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CHARACTER 

 

WHAT IS IT? 

 

Real, authentic Christian character is formed by our commitment to Christ. When 
we surrender to Christ and allow His piercing work to grow and enrich us, so that 
the Spirit flows. Our spiritual discipline, motives, obedience, and persevering faith 
will be the keys! All it takes is to be in love with Christ. Seek His presence, grow in 
your discipleship and be persistent in your prayers and in so doing you will be 
building your Character too. 
 
When we say we follow Christ, do our actions show that we do; are we in fact 
being Christ-like? Or is something else happening in our life and relationships? 
Perhaps, what we think we are like is not how we come across. Maybe, other 
Christians see us as being reprehensible before our Lord and to others around us! 
Or worse we are producing the "works of the flesh" to all those around us, family, 
friends, Christians and non-Christians alike (Gal. 5). Being pretenders of the faith, 
giving a show, but having no real substance behind us is extremely destructive to 
the Body of Christ and the reputation of our Lord! 
 
It is imperative that when we say we are a follower of Christ, our character and 
behaviors reflect Him and His call to us to the best of our abilities which includes 
our temperament. If we are in leadership, this is even more imperative! We 
demonstrate Character and integrity when we do what we say and act out what we 
believe; if not, we are hypocrites, and woe to us for being one (Matt. 23)! 
 
Our call is to do as we teach, to do as we say, and to act as we teach others to 
act. Integrity is of the utmost importance for the Christian leader (1 Thess. 2: 10-
12; 2 Peter 1-11)! Why? Because, hypocrisy gives people a false impression of God! 
Insincerity gives people a false impression of who we are called to be; it nullifies 
integrity and character! Because, God is holy, righteous and just; God exercises 
grace. We do not what to be like the Pharisees, who were worshipping, not the 
God of the Jews and the Law, but a made-up god which suited their own thoughts 
and pride (Psalm 103:1-14; 1 Pet. 5:10)! The willingness to model Christ's character 
is far more vital for us today than the willingness to preach it. God want us to be 
authentic-not pretentious (2 Cor. 8:9)!  
 
Christian Character Defined 
 
Character is often defined as a collection of personality traits within our behavior 
that shows who we are. This is shown in our integrity, attitude, moral fiber, 
disposition, and this shapes how we treat one another, good or bad. This is mostly 
true, but it goes much deeper than that. Character is who we are and it can be 
learned and built when we are in Christ. Moreover, real authentic Christian 
Character is not just a personality or our disposition; it is a description of who we 
are as a Christian, what we are called to be in our entirety. It encapsulates the 
Fruit of the Spirit from God's love and work in us. A good effectual foundation of 
character is "synergistic" as each one hangs and functions with each other. It is 
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built upon the Fruit of the Spirit which all of the other character traits are 
codependent and thus function and rest upon. Our Character summarizes the 
essence of our walk with Christ being exhibited back to Him and then onto others. 
Our Character can grow or shrivel as our growth and faith formation in Christ is 
applied or blocked. Thus, Character is the display case of Christ and shows others 
our entire lives as Christians.  
 
We all have the ability to be good or be bad, to take what Christ has given us and 
use it, or ignore or even perverse it. This not just about our reputation and 
ambassadorship in Christ (2 Cor. 5:20); it is how we must be if Christ has a hold on 
us! It is best assessed when we seek within us what is being exhibited from us, 
then go before God and His Word to be better (1 Tim. 6:11; 2 Tim. 2:22). 
 
Character is the proudest through our hard times!  
 
Character is the springboard from which all we do and say in life comes. 
Developing Biblical character in the face of our daily life and even in adversity is 
essential and the proof text that we have a growing relationship with Christ! 
Character is not just having integrity or honesty or doing the right thing, it is not 
one aspect or even a few, it is a living, growing relationship in Christ which 
produces a synergistic combination of the fruits of the Spirit. 
 
The Characteristics of a Christian 
 
In the gospel and letters of John, who was directly inspired by God, we are told 
clearly and without equivocation how we are to behave as a follower of Christ. 
From the Gospel's example of Christ Himself to the deep comfort of our 
relationship in Him in John 15, if a person's behavior contradicts what the Word 
says, he is a just a pretender. In his Epistles, John says if we declare Christ as 
Lord, have a relationship with Him, but still walk in the darkness of disobedience, 
how can we be Christian? (1 John 1:6; 2:4) A Christian who denies essential 
doctrine would be an apostate, which means to reject the truth. For example, 
claiming Jesus as Lord, and then rejecting His deity, would be a direct 
contradiction (1 John 2:22-23). Inspired by the Spirit, John tells us that we would 
be liars. If we decide to love our Lord and hate our fellow Christian, this would 
also be a direct contradiction, a lie. The three "black lies" of John's Epistle are the 
moral, doctrinal, and social problems John faced during his ministry. He realized 
that if they are not followed in truth and obedience, they are in opposition of the 
Christian faith. Therefore, the Christian would be a liar! We may claim that we are 
a Christian because we grew up in or go to a church, we made a decision at a 
crusade, or because our parents are Christian, but when we continue in sin, deny 
who Christ is, or continue in behavior contrary to Scripture, we are, as John calls 
it, a liar. Only by what Christ has done for us and by allowing our relationship in 
Him produce the characters of holiness, faith and love in us, can we prove the 
claim we have in God and not be liars. 
 
Character comes out from a life that is hurried, stressed, overwhelmed, and yet 
where promises are made and deadlines are met. It is a computation of who we 
are in those stressed moments. Character is not just something we put into our 
lives, but it is what comes out of our lives in those hurried times. It is beyond a 
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system of values or virtue we learn from our parents, or even at church. Character 
is who you are to God Himself and those around you. It is the real you! The church 
and parents must teach it, but they cannot insure its function. That is the 
responsibility of our choice, a determination we make ourselves, a stand in stress 
that we continue to uphold.  
 
What is Character? 
 
Character is aligning our lives so our behaviors are Christ-like. It is the fruit that 
the vine of our abiding in Christ will produce. Thus, we look to the life of our Lord 
as our prime example. We seek not so much what Jesus would do, but what would 
Jesus have me do! This alignment is what produces "the fruit of the Spirit," that we 
find in Paul's letter to the Galatians: "But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control." (Gal. 5:22-
23a)  
 
Obviously, we cannot re-enact His character with any kind of perfection. However, 
we can try our best by the power He gives us. The fact that our Lord was also fully 
human and lived a life of perfection should give us hope and encouragement of 
what is possible. "Be conformed to the image of God's Son." (Romans 8:29) Below is 
a listing of the most common fruits and characteristics we are to emulate. These 
all work together to allow us to shine for His glory. Just like the facets of a 
diamond, with only one or a few you will not see its depth, splendor, and beauty. 
Let us be diamonds that shine; that are cut to His purpose and call and not rough 
and hidden.  
 
