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EVIL, HEALTH, AND HEALING 

 
SATAN 
 

People's beliefs concerning Satan range from the silly to the abstract—from a little 
red guy with horns who sits on your shoulder urging you to sin, to an expression 
used to describe the personification of evil. The Bible, however, gives us a clear 
portrait of who Satan is and how he affects our lives. Put simply, the Bible defines 
Satan as an angelic being who fell from his position in heaven due to sin and is now 
completely opposed to God, doing all in his power to thwart God's purposes. 
 
Satan was created as a holy angel. Isaiah 14:12 possibly gives Satan’s pre-fall name 
as Lucifer. Ezekiel 28:12-14 describes Satan as having been created a cherub, 
apparently the highest created angel. He became arrogant in his beauty and status 
and decided he wanted to sit on a throne above that of God (Isaiah 14:13-14; 
Ezekiel 28:15; 1 Timothy 3:6). Satan’s pride led to his fall. Notice the many “I will” 
statements in Isaiah 14:12-15. Because of his sin, God permanently removed Satan 
from his exalted position and role. 
 
Satan became the ruler of this world and the prince of the power of the air (John 
12:31; 2 Corinthians 4:4; Ephesians 2:2). He is an accuser (Revelation 12:10), a 
tempter (Matthew 4:3; 1 Thessalonians 3:5), and a deceiver (Genesis 3; 2 
Corinthians 4:4; Revelation 20:3). His very name means “adversary” or “one who 
opposes.” Another of his titles, the devil, means “slanderer.” 
 
Even though he was cast out of heaven, he still seeks to elevate his throne above 
God. He counterfeits all that God does, hoping to gain the worship of the world 
and encourage opposition to God's kingdom. Satan is the ultimate source behind 
every false cult and world religion. Satan will do anything and everything in his 
power to oppose God and those who follow God. However, Satan’s destiny is 
sealed—an eternity in the lake of fire (Revelation 20:10). 
https://gotquestions.org/who-Satan.html  
 
Ever since he was cast out of heaven (along with the angels who chose to rebel 
with him), Satan has made it his purpose to oppose God and lead the people of 
earth into rebellion as well. Satan has a certain authority in this world; he is called 
“the god of this age” (2 Corinthians 4:4) and “the prince of the power of the air” 
(Ephesians 2:2). That’s why we are to “be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the 
devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour” (1 Peter 
5:8). 
 
One big way Satan wreaks havoc in our lives is through deception. When Satan 
deceives us about who God is, who God says we are, and who he is, he gains power 
and authority in our lives. “Satan does not exist” is one of the most potent lies 
Satan tells. 
 
At creation, God gave mankind authority over the earth (Genesis 1:28). When 
Adam and Eve willingly disobeyed God, they gave up some of their authority; in 
listening to Satan, they subjugated themselves to the devil. Yet, at the cross, 
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Jesus stripped Satan of his authority: “Now is the time for judgment on this world; 
now the prince of this world will be driven out” (John 12:31). “The reason the Son 
of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work” (1 John 3:8). Satan has no more 
authority over those who are in Christ, except when they give it to him by 
believing his lies. 
 
Much misinformation about Satan comes from Hollywood and other flawed sources. 
It’s imperative that we go to the Bible for the truth on this and other matters. The 
Bible plainly tells us that Satan does exist, and it cues us into how he operates. We 
have no reason to be intimidated by Satan, as his power is infinitely inferior to 
God’s, but the Bible teaches us not to be naïve in our spiritual battle (Ephesians 
6:10–18). The key is to submit to God and resist the devil (James 4:7), knowing 
that Christ has defeated him for good at the cross and Satan’s end—eternal 
judgment—is assured (Revelation 19:20). 
https://gotquestions.org/does-Satan-exist.html  

 

HOW DOES SATAN DECEIVE YOU? 
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COMMANDMENT – DO NOT GET INVOLVED IN ANY FORM OF THE OCCULT 

 

EXODUS 22:18  
‘You shall not permit a sorceress to live.’ 
 
LEVITICUS 20:27  
'A man or woman who is a medium or spiritist among you must be put to death. 
You are to stone them; their blood will be on their own heads.’ 
 
The Bible has a lot to say about witchcraft. Witchcraft and its many cousins, such 
as fortune-telling and necromancy, are Satan’s counterfeits to holy spirituality. 
The Bible expressly condemns all forms of witchcraft. 
 
Since early times, people have sought supernatural experiences God did not 
endorse. The nations that surrounded the Promised Land were saturated with such 
practices, and God had stern words for His people concerning any involvement 
with them. Deuteronomy 18:9–12 says, “When you enter the land the Lord your 
God is giving you, do not learn to imitate the detestable ways of the nations there. 
Let no one be found among you who sacrifices their son or daughter in the fire, 
who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, or 
casts spells, or who is a medium or spiritist or who consults the dead. Anyone who 
does these things is detestable to the Lord.” 
 
God takes witchcraft very seriously. The penalty for practicing witchcraft under 
the Mosaic Law was death (Exodus 22:18; Leviticus 20:27). First Chronicles 10:13 
tells us that “Saul died because he was unfaithful to the LORD; he did not keep the 
word of the LORD and even consulted a medium for guidance.” In the New 
Testament, “sorcery” is translated from the Greek word pharmakeia, from which 
we get our word pharmacy (Galatians 5:20; Revelation 18:23). Witchcraft and 
spiritism often involve the ritualistic use of magic potions and mind-controlling 
drugs. Using illicit drugs can open ourselves up to the invasion of demonic spirits. 
Engaging in a practice or taking a substance to achieve an altered state of 
consciousness is a form of witchcraft. 
 
There are only two sources of spiritual power: God and Satan. Satan has only the 
power that God allows him to have, but it is considerable (Job 1:12; 2 Corinthians 
4:4; Revelation 20:2). To seek spirituality, knowledge, or power apart from God is 
idolatry, closely related to witchcraft. First Samuel 15:23 says, “For rebellion is as 
the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.” Witchcraft is 
Satan’s realm, and he excels in counterfeiting what God does. When Moses 
performed miracles before Pharaoh, the magicians did the same things through 
demonic power (Exodus 8:7). At the heart of witchcraft is the desire to know the 
future and control events that are not ours to control. Those abilities belong only 
to the Lord. This desire has its roots in Satan’s first temptation to Eve: “You can 
be like God” (Genesis 3:5). 
 
Since the Garden of Eden, Satan’s major focus has been to divert human hearts 
away from worship of the true God (Genesis 3:1). He entices humans with the 
suggestions of power, self-realization, and spiritual enlightenment apart from 
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submission to the Lord God. Witchcraft is merely another branch of that 
enticement. To become involved in witchcraft in any way is to enter Satan’s 
realm. Seemingly “harmless” modern entanglements with witchcraft can include 
horoscopes, Ouija boards, Eastern meditation rituals, and some video and role-
playing games. Any practice that dabbles in a power source other than the Lord 
Jesus Christ is witchcraft. Revelation 22:15 includes witches in a list of those who 
will not inherit eternal life: “Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, 
the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and 
practices falsehood.” 
 
We don’t need to fear Satan’s power, but we should respect it and stay away from 
it. First John 4:4 says, “Greater is He who is in you, than he who is in the world.” 
Satan can create much havoc, harm, and destruction, even in the lives of believers 
(1 Thessalonians 2:18; Job 1:12–18; 1 Corinthians 5:5). However, if we belong to 
the Lord Jesus Christ, there is no power that can ultimately defeat us (Isaiah 
54:17). We are overcomers (1 John 5:4) as we “put on the whole armor of God so 
that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes” (Ephesians 6:11). When 
we give our lives to Christ, we must repent. This repentance should include 
renouncing any involvement with witchcraft, following the example of the early 
believers in Acts 19:19. 
 
Isaiah 8:19 says, “When someone tells you to consult mediums and spiritists, who 
whisper and mutter, should not a people inquire of their God? Why consult the 
dead on behalf of the living?” When we follow those words to their logical 
conclusion, we could also ask, “Why seek any power apart from the source of all 
real power? Why seek spirits who are not the Holy Spirit?” Witchcraft and its many 
counterparts promise spirituality but lead only to emptiness and death (Micah 
5:12; Galatians 5:19–21). Only Jesus has the words of life (John 6:68). 
 
http://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-witchcraft.html  
 
The death penalty has been abolished by Jesus through His death on the Cross. 
 
LEVITICUS 19:26 
‘You shall not interpret omens or tell fortunes.’ 
 
The Bible strongly condemns spiritism, mediums, the occult, and psychics 
(Leviticus 20:27; Deuteronomy 18:10-13). Horoscopes, tarot cards, astrology, 
fortune tellers, palm readings, and séances fall into this category as well. These 
practices are based on the concept that there are gods, spirits, or deceased loved 
ones that can give advice and guidance. These “gods” or “spirits” are demons (2 
Corinthians 11:14-15). The Bible gives us no reason to believe that deceased loved 
ones can contact us. If they were believers, they are in heaven enjoying the most 
wonderful place imaginable in fellowship with a loving God. If they were not 
believers, they are in hell, suffering the un-ending torment for rejecting God’s 
love and rebelling against Him. 
 
So, if our loved ones cannot contact us, how do mediums, spiritists, and psychics 
get such accurate information? There have been many exposures of psychics as 
frauds. It has been proven that psychics can gain immense amounts of information 
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on someone through ordinary means. Sometimes by just using a telephone number 
through caller ID and an internet search, a psychic can get names, addresses, dates 
of birth, dates of marriage, family members, etc. However, it is undeniable that 
psychics sometimes know things that should be impossible for them to know. 
Where do they get this information? The answer is from Satan and his demons. 
“And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light. It is not 
surprising, then, if his servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end 
will be what their actions deserve” (2 Corinthians 11:14-15). Acts 16:16-18 
describes a fortune teller who was able to predict the future until the apostle Paul 
rebuked a demon out of her. 
 
Satan pretends to be kind and helpful. He tries to appear as something good. Satan 
and his demons will give a psychic information about a person in order to get that 
person hooked into spiritism, something that God forbids. It appears innocent at 
first, but soon people can find themselves addicted to psychics and unwittingly 
allow Satan to control and destroy their lives. Peter proclaimed, “Be self-
controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking 
for someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8). In some cases, the psychics themselves are 
deceived, not knowing the true source of the information they receive. Whatever 
the case and wherever the source of the information, nothing connected to 
spiritism, witchcraft, or astrology is a godly means of discovering information. How 
does God want us to discern His will for our life? God’s plan is simple, yet powerful 
and effective: study the Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17) and pray for wisdom (James 
1:5). 
http://www.gotquestions.org/psychics-Christian.html  
 
LEVITICUS18:21  
‘Do not give any of your children to be sacrificed to Molech, for you must not 
profane the name of your God. I am the LORD.’ 
 
The horrific practice of child sacrifice has been committed throughout the world 
for thousands of years. Generally, the sacrifice of a child was intertwined with the 
worship of a pagan deity, often a fertility god. Worshipers sought to obtain a 
blessing from their god(s) or to confirm or complete a vow taken in the name of 
the god. Ancient Aztecs, Incas, and a few other peoples in South and Central 
America practiced child sacrifice. The same for the Druids of Europe. The city of 
Carthage in North Africa contains evidence of child sacrifice related to the worship 
of Ba’al Hammon, a god imported from Phoenicia. Many Roman writers refer to 
this barbaric act in Carthage. 
 
The Bible contains the heart-breaking tale of child sacrifice practiced in the name 
of Molech (also spelled Moloch or Molek), a god of the Ammonites. Molech worship 
was practiced by the Ammonites and Canaanites, who revered Molech as a 
protecting father figure. Images of Molech were made of bronze, and their 
outstretched arms were heated red-hot. Living children were then placed into the 
idol’s hands and died there or were rolled into a fire pit below. Some sources 
indicate a child might also be “passed through the fire” prior to the actual 
sacrifice in order to purify or baptize the child. Molech worship occurred in the 
Hinnom Valley near Jerusalem. Because of this, the valley became associated with 
the idea of Tophet, or hell (Isaiah 30:33; Jeremiah 19:12; Mark 9:45). 
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God prohibited Israel from child sacrifice in general and Molech worship in 
particular. Leviticus 20:2-5 states, “Say to the Israelites: ‘Any Israelite or any 
foreigner residing in Israel who sacrifices any of his children to Molek is to be put 
to death. The members of the community are to stone him. I myself will set my 
face against him and will cut him off from his people; for by sacrificing his children 
to Molek, he has defiled my sanctuary and profaned my holy name. If the members 
of the community close their eyes when that man sacrifices one of his children to 
Molek and if they fail to put him to death, I myself will set my face against him 
and his family and will cut them off from their people together with all who follow 
him in prostituting themselves to Molek.’” Many other Old Testament passages 
affirm God’s zero-tolerance for child sacrifice. 
 
Sadly, King Solomon became involved in this horrendous practice, as recorded in 1 
Kings 11:4-11, “As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after other gods, 
and his heart was not fully devoted to the LORD his God, as the heart of David his 
father had been. He followed Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and Molek 
the detestable god of the Ammonites. So Solomon did evil in the eyes of the LORD. 
. . . On a hill east of Jerusalem, Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the 
detestable god of Moab, and for Molek the detestable god of the Ammonites. . . . 
The LORD became angry with Solomon because his heart had turned away from the 
LORD, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice. Although he had 
forbidden Solomon to follow other gods, Solomon did not keep the LORD’s 
command.”  
 
Later, the evil king Manassah offered his own son as a sacrifice (2 Kings 21:6), as 
did King Ahaz (2 Chronicles 28:1-4). The people of Judah participated in this crime 
against their own sons—a sin so “detestable” that God said it had never even 
crossed His mind (Jeremiah 32:35). Child sacrifice was one reason for the 
Babylonian captivity (verse 36). 
 
Some critics of the Bible point to the story of Abraham, who laid his son Isaac on 
an altar and prepared to sacrifice him as directed by God (Genesis 22:1-14). 
However, in this case, God was testing the obedience and faith of Abraham. God 
stopped him from actually following through and provided a ram as a substitute 
sacrifice.  
 
Today, child sacrifice is practiced throughout the world. There has been a 
resurgence of child sacrifice in Uganda. Witch doctors have been implicated in the 
mutilation and death of children who were killed in an effort to bring good fortune 
and wealth to those willing to pay for it. There is also a correlation between child 
sacrifice and modern-day abortion. Unprecedented numbers of children have been 
“sacrificed” at the hands of abortionists for the sake of convenience, immorality, 
or pride. Hundreds of thousands of babies have been killed so that their parents 
can maintain a certain lifestyle. God hates “hands that shed innocent blood” 
(Proverbs 6:17), and we can be sure that God will judge this horrendous sin. 
See http://www.gotquestions.org/child-sacrifice.html  
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LEVITICUS 19:31   
‘Do not turn to mediums or seek out spiritists, for you will be defiled by them. I 
am the LORD your God.’ 
 
The dictionary defines occult as “hidden, secret and mysterious, particularly 
pertaining to the supernatural.” Examples of occult practices are astrology, 
witchcraft (Wicca), the black arts, fortune telling, magic (both black and white), 
Ouija boards, Tarot cards, spiritism, parapsychology, and Satanism. Human beings 
have always been interested the occult, from ancient times until today. Occult 
practices and psychic phenomena have captivated millions of people worldwide, 
and this is not limited to the ignorant or uneducated. There are several factors 
that make the occult fascinating to everyone, even in our age of technological and 
scientific advances. For one thing, occult practices appeal to our natural curiosity. 
Many people who get involved in the occult begin with “harmless” practices such 
as playing with a Ouija board out of simple curiosity. Many who have experimented 
this way have found themselves going deeper and deeper into the occult. 
Unfortunately, this type of involvement is akin to quicksand—easy to get into and 
difficult to get out of. Another fascination of the occult is that it appears to offer 
quick and easy answers to life’s questions. The astrologer gladly charts your 
future, the Ouija board and Tarot cards give you direction, and the psychic gets 
you in touch with your Aunt Esther who tells you all is fine in the afterlife. Occult 
practices are controlled by demons, who offer just enough information to keep 
their victims intrigued, while exerting more and more control over gullible hearts 
and minds. The danger of occult practices cannot be overstated. God strictly 
warned the Israelites against being involved with the occult (Leviticus 20:6). The 
pagan nations that surrounded Israel were steeped in divination, sorcery, 
witchcraft, and spiritism, and this is one reason why God gave His people the 
authority to drive them out of the land (Deuteronomy 18:9–14). The New 
Testament says that the rise of interest in the occult is a sign of the end of the 
age: “The [Holy] Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith 
and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons” (1 Timothy 4:1). How 
are we to recognize the occult and those who promote it? An incident involving 
Paul and Barnabas in the early days of the church is a good place to start. They 
“traveled through the whole island until they came to Paphos. There they met a 
Jewish sorcerer and false prophet named Bar-Jesus, who was an attendant of the 
proconsul, Sergius Paulus. The proconsul, an intelligent man, sent for Barnabas and 
Saul because he wanted to hear the word of God. But Elymas the sorcerer (for that 
is what his name means) opposed them and tried to turn the proconsul from the 
faith. Then Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked 
straight at Elymas and said, ‘You are a child of the devil and an enemy of 
everything that is right! You are full of all kinds of deceit and trickery. Will you 
never stop perverting the right ways of the Lord?’” (Acts 13:6–10). In this account, 
we see several characteristics of those involved in the occult. They are false 
prophets (verse 6) who deny the basic doctrines of Christianity: the deity of Christ, 
the fall of man into sin, heaven, hell, salvation and the atoning work of Christ on 
the cross. Second, they seek to influence other people, particularly those in 
positions of power, to turn them from the faith (verses 6-7). Third, they do 
everything in their power to keep the true gospel of Christ from being spread, 
opposing His ministers at every turn (verse 8). When the truth of the gospel is 
curtailed, watered down, or flatly rejected, Satan and his demons rejoice. There is 
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no mistaking the fact that the occult in all its forms should be avoided. We are to 
“be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring 
lion looking for someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8). Part of being self-controlled and 
alert is being wise to Satan’s schemes, but not to delve into the details of every 
occult practice and phenomenon. We are to understand the devil’s ultimate goal—
the destruction of our souls—and take the offense by putting on the “full armor of 
God” (Ephesians 6:10–18). Only then can we stand firm and extinguish the “flaming 
arrows” of the evil one. 
http://www.gotquestions.org/occult.html#ixzz3cqAybr24  

  

http://www.gotquestions.org/occult.html#ixzz3cqAybr24


 

9 
 

COMMANDMENT – HEAL THE SICK, RAISE THE DEAD, CLEANSE THE DISEASED AND 
CASTE OUT DEMONS, USING THE AUTHORITY JEUS HAS GIVEN YOU AS HIS 

DISCIPLES  

 

MATTHEW 10:1  
‘And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean 
spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every disease and every affliction.’ 
 
