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WHOLE-LIFE DISCIPLING OF ONE ANOTHER 

 

MATTHEW 4:4  
‘Man does not live by bread alone but by every word proceeding from the mouth of 
God.’ 
 
EPHESIANS 4:11-16 
‘And He gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherdsc and 
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ, so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and 
carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in 
deceitful schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every 
way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and 
held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working 
properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.’ 
 
2 TIMOTHY 3:14-17  
‘But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, 
because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have 
known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through 
faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may 
be thoroughly equipped for every good work.’ 
 
2 TIMOTHY 4:2  
‘Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and 
encourage—with great patience and careful instruction.’ 
 
Our lives are best lived by basing it on what God says, not just on surviving 
through the basics of life like food, water, clothing, housing, health and money.  
For by basing it on what God says, we can live a life of meaning and fullness. If we 
do not, we will be in trouble with God 

  

http://biblehub.com/esv/ephesians/4.htm#footnotes
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COMMANDMENT – DISCIPLE ALL PEOPLES 

 
MATTHEW 28:19-20 
 
Therefore,  
 
A. Having gone, (We are told to go to the people, not expect them to come to us.  

The disciples went out, two by two to the villages and towns and cities, 
seeking their ‘people of peace’ with whom they stayed (Matthew 10:11-13).  
Those people then invited their friends and neighbours to their house for the 
disciples to give them the Gospel of the Kingdom of God.) 
 

B. Make disciples (In those days a ‘disciple’ or a ‘learner’, would spend time with 
a Rabbi or ‘teacher’, learning to do the things a Rabbi would do.  The Disciples 
spent time with Jesus, watching, learning and listening and then doing what 
He did.  Making disciples is about taking someone from no faith to a 
reproducing faith. It is a lifelong journey, an investment) 

 
C. Of all peoples: (We are told to take the Gospel of the Kingdom of God to every 

people group, of which there are over 11,000 in the world.  Many have been 
evangelised, but not discipled, and quite a few haven’t even been evangelised, 
mainly in the 10/40 window.  ‘Will be publicly proclaimed this Gospel of the 
Kingdom in all the world as maturity to all the peoples and then will come the 
end – Matthew 24:14) 

 

 Baptizing them (The Greek word here means to totally immerse.  It was used 
to describe taking cloth and completely soaking it in a dye, so that every bit of 
the material is full of the coloured dye.  So, as disciples we need to be totally 
‘immersed’ in the Gospel, in three ways:) 
 

 In the name of the Father (– our relationship with the Trinity) 

 In the name of the Son (– the teachings of the Trinity) 

 In the name of the Holy Spirit (– the power of the Trinity) 
 
 

 Training them (The Greek word is more than just teaching someone, giving 
them ‘information’, but showing the disciple how to implement the commands 
of Jesus into everyday life, Sunday to Saturday, 24/7.) 
 

 To obey (There is a sense of urgency in this command – the commands 
are not just an interesting idea, but are there to be implemented – you 
will see why later.) 

 All things whatsoever I commanded you (And taking the above further, 
you cannot choose what to obey, they are all expected, hence the 
reason why we need the Trinity to implement them.) 
(This has implications for the way we disciple people to be effective in 
all areas of life, not just individually, but how one relates to the world.  
We haven’t time to discuss this now.) 
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 And behold, I am with you (Jesus is saying, though He is returning to Heaven, 
He will still be with us when the Holy Spirit comes upon us at our conversion 
(Acts 2:38).) 
 

 All the days (Every moment of every day, the Trinity is with us.) 

 Until the completion of the age (Matthew 12:32b; 13:40). (The Second 
Coming – then we will be with Him, when eternal life comes, IF we have 
done His will.) 

 

THE BIBLICAL BASIS 
 
The accounts in the Gospels of Jesus the Messiah (the Christ) are inevitably 
foundational in any quest to discover what is distinctively Christian about 
discipleship. The Gospels, as it were, take us inside the classrooms within Jesus’ 
‘discipleship school. Jesus’ public ministry was not a stand-alone performance of 
ministering solo as the authoritative teacher and healer. Instead, from its outset, 
we see Jesus intentionally gathering a group of ‘learners’ who were selected to be 
with him (Mk 3.16–20). In so doing, he was, at one level, doing nothing different 
from other rabbis or from John the Baptist, who gathered such disciples around 
themselves. At another level, because of who we now understand Jesus to be (the 
Messiah of Israel, the Son of God now risen from the dead), we can discern many 
further layers to Jesus’ intentions. For our present purposes, however, we can 
note that, in gathering disciples around him throughout his ministry, Jesus was 
doing two main things which would become perennially important for his followers 
in generations to come: 
 