Is Good Character In You?  
 
Remember, real genuine Christian character is shaped when you surrender to the 
Lordship of Christ. We are to allow His piercing and continual work to grow and 
enrich you, so that the Holy Spirit can flow. We are called to have lifestyle, 
character, outlook on life, and behavior that is about living honorably! Who and 
how we are make up the things we bring with us into eternity that will echo and 
resound, so let our actions be worthy of His praise. In this way, we can be the 
windows through which people can see Christ.  
 
Building and developing character is not something we just learn from a book or 
hear from a sermon. It does not come upon us in the night, or sneak up in the day. 
It does not come automatically, accentually, or suddenly. It is a process that 
comes from being parented in it. Then it rests in us and in our motives. It is a slow 
process. You may not realize you have it until others point it out in you. Character 
is not permanent once it is formed. It requires our continual hold and practice, in 
His Word, through our prayers and the practice of His Fruit in and through us.  
The attitude is to learn and model Christ, so to be active in representing Him and 
the virtues He proclaims as His ambassadors (2 Cor. 5:20). The call is to remain in 
Christ and in His percepts and virtue, and not become contaminated by what the 
world offers us. What may seem good may be misleading and will cause us to rot 
physically by disdain and disease, erode our mind with dysfunction and false 
thinking, and then eat away our soul spiritually.  
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As we are the mirrors of Christ, He is seen by who we are. When we stand up for 
the faith and act in good character, people will come against us with gossip and 
slander because their plans become disrupted and their desires are found guilty. 
But, when we remain faithful, regardless of the circumstances, they will see virtue 
and honor in action and, thus, have a glimpse in God's character and call even if 
they reject Him and seek to kill us. There will be times when it seems our efforts 
are weighted because people do not listen or do not repent. But, they are not. 
Each action we share is looked upon by others. We are watched! So, when we live 
to honor God, people will have the example they need to accept His grace or 
reject Him. We may never see the fruits, but they are there. We have a God who 
will judge and return, so let us get busy and make sure all those who come across 
our path see Him in us! 
 
The Word of God is our authority!  
 
Remember, our spiritual discipline, motives, obedience, and persevering faith will 
be the keys! All it takes is to be in love with Christ. Seek His presence and be 
persistent in your prayers. 
Blessed are they whose ways are blameless, who walk according to the law of the 
LORD. Psalm 119:1 
http://www.discipleshiptools.org/apps/articles/?articleid=37081&columnid=4166 
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COMMANDMENT – PRACTICE THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT 

 

WHAT IS FRUIT? 
 
Fruit is something a tree naturally produces. It doesn’t have to work to produce 
fruit. In fact, even if a tree tried hard not to, it would still produce fruit. In the 
same way, fruit should be a natural product of your walk with Christ. Given that 
Paul’s passage about fruit occurs in the context of pleading with the Galatians 
(5:22-25) not to be slaves to the law, it would be a contradiction for him to load 
“bearing fruit” on your shoulders as one more chore you’ve taken on as a Christian 
(or more likely, one more thing you should feel guilty about not doing more of). If 
you make Christ the centre of your life, fruit happens. 
 
Some of you may be asking “But what if it doesn’t happen?” There are several 
explanations. It may be simply a “dry period” that we all experience some time in 
our Christian lives or there may be some big matter you and God are wrestling 
with. There is another, uncomfortable answer through: that you may not truly be 
in Christ. Consider this parable: 
 
MATTHEW 13:3-8 
‘A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along 
the path, and the birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it 
did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But 
when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they 
had no root. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 
Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or 
thirty times what was sown.’ 
 
Soon after, He explains the parable to his disciples: 
 
MATTHEW 13:19-23 
‘When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, 
the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the seed 
sown along the path. The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is 
the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. But since he has no 
root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of 
the word, he quickly falls away. The one who received the seed that fell among 
the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the 
deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful. But the one who received 
the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it. 
He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.’ 
 
Jesus gives several examples here of people who heard the Gospel, but did not 
bear fruit. Some just didn’t understand it; some took it, but lacked the depth of 
commitment to persevere. Some let it get pushed to the side by other priorities. If 
you are not bearing fruit, I suggest you consider the depth of your commitment to 
Christ, or his place in your priorities. There is still time to be transplanted to good 
soil, but you will have to make some important decisions about your life first. This 
would be a good thing to explore with your pastor, or a mature Christian who you 



 

6 
 

do see bearing fruit. At the risk of hurting the budding relationship between us, let 
me be clear: It is not okay to be a Christian and not bear fruit. In the following 
verses, Jesus says: 
 
JOHN 15:5-6  
‘I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will 
bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not remain in 
me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked 
up, thrown into the fire and burned.’ 
 
Nobody wants that for you. If you feel this passage describes you, take this 
opportunity to look into why you haven’t been bearing fruit now! 
 
WE WERE CHOSEN TO BEAR FRUIT 
 
The first thing we should know is that Jesus chose us to bear fruit. 
 
JOHN 15:16 
‘You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—
fruit that will last.’ 
 
When I go to a nursery to pick out plants for my garden, I look for signs that they 
will be fruitful. I avoid the withered ones and take the ones that are already 
budding when possible. Our master gardener has done the same thing, and he left 
the nursery with us in his wagon! It is not a question of whether you are capable of 
bearing fruit—if you are his, you are quite capable. 
 
A CHANGE OF FRUIT 
 
Sometimes a grower will come across a crab-apple tree that is healthy and strong, 
but produces useless fruit. He then can cut some branches off a good apple tree 
and graft those branches to the crab apple tree by cutting off some of its branches 
and joining the cut crab apple limbs with the good apple branches. The result is a 
harvest of good apples. 
 
This is a good illustration of our own nature. At first we were wild trees producing 
little or inferior fruit. When we put ourselves under Christ, the master gardener, 
he spliced new branches onto us so that now we produce good fruit. It is now a 
part of our nature. 
 
PRUNING 
 
Even a well-cultivated tree will only produce sparing fruit if left on its own. The 
way a gardener coaxes the most fruit out of a plant is by pruning. Pruning is the 
process of cutting back part of the plant, sometimes severely, to allow the plant to 
focus its nutrients in fewer places. Our master gardener does the same thing. Jesus 
says: 
 
JOHN 15:2 



 

7 
 

‘He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does 
bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.’ 
 
As you bear fruit in your life, be aware that the areas where you are bearing fruit 
are subject to pruning. This may mean that a job you start to do well is replaced 
with another job that will challenge you to produce more fruit. While this is 
uncomfortable, God knows what he’s doing. You should see this pruning as 
encouragement that God is caring for you and is taking an active role in your 
growth. Jesus says, “Those whom I love, I rebuke and discipline” (Revelation 3:19). 
Some of that discipline will come as pruning. 
 