‘When it comes to miracles, I admit I tend to be skeptical, or at least doubtful that 
such displays of God’s power could possibly blossom from my feeble prayers.  But 
lately, God’s been shifting my perspective about miracles, particularly physical 
healing—not only through life experiences, but through His Word. 
In Matthew 10:8, Jesus commands his disciples “[To] heal the sick, cleanse the 
lepers, raise the dead, [and] cast out demons.  Freely you have received, freely 
give.”  You may think, as I have, that from this verse we should infer that Jesus 
was exclusively commanding His “spiritual giant” disciples to heal people in 
ministry.  After all, how many times have we laid hands on sick friends and family 
and experienced success?  Seemingly never.  Then again….we don’t usually dare 
lay hands on people, and even more rarely do we expect God to work miracles 
through us!  Jesus (and Moses and Sampson and Joshua and Peter and…heck, just 
about everybody in the Bible!) aside, who are we to expect God to show up in a 
supernatural way? 
And then I read John 14:12-14, “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in 
Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, 
because I go to My Father…If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.” 
I don’t know about you, but “he who believes in me” doesn’t sound so exclusive.  
In fact, I am positive that it is wholly inclusive, and that all who have been saved 
by belief in Jesus Christ and thus possess God’s Holy Spirit have been granted the 
power to heal others (Mark 16:17-18).  Now, Jesus healed every person He 
approached, as well as every person who approached Him. 
So maybe you are one of the few who tries to use this power and you ask, “Why 
didn’t Aunt Linda’s cancer go away when we prayed for her to be healed?”  “Why 
does my friend still have ulcerative colitis?  Doesn’t God care?”  “Why doesn’t it 
work all the time when I pray for healing?”  There are no easy answers, but here 
are some Biblical responses: 
1)   God expects all of His children to be obedient to His call to minister regardless 
of the results—might they be outward failure, rejection, or even persecution (1 
Peter 4:16-17). 
2)   Laying hands on people and boldly asking God for someone to be healed 
require us to exercise our faith (“faith without works is dead” James 2:14-17), and 
to be dependent on God’s presence.  What happens after we lay hands on someone 
isn’t really our business—it’s God’s. 
3) “God’s ways are above our ways (Isaiah 55:8-9);” we don’t know why God does 
everything He does, and if we did, we would be God! 
The Bible clearly avers that God’s children are called to minister to the world with 
healing hands, but what does that look like on a day-to-day basis?  I’m sure it 
works out a little bit differently for everybody, but it ultimately boils down to our 
preparedness (spending time with God before interacting with people) and our 
willingness (being obedient to God’s promptings at all costs). 
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So in the spirit of Eleanor Roosevelt’s famous challenge “Do one thing every day 
that scares you,” let’s all purpose to leap out of our spiritual comfort zones this 
week and love that person next to us in line at the grocery store, or that guy with 
the limp who walks his German shepherd in front of our house every Sunday.  
Whoever that person is, that someone needs to experience Jesus—healing hands 
and all.’ 
http://blog.febc.org/are-all-christians-called-to-heal-the-sick/  
 
Your Spiritual Authority 
 
A solid understanding of spiritual authority is vital to build your faith when casting 
out demons, healing the sick, and exercising your authority over the powers of 
darkness. 
When we have been given authority to cast out demons, but instead we pray that 
God brings the demon out instead, we are basically asking God to do something 
that He gave US the tools to do ourselves! Jesus told US to cast out demons! 
Nowhere in the Bible does it tell us to ask God to cast out demons! 
Mark 13:34, "For the Son of man is as a man taking a far journey, who left his 
house, and gave authority to his servants, and to every man his work, and 
commanded the porter to watch." 
 
How authority works 
 
Authority doesn't beg; authority doesn't ask; authority commands! We are not told 
to ask God to cast out demons, we are told to do it ourselves! We are not told to 
beg demons to come out, we are told to CAST them out! 
Matthew 8:8-9, 13, "The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that 
thou shouldest come under my roof: but speak the word only, and my servant shall 
be healed. For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under me: and I say to 
this man, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my 
servant, Do this, and he doeth it... And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; 
and as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant was healed in 
the selfsame hour." 
Authority is exercised through our spoken word. The power of life and death are in 
the spoken word: Proverbs 18:21, "Death and life are in the power of the tongue: 
and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof." 
 
Jesus' own authority 
 
One thing that made it clear that Jesus was the son of God, is because He 
exercised authority that nobody else had access to in history! 
 
He cast out demons using His authority:  
 
MARK 1:27 
‘And they were all amazed, insomuch that they questioned among themselves, 
saying, What thing is this? what new doctrine is this? for with authority 
commandeth he even the unclean spirits, and they do obey him.’ 
 
He cast out demons with His spoken word:  

http://blog.febc.org/are-all-christians-called-to-heal-the-sick/
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MATTHEW 8:16 
‘When the even was come, they brought unto him many that were possessed with 
devils: and he cast out the spirits with his word...’ 
 
He healed the sick with His spoken word:  
 
LUKE 7:7 
‘Wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to come unto thee: but say in a word, 
and my servant shall be healed." Also John 5:8, "Jesus saith unto him, Rise, take 
up thy bed, and walk.’ 
 
Jesus has been given authority over everything:  
 
MATTHEW 28:18 
‘And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, “All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth."’ 
 
Authority to heal 
 
Jesus said to, "Heal the sick"! Matthew 10:8, "Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, 
raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received, freely give." I think it's 
interesting how Jesus didn't tell us to pray and ask God to heal the sick, He told US 
to heal the sick! 
 
I have never seen where Jesus prayed, "Father, please heal this person!" Instead, 
we see that Jesus healed people with His spoken Word! In John 5:8, Jesus told the 
man to, "...Rise, take up thy bed, and walk." 
 
The early church healed people in this same manner. In Acts 3:6, "...Peter said, 
Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk." 
 
Notice in Luke 9:1 that He not only gave His disciples authority over all devils, but 
also to cure diseases: "Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them 
power and authority over all devils, and to cure diseases." 
 
Authority is exercised when there is a RIGHT to exercise it. They weren't praying 
and asking God to heal people, they had the authority to heal, and they were 
exercising it with a spoken word, just as Jesus did! 
 
I want to clarify that I'm not saying that prayer can't heal people... because it can 
(James 5:14-15)... I'm just saying that we are taught to heal the sick using the 
authority that Jesus gave us! I have seen and heard of many healings that took 
place through prayer, so I'm not saying not to pray, or that prayer doesn't work. I'm 
simply saying that we have authority over sickness, and therefore we can exercise 
our authority to bring about healing in another person's life! 
 
I also think it's interesting how Mark 16:17-18 tells us that healing can come 
through the laying on of hands: "And these signs shall follow them that believe... 
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they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover." The laying on of hands can 
encourage the transferring of power from us into the person and heal them, just 
like the woman who felt power flow from Jesus when she touched the hem of His 
garment (Mark 5:30)! Jesus said that those who believe will have the Holy Ghost 
flowing out of their innermost being (John 7:38-39), and even Peter's shadow 
healed people (Acts 5:15)! 
 
Authority to cast out demons 
 
Notice that we are never told to beg or coax the demons to come out, neither are 
we told to pray and ask God to remove them, but we ARE told to cast them out! 
Matthew 10:8, "Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: 
freely ye have received, freely give." And also look at Mark 16:17, "And these signs 
shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils..." 
 
LUKE 9:1 
‘Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and authority 
over all devils...’ 
 
LUKE 10:17 
‘And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are 
subject unto us through thy name.’ 
 
MARK13:34 
‘For the Son of man is as a man taking a far journey, who left his house, and gave 
authority to his servants, and to every man his work, and commanded the porter 
to watch.’ 
 
LUKE10:17 
‘And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are 
subject unto us through thy name.’ 
 
Notice that the authority Jesus gives His people is not to be used in their name, 
but Jesus' name: 
 
ACTS 3:6 
‘...Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such as I have give I thee: In the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk.’ 
 
To use somebody's authority through their name is quite an honor! It's like being 
able to go to the bank and draw out a million dollars on behalf of a wealthy 
businessman! 
 
Authority has been given to "Them who believe" 
Jesus gave His disciples authority to carry out His will here on earth, but they 
weren't the only ones. He also gave ALL believers authority to heal the sick and 
cast out devils as well! (Mark 16:17-18) 
 
Authority to heal the sick:  
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MARK 16:17-18 
‘And these signs shall follow them that believe...they shall lay hands on the sick, 
and they shall recover.’ 
 
Authority is accessed through faith 
 
It is also helpful to point out that our spiritual authority is accessed by faith. There 
is a lot to be learned from the story told in Mark 9:17-29 about how faith allows us 
to access our authority. When the disciples came across an unusually strong demon 
that wouldn't budge (verse 18), Jesus made it clear that they lacked faith by 
calling them faithless (verse 19). He also made it clear that some demons are so 
strong that a higher than usual level of faith is required to cast them out (verses 28 
and 29), and that we can gain that higher level of faith through prayer and fasting 
(verse 29). 
 
MATTHEW 17:20 
‘And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If 
ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove 
hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto 
you.’ 
http://www.greatbiblestudy.com/spiritual_authority.php  
 
MATTHEW 10:8  
‘Heal the sick (1), raise the dead (2), cleanse lepers (3), cast out demons (4). You 
received without paying; give without pay (5).’ 
 
(1) (a) Astheneó - I am weak (physically: then morally), I am sick. Illness 

(b) Therapeuo - I care for, attend, serve, treat, especially of a physician; 
hence: I heal 
(2) (a) Nekros - (i) adj: dead, lifeless, subject to death, mortal, (ii) noun: a dead 

body, a corpse. (b) Egeiró - (i) I wake, arouse, (ii) I raise up. 
(3) (a) Lepros - leprous, affected with leprosy - Disease 
(b) Katharizó - I cleanse, make clean, literally, ceremonially, or spiritually, 

according to context. 
Cleansing all the symptoms of a disease, but leaving the scabs to heal naturally. 
catharsis 

1. The purging of the emotions or relieving of emotional tensions, especially 
through certain kinds of art, as tragedy or music.  

2. Medicine/Medical. purgation (purification, cleansing eg using water to ‘flush’ 
out stuff in the body. 

3. Psychiatry.  
- psychotherapy that encourages or permits the discharge of pent-up, socially 
unacceptable affects.  
- discharge of pent-up emotions so as to result in the alleviation of symptoms or 
the permanent relief of the condition.  
(4)  (a) Daimonion - an evil-spirit, demon; a heathen deity. 
      (b) Ekballo - I throw (cast, put) out; I banish; I bring forth, produce. 
 
Disease – best refers to an abnormal condition affecting an organism. This 
abnormal condition could be due to infection, degeneration of tissue, 

http://www.greatbiblestudy.com/spiritual_authority.php
http://www.dictionary.com/browse/purgation
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injury/trauma, toxic exposure, development of cancer, etc. This is what needs to 
be ‘cured’, especially if it’s life-threatening. 
 
Illness – best refers to the feelings that might come with having a disease. Feelings 
like pain, fatigue, weakness, discomfort, distress, confusion, dysfunction, etc. – 
the reasons people seek healthcare – and usually the way people measure their 
success with treatment. 
 
It’s very important to understand that feelings of illness can be vastly affected by 
many non-disease factors, such as expectations, beliefs, fears, feelings/moods, 
and culture. Being ill is a very personal experience, and can vary tremendously and 
be affected by very different things between people with the same ‘disease’. 
 
The relationship between disease and illness 
 
Of course, these two things are not mutually exclusive… let’s not create a false 
dichotomy here. Disease and illness are clearly related, and usually occur 
together. 
 
‘Disease’ usually causes ‘Illness’ – Most of the time, a disease will be 
accompanied by illness. And of course, a decrease in feelings of illness can 
indicate the passing of a disease. 4 However, it’s worth noting that you can have 
one without the other. 
 
‘Disease’ without ‘Illness’ – It’s not uncommon for a person to have a disease but 
have no experience of illness. People can have something as simple as high blood 
pressure, or as serious as a cancer, and not even know it.  
 
‘Illness’ without ‘Disease’ – This is a hot topic of debate. ‘Somatoform disorders’ 
are those that cause physical symptoms, but no organic cause that can be detected 
through medical examination. Examples include ‘hypochondria’ – thinking you have 
a disease when you don’t, or ‘conversion disorder’ – when you start showing 
neurological symptoms like numbness, paralysis, or seizures, but with no 
neurological cause. And no, these people are not “faking it”. The debate is that 
these people are often considered to have a psychological disease, which may be 
neuro-biological in origin (and we just don’t fully understand it yet) – for instance, 
conversion disorder often occurs after an emotionally traumatic experience.  

 
‘Illness’ can affect ‘Disease’ – It’s no surprise that disease is usually the cause of 
illness. But what’s really interesting is how an illness can affect a disease process, 
and perhaps even start it. For example, if you begin to develop a stomach ulcer 
because of the H. Pylori bacterium, the pain may cause you a lot of stress. But 
stress has been shown to cause an increase in stomach acid, and that bacteria 
thrives in an acidic environment! 7 Therefore, there ends up being a cycle of a 
disease causing an illness, the illness makes the disease worse, which makes the 
illness worse, and so on. 
 
So why is this important? 
 
 a treatment might seem to work, but doesn’t – which could be dangerous. 

http://yourlogicalfallacyis.com/black-or-white
http://yourlogicalfallacyis.com/black-or-white
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1972172/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/12465722
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The most obvious problem is that someone can feel much better after a given 
treatment – but still have a dangerous underlying disease. Feeling better could 
be due to so many other variables (which will be discussed in another article) that 
it can sometimes be a very poor indicator of the status of a disease. It’s an awful 
thought, but a person could feel great after receiving a treatment, while the 
disease remains in their body. Let’s use the stomach ulcer as an example: if you 
give someone a placebo (sugar pill, but they think it’s a real medication), they 
may feel much better, and the ulcer may even heal a bit. But the bacterial 
infection remains, and after some time, the pain returns! 
 
 simply treating a disease may be insufficient. 
Someone can still have feelings of illness even after a disease is ‘over’. For 
example, after a bad injury has healed, a person may appear fine with no signs of 
a serious medical issue – however, that person may still develop chronic pain. Or, 
after a long hospital stay fighting a serious disease, a person can be left with 
disability, depression, lost jobs / financial stress, and strained personal 
relationships. 
Clearly, it’s important that healthcare treats both disease and illness. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The differences, as well as the relationships, between a disease and an illness are 
very interesting. When people learn the difference between the two, a lot of 
strange things start making a lot more sense. For examples, check out two other 
articles on this site: ‘Healing vs Recovery’, and ‘Damage does not ’cause’ pain’. 
This is important to teach people. Learning this may relieve stress and anxiety 
about their feelings of illness. Furthermore, they deserve to know these things so 
they understand what they are looking for in healthcare. 
As you can see, a treatment or therapy can seem to ‘work’, when in fact it does 
not. Of course, it may work to recover from feelings of illness, which is 
tremendously important (and usually why people come to get help in the first 
place!). But if a treatment claims to ‘cure a disease’ – then we better be darn sure 
it does. 
 
Anecdotes and testimonials (“well it worked for me, so I know it works!”) cannot 
serve as a reliable basis to determine the efficacy of a given treatment or therapy 
on any disease or injury. This is why ‘evidence based practice’ is so important. 
Treatments must be tested in carefully controlled experiments to see if they truly 
work – and make sure it isn’t something else that seemed to cause an 
improvement. 
 
Hopefully you can also see the problem with ‘placebo’ – giving someone a 
treatment just to make them feel better, when in fact the disease process has 
been unaffected. It could be dangerous, and end up doing more harm than good. 
Knowingly giving someone a ‘placebo’ is another hot topic of debate – involving 
fantastic discussions of the ethics of health care. 
http://www.bboyscience.com/disease-vs-illness/  

Even though the following three Greek words have all been translated "healing" in 
the New Testament, they have three distinct and different meanings. That is a bit 

http://www.bboyscience.com/2012/02/04/healing-vs-recovery/
http://www.bboyscience.com/2012/02/14/damage-does-not-cause-pain/
http://www.bboyscience.com/disease-vs-illness/
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shocking and challenging to come to grips with. So let's explore the basic Greek 
meanings of each of these words, and then we will explore the two major words in 
depth, by providing you a list of each time they show up. 

Greek 
Word 

Main Definition Number of Uses in KJV 

Sozo 
(Strong’s 
number is 

G4982) 

Salvation – Restoring 
spirit, soul and body 
94 times translated 

as salvation 

120 times total and of these, only 
3 times it is translated “healed” 

Therapeuo 
(G2323 and 

G2322) 

Therapeutic – To 
cure through various 

ways 
God provides “Gifts 

of Healings” 

48 times total and of these, 
38 times translated “heal” 

Iaomai 
(G2390) & 

Iama 
(G2386) 

 

One way of healing 
Instantaneous 

miraculous healing 

32 times total and of these, 
28 times translated “heal” 

Sozo (Salvation) includes healing of the entire man, spirit, soul and body, and 
although salvation does include physical healing (Isa. 53:5), sozo seldom speaks 
directly of physical healing. Main meaning: “save, deliver, protect, heal, preserve, 
make whole.” 
 
Therapeuo may be viewed as a sub-component of sozo. It involves a host of 
therapies which can be effective in healing the body and therefore I believe I 
would put “Gifts of Healings (1 Cor. 12:28) in this category. 
 