(a) He was giving us a model in his own actions of how to be a disciple-maker; 
(b) He was allowing his first disciples in their responses towards him to become, 
for us, a model of how we should respond to. For example, in choosing an inner 
circle of the twelve he was evoking the history the foundational twelve tribes of 
Israel and thus signalling the reconstitution of Israel around himself. He was also 
entrusting to them the mandate to remember his teaching and to proclaim it ‘to 
the ends of the earth’ (thus in principle commissioning the writings of the New 
Testament). Jesus’ call and follow him too, revealing the primary hallmark of 
Christian discipleship (that is, being a learner in Jesus’ school, a follower of 
Jesus). These two interrelated themes are seen in all the Gospels (though perhaps 
especially in Mark), which therefore serve as vital and enduring ‘manuals of 
discipleship’ for the Christian Church. In Mark’s Gospel we thus see, first, how 
Jesus does his training of would be followers. We can observe the Master-Discipler 
about his trade. In brief we see: 
 
(c) His first calling of the disciples, which is clear and directional, vocational and 
radical (3.13–19); 
(d) His commitment to sharing his life with them; 
(e) His intention to give time for de-briefing (6.6b–13, 30–32) and his use of recent 
events and teachings as an opportunity for further teaching and discussion, 
helping his followers to process externally what they had experienced (4.35–41; 
8.27–30); 
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(f) His willingness to have an inner circle (Peter, James, and John) who would 
witness more intimately and directly three momentous events in his life – his 
rising from the dead, Transfiguration, and Agony (5.37–43; 9.2–8; 14.32–36); 
(g) His willingness to chide and admonish, to expose and rebuke his followers, 
while being totally committed to their growth and restoration (8.17–21; 9.35–37); 
(h) His ability to ask questions which would bring to the surface their wrong 
motivations or muddled ideas (8.17; 9.33–34); 
(i) His occasional giving of bizarre instructions which simply had to be obeyed 
‘because he said so’ (but which would make sense later:11.2–3ff; 14.13–16); 
(j) His deliberate policy of letting them see him both in public and in private, 
both ‘on the job’ and more intimately ‘as a friend’. 
(k) All of these will need to be borne in mind whenever we come to ask the 
contemporary question: how can we be disciple-makers in our own generation? 
 
Secondly, we can see in the Gospels how the first disciples responded 
to Jesus – what they were called to do and thus what we are called to 
when we respond to Jesus and become his followers today. Here are the 
hallmarks of authentic Christian discipleship: 
 
Jesus the teacher – we must listen to his words 
 
A rabbi’s disciples were first and foremost expected to listen to their rabbi’s 
teaching in public, to discuss it in private afterwards, and, almost certainly, 
to commit some of its more distinctive aspects to memory. They were in 
a school; they were students. Jewish disciples were committed to the Old 
Testament Scriptures, but also to their rabbi’s particular ‘interpretation’ 
and application of those Scriptures. In the same way we, as followers of 
the Risen Jesus, are to be students of the words of Jesus, attentive to his 
living voice, obedient to his principles. We are also to learn his reverent 
but radical interpretation of the Old Testament Scriptures – namely that 
they speak of him and he is their ultimate fulfilment. See Lk 24.32; 4.16–22, etc. 
This commits us to an essentially Christo-centric biblical theology as a matter of 
our loyal obedience and discipleship of Jesus. 
 
Jesus the person – we must learn from his character 
 
Students learn not just from the actual words of their teachers but also 
from many other things: for example, watching how they process their 
thoughts in response to questions and how they handle controversy. They 
are learning from the teacher’s whole demeanour, their character and 
lifestyle, their response and actions, their tone of voice, and the quality of 
their life. For Jesus’ first disciples this was their awesome privilege – daily to 
observe him in action. Here was the truly Human One modelling authentic 
humanness (as God had intended before the Fall): what an object lesson in how to 
live! It made a deep impression on John, his ‘beloved disciple’: ‘in him there is no 
sin’ (1 Jn 3.5). And it led to a challenging application: ‘whoever says, “I abide in 
him”, ought to walk just as he walked’ (1 Jn 2.6). Christian discipleship today 
means modelling our lives and characters on Jesus’ own; it means living his life. In 
our own unaided efforts, this is, of course, impossible, but, if Jesus is risen from 
the dead and he is now through the gift of his Spirit imparting his life-power into 
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us, then we can indeed begin to live his life – drawing upon the power of his life 
(which has been placed within us). Thus the modern disciple discovers an amazing 
secret: that the quality and character of that life – which we see Jesus 
demonstrating in the Gospels – that life is now at work within us, 
enabling us to live his risen life. The life he once lived becomes the life he now 
gives. And its patterns and disciplines become ours to live out in our own human 
existence. 
 
Jesus the leader – we must follow his direction 
 
Jesus said, ‘Follow me’ (Mk 1.17). From the outset Jesus uses the verb ‘to follow’ 
as the primary image for discipleship. It is also his last, acutely personal, command 
to Peter before the Ascension: ‘Follow me!’ (repeated for emphasis: Jn 21.19, 22). 
Evidently, a ‘disciple’ (learner) must also be a ‘follower’. 
 