LIVE LONG AND PROSPER 
 
The first Psalm refers to fruit when it says: 
 
PSALM 1:1-3 
‘Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the 
way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. But his delight is in the law of the 
LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night. He is like a tree planted by 
streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. 
Whatever he does prospers.’ 
 
The kind of person who yields fruit is the kind of person about whom people say 
“whatever he does prospers”. As you read about the power of the fruit of the 
Spirit in the workplace, I think you’ll see how a fruitful Christian can be effective 
in nearly any calling. The other thing the Psalm says about the fruitful man is that 
their “leaf does not wither”. There are few things more beautiful than a large, 
healthy hardwood tree with its bright leaves and stretching canopies. That is the 
picture of the person who yields the fruit of the Spirit everywhere they go. On the 
other hand, it’s sad to look at a tree that is withering and drying up. The Psalms 
also say: 
 
PSALM 92:12-14 
‘The righteous will flourish like a palm tree, they will grow like a cedar of 
Lebanon; planted in the house of the LORD, they will flourish in the courts of our 
God. They will still bear fruit in old age, they will stay fresh and green.’ 
 
We’ve all seen people who seem to continue to have purpose and energy even well 
into retirement. The Word tells us we can be counted among those who continue 
to bear fruit in old age. 
 
ONE FRUIT, SEVERAL FACETS 
 
Notice that Paul names the fruit (singular) of the Spirit in Gal.5:22, not the fruits 
(plural). There are good reasons for this. First: love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, and self-control are all interconnected. To yield 
one well is to yield all well. For instance, if I truly love someone, it is natural to be 
patient with them. For another example, if I hold joy in my heart, peace will be 
there too. While we will be studying each of these words one at a time, they really 
have to be practiced as a group. The second reason is that the fruit of the Spirit 
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describes the character of Christ. Read through the Gospels and you will see the 
best example of a man with love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. When we yield the fruit of the Spirit, we 
aren’t just becoming better Christians; we’re actually becoming more like Christ. 
As you learn how to bring the fruit of the Spirit to work, you will actually be 
bringing Christ to work – not just one facet of him, but his whole character! 
 
While Paul had good reasons to use the singular of “fruit” in his letter, it does 
make it a linguistic challenge to write about them. 
 
You may have already noticed that I will from time to time talk about love, joy, 
peace, etc. as if they were the fruits of the Spirit, while a more accurate 
statement is that they are facets of the fruit of the Spirit. …. 
 
Before we talk specifically about the fruit of the Spirit, we need to study the 
context of the workplace. There is a word that determines the quality of every 
relationship in the workplace and boosts the chance of acceptance of every 
proposal: Trust. 
 
KEY IDEAS  
 
• The fruit of the Spirit are the signs that you are following the Spirit. Not only are 
these the signs of walking with the Spirit, they are the effect of our walking with 
the Spirit. 
• We don’t have to produce these qualities under our own power; the Spirit grows 
them in us. They are a natural product of your walk with Christ. 
• Jesus chose us to bear fruit. 
• The fruit of the Spirit are all interconnected. To yield one well is to yield all 
well. When we yield the fruit of the Spirit, we are becoming more like Christ. 
 
PUTTING IT TO WORK 
 
Ask a close friend or a spouse to look at the fruit of the Spirit—love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control— and tell 
you which ones the most see reflected in you. 
http://vicsmediaroom.wordpress.com/2012/11/08/fruit-at-work-mixing-christian-
virtues-with-business-by-chris-evans/  
 
Another way of looking at the fruit of the Spirit. 
 
We often think of the fruit of the Spirit, described in Galatians 5, in the context of 
church life. But when we apply it to our work, it can give us a fresh perspective, 
and have a transformative effect on our workplaces. 
 
If we see the fruit of the Spirit as aspects of love, we can understand more that 
fruit is in the singular and that we need every aspect of love to fully operate as 
Christians in the work place – 
 
‘The fruit of the Spirit is love: joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.’ (NCD – ‘The 3 Colors of Love’) 

http://vicsmediaroom.wordpress.com/2012/11/08/fruit-at-work-mixing-christian-virtues-with-business-by-chris-evans/
http://vicsmediaroom.wordpress.com/2012/11/08/fruit-at-work-mixing-christian-virtues-with-business-by-chris-evans/
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Another way to look at fruit is to see them as biblical characteristics of the 
disciple.  God is more interested on our ‘insides’, our character, than what we do.  
In other words, He is more concerned about our ‘heart, our values and attitudes. 
 
MATTHEW 23:25 
‘Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the 
outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence.’ 
  

 
Now let us look at the fruit in detail from a number of different angles: 
 

Love (Greek: agape, Latin: caritas) 
 
Agape denotes a really undefeatable benevolence and unconquerable goodwill,that 
always seeks the highest of the other, no matter what s/he does. It is the self-
giving love that gives freely without asking anything in return, and does not 
consider the worth of its object. Agape is more a love by choice than ‘philos’, 
which is love by chance; and it refers to the will rather than the emotion. Agape 
describes the unconditional love God has for the world. According to the Apostle 
Paul's description of "Agape" love in 1 Corinthians 13, it is sacrificial, demonstrated 
by Jesus' death on the cross, does not display itself haughtily. It is not conceited 
(arrogant and inflated with pride); it is not rude (unmannerly) and does not act 
unbecomingly. Love (God's love in and for man) does not insist on its own rights or 
its own way, for it is not self-seeking; it is not touchy or fretful or resentful; it 
takes no account of the evil done to it [it pays no attention to a suffered wrong]. It 
does not rejoice at injustice and unrighteousness, but rejoices when right and 
truth prevail. Love bears up under anything and everything that comes, is ever 
ready to believe the best of every person, its hopes do not fade under any 
circumstances, and it endures everything without weakening. [Love never becomes 
obsolete or comes to an end]. Love never fails". (AMP) 
 
A further Biblical definition in 2 John 1:6 defines love with the statement, "And 
this is love: that we walk in obedience to his commands. As you have heard from 
the beginning, his command is that you walk in love". 
 
Joy (Greek: chara, Latin: gaudium)  
 
"Joy is an evidence of the presence of God in your life."  If God is in your life, if 
you are filled with the Spirit of God, then this fruit of the Spirit will be obvious in 
your life.  Now don’t mistake happiness for joy. It’s easy to do that. The Bible 
mentions "joy" or "rejoicing" 330 times. But it only mentions "happiness" 26 times. 
Happiness depends upon what happens to you. So if all the circumstances are 
right, then you can be happy. But joy comes from inside………..  It’s the night 
before the crucifixion of Jesus. He is in the upper room with His apostles. Soon He 
will be going to Gethsemane. Soon He will be arrested & tried & convicted of 
crimes He did not commit. Soon they will be laughing at Him. They will put a 
crown of thorns on His head, & mockingly call Him "the king of the Jews." They’ll 
slap Him, & spit upon Him, & whip Him with a cat o’ 9 tails. Soon His body will be 
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nailed to a cross, & He will die. And He knows that all of this is going to happen. 
It’s not a very joyful time, is it? 
 