 Defined from Kittle (Theological Dictionary of the New Testament) – “to 
heal, serve, to care for the sick, to treat, to cure.”  

 A Working Definition of Therapeuo – Therapeua is the wisdom of God 
which releases cures and provides healing. Therapeua offers a number of 
approaches for curing a sickness, which include miraculous healing and 
casting out demons, but is not limited to just these two approaches. 

 Every verse with Therapeuo can be downloaded from here. 

Iaomai was the healing approach Jesus used almost exclusively. It is instantaneous 
miracle healing which involves a release of divine healing power, and is often 
coupled with casting out demons, thus overcoming the forces of darkness and 
manifesting the kingdom of God. I would view Iaomai (instant miracles) as a sub-
category within Therapeua. 

 Defined from Kittle (Theological Dictionary of the New Testament) – “to 
heal, healing, healer.” 

http://www.cwgministries.org/sites/default/files/files/A%20Listing%20of%20Therapeuo.docx
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 A Working Definition of Iaomai – Iaomai is the power of God which 
releases miraculous healing and casting out of demons. 

 Every verse with Iaomai can be downloaded from here. 

Two of the above Greek words for healing are used by Paul below: 

And it happened that the father of Publius was lying in bed afflicted with 
recurrent fever and dysentery; and Paul went in to see him and after he had 
prayed, he laid his hands on him and healed (Iaomai) him. After this had 
happened, the rest of the people on the island who had diseases were coming to 
him and getting cured (Therapeuo) – Acts 28:8,9 NASB. 

http://www.cwgministries.org/blogs/three-new-testament-words-healing  
 
See the following to discuss the linkage between healthcare and spiritual 
healing 
http://opensiuc.lib.siu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1372&context=uhp_the
ses  
 
JAMES 5:14-16  
‘Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders (1) of the church, and let 
them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the 
prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if 
he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. Therefore, confess your sins to one 
another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a 
righteous person has great power as it is working.’ 
 
(1) Leaders of small groups 
 
The Elders, the People, and the Prayer of Faith 
 
Is any one among you suffering? Let him pray. Is any cheerful? Let him sing praise. 
Is any among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray 
over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; and the prayer of faith 
will save the sick man, and the Lord will raise him up; and if he has committed 
sins, he will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for 
one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man has great 
power in its effects. Elijah was a man of like nature with ourselves and he prayed 
fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain 
on the earth. Then he prayed again and the heaven gave rain, and the earth 
brought fort its fruit. 
 
Last week I tried to show from 1 Corinthians 12:9 and 28 and Galatians 3:5 that 
gifts of healings were intended for the church in Paul's day and in our day. But I 
stressed that the New Testament does not talk about THE gift of healing. Nor does 
it talk about people in the church who are known as healers. The phrase "gifts of 
healings" (two plurals) in 1 Corinthians 12:9 and 28 suggests rather that at 
different times for different sicknesses God gives to different people different 
"gifts of healings." In other words, you might find yourself drawn to pray for one 

http://www.cwgministries.org/sites/default/files/files/A%20Listing%20of%20Iaomai.docx
http://www.cwgministries.org/blogs/three-new-testament-words-healing
http://opensiuc.lib.siu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1372&context=uhp_theses
http://opensiuc.lib.siu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1372&context=uhp_theses
http://www.desiringgod.org/ResourceLibrary/Sermons/ByDate/1990/712_Gifts_of_Healings_and_Workings_of_Miracles/
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2012.9
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Corinthians%2012.28
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal%203.5
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2012.9
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Corinthians%2012.28
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person with remarkable, expectant faith and see that person healed, but then pray 
for others and not experience that same gift. So we concluded that it is good to 
earnestly desire gifts of healings—not as something to boast in but as something to 
love with. Love is the main thing. Gifts without love are deadly. But love plus gifts 
is the biblical ideal. 
 
Does James Harmonize with Gifts of Healing? 
 
Now today we turn to James 5:13–18. And the question is: Do the healing 
instructions here fit in with what we said last week? Listen to what one British 
pastor says: 
 
The idea that God has placed "gifted" healers in our local churches is also excluded 
by James, who says nothing about sending for someone who possesses a gift. We 
are simply to send for the elders, whose task is to pray, not to effect the healing 
by virtue of some personal gift. Indeed, James goes out of his way to say that if a 
sick person is raised up this will be by the power of the Lord working in answer to 
prayer, not by any power channeled through the elders. 
Then this pastor attacks the ministry of John Wimber on the basis of James 5. John 
Wimber is the author of Power Evangelism and Power Healing, and is the pastor of 
the Anaheim Vineyard where 58 of us went to the conference on holiness recently. 
John Wimber tells us that when he was called to visit a very sick baby in hospital, 
he addressed the "spirit" of death saying, "Death, get out of here!" Immediately, he 
claims the atmosphere changed. James, however, has never heard of such amazing 
feats being achieved by men, and so he fails to give this spectacular kind of role to 
the elders of the church. Denying them all the extra-sensory insight and power of 
today's healing superstars, he reduces them to "mere" pray-ers. Wimberism, 
therefore, with all its arrogance and presumption, receives a crushing rebuke from 
James 5. 
 
Those are strong words from one Christian pastor to another. The way I approach 
this text this morning is guided by the desire to test that accusation—not to test all 
that John Wimber does, but just this point for now: Does James 5 rule out a 
community in which the spiritual gifts are active including gifts of healings? I will 
make four observations from the text that suggest its teaching is not so 
incompatible with gifts of healings as some think. 
 
1. Three Kinds of Praying Are in the Text 
 
In James 5:13–18 we see at least three kinds of praying not just one. And all three 
of them are ways of praying for people who are sick or suffering in some way. You 
can't use this text to say there is just one biblical way to pray for the sick. There is 
a great deal of flexibility possible here. 
 
Praying for Yourself 
 
First, there is praying for yourself. James 5:13, "Is anyone among you suffering? Let 
him pray." Here the suffering may be of any kind. We are not told that only in 
some kinds of suffering you should pray for yourself. So our response to some 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%205.13%E2%80%9318
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%205
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%205.13
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%205.13
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suffering should be praying for ourselves evidently without always pulling the 
elders or other people in, though of course, it doesn't have to be either-or. 
 
Praying of the Elders over a Sick Person 
 
Second, there is the praying of the elders over a sick person. James 5:14–15, "Is 
any among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray 
over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord; and the prayer of faith 
will save the sick man, and the Lord will raise him up; and if he has committed sins 
he will be forgiven." This is a case where the person is so weak and bedridden that 
they can't get out easily to the gathered church. We see this condition in the 
phrase "pray over" (probably signifying their being on a bed with the elders 
around); and we see it in the statement, "the Lord will raise him up" (implying that 
they are laid low). So the situation when the elders are called probably involves a 
physical condition that keeps a person from getting out to the fellowship. 
 
Praying for Each Other 
 
Third, there is the praying for each other. James 5:16, "Therefore confess your sins 
to one another, and pray for one another that you may be healed." 
This is very general. It could include what we know as a prayer meeting. It could 
include private prayer at home for a friend. It could include teams of people 
praying for others in their presence or at a distance. But notice that the issue is 
still healing in verse 16: "pray for one another that you may be healed"—not 
necessarily limited to physical healing but in this context surely not excluding it 
either. So calling for the elders in the case of a bedridden Christian is NOT the only 
model in this text. We simply don't know all the ways that these churches prayed 
for the sick. 
 
2. The Example of Elijah 
 
The example of Elijah seems to indicate that James thought about healing and 
miracles very differently from those today who limit gifts of healing to certain 
points of redemptive history. Let me illustrate. 
 
"Signs and Wonders" Limited to Three Periods? 
Part of their argument is that signs and wonders erupted at three times in history 
and during the rest of the time they were not available. For example, one 
respected popular pastor says, ‘According to Scripture, miracles occurred in three 
major periods: the days of Moses and Joshua, the time of Elijah and Elisha, and the 
time of Christ and the apostles. Each of these periods lasted something less than 
one hundred years, but in each period there was a proliferation of miracles. 
Miracles were the norm. God can interject Himself into the stream of history 
supernaturally any time He wishes. But it seems that He chose to limit Himself 
essentially to these three periods.’ 
 
So the direction of thought in this argument is that Elijah and Elisha were 
extraordinary and therefore cannot serve as a model for us insofar as they prayed 
for miracles to occur. 
James Seems to Use Elijah as a Model to Imitate 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%205.14
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%205.16
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But James seems to think in the exact opposite direction in verses 17–18. "Elijah 
was a man of like nature with ourselves and he prayed fervently that it might not 
rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he 
prayed again and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth its fruit." 
Now what's the point of saying, "Elijah was a man of like nature with ourselves"? 
The point is to block the objection that says he was somehow extraordinary and 
cannot serve as a model for our praying. The point is just the opposite of those 
who say Elijah and Elisha experienced miracles because they were unique 
spokesmen for God. The point is: Elijah was just like you so that you can be 
encouraged that YOUR prayers will have great effect—like stopping the rain for 
three and a half years. 
 
Now notice that the example of Elijah was brought in by James to encourage all of 
us who are referred to in verse 16 to pray for each other that we may be healed. 
After he says, "Pray for each other that you may be healed," he says, "The prayer 
of a righteous person has great power in its effects." Then he gives Elijah as the 
example and stresses that he is not in a class by himself when he prays for a three-
year drought. The logic of the passage seems pretty plain: All of us should be 
praying for each other and our goal in praying should be to live and pray in a way 
that would have the same kind of healing effects as Elijah had when he prayed for 
rain after a three-year drought. In other words, this text does not limit powerful 
praying for divine healing to the elders, and it encourages us rather than 
discouraging us to think of our praying in the same category with a great miracle 
worker of the Bible. 
 
3. "The Prayer of Faith" 
 
The "prayer of faith" will heal the sick person. James 5:15, "And the prayer of faith 
will heal the sick person, and the Lord will raise him up." 
 
The Gift of Faith Is in View—the Sphere of Spiritual Gifts 
The text does not teach that everyone the elders pray for will be healed. It 
teaches that if the elders pray "the prayer of faith," the sick person will be healed. 
This is stated so absolutely that it seems to me that a gift of faith is meant here 
which assures the elders the healing will be done. In other words, I think this 
phrase ("prayer of faith") puts us right back into the sphere of spiritual gifts rather 
than taking us out of that sphere. The elders seek God's gifting for faith so that 
they might pray "the prayer of faith." That gift is referred to in 1 Corinthians 12:9, 
"To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one 
[this] . . . to another faith by the same Spirit." There is a faith that comes as a 
special gift to pray for something extraordinary. 
 
God's Special Gift of Assurance 
 
1 Corinthians 13:2 says, "Though I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but 
have not love, I am nothing." There is a gift of faith that can remove mountains. 
This goes back to what Jesus said in Mark 11:23–24, "Truly, I say to you, whoever 
says to this mountain, 'Be taken up and cast into the sea,' and does not doubt in his 
heart, but believes that what he says will come to pass, it will be done for him. 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%205.15
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2012.9
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2013.2
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2011.23


 

21 
 

Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have received it, 
and it will be yours." 
 
It seems to me that what we have in Mark 11:23–24 and 1 Corinthians 12:9 and 13:2 
and James 5:15 is an unbroken line of teaching about a gift of faith that enables a 
person to pray a completely assured prayer because God has given extraordinary 
assurance. This is why the "prayer of faith" in James 5:15 WILL heal the sick 
person. It is certain because this faith is God's special gift of assurance about what 
he intends to do. 
 
So the picture I have of the elders at the bedside of the sick person is not of a 
group of men who think gifts of faith and healing are past, but of a group of men 
who earnestly desire a spiritual gift of faith so that they might pray the prayer of 
faith which in this case would amount to the same thing as a gift of healing. 
 
4. Shepherds Sometimes Used as Channels 
 
God intends that in some circumstances the shepherds (=elders) be the channel of 
needed spiritual gifts to the flock. 
 
People ask: Why should not the sick person, bedridden at home, ask for the healers 
to come instead of the elders. The answer is twofold. 
 
First, we saw last week that there is no evidence in the New Testament that there 
were any so-called healers in the churches. God gives "gifts of healings" not THE 
gift of healing. And he distributes these gifts of healings variously as he wills, now 
to one person, now to another. Some people might receive a gift of healing more 
regularly than other people. But that is not guaranteed for every church and so it 
can't be the basis of James' instruction for the churches. 
 
The second part of the answer is found in who the elders are. They are shepherds 
(Acts 10:17, 28; 1 Peter 5:1–2). Whom does a sheep need when it is wounded or 
sick? Answer: It needs a shepherd. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Could it be, then, that the picture of the elders in this passage teaches us not that 
extraordinary spiritual gifts have ceased, but that shepherds are responsible to be 
zealous for spiritual gifts? Could it be that shepherds are to carry out their 
doctrinal, spiritual oversight of the church by living in such constant fullness of the 
Spirit that they are likely candidates for whatever gift is called for in their 
ministry? And could it be that sickness is such a frequent misery among the sheep 
of God that the shepherds will take it as their normal responsibility to be zealous 
for gifts of faith and healing after the pattern of the chief Shepherd Jesus Christ? 
My conclusion, then, is that James 5 is not a "crushing rebuke" to John Wimber's 
ministry—even though I have misgivings about it. Rather it seems more likely to me 
that James 5 is a rebuke to shepherds that never have the faith to heal and 
churches that don't pray for each other in the spirit and the power of Elijah. 
http://www.desiringgod.org/messages/the-elders-the-people-and-the-prayer-of-
faith  

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%2011.23
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2012.9
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Corinthians%2013.2
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%205.15
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/James%205.15
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2010.17
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2010.28
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%205.1
http://www.desiringgod.org/messages/the-elders-the-people-and-the-prayer-of-faith
http://www.desiringgod.org/messages/the-elders-the-people-and-the-prayer-of-faith


 

22 
 

 
Sins – freedom from 
 
By confessing one’s sins, one’s relationship with others and God is restored.  (Think 
of the Lord’s prayer.)  Because one is in ‘bondage’, because of the sin, in certain 
situations, there are barriers to ‘function’ properly.  Some of this is psychological, 
others are purely spiritual. 
 
Moving along to James 5:16, we are commanded to confess our sins to one 
another. Remember the context is prayer. As we confess to one another, we will 
be praying for one another, and therefore, as in James 5:15, we will help one 
another to avoid sin. James says that by confessing to one another and praying for 
one another–especially in the areas where we are struggling with sin, God will help 
us to stop sinning (5:15) and the result may be physical healing (5:16). Clearly, 
James makes a connection between our physical and our spiritual health. James 
then completes the thought in 5:15-16 by telling us that our prayers are powerful 
and that they have specific and noticeable effects, both spiritually and physically 
(“our prayers are powerful and effective). 
http://evidenceforchristianity.org/what-is-the-context-of-james-516-what-is-the-
relationship-between-confession-and-physical-healing/  
 
http://versebyversecommentary.com/james/james-516/  
 
The first step in forgiveness is admitting your guilt. Then, you have to accept 
responsibility for your sin. 
 
What’s the best way to ensure that you are really accepting responsibility for your 
sin? You’re not going to like the answer, but you need to hear it anyway: The best 
way to get over your guilt is to tell one other person who loves you unconditionally 
and who will listen and not judge you. 
 
This is important: You don’t have to confess to another person to be forgiven. All 
you have to do is confess your sin to God, and you’ll be forgiven. But many of you 
have already been forgiven, and you still feel guilty. If you want to be forgiven, 
you tell God. If you want to feel forgiven, you’ve got to tell one other person. 
That’s the way God wired it. Revealing your feeling is the beginning of healing. We 
only get well in community! You don’t have to tell a bunch of people. You really 
only need to tell one person. If your sin is between you and another person, you go 
to that person. 
 
James 5:16 says, “Admit your faults to one another and pray for each other so that 
you may be healed” (LB). It doesn’t say “so that you may be forgiven,” but so that 
you may be healed. Forgiveness comes from God. Healing comes in relationships. 
 
So why do you need to drag another person into your own personal sin? 
 
Because the root of all of our problems is relational. We are dishonest with each 
other. We play games with each other. We wear masks all the time. We fake it. 
We pretend to have it all together when everybody knows we don’t have it all 
together. We’re all broken. 

http://evidenceforchristianity.org/what-is-the-context-of-james-516-what-is-the-relationship-between-confession-and-physical-healing/
http://evidenceforchristianity.org/what-is-the-context-of-james-516-what-is-the-relationship-between-confession-and-physical-healing/
http://versebyversecommentary.com/james/james-516/
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There are only two kinds of people in the world: people who are broken and sinful 
and know it and people who are broken and sinful and won’t admit it. When we 
refuse to be real with each other, it creates all kinds of fears in our lives and 
isolates us from each other. It is a roadblock to intimacy, and it creates insecurity. 
 
God wired us to need each other. You need a friend who’s going to love you 
unconditionally and won’t think less of you when you share your guilt with them. If 
you’re not in a small group, you probably don’t know anybody like that. If you’re 
in a small group, you need to find one person you can share your heart with. 
http://rickwarren.org/devotional/english/when-we-confess-we-begin-to-heal  

 

THE BIBLICAL BASIS OF HEALING IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 
 
AN OVERVIEW  
 
Healing and deliverance are expanded to a new dimension in the New Testament 
record through the examples of Jesus and the first Church.  
 
THE EXAMPLE OF JESUS:  
 
In the New Testament, Jesus is the believer's model of faith and practice. His 
healing and deliverance ministry is the pattern that you should follow  
in your own ministry. Out of 3,774 verses in the four New Testament  
Gospels, 484 relate specifically to the healing of physical and mental  
illnesses and the resurrection of the dead. In Mark, 209 verses out of 666  
relate to the miracles of Jesus. Of the 1,257 narrative verses in the  
Gospels 484 (38.5 percent) are devoted to describing healing miracles.  
 