This then entails the idea that Jesus’ disciples are to set out on a journey – on a 
journey where Jesus is ‘out in front’ as the leader. We are to go where he leads 
and to be guided by his navigational directions, even if, like the disciples, we do 
not always understand where he is leading us. As the Israelites in the desert were 
to follow the cloud and fire of the Lord’s presence (Ex 13.21–22; cf. Num 12.4–5), 
so Jesus’ disciples must follow his presence. For the original twelve there was a 
literal journey following Jesus up from Galilee into the eye of the storm, 
Jerusalem – a journey marked with misguided hopes and some trepidation. It 
certainly filled Thomas with morbid anxiety (‘Let us also go, that we may die with 
him’: Jn 11.16) and confusion (‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How 
can we know the way?’: Jn 14.5). However, Jesus assures his disciples that he is to 
‘go [ahead] to prepare a place’ for them and that he himself is the Way (Jn 14.2, 
6). In other words: Keep close to me, follow me day by day, and I will ensure that 
you eventually arrive in that place where you will see me and my glory (see Jn 
17.24). In Hebrews and Revelation this heavenly destination (where Jesus now is) is 
described as the ‘heavenly’ or ‘new’ Jerusalem (Heb 12.22; Rev 3.12; 21.1–2). So it 
is entirely fitting that the Gospel writers (especially Mark and Luke) see the 
journey of the original disciples going up to the physical Jerusalem as a model or 
paradigm for all subsequent disciples: we are all on a journey, following Jesus, all 
travellers ‘on the way’ (Mk 8.27; 10.32); we are to leave things behind (Lk 9.57–
62); we are to trust him both for our eventual arrival in the city and also for the 
surprising details along the way and through the desert; above all, we are to ‘take 
up [our] cross daily’ and follow Jesus (Lk 9.23). this following, however, takes the 
disciples into a mission which will outlast, and in some ways surpass, Jesus’ own 
ministry. Jesus was quite clear that he not only wanted his disciples to go out and 
minister as he ministered (Mt 10.8) during his lifetime, but that they would ‘do the 
works that I do, and in fact will do greater works than these’ (Jn 14.12), and 
furthermore that he wanted them to teach others to obey all that he had 
commanded them (Mt 28.19–20). We must address the practical aspects of our 
obligation to continue the active, Spirit-dependent ministry of Jesus if we are to 
grasp fully the nature of the discipleship he intended us to pursue. Our task is to 
continue his mission – which he laid out in Luke 4. Discipleship, following Jesus, is 
much more than belief and personal growth in Christian character. This journey 
therefore requires numerous qualities: self-denial, exposure to risks, setting out in 
faith, sticking close to Jesus, and actively trusting in his guiding.  
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As some have explained, ‘F.A.I.T.H.’ requires ‘Forging Ahead In Trusting Him’. So 
being disciples of Jesus is no armchair activity or spectator sport; it is no detached 
agreement with the teaching principles and moral precepts of a respected teacher 
(now dead). It is an all-encompassing activity, an all-engaging pursuit which 
‘demands our life, our soul, our all’. And it is this, so all the Gospel writers 
unashamedly assert, because the person whom we are called to follow is gloriously 
alive. Each Gospel climaxes with the confident assertion and proclamation of the 
Resurrection, leaving its readers with a clear call now to trust and obey this Risen 
Lord: ‘listen to his words’, ‘learn from his character’, and ‘follow his leading’. So 
through the Gospel, the Risen Jesus can say to us what he once said to Peter: 
‘Follow me’ (Jn 21.19). By way of conclusion we can note how, in an artless way, 
Mark’s Gospel shows how the first followers progressed through each of these 
three dimensions of discipleship. First they were attracted to the quality of his 
teaching: ‘What is this? A new teaching – with authority!’ (Mk 1.22, 27); next to 
the mysterious quality of his Person: ‘Who can forgive sins but God alone?’ … that 
even the wind and the sea obey him? … You are the Messiah’ (Mk 2.7; 4.41; 8.29); 
and finally, they were caught up in his purposeful journey towards Jerusalem as 
they were to ‘take up their cross and follow me.’ (Mk 8.34; Mk 9–11).  
In a sense these three are key ingredients in our following of any human leader: we 
listen to what they say, we observe who they are, and we evaluate what they do. 
This can be summarized in various other ways: we focus on their Speech, Person, 
and Agenda; their Words, Wisdom, and Way. Other summaries include: their 
Teaching, Tone, and Targets; their Precepts, Person, and Path; their Doctrine, 
Demeanour, and Direction. Not surprisingly, therefore, these are key ingredients 
for Christians seeking to follow the ultimate human, Jesus. In the Gospels we see 
Jesus masterfully creating a band of faithful disciples through allowing them 
transparent access to him in each of these three ways. And as the now Risen Lord 
he offers us today the same ac access with the same goal – creating faithful 
disciples. 
 