But listen to what He says in John 15:8-10, "This is to my Father’s glory, that you 
bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. As the Father has loved 
me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you obey my commands, you 
will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands & remain in 
His love." 
 
Now listen to vs. 11; "I have told you this so that my joy may be in you & that your 
joy may be complete." On the last night of His life, facing the cross, Jesus talks 
about love & joy. And the next day He goes to the cross & dies for us.  
 
The Greek word for 'joy' is ‘chara’, derived from the word ‘charis’, which is the 
Greek word for 'grace.' This is significant to note, for ‘chara’ is produced by the 
‘charis’ of God. This means 'joy' is not a human-based happiness that comes and 
goes but, rather, true 'joy' is divine in its origin. It is a Spirit-given expression that 
flourishes best in hard times. For example, in 1 Thessalonians 1:6, the 
Thessalonians were under great stress due to persecution; yet in the midst of it all, 
they continued to experience great joy. The Greek strongly implies that their 
supernatural joy was due to the Holy Spirit working in them. Paul even called it 
the "joy of the Holy Ghost".   
 
According to Nehemiah 8:10, "The joy of the Lord is your strength", which may be 
further understood to mean properly as "the awareness (of God's) grace, favour; 
joy ("grace recognized")". 
  
Wikipedia 
 
Joy helps us see that life and purpose is all about who God is, and not who I am 
(Psalm 15; 101; 2 Thess. 1:12; Titus 2:13; 2 Peter 1:1). Joy is indispensable for 
sharing love, it is being confident in our faith. It is not just what you know; it is 
Who you know. He is Christ. Your love of Jesus is the picture other people need to 
see so they can better see Him (Joshua 1:8-9; 2 Cor. 1:24)! When we know we have 
the Good News, we will know Jesus, not just as a Saviour, but as LORD (Luke 6:46)! 
He is to be all things to us. Is He Lord of your life, too? Joy helps us understand 
God's perspective and gives us the confidence and patience to endure anything! 
This realization impacts and fuels us to endure the toughness of life and to 
proclaim Jesus to others. Because we are confident in His power and impact, we 
will live in Him and show Christ to others. I know that in my life, my effectiveness 
is directly correlated to my walk and my prayer life. How much I trust and obey 
becomes the power that helps me get though life when it seems dark and 
foreboding and Joy will help you too.  
 
We need to realize that we have no control over what happens to us at times, 
whether it be trials, suffering, setbacks, injury, sickness, or death of a loved one. 
We only have control of our attitude and response. We are called to choose to 
declare our situation joy! We cannot change our circumstances; however, we can 
accept them by learning and growing from them (Isa. 26:3). It does no good to 
complain, to fret, or to be angry or bitter, as these things do neither others nor us 



 

11 
 

any good. All that complaining just escalates the situation and blinds us to our 
ability to be better and not bitter! Real, authentic, Christian maturity will grow as 
a result of our problems. They will strengthen us and make us better, stronger, 
and able to get over things faster and get on with our lives. Then, we will be able 
to be of better use to God and to others.  
 
Joy recognizes that Christ will lift us up in His time; it sees the hope to come 
because He is the Hope, and takes delight in the moment even in times of 
harshness. It must be declared and seen even when it is not visible. The joy we are 
to have is His. It must carry us though all of our experiences and situations. It must 
rule our character and response, it must set the tone of how we engage and 
respond to others, whether it is prosperity or adversity, whether we are in the oval 
office or living in the streets.  
 
Joy is not happiness, because we may not be content and pleased with it; rather, 
joy is hope; it is our hope. It is not a meagre wish, rather the unshakable 
confidence in our future in Christ. Our pleasure comes from knowing He is in 
charge and caring for us (Psalm 34:1-8; 1 Thess. 5:18)! So we can look at whatever 
situation we face and say this is good, this will better me, or this will help me. I 
may not understand it, but I can trust God; He is there and He will carry me 
through it! We are called to declare our situation, whatever it may be, as joy! 
Because, it is not a question of if we have problems but when, as we all will face 
them. We will face problems; they are inevitable, unavoidable, and unpredictable, 
and no one is immune! How we deal with them is crucial for our contentment and 
faith. There is no escape living in our corporeal bodies and in a sinful world (Gal. 
3:26; Col. 3:1-4)!! 
 
For us to survive suffering and grow in maturity, we must have a real, authentic 
faith. Our eyes must be on Him as well as our trust and faith. God must have us in 
Him, all of us-every aspect (Phil. 3)! Why do we need to allow ourselves to 
surrender to Him? We cannot deal with them effectively without Christ as Lord! He 
gives us the attitude of joy and the ability to persevere! This attitude of joy is also 
a key attribute for an athlete in order to excel on the field as well as for a 
Christian to grow in the Lord. What will you do? Surrender to Him or live unto 
yourself (Job 14:1; Psalm 34:14; John 3:30; 2 Cor. 4:7-12; Gal. 2:20-21; 1 Peter 
4:12)?  
 
The key is for us to look to Christ, not to our situation, and declare our 
circumstances as joy. We are to be content and satisfied, to face them, and then 
learn and grow from them. This does not mean to give up and do nothing; it means 
to refocus our energies into productivity and faith-not questions and bitterness. It 
is to have our convictions and fulfilment in Christ, not circumstances. So, when 
something very difficult comes upon us, we will have the great comfort that God is 
in control and will not allow us to carry more than we can tolerate. Our joy and 
purpose in life is Christ, and our relationship in Him! Will you allow yourself to 
become less, and Him to become more (John 3:30)? If not, what is in the way? 
 
Remember to place Joy in all aspects of your life and expectations. If you are 
having problems take a serious look at despair and where it will get you, because 
there can be no delight without joy! You can have no true confidence without joy. 
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What we suffer through, what we go through, what we give up is in no comparison 
to what we gain!!!! Christianity and suffering is the ultimate in delayed 
gratification! 
http://www.discipleshiptools.org/apps/articles/?articleid=36686&columnid=4166  
 
Peace (Greek: eirene, Latin: pax) 
 
Peace is the result of resting in a relationship with God. Peace is a tranquillity, a 
state of rest, that comes from seeking after God, or, the opposite of chaos. Peace 

or ‘eirḗnē’ is God's gift of wholeness and derived from ‘eirō’, "to join, tie together 
into a whole", properly, when all essential parts are joined together as one or as a 
whole. 
 