Jesus spoke the words of God in His ministry:  
 
"...I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these  
things." (John 8:28)  
 
Jesus did the work and will of God:  
 
"For I came down from Heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of  
Him that sent me." (John 6:38)  
 
"I must work the works of Him that sent me, while it is day: the night  
cometh, when no man can work." (John 9:4)  
 
"...My meat is to do the will of Him that sent me, and to finish His  
work." (John 4:34)  
 
The purpose of Jesus was to destroy the works of the enemy including sin,  
sickness, and bondage:  
 
"...For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy  

http://rickwarren.org/devotional/english/when-we-confess-we-begin-to-heal
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the works of the Devil." (1 John 3:8)  
 
The works Jesus did pleased the Father:  
  
"...for I do always those things that please Him." (John 8:29)  
 
This means that when you minister healing and deliverance as Jesus did  
you are pleasing the Father, speaking His Word, doing His will, and destroying the 
work of the enemy.  
 
There are several New Testament references where Jesus healed everyone  
present:  
 
- Acts 10:38  
- Luke 4:40; 6:17-19; 9:11  
- Matthew 4:23-25; 9:6,35; 10:1; 12:15; 14:14,34-6  
 
Jesus healed many types of diseases:  
 
- Epilepsy  
- Dropsy  
- Deaf and dumb  
- Palsy or paralysis  
- Chronic hemorrhage  
- Demonized  
- Withered hand (deformities or paralysis)  
- Blind  
- Infirmities  
- Restoration of an ear that was cut off  
- Raising of the dead  
- Maimed (as used in Mark 9:43, clearly this indicates a limb gone)  
 
Compassion was the motivating emotion in the healing ministry of Jesus  
 
(for examples see Matthew 9:36; 12:9-13; 14:14; 18:27; 20:29-34;  
29:34; Mark 1:41; 3:1-5; 5:19; Luke 6:6-10; 7:12-15; 10:33; 14:1-6;  
and John 11:38-44). Other emotions Jesus expressed in the healing  
ministry were grieving, anger, sighing, and weeping. Jesus used various  
methods in healing. Sometimes Jesus called the sick to Him (Mark 3:1-6).  
Other times they called for Him (see the story of the Centurion's servant in  
Matthew 8:5-13; Luke 7:1-10 and the healing of Jarius' daughter in  
Matthew 9:18-19; 23-26). Jesus dealt with the whole man, not just the  
physical condition. He taught forgiveness of sin and healing together. Sometimes 
He healed first, then forgave sin (see Luke 17:9 and John  5:14). Other times He 
forgave sins first, then healed (see Mark 2:1-12). Sometimes healings occurred 
without faith on the part of the sick person (at least it was not mentioned):  
  
- Lazarus: John 11:1-44  
- Malachi's ear: Luke 22:50-51  
- Gadarean maniac: Mark 5:1-20  
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- Deaf and dumb man: Mark 7:32-35  
- Peter's mother-in-law: Luke 4:38-39  
- Widow's son: Luke 7:12-15  
- Man with withered hand: Mark 3:1-5  
- Man born blind: John 9:1-7  
- Daughter of Abraham: Luke 13:10-13  
- The nobleman's son: John 4:46-50  
- Centurion's servant: Matthew 8:513  
- Syrophoenician's daughter: Matthew 15:21-28  
- Jarius' daughter: Mark 5:35-43  
 
Sometimes healings occurred because of faith on the part of an individual:  
 
- Two blind men: Matthew 9:27-31  
- A leper: Matthew 8:2-4; 20:29-34; Mark 1:40-44  
- Ten lepers: Luke 17:11-19  
- Two blind men: Matthew 20:29-34  
- Blind Bartimaeus: Mark 10:46-52; Luke 18:35-43  
- Woman with issue of blood: Matthew 9:20-22; Mark 5:25-34; Luke  
8:43-48  
 
Sometimes healing occurred because of faith of others:  
 
- The Centurion's servant: Matthew 8:5-13  
- The nobleman's son: John 4:46-53  
- Four who brought the palsied man: Matthew 9:1-8; Mark 2:1-12; Luke  
5:17-26  
- The Syrophoenician's daughter: Matthew 15:21-28  
- Dumb possessed with devil: Matthew 9:32-33  
- Blind/dumb, possessed: Matthew 12:22-23  
- Jarius' daughter: Mark 5:35-43  
- Deaf and dumb man: Mark 7:32  
- Blind man: Mark 8:22-26  
 
Jesus used different verbal methods in healing. Sometimes He spoke the  
word of pronouncement only:  
 
- Daughter of Abraham: Luke 13:10-13  
- Nobleman's son: John 4:46-50  
  
- Blind Bartimaeus: Mark 10:46-52  
- The two blind men: Matthew 9:27-31 - Centurion's servant: Matthew 8:5-13  
 
Sometimes He spoke the Word of command:  
 
- The man with palsy: Luke 5:17-26  
- Jarius' daughter: Mark 5:22-24, 35-43  
 
Sometimes Jesus combined command and touch:  
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- The leper: Matthew 8:2-4  
- The two blind men: Matthew 9:27-31  
- Peter's mother-in-law: Luke 1:38-39  
- Deaf and dumb man: Luke 7:32-35  
- The widow's son: Luke 7:12-15  
- Daughter of Abraham: Luke 13:10-13 Sometimes Jesus prayed:  
- Peter's mother-in-law: Luke 4:38-39  
- The deaf and dumb man: Mark 7:32-35  
- The widow's son: Luke 7:12-15  
- Lazarus: John 11:38-44  
- The man with withered hand: Mark 3:1-5  
 
It was not necessary for Jesus to be physically present with the ill in order  
to heal. He healed from a distance:  
 
- The Centurion's servant: Matthew 8:5-13  
- The nobleman's son: John 4:46-50  
- Daughter of Syrophoenician woman: Matthew 15:21-28  
 
Jesus often commanded the sick to do something as part of the healing  
process:  
 
- The man with the withered hand was told to "stretch it forth": Luke  
6:6-11  
- The paralyzed man at Bethesda was told to "rise, take up thy bed and  
walk": John 5:1-9  
- The nobleman with a sick son was told "go thy way": John 4:46-54  
- The ten lepers were told to show themselves to the priest: Luke  
17:11-19  
- A blind man was told to wash in the pool of Siloam: John 9:7  
 
Jesus ministered healing in both public (groups and in the synagogue) and  
in private settings (homes and individual contacts).  
 
Jesus used unusual "material" items such as:  
 
- Spit - Mud  
- Fingers in ears  
- Hem of His garment  
- Washing in water  
 
Sometimes the sick touched Him:  
 
- Daughter of Jairus: Mark 5:23-24  
- The multitudes: Luke 6:17-19  
- The multitudes: Mark 3:10  
- Whoever touched Him: Mark 6:56  
 
Sometimes He touched the sick:  
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- Two blind men: Matthew 9:27-31  
- People with various diseases: Luke 4:40  
- Leper: Luke 5:13  
- Woman with spirit of infirmity: Luke 13:10-13  
 
The instructions Jesus gave following healings were varied. For example, Peter's 
mother-in-law got up from her bed and ministered to those in the house. Jesus 
called for food to be given to Jarius' daughter.  
 
The healings of Jesus occurred in various locations:  
 
- In and around homes  
- Open meetings: In streets, by pools, hillsides, boats  
- Funerals  
- Graveyards  
- The temple  
- At mealtime gatherings  
- En route to other destinations  
- In gardens  
 
There were varied responses to the miracles and healings:  
 
-         Amazement - Fear of God  
- Controversy  
- Rejection by family and religious leaders  
- Demons crying out  
- Anger  
- Popularity  
- Glorifying God  
- Questioning: "What is this?"  
- Discussion (both report and rumor)  
- Household salvation  
 
In summary, as we consider the healing ministry of Jesus as the example for our 
own ministries we find that Jesus spoke the words of God and did  
the works of God during His earthly ministry. Healing and deliverance were part of 
His words and work.  
 
Sometimes Jesus healed everyone present. At other times, He healed  
specific individuals. He healed many different types of diseases and used  
various methods of ministry. Sometimes healings occurred without faith on  
the part of the sick. At other times it occurred because of the faith of the  
sick or their friends or relatives. Jesus ministered healing wherever He  
went and His ministry was marked by compassion. His ministry received a  
variety of reactions from the people and the religious and political leaders of the 
time.  
 
This same Jesus moves among us to save and heal today. Remember that  
"as many as received Him...were born of God" (John 1:12-13) and as "many as 
touched Him were made whole" (Mark 6:56).  
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THE EXAMPLE OF THE EARLY CHURCH:  
 
The example of the early Church also provides a model for our healing and  
deliverance ministry. The disciples were both commissioned and sent by  
Jesus to the healing ministry. The disciples did as they had been  
commissioned to do, and expected Jesus to do what He promised (for examples 
see Acts 3:4-7; 8:4-8; 28:3-6).  
 
The disciples understood that power and authority to heal was not their  
own but from Christ (Acts 3:4-7; 9:17-18). Prayer was part of their  
healing ministry (Acts 4:23-31; 9:40-41; 28:8; and James 5:16). There were both 
intercessory and charismatic healing prayers (Acts 3:4-7 and James 5:14-16).  
 
The disciples experienced delayed healings. Study the examples of  
  
Epaphroditus in Philippians 2:25-30; Timothy in 1 Timothy 5:23; and  
Trophimus in 2 Corinthians 8:18-22.  
 
Like Jesus, the disciples experienced persecution because of their healing ministry 
(Acts 4:3,29; 5:17-18; 6:9-15; 7:1-60).  
 
There were various methods of healing recorded in Acts that include:  
 
- Laying on of hands: 5:12; 14:3; 19:11; 28:8  
- Words combined with laying on of hands: Lame man, 3:1-10; Paul's  
eyes, 9:17-19  
- Words combined with lifting up by hand: Lame man, 3:1-42; Paul's eyes,  
9:36-43  
- Speaking the Word (command of authority): Slave girl, 16:18; Lystra  
cripple, 14:10  
- Prayer: Paul's eyes, 9:36-43; Publius' father, 28:8-9  
- Prayer clothes: 19:11-12  
- Shadow: 5:12-16  
- Embrace: 19:12  
- Surrounding: 14:19-20  
- No method at all: 14:19-20  
- Word and a command to act: Aeneas, 9:33-34; lame man, chapter 3.  
 
Sometimes healing resulted because:  
 
- The sick took the initiative: Lame man at the temple gate, Acts 3:3  
- Friends took the initiative: Tabitha, Acts 9:38  
- The apostle took the initiative:  
 
- Peter: Aeneas at Lydia, Acts 9:34 -  
-         Paul: Cripple at Lystra, Acts 14:9  
- Paul: Philippian slave girl, Acts 16:18  
- Paul: Eutychus, Acts 20:10  
- Paul: Publius' father, Acts 28:8  
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Individual Healings By Disciples  
 
Event Acts Type  
Healing of lame beggar 3:1-4:22 Physical  
Paul's eyes 9:10-19; 22:10-21 Physical  
Peter heals Aeneas 9:32-35 Physical  
Peter heals Dorcas (Tabitha) 9:36-43 Raising Dead  
Lame man at Lystra 14:8-18 Physical  
Paul raised at Lystra 14:19-20 Physical  
Slave girl at Philippi 16:16-40 Demonic Deliverance  
Eutychus 20:7-12 Raising Dead Paul's Snakebite 28:3-6 Physical  
Publius' father 28:8-9 Physical  
Collective Healings By Disciples Acts  
Many wonders and signs 2:42-47  
Prayer for confidence and healing signs 4:23-31  
Many healed in Jerusalem 5:12-16  
Stephen performs many miracles 6:8-15  
Philip heals many at Samaria 8:5-25  
Paul and Barnabas work signs and wonders 14:3  
Paul heals sick at Ephesus 19:11-12  
Sick people healed at Malta 28:8-9  
Types Of Illnesses Healed In The book Of Acts Acts  
Fever and bloody flux: Plubius' father 28:8  
Blindness: Paul 9:8  
Head injury (dead): Eutychus 20:9  
Fatal illness: Tabitha 9:37  
Paralysis: Aeneas 9:33  
Lameness: "many lame" 3:2; 8:7; 14:8  
Demonic possession: Philippi 16:16-40  
Snakebite: Paul 28:3-6  
 
(Many other unidentified illnesses in the crowds were also healed.)  
 
How Healings Occurred In The Book Of Acts  
 
Healings were sometimes performed in response to a request:  
 
- Of a sick man lame, Acts 3:2  
- Of friends (Tabitha), Acts 9:38  
 
Healing resulted as response to a need:  
 
- Aeneas the paralyzed, Acts 9:33  
- Eutychus, Acts 20:10  
- Publius' father, Acts 28:8  
- The sick on Malta, Acts 28:9  
 
Healing resulted as a response to faith:  
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- Cripple at Lystra, Acts 14:9  
  
Healing also resulted as a reaction to vexation:  
 
- Philippian slave girl, Acts 16:18  
 
THE TREE OF HEALING  
 
In Revelation 22:2, John describes a tree in the New Jerusalem whose leaves are 
for the healing of the nations. Its source is the water of life  
which:  
 
- Is pure  
- Is clear as crystal  
- Flows from the throne of God and the Lamb  
 
The location of the tree is in the holy city, on either side of the river, in the  
midst of the street. It is described as:  
 
- A tree of life  
- Bearing 12 fruits  
- Never barren, as it bears monthly  
- Having leaves which are for the healing of the nations  
 
The overcomers are allowed to eat of this tree (Revelation 2:7; 2:14). The  
results of eating are:  
 
- No more curse: Revelation 22:3  
- The nations serve God: Revelation 22:3  
- No more inner hurts, death, sorrow, crying, pain, bad memories (former  
things passed away): Revelation 21:4 - All things are new: Revelation 21:5  
 
Various other translations of the Bible indicate this tree served as medicine  
(Weymouth); to heal (Moffat); and contained the remedy to heal (Williams).  
 
EXPOSITION OF JAMES 5:13-18  
 
People respond to trouble in one of two ways:  
 
1. Some view trouble as affliction: If you are afflicted (trials, persecutions, 
temptations) you are to pray for yourself. You can ask others to pray with  
you, but they are not called to pray your troubles away. The Scripture says you are 
to pray when you are afflicted because you need to learn by  
praying yourself through trials and temptations how to be an overcomer.  
 
2. Some view trouble as joy: Their joy is not because of the trouble itself,  
but in the midst of trouble they are still able to rejoice in the Lord, knowing that 
He is working in and through the circumstances.  
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The elders are to be called to pray for the sick. Note that it is more than one 
elder. This way the glory for healing goes to God rather than man. The sick are to 
call the elders as an act of faith and prayer is to be offered. It is to be a prayer of 
faith, fervent, and offered by a righteous man. Elijah is used as an example of a 
righteous man who knew how to pray the prayer of faith with fervency. For 
background see I Kings 17:1; 18:1; and Luke 4:25. The sick are to be saved (from 
their physical sickness), raised up (return of strength), and forgiven of sin (spiritual 
healing).  
 
This passage shows that a direct link between sin and sickness exists in  
some cases (see also Psalms 41:4). There are spiritual, as well as physical,  
dimensions to healing. It also demonstrates how we work in partnership with the 
Lord. We minister and He raises up.  
 
INDIVIDUAL HEALINGS OF JESUS  
 
Where Demonic Influence Is Not Mentioned  
 
Matthew Mark Luke John  
 
Peter's mother-in-law 8:14-15 1:30-31 4:38-39  
Leper 8:2-4; 1:40-42; 5:12-13  
Paralytic 9:1;-8:35; 2:1-12; 5:17-26  
Man with withered hand 12:9-13; 3:1-5; 6:6-11  
Jarius' daughter 9:18-19, 23-26; 5:22-24, 35-43; 8:41-42, 49-56  
Deaf and dumb man 7:32-37  
Blind man 8:22-26  
Blind Bartimaeus 20:30-34; 10:46-52; 18:35-43  
Centurion's servant 8:5-13; 7:1-10  
Two blind men 9:27-30  
Widow's son 7:11-15  
Man with dropsy 14:1-6  
Ten lepers 17:11-19  
Servant's ear 22:49-51  
Nobleman's son 4:46-53  
Invalid 5:1-47  
Man born blind 9:1-14  
Lazarus 11:1-44  
Woman in adultery 8:1-11  
Sinful woman 7:36-50  
 
 
HEALINGS BY JESUS OF LARGE NUMBERS OF PEOPLE  
 
Matthew Mark Luke  
 
Many in Galilee 4:23-24; 3:7-12; 6:17-19  
The crowds at Peter's door 8:16;-17 1:32-34; 4:40-41  
Many demons 1:39  
Crowds after healing leper 5:14-16  
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Various people 13:32  
Multitudes 9:35; 12:15-21; 3:10-11  
Following question by John Baptist 11:2-6; 7:18-23  
Before feeding of 5,000 14:13;14 9:11  
Crowd at Gennesaret 14:34-36; 6:53-56  
Before feeding of 4,000 15:19-31  
Crowds beyond Jordan 19:1-2  
Blind and lame in temple 21:14  
Some sick at Nazareth 13:53;58 6:1-6  
 
GENERAL STATEMENTS ON CHRIST AS HEALER  
 
Matthew Mark John  
 
Healing all kinds of sickness and diseases 4:23; 9:35-6  
Healing all who touched him 6:56  
Healing all who were oppressed by the devil 10:38  
Many other things 20:30-31  
 
COMPARISON OF THE MIRACLES OF THE DISCIPLES AND JESUS  
  
Healing and miracles did not end with Jesus Christ. This chart illustrates  
that the disciples did the works of Jesus:  
 
Incident Acts Of Peter Acts of Paul  
Healing lame At Gate At Lystra Acts 3:1 Acts 14:8  
Curing bedridden Aeneas: Father of  
Bedridden Publius in 8 years bed with fever Acts 9:32 Acts 28:7  
Unusual points of contact Shadow Handkerchiefs/garment Aprons Acts 5:12 Acts 
19:11  
Crowds are healed Acts 5:16, Acts 28:9  
Dead are raised Acts 9:36, Acts 20:7  
 
THE HEALING MIRACLES OF JESUS  
 
Healing Miracles Matthew Mark Luke John  
1. Cleansing of a Leper 8:2; 1:40 5:12  
2. Healing a Centurion's Servant 8:5 7:1  
3. Healing Peter's Mother-in-law 8:14; 1:30; 4:38  
4. Healing the Sick at evening 8:16; 1:32; 4:40  
5. Healing a paralytic 9:2; 2:3; 5:18  
6. Healing the Hemorrhaging woman 9:20; 5:25; 8:43  
7. Healing Two Blind Men 9:27  
8. Healing a Man's Withered Hand 12:9; 3:1 6:6  
9. Healing the Gentile Woman's Daughter 15:21; 7:24  
10. Healing the Epileptic Boy 17:14; 9:17 9:38 11.  
11. Healing Two Blind Men 20:30; 10:46; 18:35  
12. Healing a Deaf Mute 7:31  
13. Healing a Blind Paralytic at Bethsaida 8:22  
14. Healing the Infirm, Bent Woman 13:11  
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15. Healing the Man with Dropsy 14:1  
16. Cleansing the Ten Lepers 17:11 17.  
17. Restoring a Servant's Ear 22:51  
18. Healing the Nobleman's Son (of fever) 4:46  
19. Healing an Infirm Man at Bethesda 5:1  
20. Healing the Man born blind 9:1  
 
Resurrections  
  
1. Raising the Ruler's Daughter 9:18,23; 5:22,35; 8:40,49  
2. Raising of a Widow's Son at Nain 7:11  
3. Raising of Lazarus 11:43  
 
Casting out Demons  
 
1. Demons Entering a Herd of Swine 8:28; 5:1 8:26  
2. Curing a Demon-possessed Mute 9:32  
3. Casting Out an Unclean Spirit 1:23; 4:33  
4. Curing a Demon-possessed Man 12:22; 11:14  
 
GROUP HEALINGS BY THE DISCIPLES  
 
Many Wonders and Signs: Acts 2:42-47  
 
The result of these signs and wonders was that the Lord added daily to the  
church. Note the lifestyle of believers, which accompanied this  
demonstration of God's power through them:  
 
- Unity  
- Daily ministering in the temple and homes  
- Continuing in sound doctrine  
- Fear of the Lord  
- Fellowship  
- Communion  
- Prayers  
- Simple lifestyle  
- Concern for the needy  
- Good reputation - Praise  
-      Singleness of heart (single purpose and vision)  
 
Prayer for Confidence and Healing Signs: Acts 4:23-31  
 
This prayer was prayed as a result of persecution that arose because of the  
healing ministry. The disciples asked that they would be able to speak the Word 
with boldness and that by the hand of God and in the name of Jesus healing, signs, 
and wonders would confirm the ministry of the Word.  
 
