide. He is true to God in every way and does not 
fake any area of his life to satisfy religious standards. He is the real thing, the 
genuine article. The manifestation of true worship is not something that is hidden 
in a Christian’s life. It is made manifest as a lifestyle for the world to see us 
demonstrate how we unashamedly love and worship Him. 
 
Worship in Spirit and Truth 
 
According to Jesus, worship is a spiritual exercise that involves both spirit and 
truth and we need both for acceptable worship to the Father. The word “truth” in 
the Greek is ALETHEIA and is from the same root as the word “true” in the same 
verse and means not hidden or concealed. “But the hour is coming, and now is, 
when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father 
is seeking such to worship Him” (John 4:23). The Message translation makes it very 
clear. “But the time is coming—it has, in fact, come—when what you’re called will 
not matter and where you go to worship will not matter. It’s who you are and the 
way you live that count before God. Your worship must engage your spirit in the 
pursuit of truth. That’s the kind of people the Father is out looking for: those who 
are simply and honestly themselves before Him in their worship” (John 4:23, The 
Message). God wants our worship to be sincere, based on a personal relationship 
with the Holy Spirit and His word. Worship is the result of the Holy Spirit 
quickening God’s word in your spirit and mind. This is what Jesus was alluding to 
above. The Holy Spirit connects with your spirit and brings God’s word alive in you 
so you can respond with worship. For this reason, worship cannot be 
manufactured, it has to be a response based on a genuine relationship with God 
and His word. Worship is such a personal thing between you and God. It removes 
all comparison and competition with others or judgment by them because no man 
knows the condition of your heart. You should never feel any condemnation when 
you worship, even though you might not be in a good place at the time. 
 
The Holy Spirit’s Role in Worship 
 
Scripture instructs us to worship God in spirit and truth and have no confidence in 
the flesh (John 4:24, Philippians 3:3). “God is Spirit, and those who worship Him, 
must worship in spirit and truth” (John 4:24). “For we are the circumcision, who 
worship God in the Spirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the 
flesh” (Philippians 3:3). The Amplified Bible says in Philippians 3:3, “We worship 
God in spirit and by the Spirit of God.” The Father wants the Holy Spirit to help us 
worship. He requires us to have dependency on the Holy Spirit for every worship 
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service. It would be futile to consider leading worship without the Holy Spirit’s 
help. The Holy Spirit is the one who comforts, guides and helps us to effectively 
live the Christian life. Without His presence in our lives on a daily basis, we could 
not pray or worship, as we should. Scripture says that the Holy Spirit knows the 
things of God. He knows how we can satisfy His heart with our worship at every 
meeting. “For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man 
which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God” 
(1 Corinthians 2:11). We need to be continually conscious of the Holy Spirit and 
yielded to His promptings as we minister in music and lead worship. The Holy Spirit 
must guide each worship experience, because the way we worshiped yesterday 
may not be the way in which the Holy Spirit will guide us today. Being sensitive to 
the Holy Spirit who lives in us makes it possible to worship the Father, who lives in 
heaven. This is a great mystery but a reality that we accept by faith. Some 
believers question whether we should worship the Holy Spirit, and I cannot 
unequivocally give an answer to this. However, I believe the focus of our worship 
in the church age should be to the Father and the Son. There is sufficient evidence 
in scripture to confirm this. Jesus continually directed us to worship the Father in 
John, chapter four. This does not relegate the Holy Spirit, but actually magnifies 
His greatness, as the person of the Godhead who has humbled Himself in the 
dispensation of the church age, to come to earth, as our vital connection, to the 
Father and Son. 
 
The Seeking Father 
 
Worship must be so important to God that He seeks those who worship. I doubt if 
we have scratched the surface of the importance of this subject, but no doubt the 
church will walk in the fullness of it. Imagine doing something that causes God to 
diligently search. God loves all His children but those who worship, cause Him to 
chase after them, with His love. It is very difficult to comprehend that the One 
who holds the entire universe together by the word of His power is at the same 
time searching among His children, for those who worship Him in spirit and truth 
(Hebrews 1:3). No earthly child is hesitant to embrace a loving father, how much 
more should we, who are loved by God. In the conversation Jesus had with the 
Samaritan woman, He refers to the fact that, “The Father is seeking such to 
worship Him” (John 4:23). Imagine an earthly father seeking his lost child. It is a 
relentless endeavour until the child is found. Only then is the father’s desire 
fulfilled. Our Heavenly Father does not seek for us in the sense that we are lost. 
On the contrary, He seeks for our worship because we have been “found.” Can you 
picture an earthly father’s joy and love toward his child that is found after being 
lost and in grave danger? This gives some insight into our Heavenly Father’s joy for 
us, except His joy is infinitely more than our earthly father’s. 
 