The word "peace" comes from the Greek word ‘eirene’, the Greek equivalent for 
the Hebrew word ‘shalom’, which expresses the idea of wholeness, completeness, 
or tranquillity in the soul that is unaffected by the outward circumstances or 
pressures. The word ‘eirene’ strongly suggests the rule of order in place of chaos. 
When a person is dominated by peace, he has a calm, inner stability that results in 
the ability to conduct himself peacefully, even in the midst of circumstances that 
would normally be very nerve-wracking, traumatic, or upsetting...Rather than 
allowing the difficulties and pressures of life to break him, a person who is 
possessed by peace is whole, complete, orderly, stable, and poised for blessing. 
 
Jesus is described as the Prince of Peace, who brings peace to the hearts of those 
who desire it. He says in John 14:27: "Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to 
you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid". NKJV The only way to get this peace is to trust in the 
Jewish God, YHWH, as Isaiah says, "The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect 
peace, because he trusts in You". 
 
"Peace is not the absence of conflict, but the presence of God no matter what the 
conflict". -Anonymous 
 
"Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ". "May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace 
as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit". 
 
When having peace with God through the sacrifice of Jesus, we are then able to 
make peace between men, and also between men and God, also called 
"evangelism". It is understood that those who have peace with God, and are 
therefore sons of God, will act like their Father in heaven and become those who 
are able to make peace, or be peace makers, as Jesus says, "Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God" and "If God were your Father, 
you would love Me, for I proceeded forth and have come from God, for I have not 
even come on My own initiative, but He sent Me". So by saying this, Jesus is stating 
that only those who have received peace with God through Himself, the "sons of 
God", are able to make peace, no one else. These sons of God are specified by 
John when he says, "None of those who are children of God continue to sin, for 
God’s very nature is in them; and because God is their Father, they cannot 

http://www.discipleshiptools.org/apps/articles/?articleid=36686&columnid=4166
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continue to sin". Paul also says, "Never pay back evil for evil. Take thought for 
what is right in the sight of all men". Peace, in the Bible, is much more than just a 
lack of yelling or lack of war, it is the presence of YHWH allowed into a place and 
a person. Only with the Jewish God is there peace, as Isaiah writes, "'There is no 
peace,' says the Lord, 'for the wicked.'" Jesus is the Jewish God, and He is alive. 
 
Patience (Greek: makrothumia, Latin: longanimitas) 
 
Patience, which in some translations is "longsuffering" or "endurance", is defined in 
Strong's by two Greek words, makrothumia and hupomone. 
 
The first, pronounced (mak-roth-oo-mee-ah) comes from makros, "long", and 
thumos, "temper". The word denotes lenience, forbearance, fortitude, patient 
endurance, longsuffering. Also included in makrothumia is the ability to endure 
persecution and ill-treatment. It describes a person who has the power to exercise 
revenge but instead exercises restraint. (Strong's #3115) 
 
The latter, hupomone, (hoop-om-on-ay) is translated "endurance": Constancy, 
perseverance, continuance, bearing up, steadfastness, holding out, patient 
endurance. The word combines hupo, "under", and mone, "to remain". It describes 
the capacity to continue to bear up under difficult circumstances, not with a 
passive complacency, but with a hopeful fortitude that actively resists weariness 
and defeat, (Strong's #5281) with hupomone (Greek ὑπομονή) being further 
understood as that which would be "as opposed to cowardice or despondency" 
 
Hebrews 10:36 says, "For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done 
the will of God, you may receive what is promised". We are "strengthened with all 
might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with 
joyfulness". "With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one 
another in love". 
 
Kindness (Greek: chrestotes, Latin: benignitas)  
 
Kindness does not necessarily mean being nice, one can be kind and not nice. Nice 
is defined by dictionary.com as being agreeable. In contrast, kindness is acting for 
the good of people regardless of what they do, properly, "useable, i.e. well-fit for 
use (for what is really needed); kindness that is also serviceable". 
 
Strong's #5544: Kindness is goodness in action, sweetness of disposition, gentleness 
in dealing with others, benevolence, kindness, affability. The word describes the 
ability to act for the welfare of those taxing your patience. The Holy Spirit 
removes abrasive qualities from the character of one under His control. (emphasis 
added) 
 
The word kindness comes from the Greek word chrestotes (khray-stot-ace), which 
meant to show kindness or to be friendly to others and often depicted rulers, 
governors, or people who were kind, mild, and benevolent to their subjects. 
Anyone who demonstrated this quality of chrestotes was considered to be 
compassionate, considerate, sympathetic, humane, kind, or gentle. The apostle 
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Paul uses this word to depict God's incomprehensible kindness for people who are 
unsaved (see Romans 11:22; Ephesians 2:7; 2 Thessalonians 1:11). 
 
One scholar has noted that when the word chrestotes is applied to interpersonal 
relationships, it conveys the idea of being adaptable to others. Rather than harshly 
require everyone else to adapt to his own needs and desires, when c hrestotes is 
working in a believer, he seeks to become adaptable to the needs of those who are 
around him. (Sparkling Gems from the Greek, Rick Renner) 
 
Kindness is doing something and not expecting anything in return. Kindness is 
respect and helping others without waiting for someone to help one back. It 
implies kindness no matter what. We should live "in purity, understanding, 
patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; in truthful speech and 
in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the 
left". 
 
Goodness (Greek: agathosune, Latin: bonitas) 
 
1.The state or quality of being good 
2.Moral excellence; virtue; 
3.Kindly feeling, kindness, generosity,joy in being good 
4.The best part of anything; Essence; Strength; 
5.General character recognized in quality or conduct. 
 
Popular English Bibles (e.g. NIV, NASB, NLT) translate the single Greek word 
chrestotes into two English words: kindness and goodness. "Wherefore also we pray 
always for you, that our God would count you worthy of this calling, and fulfill all 
the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power". "For the fruit 
of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth",[38] with agathosune 
being "found only in Biblical and ecclesiastical writings, uprightness of heart and 
life" 
 
Goodness is virtue and holiness in action. It results in a life characterized by deeds 
motivated by righteousness and a desire to be a blessing. It's a moral characteristic 
of a Spirit-filled person. The Greek word translated “goodness,” agathosune, is 
defined as "uprightness of heart and life." Agathosune is goodness for the benefit 
of others, not goodness simply for the sake of being virtuous. 
 
Someone with agathosune will selflessly act on behalf of others. Confronting 
someone about a sin demonstrates goodness. So do giving to the poor, providing 
for one’s children, visiting the sick, volunteering to clean up after a storm, and 
praying for an enemy. Expressions of goodness are as varied as the Spirit is 
creative. 
 