Following Jesus: in the rest of the New Testament 
 
Yes, Jesus is risen. If Jesus had not been raised bodily from the grave, then all this 
talk about ‘discipleship’ – learning to be a follower of Jesus – would have come, 
quite appropriately, to a sudden and abrupt end. After all, a crucified Messiah was 
a contradiction in terms. There would have been little purpose or sense in 
following this Jesus: for, however great his religious teaching, he had evidently 
failed in the most important task of the Messiah and had been wrong in everything 
he had claimed for himself. The Resurrection is thus an essential ingredient in 
ongoing discipleship. We must abandon any fond ideas that we can somehow read 
the Gospels and choose, if we wish, to become a follower of a now-dead Jesus. 
Following a merely historical Jesus is ruled out by the Resurrection as an option for 
authentically ‘Christian’ discipleship. The rest of the New Testament is adamant 
and insistent on this: discipleship means following a Risen Lord. This means that 
the original followers of Jesus, who had followed him during the days of his 
ministry, now experienced discipleship in a new mode. Yet there were necessarily 
and importantly aspects of continuity between these two modes. It was, after all, 
the same (singular) Jesus whom they were following (Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday and today and for ever’: Heb 13.8); and their belief in his risen-ness did 
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not become the excuse or occasion suddenly to abandon a focus on his historical 
ministry (as if to say, ‘who needs to bother with that material from his earthly life, 
now that we relate to the Risen Jesus directly?’). No, Christian discipleship is 
forever anchored in a following of the real historical Jesus – focused on what he 
truly said, who he truly was, and what he truly accomplished – but now seen as all 
the more important because of his Resurrection. The Gospels, despite their greater 
focus on Jesus’ historic ministry, were composed (and eventually committed to 
writing) because of this conviction about his risen life; and the rest of the New 
Testament writings, despite their greater focus on his risen and exalted life, show 
an evident commitment and obedience to the unique and authoritative Teaching, 
Person, and Work of the Jesus who had been truly manifested ‘in the flesh’. So 
what does the rest of the New Testament say about discipleship – this following of 
the historical Jesus, now gloriously raised from the dead?  
Published by The Anglican Consultative Council London 2016 
 
Whole Life Discipleship 
 
The sacred/secular divide is this idea that some things are sacred or spiritual, and 
they matter to God. But other things are secular or physical, and at least by 
implication, they don’t matter to God—at least, not all that much. The problem 
with this widespread way of thinking is that, by this definition, most of life is 
secular. The sacred stuff is a dinky slice of the pie—going to church, praying, 
reading the Scriptures, evangelism. What is that, five percent of our lives? The fact 
is, we spend most of our lives grocery shopping, walking the dog, working out or 
eating a burrito. 
 
And so most of us feel a little bit frustrated, because we think that what we do 
every day—our work and our rest—how we play and unwind and enjoy God’s 
world—is meaningless and doesn’t really matter in the grand scheme of eternal 
life. Or we feel a twinge of guilt, because every time we come home from work 
and drink a glass of really good wine or watch a great film or eat a delicious meal, 
we feel this nagging sense of shame because we enjoy it so much—it feels right and 
earthy and human—but it’s not “spiritual.” 
 
Look up the word "spiritual" in Genesis to Malachi—the Bible used by Jesus. It’s not 
there. Why? Because in a Hebrew worldview, all of life is spiritual. Even when you 
get to the New Testament, the word spiritual is really only used by Paul. In his 
writings, it means “animated by the Holy Spirit.” And for Paul, every facet of our 
life should be spiritual. I think if you had asked Jesus about His spiritual life, He 
would have looked at you very confused. My guess is He would have asked, “What 
do you mean by my spiritual life? All of my life is spiritual.” Jesus didn’t buy into 
sacred/secular thinking. To Him, life is a seamless, integrated, holistic experience 
where the sacred is all around us. And because everything is spiritual, everything 
matters to God. The cosmic, gargantuan 24/7 Kingdom of God cannot be shrunk 
down to a few hundred people singing songs in a nice building for an hour every 
weekend. 
 
This is why we have to go to war with sacred/secular ideology—because it 
compartmentalizes God. We have our God box and then our work box and our rest 
box and our entertainment box; we cut our life up into tiny little pieces. God 
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becomes a time slot in our daily routine, a building we go to every Sunday for a 
few hours. God is effectively shut out of the bulk of our lives. Some people think 
of themselves as followers of Jesus, but only in the church. So at church, they’re 
all-in. They take notes from the sermon and volunteer in the kids’ wing. Maybe 
they even tithe. But when they go to work or the car dealership or the movie 
theater, they are just like everybody else. They shop and spend and consume and 
get sucked into the same old tired uninteresting orbit of more, more, more like 
everyone else. They overwork and get burned out and unhealthy like everybody 
else. But then, on the other side of the room, a lot of people think their work has 
to be overtly Christian. So if they are a musician, it has to be "Christian" music. If 
they start a business, it has to have an ichthus in the logo, or at least on the 
business card. 
 