Worship is Obedience 
 
To grasp the meaning of worship, we have to expand our thinking way beyond 
singing slow songs. It can be better understood by studying the first reference of 
the word “worship” in the Old Testament. The first time the word worship is 
mentioned in scripture it introduces the concept of movement. This is when God 
asked Abraham to move from the valley to the top of Mt Moriah to sacrifice his son 
Isaac, as an act of worship. Further, the Greek word in the New Testament for 
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“worship” is PROSKUNEO (Strong 1996) G4352, this confirms association with 
movement. It means “to move toward; or in front of; with the intention to be 
affectionate and intimate.” Both Testaments suggest that worship requires 
movement. The kingdom of God is not static but dynamic and in a state of 
continual movement and advancement through acts of obedience by believers. 
This is how God has chosen to fulfil His plans and purposes. Acts 17:28 says “In Him 
we live and move and have our being.” This means that we have the dynamic 
power of the Holy Spirit living in, and moving through us, to do the work. However, 
nothing would be achieved unless the saints were obedient in hearing and doing 
what the Spirit is saying. (1 Samuel 15:22). An interesting observation in the life of 
Jesus, is there is no reference of Him in scripture giving worship to God, although 
we do find Him giving thanks (Matthew 11: 25, Mark 8:6, John 11:41, Luke 22:19, 
Luke 10:21) and praise (Matthew 26:30, Mark 14:26, Hebrews 2:12). This does not 
mean He did not worship, on the contrary, Jesus was the greatest worshiper who 
lived. His worship was not comparable to our limited understanding of worship in 
the form of slow songs to God. Instead He expressed His worship to the Father 
through a life of total obedience. This qualified him as the spotless Lamb of God 
who died for the sin of humanity. We have to broaden our definition of worship not 
only to include singing, but also to include obedience to what God has told us to 
do. Scripture declares that obedience is better than sacrifice, so every act of 
obedience surpasses every act of worship, in terms of singing songs (1 Samuel 
15:22). Worship in your life is not represented by the last slow song you sang but 
the last thing God told you to do, that you obeyed. The music minister has to be a 
person who is willing to obey God’s word. We can never worship beyond our last 
step of obedience. God’s priority for your life especially as a music minister is 
worship, but it may surprise you that it is not measured by what you play or sing 
but by what you do. God said that King David was, “A man after My own heart, 
who will do all My will” (Acts 13:22). This is an amazing statement, from the Old 
Testament’s greatest worshiper. David’s worship was surpassed by his obedience. 
The anointing on your life as a music minister flows from a willingness to obey. It 
cannot be the other way around because God is not looking for workers but for 
worshipers (John 4:23-24). No matter how strong God’s call is on your life, ministry 
without worship is a misalignment of priorities. Attempting to carry out God’s 
plans and purposes in life without worship is possibly the greatest contributing 
factor to failure in the Christian life. He will graciously withhold His plans for your 
life until you make worship your priority because God is not as much interested in 
the work you do for Him but in the way you love Him. Christianity essentially 
comprises of movement and interaction between God and man, in a dynamic 
relationship based on a mutual love for one another, with a purpose of establishing 
God’s kingdom or government on earth. The function of the church is to establish 
God’s kingdom on the earth, but it has to be done through those who are obedient 
to God. Worshipers are prime candidates because when you worship you fulfil the 
primary purpose for your existence. 
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=21&ved=0CB
4QFjAAOBRqFQoTCKudnd6CmskCFcI3FAodFtgOKA&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftheworshipin
gchurch.org%2Fwp-
content%2Fuploads%2F2013%2F06%2FMOTPchapter5.pdf&usg=AFQjCNHw9ft9XE6lCh
AQu2DAJHITjyCkTw&sig2=wCWbvqS_yf_92ocIa4HfIA  
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=21&ved=0CB4QFjAAOBRqFQoTCKudnd6CmskCFcI3FAodFtgOKA&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftheworshipingchurch.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2013%2F06%2FMOTPchapter5.pdf&usg=AFQjCNHw9ft9XE6lChAQu2DAJHITjyCkTw&sig2=wCWbvqS_yf_92ocIa4HfIA
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=21&ved=0CB4QFjAAOBRqFQoTCKudnd6CmskCFcI3FAodFtgOKA&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftheworshipingchurch.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2013%2F06%2FMOTPchapter5.pdf&usg=AFQjCNHw9ft9XE6lChAQu2DAJHITjyCkTw&sig2=wCWbvqS_yf_92ocIa4HfIA
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=21&ved=0CB4QFjAAOBRqFQoTCKudnd6CmskCFcI3FAodFtgOKA&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftheworshipingchurch.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2013%2F06%2FMOTPchapter5.pdf&usg=AFQjCNHw9ft9XE6lChAQu2DAJHITjyCkTw&sig2=wCWbvqS_yf_92ocIa4HfIA
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=21&ved=0CB4QFjAAOBRqFQoTCKudnd6CmskCFcI3FAodFtgOKA&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftheworshipingchurch.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2013%2F06%2FMOTPchapter5.pdf&usg=AFQjCNHw9ft9XE6lChAQu2DAJHITjyCkTw&sig2=wCWbvqS_yf_92ocIa4HfIA
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=21&ved=0CB4QFjAAOBRqFQoTCKudnd6CmskCFcI3FAodFtgOKA&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftheworshipingchurch.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2013%2F06%2FMOTPchapter5.pdf&usg=AFQjCNHw9ft9XE6lChAQu2DAJHITjyCkTw&sig2=wCWbvqS_yf_92ocIa4HfIA
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See the following link for a download on nine different spiritualties ie the way we 
worship God  http://merewetheranglican.org.au/download/get/preview-of-the-3-
colors-of-you/110.html   
 
What is the difference between praise and worship? 
 
Understanding the difference between praise and worship can bring a new depth 
to the way we honor the Lord. Throughout the Bible, the commands to "praise the 
Lord" are too numerous to mention. Angels and the heavenly hosts are commanded 
to praise the Lord (Psalm 89:5; 103:20; 148:2). All inhabitants of the earth are 
instructed to praise the Lord (Psalm 138:4; Romans 15:11). We can praise Him with 
singing (Isaiah 12:5; Psalm 9:11), with shouting (Psalm 33:1; 98:4), with the dance 
(Psalm 150:4), and with musical instruments (1 Chronicles 13:8; Psalm 108:2; 
150:3-5). 
 
Praise is the joyful recounting of all God has done for us. It is closely intertwined 
with thanksgiving as we offer back to God appreciation for His mighty works on our 
behalf. Praise is universal and can be applied to other relationships as well. We 
can praise our family, friends, boss, or paperboy. Praise does not require anything 
of us. It is merely the truthful acknowledgment of the righteous acts of another. 
Since God has done many wonderful deeds, He is worthy of praise (Psalm 18:3). 
 
Worship, however, comes from a different place within our spirits. Worship should 
be reserved for God alone (Luke 4:8). Worship is the art of losing self in the 
adoration of another. Praise can be a part of worship, but worship goes beyond 
praise. Praise is easy; worship is not. Worship gets to the heart of who we are. To 
truly worship God, we must let go of our self-worship. We must be willing to 
humble ourselves before God, surrender every part of our lives to His control, and 
adore Him for who He is, not just what He has done. Worship is a lifestyle, not just 
an occasional activity. Jesus said the Father is seeking those who will worship Him 
"in spirit and in truth" (John 4:23). 
 
In Scripture, praise is usually presented as boisterous, joyful, and uninhibited. God 
invites praise of all kinds from His creation. Jesus said that if people don't praise 
God, even the "stones will cry out" (Luke 19:40). When the Bible mentions worship, 
however, the tone changes. We read verses like, "Worship the Lord in the beauty 
of holiness" (Psalm 96:9). And, "Come let us worship and bow down" (Psalm 95:6). 
Often, worship is coupled with the act of bowing or kneeling, which shows humility 
and contrition (2 Chronicles 29:28; Hebrews 11:21; Revelation 19:10). It is through 
true worship that we invite the Holy Spirit to speak to us, convict us, and comfort 
us. Through worship, we realign our priorities with God's and acknowledge Him 
once more as the rightful Lord of our lives. 
 
Just as praise is intertwined with thanksgiving, worship is intertwined with 
surrender. It is impossible to worship God and anything else at the same time 
(Luke 4:8). The physical acts often associated with worship—bowing, kneeling, 
lifting hands—help to create the necessary attitude of humility required for real 
worship. Wise worship leaders know how to structure a worship service to allow 
participants to both praise and worship the Lord. Often, services begin with joyous 
praise songs and transition to a quieter, more introspective opportunity for 

http://merewetheranglican.org.au/download/get/preview-of-the-3-colors-of-you/110.html
http://merewetheranglican.org.au/download/get/preview-of-the-3-colors-of-you/110.html
http://www.gotquestions.org/praising-God.html
http://www.gotquestions.org/true-worship.html
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2089.5
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Psalm%20103.20
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Psalm%20148.2
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20138.4
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2015.11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2012.5
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%209.11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2033.1
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Psalm%2098.4
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20150.4
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Chron%2013.8
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20108.2
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Psalm%20150.3-5
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2018.3
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%204.8
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%204.23
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2019.40
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2096.9
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2095.6
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Chron%2029.28
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2011.21
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%2019.10
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%204.8
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worship. 
 
Worship is an attitude of the heart. A person can go through the outward motions 
and not be worshiping (Psalm 51:16-17; Matthew 6:5-6). God sees the heart, and 
He desires and deserves sincere, heartfelt praise and worship. 
 
http://www.gotquestions.org/difference-praise-worship.html 
 
When you approach God in worship, what is your posture? 
 
Are you in awe of His glory, gazing in wonder from a distance? Or are you a “run 
into His arms” kind of worshiper? Would you rather sing “How He Loves” or “Holy, 
Holy, Holy”? When it comes to the worship of Almighty God, we need both of these 
tensions. 
We need the friendship and the fear. We need the awestruck and the intimacy. We 
need the fearful and the fearless. 
 
My Start with Worship 
 
When I was young, the only problem is that I hated corporate worship. I used to 
just look around and watch how weird people looked when they worshiped. 
 