Goodness is not a quality we can manufacture on our own. James 1:17 says, "Every 
good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 
Father of lights." This certainly includes a life characterized by goodness. In letting 
the Holy Spirit control us, we are blessed with the fruit of goodness. As others see 
our good works, they will praise our Father in heaven (Matthew 5:16). 
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Read more: http://www.gotquestions.org/fruit-Holy-Spirit-
goodness.html#ixzz36J9w6dFq  
 
The fruit of the Spirit is goodness. What do you think of when you hear the word 
goodness, or the phrases a good sermon or a good job? It refers to something that 
meets a certain standard, someone’s expectations. It fulfills the goal of the job. 
The sermon does what sermons are suppose to do — change lives. The meaning of 
goodness often depends on the context. A good book is different for different 
people and purposes. A good book for scholarly research is quite different from a 
good book for bedtime reading; and what is good recreation for one person may 
not be for the next. 
 
What do you mean when you say you had a good experience? Each person may 
mean something different, but I believe there is one principle in common — the 
idea that there was some kind of benefit to us. A good deed benefits someone in 
some way. It is an act of kindness. 
 
And what is a good friend? Probably the common quality above all others is 
someone who is dependable, someone you can count on to be there for you in 
need. The relationship benefits you. 
 
Finally, what is a good heart? It is sincere, honest, and moral. But who defines 
morality? For Christians, God is the One who defines moral goodness. He sets the 
standards, and it is His expectations that must be met. The Scriptures reveal an 
ultimate and absolute definition of goodness. 
 
Thus, from our common usage of the idea of goodness I see three aspects that all 
derive from the first. Goodness, or the idea of being good, means that the thing 
fulfills its purpose or the expectations for it. In the ultimate context of God’s 
expectations, goodness includes the second aspect of morality, and that is defined 
by God. The third aspect is that in most situations the purpose or expectation 
involves some form of benefit. 
 
These three aspects are just what is found in a study of goodness in the Scriptures. 
By looking at the usage of this word in the circles of context of the fruit of the 
Spirit passage beginning Galatians 5:22, we can see these principles expressed. 
The circles of context from the far to the near are: the Greek culture, the Hebrew 
background of the Old Testament, the rest of the New Testament, the rest of 
Paul’s writings, and then Galatians itself. 
 
The Greek word for goodness in Galatians 5:22 is agathosune. Besides being used in 
this passage, it occurs about a dozen times in the Greek translation of the Old 
Testament from around 200 BC, called the Septuagint. There are no references to 
it in existing secular Greek literature from ancient times. Should we make anything 
out of this? The biblical writers simply added the Greek equivalent of the “ness” 
ending to the word good. But the idea of goodness was not new to the culture. We 
may not use the word teachableness, but that does not mean we do not have the 
concept in our culture. However, secular Greek writers did not know the depths of 
God’s definition of moral goodness. 
 

http://www.gotquestions.org/fruit-Holy-Spirit-goodness.html#ixzz36J9w6dFq
http://www.gotquestions.org/fruit-Holy-Spirit-goodness.html#ixzz36J9w6dFq
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The root adjective of this word, agathos, was used in the Greek culture as our 
word good is used in the examples given above: for practical goodness in the sense 
of a good result, a benefit, or what we call a blessing; for moral goodness; and for 
something pleasing to the gods. There is another word for good, kalos, which some 
say emphasizes the aesthetic angle; but I have found it to be used interchangeably 
with agathos in Paul’s passages, and in the Gospels. 
 
The Hebrew word for good is tov and has about the same range of meaning as has 
been discussed for the English and Greek words. Simple concordance work shows 
this. Various enlightening illustrations will be discussed below, but first a point 
needs to be made that the original languages do not open up any great insights on 
this word. A person does not have to be a Greek or Hebrew scholar to understand 
the biblical teaching on goodness. But knowing how to use the language does make 
possible quicker study and more confident conclusions. 
 
The first place in the Old Testament where something is called good is Genesis 1. 
As God spoke into existence each phase of creation, He saw that it was good. What 
does this mean? How could it have been bad or evil? I believe the point here 
involves expected function. God’s creation did what He intended it to do. It 
accomplished its purpose. It met His expectations. And that is one of the basic 
ideas of the goodness the Spirit wants to manifest in our lives. 
 
In Genesis 50:20, Joseph says to his brothers who had sold him into slavery, “You 
meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about his 
present result, to preserve many people alive” (NASB). The Septuagint has agathos 
here. God had a purpose, which was to save many lives. God’s good purpose in 
every situation is ultimately to save lives. Joseph suffered some very hurtful 
things, but they turned out to great benefit for him and for many others. They 
fulfilled the purpose of God, His redemptive purpose. 
 
Deuteronomy 30:15 presents the covenant choice: “See, I set before you today life 
and prosperity, death and destruction” (NIV). The word prosperity here in the NIV 
is tov, the word for good or goodness. God calls His people to choose His way 
which will be of great benefit to them rather than great harm. The opposite of life 
and good is death and destruction. Again we see God’s ultimate beneficial purpose 
of saving life and providing a new quality of life and well-being in fellowship with 
Him. 
 
The sense of moral good versus evil is seen in Genesis 2 in the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. Evil here has the idea of rebellion against God. The 
character of God defines moral goodness. Exodus 33:19 shows this when in 
response to Moses’ request to see God’s glory the Lord says: “I will cause all my 
goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my name, the LORD [Yahweh], 
in your presence. I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy.” This says that all 
the Lord is represented by His name, is called His goodness, and is expressed in 
merciful, gracious love which offers forgiveness and salvation to all who will 
receive it. This association of goodness, forgiveness, and love is seen also in Psalm 
86:5. Thus, there is an overlapping of goodness with other fruit of the Spirit such 
as kindness, gentleness, faithfulness, and, of course, love. Goodness is a quality of 
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God associated so closely with Him that people use it as a euphemism for Him 
when making an interjection, such as “Oh, goodness!” 
 
Besides describing the character of God, goodness describes His acts on behalf of 
His people, the benefits of His salvation. At the end of Psalm 23 David confidently 
proclaims: “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life.” 
One of the places in the Septuagint where agathosune is used is Nehemiah 9:25 
(and 35). It says there in going over the history of Israel that they enjoyed God’s 
great goodness, which refers to the benefits of His salvation. 
 
Finally, Amos 5:4–15 is a powerful passage which parallels seeking the Lord with 
seeking good and doing good for others. Verse 6 says, “Seek the Lord that you may 
live,” and verse 14, “Seek good, and not evil, that you may live” (NASB). The good 
in this context is the opposite of oppressing the poor and the needy. Verse 15 
indicates it is hating evil and loving good by maintaining justice in the courts. 
Seeking good meant seeking to benefit rather than harm the needy, thus 
demonstrating the kind of saving, redemptive purpose God has. 
 
Significant New Testament references must include the commendation of the 
servants in the parable of the talents in Matthew 25:21, “Well done, good and 
faithful servant!” (NIV). Good is associated with faithfulness, and it refers to 
conduct which goes even beyond expectations in taking care of the master’s 
capital. These servants made an extra effort and even took a risk to bring their 
master gain and benefit, because of their commitment to him. Goodness involves 
going beyond the mere requirements. 
 