And that’s not all bad. Some of it’s really inspiring. But if all of us lived this way, 
we could end up in a world where the Church is a kind of cultural ghetto—a relic 
from the past, where we used to be known for stunning art and pushing the edge 
of science, but now we’re known for bad music and cheesy design and an odd 
tribal dialect that nobody else really understands. I’ve heard it said that “Christian 
is a great noun and a poor adjective.” There is no such thing as Christian music, 
because a melody can’t be a Christian, only a songwriter can. There’s no such 
thing as Christian art, because a canvas can’t be filled with the Spirit of the living 
God, only a painter can. For those who are filled with the active, dynamic Spirit of 
God Himself, the line between heaven and earth is thin at best. 
 
It’s easy to forget that Jesus was a builder, or a carpenter. And if working an 
ordinary, non-glamorous “secular” job wasn’t beneath the embodiment of the 
Creator Himself, why would it be below us? Here’s what I’m getting at: If you’re a 
construction worker or a plumber or a teacher or a dental hygienist, you’re not a 
Christian construction worker or a Christian plumber or a Christian whatever. 
You’re a Christian—a follower of Jesus the Messiah and the Lord of the world. And 
you’re a dental hygienist. Or a professional football player. Or a you fill in the 
blank. So do your work—whatever it is—as a follower of Jesus. Because there are 
no compartments. The way of Jesus should permeate and influence and shape 
every facet of your life. Maybe that means you’ll leverage your small business to 
work for justice and mercy—you’ll hire people from the local rescue mission and 
give away half your profits to low-income school-mentorship programs, and you’ll 
make sure your product is sustainable for the environment. 
 
But maybe it just means that you’ll show up for your job as an accountant, and 
you’ll do your job really well, and the world will be a better place because of it. 
And every day when you show up for work, you’ll embody the way of Jesus so that 
your boss, your co-workers and your clients will all get a glimpse of what Jesus’ 
way is all about—and, hopefully, an invitation to join in. For those who are 
spiritual—who are filled with the active, dynamic Spirit of God Himself—the line 
between heaven and earth is thin at best. The sacred is never far away. 
 
And your job, your career, or whatever it is you do all day long, isn’t something 
outside of Jesus’ calling on your life—it’s right at the center of it. 
Read more at http://www.relevantmagazine.com/god/worldview/theres-no-
difference-between-spiritual-and-secular#bLvjL12mZvtp4VuQ.99  

http://www.relevantmagazine.com/god/worldview/theres-no-difference-between-spiritual-and-secular#bLvjL12mZvtp4VuQ.99
http://www.relevantmagazine.com/god/worldview/theres-no-difference-between-spiritual-and-secular#bLvjL12mZvtp4VuQ.99
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When have you… 
 
M1: MODELLED GODLY CHARACTER? 
 
This is the fruit of the Spirit in action – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. When were these qualities 
particularly required? Or tested? Did you notice something different about your 
default response to situations? 
 
M2: MADE GOOD WORK? 
 
The work that you do matters in and of itself. Is your work on spec, on time, on 
budget? Giving your absolute best is fundamental. But what does it mean to make 
good work with God? … conscious that we work for the Lord: in his image, in his 
strength, and to his glory. 
 
M3: MINISTERED GRACE AND LOVE? 
 
Here the attitudes of the heart and mind are brought to bear in specific situations. 
How do you love someone who is feeling unwell or upset? And it is not just the 
fluffy actions – really loving someone can be hard. How do you minister grace and 
love in a redundancy situation when you have to ‘pull the trigger’? Or when a 
colleague isn’t pulling their weight? 
 
M4: MADE CULTURE? 
 
If culture is ‘the way we do things round here’, how do you influence the way that 
things are done in your workplace? How do the values behind the behaviours, 
attitudes and norms of our workplaces measure up to Christian values. How might 
Christian values lead do different practices? Remember you can affect culture even 
if you are not in a position of power! 
 
M5: BEEN A MOUTHPIECE FOR TRUTH AND JUSTICE? 
 
There will be times when being a Christian at work means speaking up against 
things that are unfair, unhealthy or untruthful and speaking for things that are true 
and just and good. This can be for your own benefit, but is perhaps more pertinent 
when you are speaking up on someone else’s behalf (Philippians 2:3) and there is 
risk involved in you putting your head above the parapet. 
 
M6: BEEN A MESSENGER OF THE GOSPEL? 
 
God loves your colleagues and wants them to know him better. As you pray for 
them, and build relationships of trust, are you prepared to explain why you follow 
Jesus in a way they can appreciate? This may be through sharing a Biblical 
perspective on a workplace issue, testifying to the way God has helped you in your 
work, or when the opportunity arises, engaging sensitively in a direct conversation 
about your beliefs. 
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http://www.licc.org.uk/resources/transforming-work-session-menu/why-does-
work-matter/the-6ms-fruitfulness-at-work/  

 

EXPLAIN WHY DISCIPLING IS IMPORTANT? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HOUSEHOLD EVANGELISM – WHO IS COVERED? 
 