 I remember the lady who used to hop around and swing her arms. 
 I remember the flag waving lady who danced around the front. 
 I remember the deep bass man who could never sing in tune. 
 And the operatic soprano I could hear breaking windows across the room. 
I just thought it was weird. A bunch of weird people all getting together and being 
overly emotional. “Get it together, people!” 
 
But then something happened. I encountered the reality of Jesus. I came face to 
face with the glory of God. And when that happens you simply cannot be the same. 
 
Tensions in Scripture 
 
Worship then became a passion. It was something that I looked forward to. But I 
didn’t really know what was happening or how I was to approach God. I want you 
to consider a couple Bible verses: 
 
“Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling” (Psalm 2:11). 
Also: 
“Oh sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth! For great is the 
LORD, and greatly to be praised; he is to be feared above all gods. Worship the 
LORD in the splendor of holiness; tremble before him, all the earth! (Psalm 96 
verses). 
 
Here we see commands to fear God – to tremble before Him. Pure worship doesn’t 
happen without this awe, wonder, and respect. 
 
But also look here: 
 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2051.16-17
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%206.5-6
http://www.gotquestions.org/difference-praise-worship.html
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“Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the 
blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the 
curtain, that is, through his flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house 
of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our 
hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure 
water” (Hebrews 10:19-22). 
 
Not only are we to recognize His glory, we’re also to come running. We’ve been 
given commands to stand in awe but we’ve also been given access into His 
presence. When God sees us approach Him, He no longer sees our sin. He sees the 
righteousness of His Son. We have access. 
 
Two Ways to Approach God 
 
Worship must hold both of these ideas in tension. When you worship God, you 
must: 
 
1. Come with Awe – Behold Him. Tremble in His presence. Come with bated 

breath, treading slowly upon holy ground. 
2. Come with Access – Run into the arms of your Father. You have been made 

right with God. He loves You. 
 
If you emphasize the awe without the access, you’ll simply observe God from a 
distance. You won’t engage in worship and draw near. If you emphasize the access 
without the awe, you won’t worship with understanding. Your offering will be 
flippant and self-centered, as if you deserve to stand in the Presence of Holiness. 
Come with awe. Come with access. Know the miracle of corporate worship. You 
are welcomed into the Presence of Glory, Beauty, Holiness, Righteousness, 
Perfection, and Wonder. 
 
Don’t take it lightly and don’t just think about it. Dive into the tension. 
 
http://www.davidsantistevan.com/approach-god/  

 

WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO TO CHANGE YOUR ATTITUDE AND APPROACH TO 
WORSHIPPING GOD? 
 
 
 

 

  

http://www.davidsantistevan.com/approach-god/
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COMMANDMENT - WORSHIP WITH PSALMS, HYMNS AND SPIRITUAL SONGS 

 

Question: "What are the psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs mentioned in 
Ephesians 5:19 and Colossians 3:16?" 
 
Answer: Ephesians 5:18–19 says, “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is 
debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart” 
(ESV). Colossians 3:16 continues that idea: “Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.” So what is the 
difference between psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, and how are they to be 
used? 
 
The book of Psalms is the collection of songs written under the direction of the 
Holy Spirit (Mark 12:36; 2 Peter 1:21) by ancient Jewish leaders such as David, 
Moses, and Solomon. These inspired songs were part of the Hebrew Scriptures and 
used in corporate worship. The word psalm means “praise.” Although many of the 
psalms are cries for help, laments over Israel, or questions about God’s plan, the 
major theme in all of them is worship. Even when the psalmist was crying out his 
questions or frustrations to the Lord, he usually ended with a call to praise God in 
spite of everything (Psalm 42:11; 43:5; 71:13–14). The psalms have a timeless 
quality and are as relevant to our lives as though they were written yesterday. 
Many people find great comfort in reading or praying the psalms when they have 
difficulty finding adequate words to express their hearts to God. We can 
encourage, challenge, and extend comfort to ourselves and others by memorizing 
and sharing a psalm. Many of our modern worship songs are based on the psalms, 
and when we sing them, we are singing God’s Word. 
 
A hymn is a song of praise to God. Unlike psalms, hymns were not written under 
the divine inspiration of the Holy Spirit and are not considered part of Scripture. 
However, they contain much truth and often incorporate portions of Scripture. 
Many were written centuries ago by great pillars of the Christian faith and are 
filled with rich doctrinal truth and a depth born from adversity. The wisdom and 
spiritual gravity of the old hymns are not often found in modern music. Even in 
Jesus’ day, hymns were part of Jewish worship. After the Last Supper, Jesus and 
His disciples sang a hymn (Matthew 26:30; Mark 14:26). 
 
The term spiritual songs can have a wider meaning. A “spiritual song” could refer 
to any song with a spiritual theme, such as a modern praise chorus or a song of 
personal testimony. A spiritual song might express the joy of one’s salvation, revel 
in the grace of Christ, exalt the greatness and power of God—in short, a spiritual 
song can communicate a wide variety of sacred themes. A spiritual song could also 
be what Scripture elsewhere calls a “new song.” From Psalms to Revelation, the 
Bible encourages us to “sing a new song to the Lord” (Psalm 96:1; 144:9; Isaiah 
42:10; Revelation 5:9; 14:3). Psalm 40:3 says, “He put a new song in my mouth, a 
hymn of praise to our God.” 
 
A new song is one that arises from the spirit of a person whose heart overflows 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%205.18%E2%80%9319
https://www.gotquestions.org/Spirit-filled.html
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col%203.16
https://www.gotquestions.org/Book-of-Psalms.html
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2012.36
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet%201.21
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2042.11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Psalm%2043.5
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Psalm%2071.13%E2%80%9314
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2026.30
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2014.26
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2096.1
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Psalm%20144.9
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2042.10
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2042.10
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rev%205.9
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Revelation%2014.3
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2040.3
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with adoration for God. Paul’s instruction to the Ephesians about music is 
preceded by the command to “be filled with the Spirit” (5:18). When we are filled 
with the Spirit, then psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs are the natural expression 
of our hearts. A Spirit-filled person is a singing person. One clear indication that a 
person is filled with the Holy Spirit is a natural desire to sing and praise God. 
Musical ability has little to do with it. God created us to find great spiritual 
expression through music (Psalm 135:3; Judges 5:3). Scripture is filled with music, 
and God delights when we use what He created to worship Him (Deuteronomy 
31:19; Psalm 33:2; 149:3). 
 
Music finds its highest purpose when used as a tool to extoll the greatness of God. 
It can console, encourage, teach, and even admonish those who are away from 
God. Music is a biblical way of expressing our worship of the Lord. Spiritual music 
gives voice to our joy and adoration unlike anything else. Whether a psalm or a 
hymn or a spiritual song, the purpose of music is to glorify God, and He wants us to 
use this gift as a means of worshiping Him. 
https://www.gotquestions.org/psalms-hymns-spiritual-songs.html  

  

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20135.3
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Judg%205.3
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%2031.19
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%2031.19
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2033.2
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Psalm%20149.3
https://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-music.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/psalms-hymns-spiritual-songs.html


 

16 
 

COMMANDMENT - SING WITH THANKFULNESS TO YAHWEH IN YOUR HEARTS 

 

En (te) chariti adontes (PAPMPN) en tais kardiais humon to theo: (Col 4:6; Ps 28:7; 
30:11,12; 47:6,7; 63:4, 5, 6; 71:23; 103:1,2; 138:1; 1Co 14:15) 
 
Singing (aido) means to sing and in NT always of praise to God. 
 
More literally Paul says the saints are to "Singing with the grace in their hearts".  
The phrase “with grace” goes with “singing.”  
 