Luke 8:15 talks about good ground and then speaks about a person with an honest 
and a good heart who hears the Word and responds to it. So here goodness involves 
the honesty of receiving God’s Word repentantly, then responding in faith and 
obedience, and accomplishing His purpose for one’s life. 
 
One of the most famous and interesting passages is Luke 18:18,19. The rich young 
ruler calls Jesus good Teacher, or Master in some versions. “Why do you call me 
good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good, except God alone” (NIV). We can talk 
about good people and good things in terms of human standards, and our 
expectations for them, but when it really comes down to it, who sets the ultimate 
standard and expectations for goodness except God? Jesus was challenging the 
young ruler to consider the truth that He was God come in the flesh, and that 
appreciating God’s holiness and the gift of His Son would end the thinking that 
there is anything one can do to earn salvation. Third John 11 says that the one who 
does good is of God. True goodness can only flow out of a life right with God and 
yielded to Him. 
 
An important example from Acts is Barnabas in 11:24. He is called “a good man, 
full of the Holy Spirit and faith” (NIV). He encouraged others, according to chapter 
4, and was generous and honest. Later, in giving Paul a chance and then Mark a 
second chance, he showed great patience and unselfishness which reached out to 
benefit someone else. He demonstrated the connection between being filled with 
the Spirit and these qualities in one’s life. 
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Paul’s use of goodness outside of Galatians includes an interesting passage in 
Romans 5:7: “For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the 
good man someone would dare even to die” (NASB). You can name righteous 
people who do things right and never break the rules, but you do not feel like 
dying for them. However, the person who benefits you somehow, out of generosity 
and kindness, going beyond what is right, is one you might die for. Goodness goes 
beyond righteousness. 
 
Another famous passage is Romans 7:18-21: “I know that nothing good lives in me, 
that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot 
carry it out. For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want 
to do-this I keep on doing. Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I 
who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it” (NIV). In our sinful, selfish human 
nature there is no motivation to live God’s way and accomplish His purposes. 
 
Romans 15:14 says the Christians in Rome were “full of goodness [agathosunes], 
complete in knowledge and competent to instruct one another” (NIV). They were 
able to benefit and to help one another fulfill God’s purpose in their lives. They 
were characterized by God’s moral qualities. 
 
Chapters 4 and 5 of Ephesians give specific ways goodness is to be expressed in our 
lives. Some of these are, beginning in 4:25, speaking truthfully, not sinning in our 
anger, not stealing but doing something “useful” (NIV). That word useful translates 
the Greek word agathos, usually translated good. We are not to do hurtful, harmful 
things but helpful, beneficial, useful things. Then, continuing in verse 29, we are 
to build up one another with our conversation. We must get rid of all malice and 
be kind, compassionate, forgiving, imitators of God and Christ, living lives of love. 
In this way we align ourselves with the Holy Spirit and avoid grieving Him. 
 
Furthermore, verses 5–12 of chapter 5 remind us that God’s goodness in His people 
avoids sexual immorality, impurity, greediness, all disobedience, and fruitless 
deeds of darkness. On the contrary, God’s children live as children of light and 
seek to please the Lord, “for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, 
righteousness and truth” (verse 9, NIV). Here Paul clearly parallels righteousness 
and truth with goodness. Finally he calls for us to be filled with the Spirit, blessing 
God, blessing others, and submitting to one another in the fear of Christ. 
 
This brings us to Paul’s context in Galatians. He is clarifying the gospel message of 
our salvation by grace through faith, and not by keeping the law. He shows that it 
means freedom from bondage to the law, freedom from condemnation, and 
freedom from bondage to our old sinful nature. In 5:6 Paul says that what matters 
is faith working through love. This freedom is not to mean license, he says in 5:13, 
but serving one another in love. We are exhorted in 5:16-25 to walk in the Spirit, 
or live by the Spirit and bear good fruit. This is the opposite of fulfilling the works 
of the old sinful nature which are sexual immorality, hurting other people with 
strife, and wild, drunken, destructive behavior from alcohol. 
 
Paul’s list of the fruit of the Spirit, like his list of the works of the flesh, seems to 
have a lot of overlapping. Goodness following right after kindness seems to be 
closely associated with it. In fact, that same Greek word for kindness (chrestotes) 
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used in Galatians 5:22 appears in Romans 11:22, translated goodness in the King 
James Version where it refers to the goodness and severity of God. I believe there 
are many ways in which all the fruit are interrelated. To understand goodness one 
must understand all the fruit. 
 
A demonstration of God’s kind of goodness is called for in Galatians 6 where Paul 
appeals for gently and humbly ministering to others who are stumbling. We are to 
carry each other’s burdens and care enough to get involved with one another to 
prevent moral and spiritual ruin. 
 
Finally, verses 7—10 read, “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man 
reaps what he sows. The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that 
nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit 
will reap eternal life. Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper 
time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the 
family of believers” (NIV). We must keep sowing to the Spirit, which means we 
must keep seeking God and letting His qualities be developed in us and flow 
through us by the Spirit. When we do, we will benefit others; we will reach out 
beyond our own selfish needs and be self-giving, or generous as some translations 
refer to this fruit. God’s goodness goes beyond what is legally right, goes the extra 
mile, and gives what is needed and what will benefit, build up, and bless others. 
 
The fruit of the Spirit must continually be cultivated. We do not produce them 
once for all time. We need to sow to the Spirit continually so goodness will be 
expressed in our lives instead of the old selfish qualities. If I meditate on envy, 
jealousy, lusts, worries, or fears I am going to reap from them some very selfish 
evil fruit in my behavior and relationships. I may explode all over someone and 
cause great harm rather than good. But when I sow to the Spirit by meditating on 
God’s qualities through the Word, I will bear good fruit of kind, generous, 
beneficial acts toward others. I will help others experience God’s forgiving, 
restoring love in Christ through faith. I will also live a morally pure life according 
to God’s holiness. Bearing goodness means God can depend on me to be honest, 
repent of my sins, and turn away from evil. We need to continually seek to express 
this goodness in our responses and actions toward others. 
 
In conclusion, think of your favorite apple. What do you expect it to be like when 
you bite into it? What are the qualities of a good apple? Now, think about what you 
are like when someone bites into you. Do they receive goodness from you? 
Remember, only God in you is good. 
http://enrichmentjournal.ag.org/top/fruit6_goodness.cfm  
 
Faithfulness (Greek: pistis, Latin: fides) 
 
Further information: Loyalty and Fealty 
 
Faithfulness is committing oneself to something or someone, for instance, to one's 
spouse, to a cause, or to a religion. Being faithful requires personal resolve not to 
wander away from commitments or promises. It's not always easy to be faithful. 
Christian faith requires trust in God. "O Lord, thou art my God; I will exalt thee, I 

http://enrichmentjournal.ag.org/top/fruit6_goodness.cfm
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will praise thy name; for thou hast done wonderful things; thy counsels of old are 
faithfulness and truth".[40] "I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen 
you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts through faith".[Eph 3:16-17] 
 
The writer of the Letter to the Hebrews describes it this way: "Let us fix our eyes 
on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him 
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 
throne of God".[41] 
 
The root of pistis[42] ("faith") is peithô[43] that is to persuade or be persuaded 
which supplies the core-meaning of faith as being "divine persuasion", received 
from God, and never generated by man. 
 