Many Healed In Jerusalem: Acts 5:12-16  
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The sick and those vexed with unclean spirits were healed by the laying on of 
hands and even by the shadow of the disciples.  
 
Stephen Performs Many Miracles: Acts 6:8-15  
 
Stephen was full of faith, power, great wisdom, and spirit in his words. God 
performed wonders and miracles through him.  
 
Philip Heals Many at Samaria: Acts 8:5-8  
 
Miracles and signs were demonstrated. Those with unclean spirits, palsies, and 
lameness were mentioned specifically as receiving healing. There was great joy in 
the city because of the Gospel and the demonstration of God's power. The healings 
and miracles permitted further follow-up ministry by Peter and John.  
 
Paul And Barnabas Work Signs and Wonders: Acts 14:3  
 
These men spoke boldly and the Lord gave testimony to the Word with signs and 
wonders.  
 
Paul Heals Sick at Ephesus: Acts 19:11-12  
 
Paul did special miracles in Ephesus. Handkerchiefs and aprons he used were sent 
to the sick and resulted in diseases departing and evil spirits being cast out. Note 
that miracles were so common in the early church that the writer had to 
distinguish these as "special" miracles.  
 
Sick People Healed at Malta: Acts 28:8-9  
 
Others also came for healing after the healing of the father of Publius. Healing was 
a powerful tool for evangelism in this island.  
  
Miscellaneous: Hebrews 2:4  
 
God bore witness to His Word with signs, wonders, and divers (different) miracles.  
 
RECORDED RESULTS OF HEALING IN ACTS  
 
- Great joy: 8:5-25  
- Fear: 2:43  
- Church growth: 2:42-47; 5:14  
- Wonder and amazement: 3:10-11  
- Raising up of great leaders (Paul): 9:10-19  
- Evangelism: 4:4; 8:5-25; 9:35-43  
- Follow up ministry: 9:35  
- Word of God verified: 14:3  
- Glory to God: 4:21  
- Validation of the ministry and men even though they were unlearned: 4:13  
- Evidence against which no argument could stand: 4:14-16  
- Elimination of sorcerers: 8:5-25  
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- Mass ministry to large crowds: 5:16; 28:8-9  
- Misplaced adoration and praise, which had to be corrected: 3:12-13; 14:8-18  
- Opportunity to preach the Word to leaders: Chapters 3, 4, and 7  
- Persecution: The entire church was persecuted, as were Paul, Silas, Stephen, 
Peter, John, and James. 
http://www.gjm.org/healing1.pdf  

 
CIRCUMCISION 
 

GENESIS 17:10-11  
‘This is My covenant, which you shall keep, between Me and you and your 
descendants after you: every male among you shall be circumcised. And you shall 
be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskin, and it shall be the sign of the 
covenant between Me and you’ 
 
ROMANS 2:25-29 
For circumcision indeed is of value if you obey the law, but if you break the law, 
your circumcision becomes uncircumcision. So, if a man who is uncircumcised 
keeps the precepts of the law, will not his uncircumcision be regarded as 
circumcision? Then he who is physically uncircumcised but keeps the law will 
condemn you who have the written coded and circumcision but break the law. For 
no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and 
physical. But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, by 
the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man but from God.’ 
 

Circumcision is the surgical removal of the prepuce, or foreskin, of a male. The 
word circumcise literally means “to cut around.” As a religious rite, circumcision 
was required of all of Abraham’s descendants as a sign of the covenant God made 
with him (Genesis 17:9–14; Acts 7:8). The Mosaic Law repeated the requirement 
(Leviticus 12:2–3), and Jews throughout the centuries have continued to practice 
circumcision (Joshua 5:2–3; Luke 1:59; Acts 16:3; Philippians 3:5). There are 
different issues involved in the question of whether or not males today should be 
circumcised. One issue is that of religious teaching: what does the Bible, God’s 
Word, say? Another issue is, as a matter of health, should males be circumcised? 
The Christian view of circumcision is probably best described as a combination of 
the two. 
 
Concerning the first issue, New Testament Christians are no longer under the Old 
Testament Law, and circumcision is no longer required. This is brought out in a 
number of New Testament passages, among which are Acts 15; Galatians 2:1–3; 
5:1–11; 6:11–16; 1 Corinthians 7:17–20; Colossians 2:8–12; and Philippians 3:1–3. As 
these passages proclaim, being delivered from our sins is the result of faith in 
Christ; it is Christ’s finished work on the cross that saves, not the observance of an 
external rite. Even the Law acknowledged that circumcision alone was insufficient 
to please God, who specified the need to “circumcise your hearts” (Deuteronomy 
10:16; cf. Romans 2:29). In salvation, the works of the flesh accomplish nothing 
(see Galatians 2:16). 
 
In Acts 16:3, Paul had a missionary helper, Timothy, circumcised. Timothy was 

http://www.gjm.org/healing1.pdf
http://biblehub.com/esv/romans/2.htm#footnotes
http://www.gotquestions.org/Abrahamic-covenant.html
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2017.9%E2%80%9314
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%207.8
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lev%2012.2%E2%80%933
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Josh%205.2%E2%80%933
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%201.59
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2016.3
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil%203.5
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2015
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal%202.1%E2%80%933
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Galatians%205.1%E2%80%9311
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Galatians%206.11%E2%80%9316
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%207.17%E2%80%9320
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col%202.8%E2%80%9312
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil%203.1%E2%80%933
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%2010.16
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Deut%2010.16
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%202.29
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gal%202.16
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2016.3
http://www.gotquestions.org/life-Timothy.html
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half-Jewish, and Paul circumcised him so that he would not be a hindrance as they 
sought to reach out to unsaved Jews. Although the Bible did not require Timothy to 
be circumcised, it was something he did willing for the sake of reaching the Jews. 
However, as Paul states unequivocally in Galatians, circumcision does not aid 
either salvation or sanctification in Christ. Of course, the incident with Timothy 
does not directly apply today because Christians need not be circumcised in order 
to reach unbelievers, whether Jews or Gentiles. Once again, the principle of the 
circumcision of the heart is at the heart of the matter. 
 

There are practical issues involved with circumcision as well. Some parents have 
their sons circumcised so that they will look like all the other males in their 
culture. Some parents are concerned that their son would someday be in a locker 
room and find himself different from everyone else. In some cultures, though, 
males are not commonly circumcised. There is also the issue of health. Doctors 
debate back and forth in regard to whether there are any health benefits to 
circumcision. Any parents with such concerns should definitely speak with a doctor 
in regards to this issue. 

http://www.gotquestions.org/circumcision.html  

When is circumcision done? 
 
Circumcision is usually performed on the first or second day after birth. (Among 
the Jewish population, circumcision is performed on the eighth day.) The 
procedure becomes more complicated and riskier in older babies, children, and 
men. 
 
How is circumcision done? 
 
During a circumcision, the foreskin is freed from the head of the penis, and the 
excess foreskin is clipped off. If done in the newborn period, the procedure takes 
about five to 10 minutes. Adult circumcision takes about one hour. The 
circumcision generally heals in five to seven days. 
 
Is circumcision necessary? 
 
The use of circumcision for medical or health reasons is an issue that continues to 
be debated. The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) found that the health 
benefits of newborn male circumcision outweigh the risks, but the benefits are not 
great enough to recommend universalnewborn circumcision. The procedure may be 
recommended in older boys and men to treat phimosis (the inability to retract the 
foreskin) or to treat an infection of the penis. 
 
Parents should talk with their doctor about the benefits and risks of the procedure 
before making a decision regarding circumcision of a male child. Other factors, 
such as your culture, religion, and personal preference, will also be involved in 
your decision. 
 
What are the benefits of circumcision? 

http://www.gotquestions.org/circumcision.html
http://www.webmd.com/men/video/marks-risks-circumcision
http://www.webmd.com/men/rm-quiz-is-my-penis-normal
http://www.webmd.com/parenting/baby/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/parenting/baby/ss/slideshow-baby-milestones-first-year
http://www.webmd.com/parenting/baby/rm-quiz-newborn-typical
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There is some evidence that circumcision has health benefits, including: 
 A decreased risk of urinary tract infections. 
 A reduced risk of some sexually transmitted diseases in men. 
 Protection against penile cancer and a reduced risk of cervical cancer in female 

sex partners. 
 Prevention of balanitis (inflammation of the glans) and balanoposthitis 

(inflammation of the glans and foreskin). 
 Prevention of phimosis (the inability to retract the foreskin) and paraphimosis 

(the inability to return the foreskin to its original location). 
Circumcision also makes it easier to keep the end of the penis clean. 
Note: Some studies show that good hygiene can help prevent certain problems with 
the penis, including infections and swelling, even if the penis is not circumcised. In 
addition, using a condom during sex will help prevent STDs and other infections. 
  
What are the risks of circumcision? 
Like any surgical procedure, there are risks associated with circumcision. However, 
this risk is low. Problems associated with circumcision include: 
 Pain 
 Risk of bleeding and infection at the site of the circumcision 
 Irritation of the glans 
 Increased risk of meatitis (inflammation of the opening of the penis) 
 Risk of injury to the penis 
http://www.webmd.com/sexual-conditions/guide/circumcision  
 
FEMALE CIRCUMCISION 
 
The custom of female circumcision is non-biblical, and should not be confused with 
biblical circumcision of males, where only the foreskin is removed. Female 
circumcision, however, actually removes part of a woman's genitalia, rather than 
just skin tissue. Female circumcision is simply mutilation, and has nothing to do 
with biblical circumcision. 
 
What is the Christian perspective on Female Genital Mutilation? 
 
Female Genital Mutilation is often referred to as "Female Circumcision". In some 
cultures, female genital mutilation is considered a form of religious practice. It is 
believed that such mutilation will preserve virginity in unmarried women, and 
make childbirth safer. Women who undergo such procedures may encounter a wide 
range of health problems including hemorrhage, chronic infection, and damage to 
the surrounding organs. 
 
The Coptic Church opposes the practice of female genital mutilation, and finds it 
contradictory to divine values. The church views are based on the following 
biblical principles:1.Conservation of life, and health. Genesis 1:31 says, "Then God 
saw every thing that He had made, and indeed it was very good." This verse 
presents the goodness of God's creation including man whom He created in His 
image, according to His likeness. Also Genesis 9:5-6 says, "Surely for your lifeblood 
I will demand reckoning; from the hand of every beast I will I require it, and from 
the hand of man. From the hand of every man's brother I will require the life of 

http://www.webmd.com/women/guide/your-guide-urinary-tract-infections
http://www.webmd.com/sexual-conditions/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/cancer/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/cancer/cervical-cancer/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/sex-relationships/default.htm
http://www.webmd.com/sexual-conditions/guide/sexual-health-male-reproductive-problems-penis-disorders
http://www.webmd.com/sex/birth-control/birth-control-condoms
http://www.webmd.com/sex-relationships/rm-quiz-sex-fact-fiction
http://www.webmd.com/sexual-conditions/ss/slideshow-std-pictures-and-facts
http://www.webmd.com/sexual-conditions/guide/circumcision
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man. Whoever sheds man's blood, by man his blood shall be shed; for in the image 
of God He made man." Here God makes man accountable for the destruction of 
human life. 
 
2.Preserving our bodies. I Corinthians 6:15-19 says that our bodies are members of 
Christ, and the temple of the Holy Spirit. Our bodies do not belong to us, and we 
do not have any right to disfigure it in any way. Because female genital mutilation 
is detrimental to health, threatening to life, and harmful to sexual function, it 
contradicts the will of God. 
 
3.Violating God's blessing of the marriage. Proverbs 5:18 says, "Let your fountain 
be blessed, and rejoice with the wife of your youth." Marriage is and has been a 
universal practice for almost every civilized culture throughout history, yet it is 
considered a sacrament in the Orthodox Church. The practice of female genital 
mutilation defiles the Creator's intent for marriage. 
 
4.Healthy reproduction. For married couples, the gift of this union may be further 
blessed by the birth of children. In Psalms 128:3 it says, "Your wife shall be like a 
fruitful vine in the very heart of your house, your children like olive plants all 
around the table." The fact that healthy childbirth is threatened by female genital 
mutilation adds to the opposition of this practice. 
Thus the practice of female genital mutilation is found to be contrary to divinely 
revealed principles.  
 
Our responsibility:1.Showing empathetic care. Love for the neighbor prompts 
Christians to care with compassion for those who have experienced physical and 
emotional trauma caused by female genital mutilation. 
 
2.Sharing the facts. As Christians we should share our beliefs regarding female 
genital mutilation. John 8:31-32 says, "If you abide in My word, you are My 
disciples indeed, and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free." 
 
3.Following God's principals. Although we respect cultural differences, God's 
principals surpass these traditions. Matthew 15:3 says, "Why do you also transgress 
the commandment of God because of your tradition?" Also Acts 5:29 says, "We 
ought to obey God rather than man. 
https://www.suscopts.org/q&a/index.php?qid=1330&catid=629 

  

https://www.suscopts.org/q&a/index.php?qid=1330&catid=629
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COMMANDMENT – QUARANTINE PEOPLE WHO HAVE INFECTIOUS DISEASES  

 

LEVITICUS 13:33   
‘Not to shave a leprous scab. Do not shave the diseased area and the priest is to 
keep the person isolated for another seven days.’ 

 

Back in the time this verse was written, there were no medical services.  So, to 
stop diseases spreading, it was essential that the area around the disease was 
shaved.  So, if there was only a scab left, it was still necessary to shave your hair 
to stop the disease’s spread.  The hair on the scab was not shaved because by not 
so helps the disease to be contained and the body to heal itself and the scab head 
is not taken off, thus prolonging the disease recovery.  By keeping a person in 
isolation, also helps stop the spread of the disease and helps the body from being 
infected by others. 

 

DEUTERONOMY 24:8  

‘Not to cut or cauterize (remove) other signs of leprosy.’ 

http://biblehub.com/topical/l/leprosy.htm  

http://www.studylight.org/dictionaries/hbd/view.cgi?n=1622  
 
Leprosy was also often used as a general term to mean any disease. 
http://www.gotquestions.org/spiritual-warfare.html  
 
Leviticus 13 and Infectious Diseases 
 
In numerous instances the Bible contains medical information that far predates 
man's actual discoveries of related principles in the field of medicine. The medical 
instructions given by Moses to the Israelites some 3500 years ago were not only far 
superior to the practices of contemporary cultures, they also exceeded medical 
standards practiced as recently as 100 years ago. Where did Moses get this 
advanced information? Following are some examples of the medical knowledge 
afforded the Israelites in biblical times: 
Sanitary Practices 
 
For centuries doctors denied the possibility that disease could be transmitted by 
invisible agents. However, in the late 19th century Louis Pasteur demonstrated in 
his Germ Theory of Disease that most infectious diseases were caused by 
microorganisms originating from outside the body. This new understanding of 
germs and their means of transmission led to improved sanitary standards that 
resulted in an enormous drop in the mortality rate. Yet these core principles of 
sanitation were being practiced by the Israelites thousands of years earlier. 
  
The Israelites were instructed to wash themselves and their clothes in running 
water if they had a bodily discharge, if they came in contact with another person's 
discharge, or if they had touched a dead human or animal carcass. They were also 
instructed to wash any uncovered vessels that were in the vicinity of a dead body, 

http://biblehub.com/topical/l/leprosy.htm
http://www.studylight.org/dictionaries/hbd/view.cgi?n=1622
http://www.gotquestions.org/spiritual-warfare.html
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and if a dead carcass touched a vessel it was to be destroyed. Items recovered 
during war were also to be purified through either fire or running water. In 
addition, the Israelites were instructed to bury their human waste outside of 
camp, and to burn the waste of their animals (See Numbers 19:3-22, Lev. 11:1-47; 
15:1-33, Deut 23:12).  
 