Thankfulness (charis) - Charis may mean thanksgiving, and that meaning is 
consistent with the context, as it indicates a grateful spirit which should 
characterize singing. Our singing must be from the heart and not just with the lips. 
If the Word of Christ is not richly dwelling within our heart, we will be much less 
likely to sing thankfully from our heart.  
 
Colossians 3:16 parallels Ephesians 5:18-20  where the singing of hymns, etc, is  
the outgrowth of being filled with (controlled by) the Holy Spirit. Here in 
Colossians 3:16 the singing is the result of an intake of the Word of God. Do you 
see the parallel relationship, beloved? A believer who is filled with the Word is 
much more likely to be a believer who is being controlled by the Spirit. 
 
In your hearts to God "describes the sincerity of the service,-the silent symphony 
of the heart." (Eadie)  
 
In your hearts (kardia). Without a new heart that results from the new birth there 
is no real worship "to God". How can an unregenerate individual lead worship of 
Christ as Savior? Whether with instrument or with voice or with both it is all for 
naught if the adoration is not in the heart. It should be noted that the singing is to 
be "in your hearts," as well as to God. What a difference this would make in our 
congregational singing! 
 
While singing involves the audible utterance of harmonious sounds, there is to be a 
corresponding inward note of praise by which the heart goes out to God, the inner 
praise finding expression in the audible sounds. All the inmost emotions are the 
outcome of our relationship with Christ, and all is for the glory of God, who is the 
one great object of our activities. Everything is to be “unto God. (Vine, W. 
Collected writings of W. E. Vine. Nashville: Thomas Nelson) 
There is (according to Paul) a definite relationship between our knowledge of the 
Bible and our expression of worship in song. One way we teach and encourage 
ourselves and others is through the singing of the Word of God. But if we do not 
know the Bible and understand it, we cannot honestly sing it from our hearts. 
(Wiersbe, W: Bible Exposition Commentary. 1989. Victor) 
 
Our singing must be with grace (thanksgiving) or because we have God’s grace in 
our hearts. What does this mean practically? Have you ever sung to the Lord when 
you were in pain, or when circumstances seemed to be against you? I'm sure you 
have had this experience, but without His grace, to enable you to sing in such 
difficult circumstances, worship and praise would not have been possible. Luke 
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records such an instance in Acts where we read that the jailer threw them into the 
inner prison, and fastened their feet in the stocks. but about midnight Paul and 
Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God, and the prisoners were 
listening to them. (Acts 16:24-25) 
 
Singing is not to be a display of fleshly talent but be a demonstration of the grace 
of God in our hearts (cp Eph 5:19 " making melody with your heart to the Lord" - 
only the Lord could hear this melody and He is always to be our ultimate 
audience.) Grant Richison adds that...All Christian music must contain a message. 
We do not truly sing until we sing with grace in our hearts. This is the song of the 
soul. The person may not be able to sing very well but a song breaks out in the 
heart. That is why the Bible says “Make a joyful noise unto the Lord.” Some can 
carry a tune and others cannot but the point is the expression of the heart. Maybe 
that is why God allows for “noise” sung unto him!! If we have no grace in our 
hearts we cannot sing unto the Lord. A non-Christian cannot sing with grace in 
their hearts to the Lord. A Christian with little understanding of God’s provisions 
cannot sing with grace in their hearts to the Lord (Eph 5:19-notes).  
 
It is not enough to sing true content. God wants us to sing with our hearts as well 
as our lips. “With grace” — we need the help of God’s grace to sing out of the 
heart. 
 
Principle: Grace is the basis of the Christian’s song. 
 
Application: We can tell much about an individual or a church by their singing. We 
can tell not only by what they sing but how they sing. We can tell by the singing 
whether the Bible is honored or whether the Savior is preached.  “But if you have 
bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth” 
(Jas 3:14). If we have a bitter, envious, striving attitude toward someone else we 
cannot sing with grace in our hearts. A heart full of animosity and criticism cannot 
sing. We have gone sour and our heart goes off key. (Colossians 3:16d) 
 
As believers grow in the knowledge of the Word, they will usually also grow in their 
expression of praise…. If the Word of God finds lodgment in our souls, then we will 
teach, admonish and sing. These three characteristics will trend in our lives and 
will become a pattern. It will not be sporadic or intermittent. (Colossians 3:16c) 
 
Are you teaching, admonishing and singing, not just singing? If not could it be the 
Word of Christ is not RICHLY but minimally dwelling in your heart? 
We are encouraged in the Scriptures to sing. Whether songs of praise, worship, 
adoration, or dedication, they should emanate from the heart. They must never be 
mere hypocritical vocalizations of nice-sounding sentiments. 
 
Some good questions to ask yourself the next time you pick up a hymnbook in 
church are these: Do I really mean what I'm singing? Is this coming from my heart, 
or am I just going through the motions?  Someone has observed that "when the 
heart moves devoutly with the voice, true heart-singing results." I would add that 
it is whenever "the heart and hand move devoutly with the voice." The sincerity of 
our devotion is demonstrated by what we sing and do. When our songs are matched 
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by our deeds — this is heart music! (Our Daily Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries, 
Grand Rapids, MI. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved) 
 
Illustration of Letting the Word Dwell in Your Heart - Before Clara Schumann, the 
widow of German composer Robert Schumann (1810-56), would play any of her 
husband's music in public, she would first privately read over some of his old love 
letters. Inspired by his words, she said it seemed as if his very life filled her, and 
she was then better able to interpret his musical compositions to the public. In the 
spiritual realm, if we will read God's words of love to us until we are thrilled by 
their truth, His Spirit will fill our hearts and minds. The Lord can change our selfish 
attitudes and fretfulness through our meditation on His Word. We will then 
experience an increasing evidence in our lives of the peace and servant hood that 
characterized the life of Christ. The words of our Lord are crucial if we are to be 
able to teach and help others effectively. The apostle Paul encouraged believers 
by writing, "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly" (Col 3:16). We can do 
nothing by ourselves, but as we let our Savior live through us, others will see Christ 
in all we do.  Spend time in God's Word today so that others will see Christ in your 
attitudes and actions. --H G Bosch  (Our Daily Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries, 
Grand Rapids, MI. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved) 
 
When the Word of God dwells in you, the love of Christ shines through you. 
  
Just as John 3:16 provides the core of the gospel, Colossians 3:16 provides the core 
of worship. As you memorize this verse, consider it as Paul’s notes for a sermon he 
might have preached about church worship services. Here are his points: 
 
1. Worship includes biblical exposition. Paul was concerned the message of Christ 
be richly presented through teaching and admonition. The word richly means 
“abundantly, in great measure, in large amounts.”   
2. Worship involves “one another.” Teaching and admonition aren’t just pulpit-to-
pew affairs. We teach and admonish one another. I’m reminded of another 3:16: 
Malachi 3:16: “At that time those who feared the LORD spoke to one another. The 
LORD took notice and listened.”   
3. Singing is a big part of worship, and...   
4. Variety in musical styles is welcomed. We’re to sing out God’s Word in psalms, 
hymns, and spiritual songs. Psalms are Bible-based praises that are solid, deep, 
echoing the words of Scripture (especially the book of Psalms). Hymns are rich and 
sturdy songs that stand the test of time. Spiritual songs are lighter, livelier 
expressions of our faith and worship.   
5. Worship rises on the wings of thanksgiving. Even though Paul ended the previous 
verse with the words “Be thankful,” he came right back in this verse to repeat the 
thought with the phrase “with gratitude.”   
6. Worship includes prayer. Notice the last two words of the verse: “to God.”   
7. Worship should engage both mind and emotions. Colossians 3:16 tells us to 
admonish with all wisdom (our minds) and to sing with our hearts (our emotions). 
This recalls our Lord’s words in John 4, that God desires us to worship Him in spirit 
and in truth.  
  