ACTS 16:29-34  
“The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. He 
then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” They 
replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your 
household.” Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in 
his house. At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their 
wounds; then immediately he and all his household were baptized. The jailer 
brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy 
because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole household.” 

Some wish to prove from this text that when the head of a family comes to faith, 
he can be assured that his whole family will follow him in faith. There is no such 
promise here. If you read these verses carefully you will see that the offer of 
salvation by faith in Jesus was offered to the jailer, and to his whole household. 
The message of salvation was proclaimed to the jailer, and his whole household. 
The message of salvation was believed by the jailer, and his whole household. And 
as the jailer professed his faith by being baptized, so did the others in his 
household. The offer was to the jailer and all of his household. The acceptance of 
this offer was by the jailer and his whole household, but there is no guarantee that 
this will always be so. 

The words Paul spoke, when rendered literally, would read something like this: 
“You (singular) believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you (singular) will be saved, 
you (singular) and your household.” Paul is proclaiming the gospel to the Philippian 
jailer. He tells him that if he believes in the Lord Jesus Christ as his savior, then he 
will be saved. This offer is not for him alone, however, but for his whole household 
as well. If they believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, they will be saved as well. The 
promise is not made that if he, as the head of the household believes, his entire 
household is saved by his faith. 

Notice that in verse 32 Luke records that Paul and Silas preached the “word of the 
Lord” to him, along with his house. Verse 34 then informs us that the jailer had 
come to believe, along with his entire household. 

http://www.licc.org.uk/resources/transforming-work-session-menu/why-does-work-matter/the-6ms-fruitfulness-at-work/
http://www.licc.org.uk/resources/transforming-work-session-menu/why-does-work-matter/the-6ms-fruitfulness-at-work/
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The gospel is offered to the jailer, and to his household. The gospel is preached to 
him, and his household. The gospel is received/believed by the jailer and his 
entire household. 

Note these words in Jeremiah 31: 29 “In those days they will not say again, ‘The 
fathers have eaten sour grapes, And the children’s teeth are set on edge.’ 30 “But 
everyone will die for his own iniquity; each man who eats the sour grapes, his 
teeth will be set on edge. 31 “Behold, days are coming,” declares the LORD, 
“when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of 
Judah, 

Ezekiel 18 is perhaps even more emphatic, separating the destiny of parent and 
child. A godly parent may have an ungodly (unsaved) child; an ungodly parent may 
have a believing and faithful child. The destiny of fathers and sons is 
independently determined. 
 
In 1 Corinthians chapter 7 we are told that the unbelieving mate is “sanctified” by 
the believing mate (7:14), but note that they are still called an unbeliever. The 
issue here is not the salvation of one family member due to the faith of another, 
but the privileged status and blessing that the unbeliever has by living in the 
household of the believer. God’s blessings spill over on the rest of the family, but 
this does not include the blessing of salvation. Paul goes on to ask in verse 16, “For 
how do you know, of wife, whether you will bring your husband to salvation?” Paul 
is saying that it is best for the believing partner to remain married to the 
unbeliever, if they are willing for the believer to remain, because there are 
certain blessings which come upon the unbeliever. He goes on to say that if the 
unbelieving mate does not wish to remain in that marriage, the believer is to let 
them go, for how can they assume that they can bring the unbeliever to faith? 
 
Every individual is lost because of their sins, and is saved if and when they trust in 
Jesus Christ for their salvation. This is why our Lord speaks of “hating” one’s 
father, mother, brothers, and sisters: 
 
LUKE 14:26-27 
‘If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife 
and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My 
disciple. Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My 
disciple.’ 

We must love Him, obey Him, and serve Him, above all others, including those 
closest to us. 
https://bible.org/question/does-%22you-and-your-household%22-acts-1631-mean-
if-am-saved-my-family-will-be-too  

Household salvation is the idea that whole families or households are saved at 
once. The saving of the entire family is accomplished through the faith of the 
leader of the family. If the father or the head of the home declares himself to be a 
Christian, then he presides over a Christian household—the members of his family 
are Christian by default, based on the decision of their father/husband. According 

https://bible.org/question/does-%22you-and-your-household%22-acts-1631-mean-if-am-saved-my-family-will-be-too
https://bible.org/question/does-%22you-and-your-household%22-acts-1631-mean-if-am-saved-my-family-will-be-too
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to the concept of household salvation, God saves the entire family unit, not just 
the individual expressing faith. 
 
A proper understanding of the Bible’s teaching on household salvation must begin 
with knowing what the Bible teaches about salvation in general. We know that 
there is only one way of salvation, and that is through faith in Jesus Christ 
(Matthew 7:13-14; John 6:67-68; 14:6; Acts 4:12; Ephesians 2:8). We also know 
that the command to believe is directed to individuals and the act of believing is a 
personal action. Thus, salvation can only come to an individual who personally 
believes in Christ. Believing in Christ is not something that a father can do for a 
son or daughter. The fact that one member of a family or household believes does 
not guarantee that the rest will also believe. 