These sanitary practices without question saved countless lives in the Israelite 
camps by protecting them against infection caused by unseen germs. Meanwhile, 
their Egyptian peers were dying by the thousands due to "remedies" that almost 
always consisted of some amount of human or animal dung1. As mentioned earlier, 
the sound sanitary practices that we take for granted today only began to flourish 
about a 100 years ago. 
 
Bacteria 
 
Some time after I wrote these web pages, a Bible skeptic unwittingly showed me 
yet another example of advanced scientific/medical knowledge in the Bible. He 
posted a message on a discussion board that ridiculed some verses in Leviticus 13 
and 14 that mention leprosy on walls and on garments. He felt this was silly and an 
error since leprosy is a human disease. What this skeptic was unaware of is the 
fact that leprosy is a bacteria, a living organism, that certainly can survive on walls 
and garments! In fact, the Medic-Planet.com encyclopedia notes that leprosy "can 
survive three weeks or longer outside the human body, such as in dust or on 
clothing"2. It is no wonder that God commanded the Levitical priests to burn the 
garments of leprosy victims! (Leviticus 13:52) 
 
Laws of Quarantine 
 
In the same Med-Planet encyclopedia cited above we read that "It was not until 
1873 that leprosy could be shown to be infectious rather than hereditary."2 Of 
course God knew this all along, as His laws to Moses reveal (Leviticus 13, 14, 22, 
Numbers 19:20). His instructions regarding quarantine to prevent the spread of 
leprosy and other infectious diseases are nothing short of remarkable, considering 
that this life-saving practice was several thousand years ahead of its time. Infected 
persons were instructed to isolate themselves outside the camp until healed, and 
were to shave and wash thoroughly. The priests that administered care were 
instructed to change their clothes and wash thoroughly after inspecting a plague 
victim.  
 
It should be re-emphasized that the Israelites were the only culture to practice 
quarantine until the last century, when medical advances finally demonstrated the 
importance of sanitation and isolation during plagues. The devastating black 
plague of the 14th century that claimed millions of lives was not broken until the 
church fathers in Vienna began encouraging the public to start following the 
guidelines as set forth in the Bible. The promising results in Vienna compelled 
other cities to follow suit, and the dreaded plague was finally eradicated. 
 
The First Antiseptic 
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Hyssop oil was charged by God to Moses to be used as a purifying agent. Hyssop oil 
has been shown to contain 50% antifungal and antibacterial agents (Numbers 
19:18, Psalm 51:7). 
http://www.bibleevidences.com/medical.htm  
 
The basic principles remain, only the procedure has changed because we longer 
have Levitical priests, for we are all priests. 
 
Clothing With Infections 
 
LEVITICUS 13:47-48  
‘When a garment has a mark of leprosy in it, whether it is a wool garment or a 
linen garment, whether in warp or woof, of linen or of wool, whether in leather 
or in any article made of leather,…’ 
 
It is well known that infectious diseases, such as scarlet fever, measles, the 
plague, are latently imbibed and carried by the clothes. But the language of this 
passage clearly indicates a disease to which clothes themselves were subject, and 
which was followed by effects on them analogous to those which malignant leprosy 
produces on the human body--for similar regulations were made for the rigid 
inspection of suspected garments by a priest as for the examination of a leprous 
person. It has long been conjectured and recently ascertained by the use of a lens, 
that the leprous condition of swine is produced by myriads of minute insects 
engendered in their skin; and regarding all leprosy as of the same nature, it is 
thought that this affords a sufficient reason for the injunction in the Mosaic law to 
destroy the clothes in which the disease, after careful observation, seemed to 
manifest itself. Clothes are sometimes seen contaminated by this disease in the 
West Indies and the southern parts of America [WHITLAW, Code of Health]; and it 
may be presumed that, as the Hebrews were living in the desert where they had 
not the convenience of frequent changes and washing, the clothes they wore and 
the skin mats on which they lay, would be apt to breed infectious vermin, which, 
being settled in the stuff, would imperceptibly gnaw it and leave stains similar to 
those described by Moses. It is well known that the wool of sheep dying of disease, 
if it had not been shorn from the animal while living, and also skins, if not 
thoroughly prepared by scouring, are liable to the effects described in this 
passage. The stains are described as of a greenish or reddish color, according, 
perhaps, to the color or nature of the ingredients used in preparing them; for acids 
convert blue vegetable colors into red and alkalis change then into green 
[BROWN]. It appears, then, that the leprosy, though sometimes inflicted as a 
miraculous judgment (Numbers 12:10 , 2 Kings 5:27 ) was a natural disease, which 
is known in Eastern countries still; while the rules prescribed by the Hebrew 
legislator for distinguishing the true character and varieties of the disease and 
which are far superior to the method of treatment now followed in those regions, 
show the divine wisdom by which he was guided. Doubtless the origin of the 
disease is owing to some latent causes in nature; and perhaps a more extended 
acquaintance with the archæology of Egypt and the natural history of the adjacent 
countries, may confirm the opinion that leprosy results from noxious insects or a 
putrid fermentation. But whatever the origin or cause of the disease, the laws 
enacted by divine authority regarding it, while they pointed in the first instance to 
sanitary ends, were at the same time intended, by stimulating to carefulness 

http://www.bibleevidences.com/medical.htm
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against ceremonial defilement, to foster a spirit of religious fear and inward 
purity. 
http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/jamieson-fausset-
brown/leviticus/leviticus-13.html  

See also http://biblehub.com/topical/l/leprosy.htm  

 
Leprosy is a chronic infectious disease caused by Mycobacterium leprae, an acid-
fast, rod-shaped bacillus. The disease mainly affects the skin, the peripheral 
nerves, mucosa of the upper respiratory tract and also the eyes. Leprosy is curable 
and treatment provided in the early stages averts disability. 
WHO | Leprosy 
www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs101/en/ 

 
JESUS DID NOT HEAL EVERYONE 
 

MATTHEW 13:58  
‘And he did not do many mighty works there, because of their unbelief.’ 
 
Remember the story in the New Testament (Acts 3:1-9) when Peter and John heal 
a lame man?  They are going into the Temple in Jerusalem and see a man lame 
from his mother’s womb. The man asks for money, but Peter and John give him 
something far more valuable.  They heal him “in the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth.” 
 
I’ve always loved this story.  There’s so much there to learn.  Peter and John were 
bold in the Spirit.  Are we?  They were confident that the man would be healed “in 
the name of Jesus Christ.”  Are we as confident of the healing presence of 
Christ?  The man was receptive.  And he thanked God by praising Him and leaping 
as high as he could.  How do we thank God for healing in our lives?  Do we leap for 
joy and praise Him so all can see? 
 
In studying this story again the other day, it suddenly hit me that since this man 
had been lame from birth, he would have been lame during the ministry of Jesus. 
Every day for years, friends had laid him at the Beautiful gate of the Temple.  If he 
was there every day, did he ever see Jesus?  Did Jesus ever see him? The Bible 
doesn’t tell us all the details. It is perhaps possible that Jesus never saw the lame 
man.  He could have always missed him because of the sequence of events. Or 
maybe the Savior saw the man and realized he wasn’t receptive yet to the Gospel 
message. 
Or… 
Maybe Jesus saw him and thought, “Well, I better leave someone for my disciples 
to heal once I’m gone.” All this is obviously a bit presumptive on my part.  I have 
no idea what Jesus was thinking or if he ever saw the man or not, or perceived 
how receptive he was. 
When you read some parts of the Gospels, it sounds like Jesus healed everyone of 
everything wherever he went. “And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, 
teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/jamieson-fausset-brown/leviticus/leviticus-13.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/jamieson-fausset-brown/leviticus/leviticus-13.html
http://biblehub.com/topical/l/leprosy.htm
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs101/en/
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs101/en/
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every sickness and every disease among the people.”(Matthew 9:35) Every sickness 
and every disease.  That’s a lot of healing. 
 
But sometimes, when he came to his hometown of Nazareth, for example, he only 
healed a few sick folks (see Mark 6:1-6) because they only saw him as a carpenter 
and could not fathom the possibility that he was the Messiah.  They were offended 
that he taught with such authority in the synagogue, the Bible tells us. 
“And he could do no mighty work there.”  (Mark 6:5) Was Jesus incapacitated by 
people’s lack of belief, their lack of faith?  Could the Son of God be subject to 
mortal man’s material-mindedness? Of course not. 
 
Jesus came to heal the sick, among other things.  I personally think Jesus could 
have done mightier works there.  Just as he could have asked God to send 12 
legions of angels to rescue him from the crucifixion. (Mark 26:53)   But Jesus never 
acted without instructions from the Father.  He always had the prayer, “not my 
will, but Thine be done,” in his heart if not on his lips. 
He did not perform those mighty works because God did not direct him to.  Jesus 
said, “I can of mine own self do nothing…because I seek not mine own will, but the 
will of the Father which hath sent me.” (John 5:30) Could God have performed 
great miracles in Jesus’ hometown?  Of course. God is omnipotent, always.  But 
would it have been wise for such events to take place where the people were not 
receptive? 
 
I also think Jesus was obeying his own precept here: not to cast his pearls before 
the swine, that animal-like tendency in the human mind that cannot discern the 
spiritual gems in front of it, nor appreciate their worth, therefore recklessly 
trampling them into the earth. 
 
What if he had done some of those “mighty works” which he was famous for, in his 
home town?  How would they have been received by those doubtful disputers?  It 
would have been too much for them to comprehend and interpret correctly with 
their mental attitudes.  They might have disputed Jesus even more.  Or they might 
have become blind and fanatic followers without understanding the truth of who 
Jesus was.  Who knows? It doesn’t mean, however, that at some point in the near 
future, either before or after the crucifixion, that these same home-town folks 
would never come to see that Jesus was indeed the Messiah.  They just couldn’t 
see it at that point.  So the time was not ripe for “mighty works” in their midst. 
 
Just a few sick folks were healed.  Just a few sick folks…healed.  In my book, that 
is still pretty amazing and something to be grateful for. 
 
Back to the lame man at the Temple gate called Beautiful. 
 
As I said, we really don’t know the circumstances surrounding this man’s personal 
encounter with Jesus or lack thereof.  What we do know is that he had an 
encounter with Jesus’ healing ministry, the power of Christ, or what I’ll call the 
Spirit of Jesus (not the personal man).  When Peter commanded him to “rise up 
and walk” in Jesus’ name, he did.  He was healed. 
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I really can’t believe I’m saying this, but I guess it’s a good thing Jesus did not heal 
everyone during his brief three years’ ministry.  He commissioned the Apostles to 
go out and preach the Gospel and heal the sick.  If there were no more sick people 
to heal, how could they have put into practice what Jesus had taught them to 
do?  They had to prove the truth of who Jesus was.  It couldn’t just be words. 
 
The book of Acts tells us of many accounts of healing by the early Christians.  I am 
going out on a limb of assumption to say that some of these same people had heard 
Jesus preach and weren’t healed.  Maybe they weren’t receptive to the ideas 
Jesus was preaching–yet. Why were the man at the Temple gate and all the other 
people healed by those early Christians finally receptive to the power of 
God?  There is one very obvious reason. 
 
The Resurrection! 
 
Jesus’ resurrection ripped the veil from the Temple which covered the Holy of 
Holies.  He destroyed mankind’s sense of separation from God.  He removed the 
obstacles in men’s hearts individually and collectively.  I think this created a 
mental, moral, and spiritual atmosphere of receptivity, expectation, and 
acceptance of God’s marvelous works through His Son, Jesus Christ. 
The disciples were not just preaching the ideas that Jesus had preached and taught 
them.  They were now telling everyone about the resurrection as well.  They spoke 
from first hand observation.  Think what it would have been like to hear them 
speak with such absolute conviction about the resurrection.  The result was healing 
and salvation for those who were receptive. 
 
So, did Jesus choose not to heal someone so he could be healed later by the 
disciples?  I personally don’t think so.  I think he always discerned what was in 
people’s hearts, in their thinking.  When they were receptive, he healed 
them.  Sometimes they just weren’t ready for the blessing. 
Now fast forward to today. 
 
Does God ever choose not to heal someone?  I don’t think that’s the example Jesus 
gave us.  I believe God is always ready, with outstretched arms, to heal us, save 
us, protect us, guide us, correct us, and love us.  Are we really ready to receive 
what He has in store for us?  Are we really willing to forgo our will and follow His 
will? 
 
It’s easy to say we are, but it’s another thing to really mean it way down deep in 
our hearts. 
 
My prayer for all of us is to embrace this utter and complete willingness to 
relinquish our will for the Father’s will.  Let us pray to be receptive to the power 
of God to meet all our needs: physical, mental, emotional, spiritual.  And may we 
have no false trusts in the things of this world. 
 
God is always ready to heal.  Are we ready to receive what He is freely giving us? 
 
In other words, we are to go heal the sick, raise the dead and cast out demons 
with the knowledge of what the Father is doing…at appointed times and seasons. 
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http://thebiblespeakstoyou.com/did-jesus-ever-decide-not-to-heal-someone/  

 
DEMONISATION 
 

Symptoms of ‘demonization’ 
 
Various symptoms could be mentioned from several dialogues with the demoniacs I 
have seen throughout my past experiences. 
 
(i) Physical symptoms 
 
Most demoniacs suffer illness when they are under the control of an alien, evil, 
and hostile spirit. As it is in the New Testament, we have seen that demons can 
effect muteness (Matt 9:32f; Mk 9:17; Lk 11:14), blindness (Matt. 12:22), self 
inflicted wounds (Mk 5:5), fever, headache, and stomachaches. Demons can give 
ability to ignore pain or having pain with no physical cause. These sicknesses have 
no medically discernible cause, and do not respond to medical treatment. 
 
(ii) Mental disturbance  
 
I adopt some of Moreau’s list of symptoms that are also observed in Ethiopia. They 
show ‘unnecessary fears, unusual dreams or hallucinations (especially frightening 
and/or recurring ones), and mental problems that do not yield to normal 
treatment such as depression. Extreme sexual perversion, unnecessary self-
accusation, hearing sounds (footsteps, noises, commands) that no one else hears, 
especially near the person at night. Extreme passiveness, overwhelming fear of 
evil, extreme confusion, cloudiness of thought and unusual or inappropriate 
emotional reactions such as laughter, sadness, crying, anger,’ etc. (Moreau 
1990:152) are characteristics of the demoniacs that show they are under the 
control of other power. 
 
All forms of exaggerated passions, addictions to commit sin, temper, anger, 
quarrelsomeness and domineering personality. This behavioral change result in 
actions that are beyond the norm of the society. Screaming, crying, eating sour 
leaves, going out naked, and all deeds that are ethically evil are symptoms of 
demonized person. 
 
(iii) Supernatural abilities 
 
The demoniacs get the ability to speak in the language they have not learned or 
even heard. There are several reports from different regions where the demoniacs 
speak in the language not used by the victims in their normal state. It is not only 
speaking in tongues but also the knowledge of facts hidden to the demoniac or to 
the exorcist. 
 
Extraordinary strength is one of the characteristics observed, e.g. tearing chains, 
lifting things that naturally are impossible to lift, etc. A change of voice occurs, for 
example a woman speaks in a man’s voice or the other way around, or using 
animal voices such as those of a cat, hyena, donkey or dog are also observed. Loss 

http://thebiblespeakstoyou.com/did-jesus-ever-decide-not-to-heal-someone/
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of body control, and the avoidance of eye contact, and breathing as if suffocating 
are some physical symptoms. 
 
(iv) Spiritual symptoms 
 
Demoniacs’ reaction to the name of Jesus is the norm to identify demoniacs among 
Ethiopian Christians. Loss of spiritual growth and inability to concentrate on 
Scripture and prayers are some symptoms of demonization. Extreme self-
righteousness, vision directing a person to go against God’s will, “spiritual gifts” 
that are accompanied by negative effects (like depression, doubt…) and a sense of 
being unique are signs of deceptive work of demons working in demonization. 
 
Causes of ‘demonization’ 
 
It is difficult to list down the cause of demonization. The following points help us 
to organize some causes of demonization. 
 
(i) Locality and time: argument from tradition 
 
Ethiopians describe some places as the dwelling places for evil spirits. Ruined 
houses in which no one has lived for some time is thought to be an area occupied 
by the evil spirit who attacks any one trying to enter it. Dirty areas, caves, thick 
forests, and big water falls are suspected as dwelling places that fit the spirits. 
Midday sun heat is believed as a convenient time for demons to do their activities. 
Walking in the midday may cause interruption of their activities that result in an 
attack by the spirits to revenge themselves. Eating delicious food in the sun, or 
walking in the sun after a good meal may bring demonic attack. These and some 
more localities and times are ascribed to the evil spirit. This belief is deeply 
rooted in the culture and influences Christians to some extent. 
 
(ii) Personal involvement 
 
Personal involvement in the occult, Qalicha or zar worship is the major causes of 
demonization. Any involvement in magic, fortune-telling, astrology, etc. is 
dangerous. Most demoniacs, who come to Church to get help, were ritual expert or 
had excessive involvement in the ceremonies related to it. 
 
(iii) Ancestral involvement 
 
Evangelical Christianity is only a century old in this country (African). Some areas 
are newly evangelized, while others are not reached with the Good News. Magical 
abilities can be passed on by means of heredity. Often mediumistic powers of 
Qalichas and traditional cults can be traced back over some generations in one 
family. 
 
(iv) Occult transference 
 
There are times when people who get in contact with occult or demonic abilities 
become demonized. This can be through lying on hands, contact by holding hands, 
hypnotism, or some sort of magic treatment. There are many life examples of 
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demonized persons who speak in tongues, prophecy, and have the gifts of healing 
who are exorcised and become free from deceiving evil spirits. 
 
(v) The law of bondage 
 
Sometimes the reason may be a vow that the possessed has taken to achieve some 
advantage or help in a critical situation. Such a vow may involve a sacrifice to the 
spirits or the dedication of some pieces of property, e.g. rings, pots, sticks etc. 
 