As you memorize these verses, you may get them confused with the previous 
passage from Ephesians 5. Paul wrote Ephesians and Colossians at the same time 
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and from the same cell, and he expressed similar sentiments in both. But there are 
significant differences. Ephesians 5 tells us that when we’re filled with the Spirit, 
we’ll be speaking to one another in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. Colossians 
3:16 says the same will be true when the Word of God dwells richly among us. 
Think of your automobile. Your engine needs both fuel and spark. For the engine of 
worship, the fuel is the Word of God, and the fullness of the Holy Spirit gives the 
spark. Biblical teaching without spiritual power produces cold orthodoxy. Spiritual 
excitement without the Word of God promotes religious fanaticism. Put both 
together, and you’ve got biblical worship. 
 
The rule is... that we turn each truth that we learn about God into a matter of 
mediation before God, leading to prayer and praise to God. —J. I. Packer (100 
Bible Verses Everyone Should Know by Heart) 
 
All the above from http://www.preceptaustin.org/colossians_315-16.htm  

 
SPIRITUAL GIFTS 

 

DEFINITION 
A Spiritual Gift is a special attribute given by the Holy Spirit to every member 
of the Body of Christ according to God’s grace for use within the context of the 
Body. 
 
‘According to God’s grace’ – The common Greek word for spiritual gift is 
charisma, with the plural charismata.  The word charisma comes from the word 
charis, which is the Greek for grace.  There is a very close relationship then, 
between spiritual gifts and the grace of God.  Note that charismata is not an 
exclusive synonym for spiritual gifts.  It is used with other meanings in the Bible 
such as in Roms ^:23, ‘for the wages of sin is death; but the gift (charisma) of 
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord’.  Secondly, charismata is not 
the only word used in the New testament for spiritual gifts, although it is the 
most common one.  For example, in 1 Cor 12:1, the Greek word pneumatikos, 
more literally ‘spiritual things’ or ‘spirituals’, is used.  However, as this is 
elaborated in the rest of the chapter, charismata, is used five times.  Another 
word used is domata (singular, doma), as in Eph 4:8, a more general word for 
gifts.  But even here in the context it is closely related to grace in the 
preceding verse, ‘unto everyone of us is given grace (charis) according to the 
measure of the gift of Christ’ (Eph 4:7).  This phrase is reminiscent of the 
‘measure of faith’ of Roms 12:3 which also is tied to charismata in Roms 12:6. 
 
THE IMPORTANCE OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS 
 
They should be known about (1 Cor 12:1) and yet a great deal of ignorance still 
prevails today.  Christians show their ignorance when they equate Gifts simply 
with “Tongues” or other “spectacular” Gifts.  Similarly, they are often afraid 
that Gifts will be uncontrollable, over-emotional, or even bizarre! 
 
They are relevant today (1 Cor 13:8-12).  The old idea that Gifts were only for 
New Testament times and not for today, finds no basis in Scripture.  This 

http://www.preceptaustin.org/colossians_315-16.htm
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passage is the only one to speak of the passing away of the Gifts and makes it 
clear when this will be, “when perfection comes” (v10).  In other words when 
we meet Christ! 
 
They should be eagerly desired (1 Cor 12:31; 1 Cor 14:1).  The words used in 
both verses are “be zealous for” or “desire with great zeal”.  But we should not 
desire them as ends in themselves.  We should want them so that we can love 
and serve the Lord and other people effectively (1 Cor 13:1-2).  Also, in 1 Cor 
14:26, we are told to come to our fellowship meetings, prepared and expecting 
the various Gifts to be used.  It is helpful to recognise that a person’s ‘call’ and 
their gifts are very closely aligned.  There is no better framework within which 
to interpret one’s call than one’s gift-mix.  God does not give gifts which He 
does not ‘call’ the recipient to use, nor does He call someone to do something 
for Him without equipping that person with the necessary gift-mix to do it. 
Identifying your Gift-mix helps you know God’s will for your life.  As God 
imparts Gifts to each born-again Christian, and you recognise your Gifts, it 
begins to become clear what God wants you to do with your life.  It all starts 
with the study of the Bible and its teaching on the Body of Christ as well as 
spiritual gifts. 
 
THE BODY OF CHRIST 
 
Paul does not say that the Christian church is like Christ’s body, but ‘you are 
the body of Christ’ (1 Cor 12:27).  The body is a reality.  Christians are not like 
members of any body, but are, according to their very nature, members of a 
specific body, the body of Christ.  In order to accomplish His work while on 
earth, Jesus had a body made of flesh and blood.  In order to accomplish His 
work today, Jesus has a body that consists of living beings.  According to some 
manuscripts, Paul says in Ephesians 5:30, that we are bone of His bone, and 
flesh of His flesh. 
 
During His earthly life Jesus could do as much as His body allowed.  He was 
limited by weariness, hunger, thirst, temptation, etc.  Today Jesus is able to do 
as much on earth as His present body, ie His church, permits.  We are His 
multiplied hands, His feet, His voice and compassionate heart.  And it is 
through His Holy Spirit that we receive the power to carry out His work.    
Through receiving the Spirit upon conversion, one becomes not only a member 
of the one body, but also a special member of that body.  One receives a 
function that is altogether unique and personal.  Every Christian is original and 
unique.  One misses one’s own commission if one copies others.  (cf 1 Cor 12:7-
11; Roms 12:5-18; Eph 4:11-16; 1 Peter 4:10). 
 
THE NATURE OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS 
 
They are given to all believers who are Spirit-filled and Christ-centred (1 Cor 
12:7) and that doesn’t mean just “super-saints”. 
 
They are many and varied (1 Cor 12:4-6; Rom 12:6). Note (a) “ministries” – the 
sphere in which a Gift is used (b) “workings” – the degree of power by which a 
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Gift is either given and/or used on a specific occasion (c) not every fellowship 
will need nor have every Gift. 
 
They are given in proportion to our faith (Rom 12:6), that is to say, as we 
spiritually mature, so our Gifts can become more powerfully used by God.  We 
must start small, but aim big. 
Not everyone has the same Gift (Rom 12:4,6) 
 
They are “grace” gifts.  A portion of the grace we receive from God comes in 
the form of these gifts and we are to wisely manage, or be stewards of, these 
graces. 
 
They fulfil our need to be needed.  The Creator knows our need to be needed.  
He designed us with a longing to belong.  In meeting the needs of others, we 
find the satisfaction of being connected with them,  Our sense of belonging is 
validated by the mutual ministry of grace givers (those able to meet a need) 
and grace receivers (those able to have a need met). 
 
The Gifts will not cease until perfection comes.  (1 Cor 13:8-10) 
 
(a,b) In verses 4 and 6 of 1Cor 12, the gifts of the Spirit are described in three 
ways as charismata, diakoniai, and energemata ie as gifts, ministries and 
workings.   
 
In his use of these three terms, Paul is expressing something about: the origin 
of the gifts; the way in which they are experienced in the church; the purpose 
of the gifts. The term charismata denotes the source of the gifts ie divine charis 
(grace) becoming concrete.  God’s charis is the origin of every charisma.  
Literally charisma means ‘present’ (ie in every day Greek, a birthday present).  
The ascended Christ has given presents to His Body, ‘When He ascended on 
high, He led a host of captives, and He gave gifts to men’ (Eph 4:8).  The origin 
of a charisma never lies in the person, but in God’s grace which surrounds Him.  
It is essential to bear in mind this origin, whenever the gift is considered or 
experienced. 
 