Jesus Himself indicates that the gospel often divides families. In Matthew 10:34-36 
Jesus says, “Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to 
bring peace but a sword. For I have come to ‘set a man against his father, a 
daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law’; 
and a man’s enemies will be those of his own household.” These words completely 
undermine the concept of household salvation.  

If people are saved as individuals, then how are we to interpret those passages in 
the Bible that seem to contain a promise of household salvation? How can we 
reconcile the need for individuals to believe in order to be saved and verses like 
Acts 11:14? In that passage, Cornelius is promised that his household would be 
saved. First of all, as with any passage of Scripture, we must consider the genre or 
type of book in which it occurs. In this case it is found in Acts, an historical 
narrative of actual events. A principle concerning biblical history is that no one 
event can be automatically assumed to apply in every situation. For example, 
Samson tore the city gates off of Gaza and carried them up a hill (Judges 16:3), 
but this doesn’t mean that, if we grow our hair long, we will be able to perform 
similar feats of strength. In Acts 11, the fact that God promised Cornelius that his 
whole household would be saved does not mean the same promise applies 
universally to all households across all time. In other words, Acts 11:14 was a 
specific promise to a specific person at a specific point in time. We must be 
careful about interpreting such promises as universal; they should not be separated 
from their historical settings. 

Second, how God fulfilled His promise to Cornelius is important. In Acts 10 
Cornelius welcomes Peter into his home and says, “We are all here” (Acts 10:33). 
In other words, Cornelius’ entire household was gathered to hear everything that 
Peter would preach. All of them heard the gospel, and all of them responded. 
Everyone in Cornelius’s household believed and was baptized (Acts 11:15-18). This 
is exactly what God had promised. The household of Cornelius was not saved 
because Cornelius believed but because they believed. 

Another passage that carries the promise of household salvation is Acts 16:31. Here 
the Philippian jailer asks Paul and Silas, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” The 
missionaries respond, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and 
your household.” Again, this promise is given to a specific individual in a specific 
context; however, this one contains an additional promise that is clearly universal 
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and spans all time periods and contexts. That promise is not one of household 
salvation but is entirely consistent with every other verse in the Bible that speaks 
of salvation. It is the promise that if you believe in the Lord Jesus “you will be 
saved.” Also, salvation came to the jailer’s household as the result of their hearing 
the Word of God and individually responding in faith: Paul and Silas “spoke the 
word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house” (Acts 16:32). The whole 
family heard the gospel. They were all saved, just as God had promised, but their 
salvation was not due to their being a part of the jailer’s household; they were 
saved because they believed the gospel for themselves. 

A third verse in the New Testament that some use to teach household salvation is 1 
Corinthians 7:14: “For the unbelieving husband has been sanctified through his 
wife, and the unbelieving wife has been sanctified through her believing husband. 
Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy.” This verse 
seems to teach that an unbelieving spouse can be saved on the basis of his or her 
spouse’s faith in Christ. It also seems to say that their children will be holy before 
the Lord because one of their parents is saved. But that conclusion would be 
inconsistent with the overall teaching of Scripture. In this context the word 
sanctified is not referring to salvation or being made holy before God. Instead, it 
refers to the sanctity of the marriage relationship itself. Paul taught that 
Christians should not be “unequally yoked” with unbelievers (2 Corinthians 6:14). 
The fear of some in the church was that, since they were married to unbelievers, 
they were living in sin—their marriage was “unholy” and their children from that 
union were illegitimate. Paul allays their fears: believers who are already married 
to an unbeliever should remain married as long as the unbeliever consents to stay 
married. They should not seek a divorce; their marriage relationship is sanctified 
(holy or set apart in God’s eyes) based upon the faith of the believing spouse. 
Likewise, the children of their marriage are legitimate in the sight of God. 

The fact that 1 Corinthians 7:14 is not speaking of household salvation is clearly 
seen in the question Paul asks in 1 Corinthians 7:16: “How do you know, wife, 
whether you will save your husband? Or, how do you know, husband, whether you 
will save your wife?” If household salvation were true, then the wife would already 
be saved (on the basis of the husband’s salvation); Paul would not need to refer to 
a future time of salvation for her. 