(vi) Extremes in Emotion 
 
Emotion is not bad by itself. What I mean here is the extreme anxiety can be a 
cause of demonization. Being frightened by a hyena or lion, having insulted or 
laughed at an another demonized person, having been alone in the night, or having 
taken a shower, or bath in river may be seen as a cause of possession above 
mentioned causes are often heard during exorcism ceremonies. 
 
Who Shall Exorcise? 
 
In the third century, the church instituted the office of exorcist to officiate the 
service of exorcism for catechumens before their baptism. The office of the 
exorcist is ranked higher than the readers, and is considered members of the 
clergy appointed by bishop (cf. Canon 26, Synod Laodicea; Canon 10, Synod of 
Antioch) in Greek Orthodox Church. The exorcist was considered by the church to 
have the gift of curing those who are demonized. In the Ethiopian Evangelical 
Churches every Christian can exorcise. There is no special call to do it. The gifts of 
exorcising powers and principalities are given to all.There is no formula to exorcise 
demons. It is confronting them in the name of Jesus. 
https://www.lausanne.org/content/ethiopian-case-study  
 
See also notes on healing, and the following article on demons –  
 
When demons were created, how they came to be demonic, and their 
organizational structure are not given significant attention in Scripture because 
the focus throughout the Bible is on God and his work in Christ rather than on the 
demonic attempts to demean that work. 
 
The Old Testament 
 
References to demons in the Old Testament are relatively scarce. Their existence 
is never proven; it is simply assumed. The Old Testament focus is not on demons 
and their schemes but on God and his sovereignty. Demons are not depicted as 
free, independent agents, but operate under God's direct control. Though they are 
not revealed as the malicious beings seen in the New Testament, there are still 
definitive commands for God's people to avoid them. The Old Testament word for 
demons (sed [dev]) appears only twice. They are "gods they had not known, gods 
that recently appeared, gods your fathers did not fear" ( Deut 32:17 ), and Israel is 
condemned by God for sacrificing to them ( Psalm 106:37 ). They are also called 
evil spirits sent from God. After Abimelech treacherously killed Gideon's sons.  
David's attempts to calm Saul by playing the harp ( 1 Sam 16:15-16 ) are 

https://www.lausanne.org/content/ethiopian-case-study
http://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/hebrew/nas/shed.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/deuteronomy/32-17.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/106-37.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=1%20Samuel+16:15-16
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unsuccessful, as Saul, provoked by the spirit, tries to kill David ( 1 Sam 16:14-23 ; 
18:10-11 ; 19:9-10 ). A spirit from God's counsel volunteers to be a lying spirit in 
the mouths of Ahab's prophets ( 1 Kings 22:19-23 ; 2 Chron 18:18-22 ). The medium 
from Endor sees "gods" or "spirits" coming up from the ground ( 1 Sam 28:13 ). An 
angel is delayed twenty-one days in bringing an answer to Daniel's prayer by a 
prince of Persia, giving an indication of some organizational structure or ranking 
among demons ( Dan 10:13 ). This also gives us one of the few glimpses behind the 
curtains of history into engagements between demons and angels. Other possible 
Old Testament references to demons include goat idols ( Lev 17:7 ; 2 Chron 11:15 ; 
Isa 13:21 ; 34:14 ), night creatures ( Isa 34:14 ), and idols (LXX of Psalm 96:5 ). 
 
Demons during the Life of Christ  
 
There is more recorded demonic activity during Jesus' life than any other time in 
biblical history. Though demonic confrontations are mentioned throughout the 
Gospels, we find only eight case studies of actual encounters. These include Jesus' 
temptation ( Matt 4:1-11 ; Mark 1:12-13 ; Luke 4:1-13 ); the blind man ( Matt 9:32-
33 ); the blind and mute man ( Matt 12:22-23 ; Luke 11:14 ); the Canaanite 
woman's daughter ( Matt 15:22-28 ; Mark 7:24-30 ); the man in the synagogue ( 
Mark 1:23-27 ; Luke 4:31-37 ); the Gerasene demoniac ( Matt 8:28-34 ; Mark 5:1-20 
; Luke 8:26-37 ); the boy with seizures ( Matt 17:14-20 ; Mark 9:14-29 ; Luke 9:37-
43 ); and the silencing of demons ( Matt 8:16 ; Mark 1:32-35 ; Luke 4:40-41 ). Other 
possible examples include the seven demons expelled from Mary Magdalene ( Luke 
8:1-2 ), Jesus' rebuke of Satan's suggestion through Peter ( Matt 16:23 ; Mark 8:33 
), and his command to Judas after Satan had entered him ( John 13:27 ). 
Additionally, we are told that the disciples ( Luke 10:17-20 ) and even someone 
they did not know ( Mark 9:38-40 ) saw demons submit to them, but we are not 
given any other details. There are three main terms for demons in the New 
Testament: daimonion [daimovnion] (demon; 60 times, 50 in the Gospels); pneuma 
[pneu'ma] (spirit; some 52 times) usually with a qualifying adjective such as 
akatharton [ajkavqarto"] (unclean; 21 times) or poneron [ponhrov"] (evil; 8 times); 
and angelos [a [ggelo"] (7 times of demonic agencies). Daimon (demon), the term 
commonly used in classical Greek, appears only once ( Mark 8:31 ). 
 
Throughout Jesus' life, we see his work against the devastating work of demons in 
the lives of people. The vocabulary of demonic activities against human beings is 
rich and varied, though it all shows movement toward the ultimate destruction of 
people. Demons troubled or annoyed people ( Luke 6:18 ). They robbed a young 
boy of his speech ( Mark 9:17 Mark 9:25 ), rendered a man mute ( Matt 9:33 ; Luke 
11:14 ), and froze the back of an elderly woman ( Luke 13:11 Luke 13:16 ). They 
seized the Gerasene demoniac ( Luke 8:29 ) and a young boy ( Luke 9:39 ) in order 
to destructively overcome him. Throughout the Gospel accounts, spirits evidenced 
control over human hosts. Several terms are used to describe this. Jesus warned in 
a parable of the possibility of multiple demons living in or indwelling a person ( 
Matt 12:43-45 ; Luke 11:24-26 ). Evil spirits were in the demoniac in the synagogue 
( Mark 1:23 ); the Gerasene demoniac was a person who was with a spirit ( Mark 
5:2 ; " [in the power] of an unclean spirit, " Amplified ) that drove or impelled him 
( Luke 8:29 ). Many were described as having (echo [e [cw]) an evil or unclean 
spirit ( Matt 11:18 ; Mark 3:30 ; 7:25 ; 9:17 ; Luke 4:33 ; 7:33 ; 8:27 ; John 7:20 ; 
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John 8:48 John 8:52 ; 10:20 ). Such a spirit entered the young boy ( Mark 9:25 ; 
Luke 8:30 ) and then mauled and convulsed him.  
 
People who have demons are demonized (daimonizomai [daimoNIVzomai] Matt 
4:24 ; Matthew 8:16 Matthew 8:28 Matthew 8:33 ; 12:22 ; 15:22 ; Mark 1:32 ; Mark 
5:15 Mark 5:16 Mark 5:18 ; Luke 8:36 ; John 10:21 ). This term is generally 
translated as demon-possessed. However, daimonizomai [daimoNIVzomai] does not 
convey the English concept of possession (either ownership or eternal destiny) as 
much as it does temporary control ("under the power of demons, " Amplified). This 
idea is seen in the elderly woman who was bound by Satan for eighteen years 
before being set free by Jesus ( Luke 13:16 ). The New Testament describes 
physical, social, and spiritual symptoms of demonic control, though no exhaustive 
list is given. The physical symptoms include muteness ( Matt 9:32-33 ; Mark 9:17 ; 
Luke 11:14 ), blindness ( Matt 12:22 ), self-inflicted wounds ( Mark 5:5 ; 9:22 ), 
crying ( Mark 5:4 ), or screaming ( Mark 1:26 ; 5:7 ; 9:26 ), convulsions ( Mark 1:26 
), seizures ( Matt 17:15 ), falling to the ground, rolling around, foaming at the 
mouth, grinding of the teeth, and rigidity ( Mark 9:18 Mark 9:20 ), inhuman 
strength ( Mark 5:3-4 ), and staying active day and night ( Mark 5:5 ). The social 
symptoms include dwelling in unclean places ( Mark 5:3 ; Luke 8:27 ) and going 
around naked ( Luke 8:27 ). The spiritual symptoms include supernatural abilities 
such as recognition of the person of Christ and reaction against him ( Mark 1:23-24 
; 5:7 ; Luke 4:40-41 ) and the ability to tell the future (divination Acts 16:16 ). 
None of these symptoms by itself should be seen as proof of demonization. Rather, 
they are examples of the types of manifestations that come with demonic 
infestation. 
 
Jesus came to set Satan's captives free ( Matt 12:22-29 ; Luke 4:18-21 ), and in all 
of his dealing with the demonized he demonstrated compassion for the people and 
authority over the spirits. He commanded the spirit in the Gerasene demoniac to 
come out ( Luke 8:29 ) and ordered the demon out of the man in the synagogue ( 
Mark 1:27 ) and the young boy ( Mark 9:25 ). He did not have to be physically 
present to effect release, seen in the healing of the Canaanite woman's cruelly 
demonized daughter from a distance ( Matt 15:22-28 ). The people were amazed 
that he simply commanded the demons and they obeyed ( Luke 4:36 ), as they 
were used to seeing elaborate exorcism rituals that were not always successful. 
The demons in the Gerasene demoniac needed Jesus' permission to enter the pigs ( 
Mark 5:13 ; Luke 8:32 ) and he denied permission for demons to speak ( Mark 1:34 ; 
Luke 4:41 ). He rebuked the demon in the young boy ( Matt 17:18 ; Mark 9:25 ; 
Luke 9:42 ) and the man in the synagogue ( Mark 1:25 ; Luke 4:35 ). The term most 
commonly used of the expulsion of demons in the New Testament is cast out 
(ekballo [ejkbavllw]). In classical and Old Testament usage it had the sense of 
forcibly driving out an enemy. In the New Testament, it is typically used of a 
physical removal ( John 9:34-35 ; see also Mark 1:12). Demons were cast out by the 
spirit of God ( Matt 12:28 ; cf. Luke 11:20, ; "by the finger of God" ), and this was 
done by verbal command rather than the elaborate rituals of the exorcists. Jesus' 
authority to cast out demons was given to the Twelve (Matthew 10:1 Matthew 
10:8) and others, who cast them out in Jesus' name ( Mark 9:38-41 ; see also Acts 
16:18). The disciples were successful in casting out demons, but needed a 
reminder to keep their priorities straight (Luke 10:17-20 ). With the young boy, 
however, they were unsuccessful because of lack of prayer (Mark 9:28-29 ). 
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There are several primary words employed in the Gospels to describe Jesus' healing 
ministry among the demonized. He released (luo [luvw]) the woman bound by 
demons for eighteen years ( Luke 13:16 ). He saved (sozo [swvzw]) the Gerasene 
demoniac ( Luke 8:36 ). He healed (therapeuo [qerapeuvw]) many ( Matt 4:24 ; 
10:22 ; 17:16 ; Luke 6:18 ; 7:21 ; 8:2 ; 13:14 ), a word used of healing the sick 
(lame, blind, mute, maimed, deaf) as well as the demonized and even of satanic 
healing. Its use implied that the restoration of demoniacs was on the same level of 
ministry as other types of healing, all of which showed Christ's mastery over Satan 
and sin. Jesus also healed (iaomai [ijavomai]) many who had spirits (Luke 6:19 ; 
under the power of Satan ), including the Canaanite woman's daughter (Matt 15:28 
) and the young boy (Luke 9:42). 
 
Demons in Acts and the Epistles  
 
In comparison with the Gospels, demonic encounters are relatively rare. Spirits are 
mentioned in only five instances in Acts. Those tormented by evil spirits were 
brought before the apostles in Jerusalem and healed (5:15-16 ). Philip, not an 
apostle, exercised Christ's authority over demons in Samaria (8:6-7 ). Paul released 
a slave girl who had a fortune-telling spirit by simply commanding the spirit to 
leave (16:16-18 ). God performed extraordinary miracles through Paul in Ephesus, 
including the expulsion of demons (19:11-12 ). The final instance was between 
Jewish exorcists and a demoniac in which the exorcists were soundly beaten 
(19:13-17 ). When the church heard what happened, those who had not fully come 
out of their magical practices repented and publicly burned their expensive scrolls 
(19:17-20 ). The failure of the non-Christian exorcists shows that in power 
encounters authority is the underlying issue. Interestingly, the term "exorcism" is 
not used of Jesus' ministry. An exorcism implies a particular ritual, and Jesus, as 
well as the early church, relied on authority rather than ritual. It is not surprising, 
then, that nowhere in the New Testament is a Christian ritual for exorcism seen. 
 
The relative paucity of overt examples of demonic confrontation is one indication 
of a shift from a form of direct power encounter with demons to a focus on 
knowing and correctly applying the truth to thwart demonic influence. This is also 
seen in the emphasis on deception as a tool of Satan and his demons. They pretend 
to be friendly spirits to deceive people (2 Cor 11:15 ) and blind the minds of 
believers (2 Cor 4:3-4 ). They lead people astray from truth (2 Tim 3:13 ; 1 John 
2:26 ; 3:7 ). They also lead people astray through the pursuit of pleasure or sensual 
gratification (Eph 5:6 ; Col 2:8 ; 2 Thess 2:3 ). 
 
The emphasis on truth in the Epistles does not mean that power encounters are 
unimportant or no longer viable today. Rather, the implication is that our day-to-
day struggle with demonic forces will focus on truth issues without overlooking 
power issues. Appropriate truth encounter metaphors for spiritual conflict in the 
Epistles include walking in the light ( 1 Jo 1:5-7 ), the stripping off of the old and 
joyful putting on the new ( Eph 4:22-29 ), our participation in a kingdom transfer ( 
Col 1:13 ), which involves a transformation of our nature as people ( 2 Cor 5:17 ), 
and our growth into the full measure of the stature of Christ ( Eph 4:14-16 ). 
 
Believers are not immune from demonic attack. Demons seek to influence 
Christians through false doctrines and teachings ( 1 Tim 4:1 ; 1 John 4:1-4 ) as well 
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as false miracles and wonders ( 2 Thess 2:7-11 ; Rev 16:14 ). Paul was buffeted ( 2 
Col 12:7 ; see Matt 26:67 ; 1 Col 4:11 ; 1 Peter 2:20 ; for the physical aspect ). 
Though there can be no certainty as to how this buffeting was manifested, we do 
know that an "angel of Satan" caused it and that Paul could not remove it through 
prayer. In the West evangelicals have been preoccupied with the question of 
whether a true Christian can be demon-possessed. Such a conclusion, however, can 
only be an inappropriate translation of daimonizomai [daimoNIVzomai] because of 
the English connotations of possession with ownership, which is not in the original. 
Demons do not own or possess any Christians, who are God's sole possession (as are 
the demons themselves). Though Christians cannot be owned or have their eternal 
destiny controlled by a demon, this does not necessarily mean that they cannot be 
demonized or temporarily controlled by demons or have demons temporarily 
indwell them. The evidence pointing against demonization of the believer includes 
Jesus' defeat of Satan on the cross ( John 12:31 ; Col 2:14-15 ; Heb 2:14-15 ), God's 
presence in ( 2 Cor 6:16 ) and protection of the believer ( 1 Jo 5:18 ), and our 
status as being seated with Christ ( Eph 2:6 ). Evidence in favor of the 
demonization of believers includes the statements of our need to know Satan's 
schemes ( 2 Cor 2:11 ) so that he will not gain a foothold on us ( Eph 4:26-27 ), the 
reality of demonic attack against believers ( 2 Col 11:3 ; 12:7 ; Eph 6:10-12 ), and 
the commands to resist him ( James 4:7 ; 1 Peter 5:8-9 ). No one should doubt that 
Satan and his demons are able to influence Christians; the question is whether that 
influence can result in demonization. Further evidence in favor of the possibility of 
believers being demonized are the instances of Saul's torment from an evil spirit ( 
1 Sam 16:14-23 ), the daughter of Abraham being bound by Satan for eighteen 
years ( Luke 13:10-17 ), and Ananias and Sapphira having their hearts "filled by 
Satan" ( Acts 5:3 ). None of these has been without dispute, but Scripture indicates 
that all were of the house of faith and all faced demonic attack. This parallels the 
experience of many people today. While experience is not the final arbiter of 
doctrinal formulation, our experience should be in accord with our doctrine. Thus, 
it is reasonable to conclude that Christians may be demonized and that the 
warnings to stand against Satan are not just to stop his attacks against the church 
or his control over those who do not believe. 
 
Whatever our conclusion on demonization of believers, Christians clearly have the 
identity (being in Christ), the authority (being seated with Christ), and the 
mandate to resist Satan and his demons. We do so not on the basis of our own 
goodness, but on the basis of Christ's finished work on the cross. Because the One 
who is in us is greater than the one who is in the world ( 1 Jo 4:4 ), we can 
successfully stand against demonic schemes. Our weapons in this ongoing struggle 
include our authority as seated with Christ at the right hand of God, far above 
every power ( Eph 1:15-2:6 ), the name of Jesus ( Php 2:10 ), our spiritual armor ( 
Eph 6:18 ), prayer (a must in some cases, Mark 9:29 ), simple resistance ( Jas 4:7 ), 
forgiveness ( Eph 4:26-27 ), and exhibiting the fruit of the Spirit ( Gal 5:22-23 ; Eph 
4:22-29 ; 6:10-18 ). 
 
Conclusion 
 
The testimony of the Scriptures regarding demons is clear and cohesive. They are 
angelic entities who oppose God's sovereign control. They seek to work out their 
unholy rebellion through influencing people to live in a way contrary to God's 
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expressed intentions. At the same time, they remain under his sovereignty and can 
be used of him to effect the divine plan. As Christians we are to submit ourselves 
to God and resist the attacks of Satan and his hosts. To do so, we must be aware of 
the basic truths presented in Scripture concerning not just the ontology of demons 
but their methods as they attempt to influence our lives. Once aware, we are to 
take our stand in Christ and oppose the working of demons, whether personally, 
corporately, or in the structures and systems of society.  
http://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-evangelical-
dictionary/demon.html 
 
How to Cast Out Demons  
 
MARK 1:21-27 
‘…when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teach. 
The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who had 
authority, not as the teachers of the law. Just then a man in their synagogue who 
was possessed by an evil spirit cried out, "What do you want with us, Jesus of 
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of 
God!" "Be quiet!" said Jesus sternly, "Come out of him!" The evil spirit shook the 
man violently and came out of him with a shriek. The people were all so amazed 
that they asked each other, "What is this? A new teaching—and with authority! He 
even gives orders to evil spirits and they obey him."’ 
 