The term diakoniai ie ministries or services, points to the way in which the gifts 
become real in practice.  I do not believe that diakonia is derived from dia and 
konia ‘ (according to folk-etymology diakonia means a special humiliation and 
lowering) but from dia and enkoneo, which means ‘to be in haste’.  Diakonia 
therefore means ‘eager readiness to serve’.  In exercising a charisma, 
therefore, it is not a matter of lowliness or humiliation, but of willing action.  It 
is not a matter of waiting until something ‘comes over me’ and forces me, but a 
readiness to give out what God has placed in me – in the spirit of 2 Tim 1:6, 
‘Rekindle the gift of God within you.’ 
 
The gifts bring about definite effects.  They are energemata ie outworkings.  
When a Christian exercises a charisma, he is acting as a member of the Body of 
Christ, ie Jesus Himself is doing something through that person.  Whatever 
Jesus does, brings concrete results.  The goal of all gifts consists in the fact 
that something actually happens, that the person is helped, that the church is 
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strengthened.  And behind this whole activity stands the triune God who works 
‘all in all’ (1 Cor 15:28) – the God who encounters us as pneuma – Spirit, as 
Kyrios – Lord, and as theos – God. 
 
Over against this strong emphasis on unity – the same Spirit, the same Lord, the 
same     God – stands equally strong emphasis on variety – there are varieties of 
gifts, varieties of service, varieties of working.  Paul uses a very strong Greek 
word here, di-haireo, which means tear asunder, to split to dismember.  The 
nature of God is infinite variety.  God is not uniform; He is always many-sided.  
This is apparent everywhere in the structure of the universe, and also in the 
plurality of biblical writings with their variety of viewpoints – that defy 
restriction to any one system of thought.  This also applies to spiritual gifts.  
The gifts of divine grace are clearly distinguished from one another; an eye is 
not an ear, nor is the hand a foot (cf 1 Cor 12:15ff).  But the variety of God 
manifest in the gifts is limited, for its source, outworking, and purpose are 
channelled by the one Spirit – as we have just seen. ‘All these are inspired by 
one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as He wills’ (1 
Cor 12:11). 
 
Paul talks about ‘imparting’ Gifts (Roms 1:11).  By this, Paul wanted to use his 
Gifts in the service of Church, the living Body of Christ.   And so, we should do 
the same, so that, as a Body, we can function, we can serve, more effectively 
and with more power.  Where there is two or three, God is among us; if there 
are two or more of you bound by rope and one falls, then the other can help 
the fallen one get up. 
 
At the same time the as the Gifts come from the Holy Spirit, it is He who takes 
the initiative in giving them to us.. This may be an endowment outside normal 
experience, or a talent which may seem quite natural, its exercise springs from 
the instigation and activity of God.  Because God wishes to communicate His 
will, a ‘prophecy’ is given.  Because God desires the needy to be helped, a 
Christian is moved to perform an ‘act of mercy’,  Because God wishes the whole 
congregation to be edified, an ‘interpretation’ is granted.  Because God is 
concerned for the orderly governing of the churches, abilities of leadership are 
granted. So Paul insists that all gifts ‘are the work of one and the same Spirit’ 
(1 Cor 12:11).  It is surely because He inspires them, not because we consider 
them to be more or less unusual, that they are supernatural. 
 
THE PURPOSE OF SPIRITUAL GIFTS 
 
To glorify God (Acts 10:46)  Examples include “tongues” and “helps”.  The first 
helps us to deepen our worship of God, the second points to God’s loving care 
for people. 
 
To build up the Body of Christ (Eph 4:12) through every member ministry.  This 
means working together as one, not in an individual and fragmented way.  Paul 
reasons that Christ’s  were to do this so that when each part of the body is 
working properly, that is, when Christians are rightly exercise their various 
gifts, then the church ‘grows and builds itself up in love (Eph 4:16).  God’s will 
for the Church is ‘there should be no division in the body, but that its parts 
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should have equal concern for each other.  If one part suffers, every part 
suffers with it; if one part is honoured, every part rejoices with it’ (1 Cor 12:25, 
26).  Gifts are variously distributed among church members that this end might 
be realised (1 Cor 12:27-30).  Thus in their desire for, and exercise of, 
manifestations of the Spirit, Christians should ‘try to excel in gifts that build up 
the church’ (1 Cor 14:12). In 1 Cor 14:4, it mentions that he who prophesies, 
edifies the Church.  The word ‘edifies in Greek means ‘speaking edification’.  
‘Edification’ is an architectural term used for building houses (oikodome).  Paul 
uses the metaphor in the context of prophecy because, like all the gifts, its 
purpose is to build up the house of God, not to tear it down.  Its purpose is to 
strengthen the Church, not to weaken it.  Examples include prophecy, healing, 
administration and hospitality. 
 
To fight satan (Eph 6:10-13) If you study the nature of Gifts, you will see how 
necessary they are in spiritual warfare.  Examples include words of wisdom, 
words of knowledge, faith and miracles. 
 
To evangelise the lost. Jesus sent out His disciples to preach the Kingdom which 
included healing the sick and driving out demons (Luke 9:1-2).  The Lord 
confirms the Word with signs (Mark 16:20).  Like Jesus, we are to take the 
whole Gospel to the whole Man.  We need all the Gifts for that.  For example, 
non-Christians may need a prophetic word to awaken their interest in the 
Gospel.   In 1 Corinthians 14:20-25, Paul appears to reason the manifestation of 
intelligable spiritual gifts will convict the unbeliever of his sin so that, ‘he will 
fall down and worship God, exclaiming, “God is really among you!”’ (1 Cor 
14:25).  On the day of Pentecost, the use of signs and wonders brought 
conviction and three thousand were added to the church in one day (Acts 2).  
Other examples include Peter’s exercise of the gift of knowledge enabling him 
to expose the deception of Ananias and Sapphira resulted in more believers 
than ever being added to the Lord (Acts 5:14); the martyrdom of Stephen by 
stoning, led to evangelism in Sumaria. 
 
God expects a return on His investment in you.  Like in the story Jesus told 
about the talents (Matt 25:14-30), so God expects us to use our Gifts, among 
other things, wisely to extend the Kingdom of God. 
 
They are to show God at work and bring clarity.  Paul employs the word 
phanerosis (1 Cor 12:7) to describe that each Christian is given the 
‘manifestation’ of the Spirit for the common good.  The word is derived from 
the verb phaneroein which means to make visible or clear or known.  Gifts are 
‘manifestations of the Spirit’; hence, when they are exercised, God’s nature or 
His way of dealing with men and women is made clear where there was 
ignorance or confusion before.  It is important to grasp this, for on many 
occasions when gifts have been supposedly exercised in recent times, they have 
left Christians divided and confused.  Yet, this should not be so, and when 
confusion does result from the exercise of gifts, Christians may be justified in 
asking whether they have been truly ‘manifestations of the Spirit’ or not. 
 
HINDRANCES 
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In Luke 9:37-40, the disciples could not cast out an evil spirit from a boy.  The 
rest of the chapter reveals some of the reasons why.  They were: 
 
Faithless (v41)  
 
And so are some Christians.  Instead of a child-like faith in Christ and His Word, 
there is a complicated desire to work everything out before acting in obedience 
– they say, for example “what about those who are not healed?”, “will anyone 
be harmed if the prayer is not answered?”. 
 