The Bible does not promise household salvation. But that does not mean that a 
godly father or mother does not have a profound spiritual influence on the children 
in that family. The leader of a household sets the course for the family in many 
ways, including spiritually. We should earnestly hope, pray, and work for the 
salvation of our families. There are many times when the God of Abraham also 
becomes the God of Sarah, and then of Isaac, and then of Jacob. As Charles 
Spurgeon said, “Though grace does not run in the blood, and regeneration is not of 
blood nor of birth, yet doth it very frequently . . . happen that God, by means of 
one of a household, draws the rest to himself. He calls an individual, and then uses 
him to be a sort of spiritual decoy to bring the rest of the family into the gospel 
net.”  
http://www.gotquestions.org/household-salvation.html  

 

http://www.gotquestions.org/household-salvation.html
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COMMANDMENT – BECOME A MATURE CHRISTIAN 

 

ROMANS 13:11-14  
‘And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already come for you 
to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we 
first believed. The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside 
the deeds of darkness and put on the armour of light. Let us behave decently, as 
in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and 
debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. Rather, clothe yourselves with the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh.’ 
 
1 CORINTHIANS 13:1-12  
‘If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can 
fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move 
mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor 
and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain 
nothing. Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not 
proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, 
it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 
truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  Love 
never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are 
tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. For we 
know in part and we prophesy in part, but when completeness comes, what is in 
part disappears. When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I 
reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind 
me. For now, we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to 
face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. And 
now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.’ 
 
EPHESIANS 5: 15-20  
‘Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most 
of every opportunity, because the days are evil. Therefore, do not be foolish, but 
understand what the Lord’s will is. Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to 
debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another with 
psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to 
the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.’ 
 
COLOSSIANS 2:6-7  
‘So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in 
him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, 
and overflowing with thankfulness.’ 
 
HEBREWS 5:13-14  
‘Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the 
teaching about righteousness. But solid food is for the mature, who by constant 
use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.’ 
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HEBREWS 10:19-36 
‘Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy 
Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the 
curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 
let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith 
brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and 
having our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold unswervingly to the hope 
we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur 
one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as 
some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as 
you see the Day approaching. If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have 
received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, but only a 
fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies 
of God. Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died without mercy on the 
testimony of two or three witnesses. How much more severely do you think 
someone deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, 
who has treated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified 
them, and who has insulted the Spirit of grace? For we know him who said, “It is 
mine to avenge; I will repay,” and again, “The Lord will judge his people.” It is a 
dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. Remember those earlier 
days after you had received the light, when you endured in a great conflict full of 
suffering. Sometimes you were publicly exposed to insult and persecution; at 
other times you stood side by side with those who were so treated. You suffered 
along with those in prison and joyfully accepted the confiscation of your property, 
because you knew that you yourselves had better and lasting possessions. So do 
not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded. You need to persevere 
so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what he has 
promised.’ 
 
HEBREWS 12:1-2  
‘Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us 
run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the 
pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, 
scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.’  
 
1 TIMOTHY 5:22  
‘..and do not share in the sins of others. Keep yourself pure.’ 
 
2 TIMOTHY 1:13  
‘What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and 
love in Christ Jesus. Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard it 
with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.’ 
 
JAMES 4:15  
‘Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or 
that.’ 
 
Spiritual maturity is achieved through becoming more like Jesus Christ. After 
salvation, every Christian begins the process of spiritual growth, with the intent to 
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become spiritually mature. According to the apostle Paul, it’s an ongoing process 
that will never end in this life. In Philippians 3:12–14, speaking of full knowledge of 
Christ, he tells his readers that he himself has not “already obtained all this, or 
have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which 
Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken 
hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what 
is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me 
heavenward in Christ Jesus.” Like Paul, we have to press continually toward 
deeper knowledge of God in Christ. 
 
Christian maturity requires a radical reordering of one’s priorities, changing over 
from pleasing self to pleasing God and learning to obey God. The key to maturity is 
consistency, perseverance in doing those things we know will bring us closer to 
God. These practices are referred to as the spiritual disciplines and include things 
such as Bible reading/study, prayer, fellowship, service, and stewardship. No 
matter how hard we might work on those things, however, none of this is possible 
without the enabling of the Holy Spirit within us. Galatians 5:16 tells us that we’re 
to “walk by the Spirit.” The Greek word used here for “walk” actually means “to 
walk with a purpose in view.” Later in the same chapter, Paul tells us again that 
we’re to “walk by the Spirit.” Here, the word translated “walk” has the idea of 
taking things “step by step, one step at a time.” It is learning to walk under the 
instruction of another—the Holy Spirit. Being filled with the Spirit means we walk 
under the Spirit’s control. As we submit more and more to the Spirit’s control, we 
will also see an increase in the fruit of the Spirit in our lives (Galatians 5:22–23). 
This is characteristic of spiritual maturity. 
 
When we become Christians, we are given all we need for spiritual maturity. Peter 
tells us that “[God’s] divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life 
and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us to His own glory and 
excellence” (2 Peter 1:3). God alone is our resource, and all growth comes by 
grace through Him, but we are responsible to make the choice to obey. Peter again 
helps us in this area: “For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your 
faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and 
self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and godliness 
with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. For if these qualities 
are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in 
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1:5–8). Being effective and 
fruitful in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus is the essence of spiritual maturity. 
http://www.gotquestions.org/spiritual-maturity.html  
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