Many modern psychologists try to explain these Scriptures by saying that the 
people in Jesus’ day did not know anything about mental disorders, so they blamed 
demons for people’s mental sicknesses. However, it was not just the people in 
those days who believed in demon possession, but Jesus also believed in the reality 
of demon possession, and by casting demons out of people, they were cured. In 
other words, if demons are not real, then how did Jesus get good results? 
 
I’ve also seen positive results when driving out demons. For example, years ago, I 
received a midnight call. The young man over the phone, frightened and 
bewildered, pleaded, "Something has happened to my wife. She has lost her mind. 
We don’t know what to do, and my mother-in-law said to call you." In the 
background, I could hear the wife growling and screaming. I promised him that I 
would go to his house immediately. When I arrived, the man opened the door, and 
I could see his wife on top of the couch, cringing and growling. She was totally 
psychotic. I looked into the husband’s eyes and said, "I don’t think you’ve ever 
seen the power of God before, but today you’re going to see God’s power deliver 
your wife from demons." I walked toward the wife and laid my hands on her and 
spoke sternly to those spirits. I commanded all the spirits to leave. Within a couple 
of minutes, the woman snapped out of her psychosis. She looked at me and said, 
"Who are you?" She looked at her husband and asked, "What’s going on?"  
She was not aware of the entire incident, yet she was totally back to her normal 
self. The husband began to cry as he saw his wife delivered from spirits. He 
immediately gave his life to the Lord. 
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If demons are not real, then how could this woman as well as countless people be 
helped through casting out demons? The fact is demons are real and exorcism is 
real.  
 
The Ministry of Deliverance 
 
The ministry of deliverance must be carried out in accord with the Scriptures. The 
harm which has been caused by so-called ministers of deliverance is a result of 
them departing from the Bible and getting into extra-biblical and, worse, 
unbiblical practices. The Scriptures give us several important facts about Jesus’ 
ministry of exorcism. 
 
First, Jesus emphasized teaching and preaching above driving out demons. In the 
above scripture, the reason Jesus came into the Synagogue was to teach. The Bible 
says the people were amazed at His teaching. Today, I’m amazed at the lack of 
teaching among ministers of deliverance. 
 
Some people think they are called to specialize in deliverance. Exorcism should not 
be anyone’s specialty. Every minister should specialize in teaching the Word of 
God to people, and then when the need arises, they can drive out demons. 
 
People ask, "Why does it seem that people cough or vomit when demons come 
out?" Well, there is Scriptural precedent for physical manifestations. The Bible 
says, "The evil spirit shook the man violently and came out of him with a shriek." It 
is normal for there to be physical manifestations when spirits come out, especially 
physical manifestations through the mouth. Notice that this spirit came out with a 
shriek. 
This is exactly what happened when Philip drove out spirits, "With shrieks, evil 
spirits came out of many" (Acts 8:7). A shriek is a high, pitch scream. It seems that 
the exit for evil spirits is through the mouth. After all, it is usually our big mouth 
which became the open door for demons, so it stands to reason, that the mouth is 
the exit as well. Coughing and vomiting are manifestations of the mouth. 
 
In my youth, I was working at a local restaurant when one of my fellow employees 
confided in me. She said, "Tom, I know you’re going to think I’m crazy. But I feel 
that I have a demon inside of me. Nearly every night when I go to bed, this spirit 
begins to scare me." This girl was not a charismatic. She was not even a Christian 
at the time. She simply believed that evil spirits were real. 
I told her that I believed her and that I would try to help her. We ended the 
conversation and proceeded to continue working. We closed the restaurant and 
started cleaning up. The Lord startled me, "Tom, if you will speak to the spirit 
now, the demon will go." I walked to this girl as she was vacuuming the carpet. I 
said to her, "The Lord spoke to me and told me to tell the spirit to go, and it will 
go." She turned off the vacuum cleaner and said, "Then tell it to go." 
I pointed my finger at her—she was about ten feet away—and said to the spirit, "In 
the name of Jesus, I tell you evil spirit to come out of her!"  The moment I said 
that she gasped, "Ugh!" She looked startled and exclaimed, "Something came out of 
my mouth. What was that?" 
"That was the demon. It’s gone!" 
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Let me repeat. This girl knew nothing of the charismatic movement. She had never 
seen people delivered from evil spirits. She had no past experience which could 
cause her to psychologically make her think that the demon should come out of her 
mouth. But it did. This incident is similar to the biblical examples of shrieking.  
 
Don’t Talk with Demons 
 
A second fact about Jesus and demons is this: He never held conversations with 
demons. He said, "Be quiet! Come out of him!"  It is true that on one occasion 
Jesus asked a demon his name, but this was because the demon refused to go. I 
suppose you may ask a demon its name if they refuse to depart, but it’s not wise 
to hold a conversation with them. Ordinarily, Jesus shut the mouths of demons. 
This is the normal way of deliverance. 
 
I heard someone pound on my door. As I opened it, one of my members barged 
through, "Tom, you have to come with me quickly! There’s a man who’s demon 
possessed. I and some others need your help to drive out the demons!" I went with 
him. 
 
As I arrived, there were about four men who were trying to excise the demons 
from this man. Everyone was shouting different things, "What’s your name!" "Tell 
us about the realm of the spirit." "Where did you come from?" "Recount to us about 
the role of demons in Mexico." Everyone was more interested in talking with the 
demons than casting them out. 
 
The people would grab the man and try to hold him down, but the demoniac 
simply threw them across the room. 
 
One guy turned to me, "Tom, these demons don’t want to leave. We’ve been at it 
for several hours. Why don’t you give it a try. Maybe you can cast them out." 
  
I walked over to this man, reached out my right hand and touched his shoulder. 
Looking him in the eyes, I said, "I’m not talking to the demons, I’m talking to you, 
sir. Please come over here to the couch and sit down with me." He did. 
I asked him, "How long have you been like this?" 
 
"For many years, I have heard these demons talk to me and speak through me. I 
want to be free, but I can’t." 
 
"Yes you can!" I assured him. "And I believe that you will be set free today." 
"Can you drive out the demons from me?" 
"I sure can with God’s power." 
He grinned, "I think you can." 
"I know I can." I laid my hands on the man and said calmly, yet sternly, "In the 
name of Jesus, I command all the evil spirits to come out of him." I named several 
which I believed were in him. 
 
No sooner than I said this, the man looked up at me and smiled wide, "They’re 
gone!" The other men all sensed that the spirits had left him.  
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That night, the leader of this group came to me privately and asked, "Tom, what 
were we doing wrong? Why couldn’t we drive out the spirits?" 
 
I explained to him, "You should not hold conversations with demons. By doing that, 
you prolong the deliverance. Simply, take your authority over the spirits and cast 
them out!" He accepted what I said.  
 
Give Orders to Demons 
 
This brings us to the third principle about exorcism as witness in the ministry of 
Jesus: He drove out demons with His word.  When Jesus drove out the demon from 
the man in the synagogue, the people were astonished on how He drove out the 
demon. They said, "He even gives orders to evil spirits and they obey him." They 
weren’t used to any one driving out demons with simply their words. This is the 
way Jesus delivered people from demons. Another scripture says, ‘When evening 
came, many who were demon-possessed were brought to [Jesus], and he drove out 
the spirits with a word and healed all the sick.’ (Matt. 8:16) Jesus expelled demons 
with simply His word. He used nothing else. 
 
I’m surprise how many Christians depend on various methods of casting out 
demons. The only method you need is your words. Your words can drive out 
demons. Yet, when people try to perform an exorcism, they bring out the holy 
water, a crucifix, candles, incense, prayer beads, a blessed Bible, a prayer book, 
and anything else they think will be effective to drive out the demons. But they 
lack one thing: faith. Listen, if you want to be successful at driving out demons, 
then take all your religious paraphernalia, and find the nearest garbage can and 
dump all the unnecessary accessories in it. Then you’ll be ready to drive out 
demons. 
http://www.tbm.org/castoutdemons.htm 

  

http://www.tbm.org/castoutdemons.htm
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COMMANDMENT – DO NOT USE YAHWEH’S NAME AS A SWEAR WORD 

 

EXODUS 20:7 
‘You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not 
hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain.’ 
 
DEUTERONOMY 5:11 
‘You shall not misuse (1) the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not 
hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.’ 
 
(1) Shav - take up name of God in vain (to no good purpose) 
 
LEVITICUS 19:12  
‘Do not swear (1) falsely by My Name and so profane the Name of Yahweh your 
God.’ 
 
(1) shaba – to cause to take an oath 
 
To blaspheme is to speak with contempt about God or to be defiantly irreverent.  
 
According to Black's Law Dictionary, blasphemy is “the written or oral reproach of 
God, His name, attributes, or religion.” This is similar to slander, which is 
“malicious oral lies that harm a reputation,” and libel, which is “slander through 
writing or another type of recording or transmission.” Blasphemy is slander and 
libel directed at God. Blasphemy was a serious crime in the law God gave to Moses.  
 
The Israelites were to worship and obey God. In Leviticus 24:10-16, a man 
blasphemed the name of God. To the Hebrews, a name wasn't just a convenient 
label. It was a symbolic representation of a person's character. Israelites revered 
the name of God so highly that they refused to pronounce it and removed some of 
the letters when they wrote it, leaving only the unpronounceable YHWH. The man 
in Leviticus who blasphemed God's name was stoned to death.  Isaiah 36 tells the 
story of Sennacherib, king of Assyria, and his attempt to demoralize Jerusalem 
before he attacked. After pointing out Assyria's many victories, he says, "Who of all 
the gods of these countries have been able to save their lands from me? How then 
can the LORD deliver Jerusalem from my hand?" (verse 20). Sennacherib committed 
blasphemy by assuming Israel’s God was on a par with the false gods of the 
surrounding nations. The king of Judah, Hezekiah, points out this blasphemy in his 
prayer to God, in which he asks that God deliver them for the purpose of defending 
His own honor (37:4, 17). And that’s exactly what God did. Verses 36-37 explain, 
"Then the angel of the LORD went out and put to death a hundred and eighty-five 
thousand in the Assyrian camp. When the people got up the next morning—there 
were all the dead bodies! So Sennacherib king of Assyria broke camp and 
withdrew. He returned to Nineveh and stayed there." Later, Sennacherib was 
murdered in the temple of his god Nisroch (verse 38).   
 
Followers of God are also responsible to make sure their behaviour doesn't incite 
others to blaspheme God. In 2 Samuel 12:14, the prophet Nathan explained that 
David’s adultery with Bathsheba and consequent murder of Uriah gave God's 
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enemies reason to doubt God's holiness. David's sin led others to blaspheme.  As a 
result, God took away the good that came of the sin—a baby boy. The holiness of 
God was vindicated, and the blasphemy was silenced.  In Romans 2:17-24, Paul 
scolds those who claim to be saved through the law and yet still sin. Using 
Nathan’s words to David, Paul tells them "the name of God is blasphemed among 
the Gentiles because of you" (verse 24). In 1 Timothy 1:20 Paul explains that he 
had abandoned two Greeks to Satan so they would “be taught not to blaspheme.”   
 
…..The most significant accusation of blasphemy was one that happened to be 
completely false. It was for the crime of blasphemy that the priests and Pharisees 
condemned Jesus (Matthew 26:65). They understood that Jesus was claiming to be 
God. That would, indeed, be a reproach on God's character—if it wasn't true. If 
Jesus were just a man claiming to be God, He would have been a blasphemer. 
However, as the Second Person of the Trinity, Jesus could truthfully claim deity 
(Philippians 2:6). The fact is, every time we do or say something that gives others 
a false representation of the glory, holiness, authority, and character of God, we 
commit blasphemy. Every time we misrepresent our position as children of God, 
we are damaging His reputation. Fortunately, Jesus forgives even the sin of 
blasphemy. Peter attacked Jesus' purpose (Matthew 16:22), Paul tried to make 
others blaspheme (Acts 26:9-18), and Jesus' own brothers thought He was insane 
(Mark 3:21). All repented, and all were forgiven. 
http://www.gotquestions.org/blasphemy-blaspheme.html#ixzz3dRYCMHLF  
 
Question: "What does it mean to take the Lord’s name in vain?" 
 
Answer: Although many people believe taking the Lord’s name in vain refers to 
using the Lord’s name as a swear word, there is much more involved with a vain 
use of God’s name. To understand the severity of taking the Lord’s name in vain, 
we must first see the Lord’s name from His perspective as outlined in Scripture. 
The God of Israel was known by many names and titles, but the concept embodied 
in God’s name plays an important and unique role in the Bible. God’s nature and 
attributes, the totality of His being, and especially His glory are reflected in His 
name (Psalm 8:1). Psalm 111:9 tells us His name is “holy and awesome,” and the 
Lord’s prayer begins by addressing God with the phrase “hallowed be your name” 
(Matthew 6:9), an indication that a reverence for God and His name should be 
foremost in our prayers. Too often we barge into God’s presence with 
presumptuous “to-do lists” for Him, without being mindful of His holiness, His 
awesomeness, and the vast chasm that separates our nature from His. That we are 
even allowed to come before His throne is due only to His gracious, merciful love 
for His own (Hebrews 4:16). We must never take that grace for granted. 
 
Because of the greatness of the name of God, any use of God’s name that brings 
dishonor on Him or on His character is taking His name in vain. The third of the 
Ten Commandments forbids taking or using the Lord’s name in an irreverent 
manner because that would indicate a lack of respect for God Himself. A person 
who misuses God’s name will not be held “guiltless” by the Lord (Exodus 20:7). In 
the Old Testament, bringing dishonor on God’s name was done by failing to 
perform an oath or vow taken in His name (Leviticus 19:12). The man who used 
God’s name to legitimize his oath, and then broke his promise, would indicate his 
lack of reverence for God as well as a lack of fear of His holy retribution. It was 

http://www.gotquestions.org/blasphemy-blaspheme.html#ixzz3dRYCMHLF
https://www.gotquestions.org/names-of-God.html
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%208.1
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20111.9
https://www.gotquestions.org/Lords-prayer.html
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%206.9
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%204.16
https://www.gotquestions.org/Ten-Commandments.html
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod%2020.7
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Lev%2019.12
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essentially the same as denying God’s existence. For believers, however, there is 
no need to use God’s name to legitimize an oath as we are not to take oaths in the 
first place, letting our “yes be yes” and our “no be no” (Matthew 5:33-37). 
 
There is a larger sense in which people today take the Lord’s name in vain. Those 
who name the name of Christ, who pray in His name, and who take His name as 
part of their identity, but who deliberately and continually disobey His commands, 
are taking His name in vain. Jesus Christ has been given the name above all names, 
at which every knee shall bow (Philippians 2:9-10), and when we take the name 
“Christian” upon ourselves, we must do so with an understanding of all that 
signifies. If we profess to be Christians, but act, think, and speak in a worldly or 
profane manner, we take His name in vain. When we misrepresent Christ, either 
intentionally or through ignorance of the Christian faith as proclaimed in Scripture, 
we take the Lord’s name in vain. When we say we love Him, but do not do what He 
commands (Luke 6:46), we take His name in vain and are in danger of hearing Him 
say to us, “I never knew you. Away from me” in the day of judgment (Matthew 
7:21-23). 
 
The name of the Lord is holy, as He is holy. The name of the Lord is a 
representation of His glory, His majesty, and His supreme deity. We are to esteem 
and honor His name as we revere and glorify God Himself. To do any less is to take 
His name in vain. 
https://www.gotquestions.org/Lords-name-vain.html  

 

HOW DO AVOID BLASPHEMY AND WHY IS IT IMPORTANT NOT TO BLASHEME? 
 
 
 
 

 

  

https://www.gotquestions.org/vows-God.html
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%205.33
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Phil%202.9
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%206.46
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%207.21
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%207.21
https://www.gotquestions.org/Lords-name-vain.html
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COMMANDMENT – DO NOT BLASPHEME AGAINST THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 

MATTHEW 12:31-32 
‘… And so I tell you, every kind of sin and slander can be forgiven, but blasphemy 
(1) against the Spirit will not be forgiven. Anyone who speaks a word against the 
Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit will 
not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.’ 
 

(1) blasphémia - (from blax, "sluggish/slow," and 5345 /phḗmē, "reputation, fame") 
– blasphemy – literally, slow (sluggish) to call something good (that really is 
good) – and slow to identify what is truly bad (that really is evil).  

 
Blasphemy (988 /blasphēmía) "switches" right for wrong (wrong for right), i.e. calls 
what God disapproves; "right" which "exchanges the truth of God for a lie" (Ro 
1:25).  
 
See the following for one perspective  
 
I believe, the only unforgivable sin is the rejection of Jesus Christ's offer of 
salvation, his free gift of eternal life, and thus, his forgiveness from sin. If you 
don't accept his gift, you cannot be forgiven. If you deny the Holy Spirit's entrance 
into your life, to work his sanctification in you, you cannot be cleansed from 
unrighteousness. Perhaps this is too simple an explanation, but it is the one that 
makes the most sense to me in light of the Scriptures. 
 
Therefore, "blasphemy against the Holy Ghost" can be understood as a continued 
and persistently stubborn rejection of the gospel of salvation. This would be an 
"unpardonable sin" because as long as a person remains in unbelief, he voluntarily 
excludes himself from forgiveness of sin. 
http://christianity.about.com/od/faqhelpdesk/i/blasphemyagains.htm  

 
 

http://biblehub.com/greek/5345.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/988.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/newtestamentpeople/p/jesuschrist.htm
http://christianteens.about.com/od/churchspeakglossary/g/salvationdef.htm
http://christianity.about.com/od/faqhelpdesk/i/blasphemyagains.htm