Proud (v46) They wanted to be well known.  It is possible for us to want to 
boost our own ego by spiritual success.  We might feel we are always right and 
therefore know what’s best.  The danger is, that we may start to rely on our 
own guidance and not submit to the confirmation and/or correction of God 
through the fellowship (1 John 4:1-3; Roms 12:2).  From another perspective 
one could say that the Gift one has is the most important and you don’t need 
anybody else.  But this robs the rest of the body of Christ an essential part of 
the whole. 
 
Jealous (v49)  
 
They were jealous that someone else was being used, especially as he wasn’t 
one of their little group!  God uses unlikely people and we may not like this. 
 
Envious (v49)  
 
They envied this other person’s success.  Some Christians think, “Oh, if only I 
could be like x!  My ministry has failed”; “If only I could speak like y”.  The 
danger is that this leads on to other thoughts, “They think they are better than 
me – who do they think they are – always full of themselves.  But I can see 
faults in them.” God arranges the organs in the body, and He does the same 
with the Gifts (1 Cor 12:18).  Whoever envies his brother for his Gift, is not only 
sinning against him, but also against God.  God has appointed according to His 
will, a place and a function for each member of the body of Christ. 
 
Not interested/not obedient (1 Cor 12:31).  
 
Other members of the fellowship don’t believe in Spiritual Gifts.  If that is the 
case, we must not be put off using our own Gifts.  Instead, we should pray that 
God would either open their eyes or break down their resistance. 
 
Wrong attitudes.   
 
Sometimes people use their Gifts in a self-centred way, sometimes without 
realising it.  But God calls us to use them in a spirit of love (1Cor 13:1-3) and in 
a Body-ministry setting (Eph 4:12).  People need to see the Lord, not us, when 
we operate in the Gifts. (See also “The Fruit of the Spirit and Spiritual Gifts” 
section.  In 1 Cor 13, a chapter on love in all its glory, Paul encourages to see 
love as the foundation to all that we do, say or think, especially in the area of 
Gifts.  It talks about those who use the Gifts are patient and kind, and are 
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always there.  If they aren’t, there must be a hindrance of some sort 
preventing this from being natural in the Christian.  This ‘love’ patience and 
kindness is boundless, endless and glorious.  This leads to humility and 
selflessness, yet it is not done in weakness, but with a right spirit, for love does 
not rejoice at wrong, but rejoices in the right. 
 
Not a measure of one’s spirituality    
 
The importance of understanding the place of spiritual gifts within the life and 
witness of the church as a whole cannot be overstressed, for when this is done 
for their value for others, rather than for the individual Christian exercising 
them, is emphasised.  Regrettably this emphasis has not always made by some 
who have ardently encourage others to seek various gifts.  Some gifts have been 
pressed on fellow Christians because of the personal thrill which is said to 
accompany their exercise.  Other gifts have been regarded as rewards for 
personal holiness and dedication.  In some circles the presence or absence of 
certain gifts has been used as a yardstick to measure individual Christian’s 
progress in their faith.  Now, of course, exercising spiritual gifts may well be 
thrilling, for all service for Christ brings its own deep satisfaction.  And those 
whose lives are deeply dedicated to Christ and who are displaying the fruits of 
the Spirit in their lives (see Gal 5:22,23), may well find that God richly endows 
them with many of the spiritual gifts about which Scripture speaks.  But no 
necessary connection between personal thrills and holy lives and the exercise of 
gifts is made in Paul’s letters.  The passages considered never suggest the 
absence or presence of gifts can be used as a yardstick to measure spirituality.  
God may sometimes display His sovereignty and grace by endowing quite young 
and inexpereinced Christians with quite startling gifts for a particular purpose.  
Older Christians then have to beware lest they quench the Spirit by failing to 
recognise God is at work.  No Christian needs to possess an aura of ‘holiness’ or 
maturity before he can contribute to the enrichment of the church. 
 
We are anxious and insecure.   
 
Nothing contributes to anxiety and insecurity more than the belief ‘I am not 
sure what God wants me to do’.  Once we are properly engaged in doing what 
God planned us to do, then anxiety and insecurity drop away as the leaves fall 
from the trees in the autumn. 
 
NATURAL TALENTS AND SPIRITUAL GIFTS 
 
Everybody, Christians and non-Christians have certain natural talents.  Only 
Christians have Spiritual Gifts.  Then what is the difference?  Well, it is 
basically boils down to two things, which are inseparable.  The first is to do 
with usage.  In Ephesians 4:12, Paul writes that Gifts are to be used to build up 
the Church.  With that in mind, we can see that sometimes natural talents can 
be transformed by God into Spiritual Gifts as well. An example of this is in the 
area of music.  The second part of the equation is to do with power.  Here we 
are saying that we are expecting the extra-ordinary (Mark 16:20).  An example 
of this would be the Gift of administration, someone who has no talent for it, 
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may find he has the Gift when he enters the service of the Kingdom.  The 
important thing to remember, though, is that usage and power go together. 
 
Talents Are Inherited / Gifts Are Received 
 
This is perhaps the biggest and most important difference. Natural talents are 
those abilities that are simply inherited from one’s parents and nurtured in the 
context of one’s family. We all know people who are talented and come from a 
long line of family members who share the same talent. If one member of such 
a family does NOT possess that talent, they typically will say something like, ‘I 
didn’t get the (insert talent here) gene”. Natural talents are just that: 
‘natural’! They can be attributed to the natural genetic material that exists 
within all of us and is passed down from generation to generation. Spiritual 
gifts, on the other hand, come directly from the Spirit of God; that’s why they 
are called ‘gifts’ in the first place! The “Spirit works all these things, 
distributing to each one individually just as He wills.” Natural talents are 
imparted at our natural birth; spiritual gifts are given when we are born again. 
 
Talents Are Possessed by the Saved and Unsaved / Gifts Are Possessed by the 
Saved 
 
Everyone, whether they are a believer or a non-believer, has some sort of 
talent, but only believers have spiritual gifts. The Spirit of God resides in each 
and every believer, and “God has allotted to each a measure of faith,” and an 
ability that transcends our natural talents. Because the Spirit of God is the 
source for spiritual gifts, we shouldn’t be surprised that those who have God’s 
Spirit residing in them (those who are saved), would have more than natural 
talent; believers also have gifts of the Spirit. 
 
Talents Are Developed and Expected / Gifts Are Matured and Surprising 
 
Let’s say you are a talented leader and you then become a Christian. If God 
decides to use you in some role of leadership, you just may find your talent is 
greatly multiplied when God also gives you the spiritual gift of leadership. You 
may now discover that your leadership skills are above and beyond anything you 
were capable of doing prior to being saved. God has a tendency to surprise us in 
this way. We can all develop our natural talents with hard work and 
perseverance; we practice and train and along the way we can achieve the 
expected results. Spiritual gifts, on the other hand, are increased as we mature 
in our relationship with God. When we have been gifted by God to accomplish 
something, we should expect the unexpected. As we mature in our relationship 
with God, he will surprise us by gifting us beyond our natural talent. 
 
http://coldcasechristianity.com/2014/the-difference-between-natural-talents-
and-spiritual-gifts/  
 
THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT AND SPIRITUAL GIFTS 
 
 The fruit of the Spirit is descriptive of the nature and disposition of the 

believer – they are character qualities or godly attributes that the Holy 

http://coldcasechristianity.com/2014/the-difference-between-natural-talents-and-spiritual-gifts/
http://coldcasechristianity.com/2014/the-difference-between-natural-talents-and-spiritual-gifts/
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Spirit is producing in our lives. They describe what a Christian is to be in 
their character. Conversely, the spiritual gifts are divinely bestowed 
abilities and aptitudes that are to be used in service of Jesus Christ. They 
describe what Christians are equipped to do in their service.   

 The fruit of the Spirit is perfectly embodied and illustrated in the life of 
Christ – thus, to bear spiritual fruit is to become increasingly more like 
Christ in our character. Every believer is to strive to have some measure of 
all of the aspects of the spiritual fruit. Conversely, believers have different 
spiritual gifts. Each believer has at least one of the spiritual gifts. 

 The fruit of the Spirit is the true measure of spirituality – being like Christ. 
Conversely, it is possible to possess incredible spiritual gifts (as did the 
Corinthians), and yet be spiritually immature and even spiritually 
disobedient (1 Cor. 1:7 w/ 1 Cor. 3). Thus, bearing spiritual fruit is 
indicative of greater spirituality, but the possession of spiritual gifts is 
not!   

 Therefore, the fruit of the Spirit, which is summarized by love – is superior 
to all the gifts of the Spirit – as Paul taught in 1 Corinthians 13 – love is the 
more excellent way. Unlike the Corinthians, who were fixated on seeking 
the greater spiritual gifts, we would do better to be fixated on how we 
can grow in Christ-like love for one another.  

 
CHRISTIAN ROLES AND SPIRITUAL GIFTS 
 
Roles, with regard to our Christian service, are often confused with Spiritual 
Gifts.  For example, every Christian is expected to give hospitality, pray and 
share one’s faith.  But the difference lies in the degree to which one is used in 
a particular area.  To illustrate the point, take the gift of intercessory prayer.  
Here one with this Gift would naturally spend hours in prayer, whereas the 
average Christian would not be expected to.  Yet, to fulfil our Christian roles, 
we need to learn lessons from each other, lessons to lead us into spiritual 
maturity.  Like, for example, we can learn from those with the Gift of 
hospitality how to undertake our role more effectively. 
 
COUNTERFEIT GIFTS 
 
In Matt 24:24, we are warned about many who will claim they are Jesus when 
they are not.  The same applies to Gifts (Matt 7:22,23).  This is because satan, 
being a supernatural being can produce counterfeits as, for example, happened 
in the court of Pharoah, with the magicians (Exod 7-8).  That is why it is 
important to test every Gift to see if it is Scriptural (Acts 17:11), and it doesn’t 
cause confusion (1 John 4:2,3) in the fellowship.  Also see 2 Thess 2:9 
 
ARE THEY PERMANENT? 
 
Romans 12:3-8 and 1 Corinthians chapter 12 make it clear that each Christian is 
given spiritual gifts according to the Lord’s choice. Spiritual gifts are given for 
the edification of the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:7, 14:12). The exact 
timing of the giving of these gifts is not specifically mentioned. Most assume 
that spiritual gifts are given at the time of spiritual birth (the moment of 
salvation). However, there are some verses that may indicate God gives 
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spiritual gifts later as well. Both 1 Timothy 4:14 and 2 Timothy 1:6 refer to a 
gift that Timothy had received at the time of his ordination “by prophecy.” This 
likely indicates that one of the elders at Timothy’s ordination spoke about a 
spiritual gift that Timothy would have to enable his future ministry. 
 
We are also told in 1 Corinthians 12:28-31 and in 1 Corinthians 14:12-13 that it 
is God (not us) who chooses the gifts. These passages also indicate that not 
everyone will have a particular gift. Paul tells the Corinthian believers that if 
they are going to covet or long after spiritual gifts, they should strive after the 
more edifying gifts, such as prophesying (speaking forth the word of God for the 
building up of others). Now, why would Paul tell them to strongly desire the 
“greater” gifts if they already had been given all they would be given, and 
there was no further opportunity of gaining these greater gifts? It may lead one 
to believe that even as Solomon sought wisdom from God in order to be a good 
ruler over God’s people, so God will grant to us those gifts we need in order to 
be of greater benefit to His church.  
 
Having said this, it still remains that these gifts are distributed according to 
God’s choosing, not our own. If every Corinthian strongly desired a particular 
gift, such as prophesying, God would not give everyone that gift simply because 
they strongly desired it. If He did, then who would serve in all of the other 
functions of the body of Christ?  
 
There is one thing that is abundantly clear—God’s command is God’s 
enablement. If God commands us to do something (such as witness, love the 
unlovely, disciple the nations, etc.), He will enable us to do it. Some may not 
be as gifted at evangelism as others, but God commands all Christians to 
witness and disciple (Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 1:8). We are all called to 
evangelize whether or not we have the spiritual gift of evangelism. A 
determined Christian who strives to learn the Word and develop his teaching 
ability may become a better teacher than one who may have the spiritual gift 
of teaching, but who neglects the gift.  
 
Are spiritual gifts given to us when we receive Christ, or are they cultivated 
through our walk with God? The answer is both. Normally, spiritual gifts are 
given at salvation, but also need to be cultivated through spiritual growth. Can 
a desire in your heart be pursued and developed into your spiritual gift? Can you 
seek after certain spiritual gifts? First Corinthians 12:31 seems to indicate that 
this is possible: “earnestly desire the best gifts.” You can seek a spiritual gift 
from God and be zealous after it by seeking to develop that area. At the same 
time, if it is not God’s will, you will not receive a certain spiritual gift no 
matter how strongly you seek after it. God is infinitely wise, and He knows 
through which gifts you will be most productive for His kingdom. 
 
No matter how much we have been gifted with one gift or another, we are all 
called upon to develop a number of areas mentioned in the lists of spiritual 
gifts: to be hospitable, to show acts of mercy, to serve one another, to 
evangelize, etc. As we seek to serve God out of love for the purpose of building 
up others for His glory, He will bring glory to His name, grow His church, and 
reward us (1 Corinthians 3:5-8, 12:31–14:1). God promises that as we make Him 
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our delight, He will give us the desires of our heart (Psalm 37:4-5). This would 
surely include preparing us to serve Him in a way that will bring us purpose and 
satisfaction. 
 
https://gotquestions.org/spiritual-gifts.html 
 
PERSONAL BENEFITS 
 
Once you know and use your spiritual gifts, you will know your spiritual job 
description. When you know your spiritual job description, your ministry will be 
more focused.  Your spiritual gift (s) define your best expression ie you are able 
to present your bodies as a living sacrifice of worship (Roms 12:1-8) Your 
ministry will be more fruitful and fulfilling when you know and use your 
spiritual gifts. (John 15:8) 
 
CHURCH BENEFITS 
 
There is more harmony and unity.  You will notice that ministries and members 
work better together, and there is growth in maturity and numbers in the 
Kingdom. 
 
There is less pride and false humility.  People will be happy to get on with 
things and won’t be seeking the limelight, though it is important that all people 
receive affirmation for whatever ministry they are involved in. (! Cor 12:27 – 
Now you are the Body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it)  They will 
see that the gifts they have been given are there to help build up the Body and 
extend the Kingdom, and if they don’t use them, many will not function 
properly in their ministry. 
 
KINGDOM BENEFITS 
 
God is glorified and people are edified in the church that teaches and develops 
gift-based ministries (see Matt 5:16). 

 
 

EXPLAIN THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN SPIRITUAL GIFTS, NATURAL TALENTS 

AND FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT 
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