Gentleness (Greek: prautes, Latin: modestia) 
 
Gentleness, in the Greek, prautes, commonly known as meekness, which is "a 
divinely-balanced virtue that can only operate through faith (cf. 1 Tim 6:11; 2 Tim 
2:22-25).[44] 
 
The New Spirit Filled Life Bible defines gentleness as 
 
"a disposition that is even-tempered, tranquil, balanced in spirit, unpretentious, 
and that has the passions under control. The word is best translated 'meekness,' 
not as an indication of weakness, but of power and strength under control. The 
person who possesses this quality pardons injuries, corrects faults, and rules his 
own spirit well". 
 
"Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit 
should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may be 
tempted".[Gal 6:1] 
 
"Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in 
love".[Eph 4:2] 
 
Self-control (Greek: egkrateia, Latin: continentia) 
 
The Greek word used in Galatians 5:23 is "egkrateia", which means having 
command or "mastery over" (krat- as in "autocrat"), or possession of, "one's own 
behavior". Which is accomplished through and by the power of the Lord, 
"proceeding out from within oneself, but not by oneself".[45] 
 
"...make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 
and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to 
perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual 
affection, love".[2 Pet 1:5-7] 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fruit_of_the_Holy_Spirit  
 
Work and the Fruit of the Spirit 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fruit_of_the_Holy_Spirit
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Love can transform our view of other workers (colleagues, customers, managers, 
etc.) as image bearers of God rather than objects of utility in the course of our 
work. Love can transform our view of work, recognizing the value it brings to 
others and the world. The book Theory R Management  illustrates the 
transformation that comes to the workplace when people are treated with love, 
dignity, and respect. 
 
Love is the overriding element, of course – in fact we could say that love is the 
summary and the rest of the list is the detail. At some point I’ll explore 1 
Corinthians 13:5-8 and each of the elements of Christian love (the Greek agape) as 
they relate to the workplace. But for now, suffice to say that the Kingdom of God 
will be most evident in the workplace when we see every individual, no matter 
how “nice” they are, the way God sees them. Every customer, colleague, supplier, 
employee and boss is a person created uniquely by God, in His image, loved by Him 
unconditionally, and of enormous value.  
 
How do we see people that way? I’ve struggled with this just as much as you have. 
The only solution I’ve come across is prayer. It has become essential to me to pray 
regularly for everyone I come into regular contact with, to pray when people upset 
or annoy me, to pray for the needs of the most difficult people I meet with. In my 
prayer, I am getting to see them a little through God’s eyes, and inevitably love 
starts to grow. Without the Holy Spirit in me, though, I simply can’t do this. Love is 
the fruit of the Spirit – my prayer is that God will unlock this love and let it flow 
through me daily to those I work with. 
 
On a practical level, this is a love that puts others before me, that considers their 
extraordinary value as people even when I’m dissatisfied with their work, and that 
listens to their challenges and joys with empathy and prayer. There’s more to 
come on this, but even this will make a surprising amount of difference in working 
relationships, in the atmosphere of a workplace, and in our perspective on work. 
http://faithatworkplace.blogspot.co.uk/2010/03/fruit-of-spirit-work-part-1-of-
9.html ) 
 
Joy can arise from accomplishing something meaningful. Psychologist Mihaly 
Csikszentmihalyi’s research shows that more satisfaction can come from our work 
than from a day at the beach. This is not to be confused with superficial joy, 
whipped up in an artificial way through cheers and slogans, but the deep 
satisfaction of doing what we are called to do. Dennis Bakke’s book Joy at Work 
captures this well. 
 
REJOICING LOVE 
 
Peace creates an atmosphere conducive to creativity and teamwork, leading to 
new ideas beneficial for any organization. This is not to suggest an absence of 
conflict, because new ideas often involve struggle and compromise. Engaging in 
conflict in the context of shared objectives can keep the tension healthy. Peace 
also means avoiding gossip, supporting others, and contributing to the good of the 
organization. 
 
RECONCILING LOVE 

http://faithatworkplace.blogspot.co.uk/2010/03/fruit-of-spirit-work-part-1-of-9.html
http://faithatworkplace.blogspot.co.uk/2010/03/fruit-of-spirit-work-part-1-of-9.html
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Patience recognizes the need to consider the long term. In our increasingly short 
term world, we have seen far too many examples of individuals looking for 
shortcuts, pursuing short term gain at the expense of longer term outcomes, or 
simply leaving at the first sign of difficulty. A recent study asked CEOs of 500 
companies whether they would knowingly forgo long term opportunities in order to 
make quarterly results, and 80% said they would.  Bankers and borrowers pursued 
short term gains with subprime mortgages and real estate speculation, leading to 
the far-reaching recession of 2008-2009. On the other hand, after Toyota’s 
production failures in 2009-2010, the company’s leadership acknowledged its focus 
on speed had contributed to the problems and it then increased the design time of 
new vehicles. 
 
ENDURING LOVE 
 
Kindness stands out when it is offered at work. A colleague recognizes a person 
who is struggling and offers a hand or someone to talk with. A boss sees an 
employee who is dealing with a difficult personal situation (a divorce, a sick child) 
and cuts some slack for a period of time. A teacher sees behind the apparent 
rudeness of a student, and looks for ways to help overcome a learning disability. In 
each case, the person sees others at work as more than a utility, and the 
recognition of that person as an image bearer of God works its way out in action. 
This is not to be confused with ignoring failure or having low expectations, but 
rather, carries out the words of Jude 22, “Have mercy on some who are wavering.” 
Another aspect of kindness is being generous. Generosity seems to be at odds with 
the goal of most businesses — to maximize profit — and with the goal of career 
advancement. But when everyone is simply looking out for their own interests, the 
cutthroat environment stifles collaboration and creativity. Some businesses have 
demonstrated that generous return policies can actually improve the bottom line. 
Generosity can permeate an organization when it starts with the leader, but it can 
have a supportive impact no matter where it is practiced. 
 
CARING LOVE 
 
Goodness – in the Greek, it refers to striving for the standards that God has 
defined.  It is an attitude of opposition to all forms of evil – in our own lives as well 
as in the lives of others.  Goodness, in the biblical sense is an attitude of God’s 
correcting love.  It identifies an evil situation and tries to bring about change ie 
seeking to bring a positive ‘replacement’ for what is essentially a ‘negative’ 
situation. (Based on NCD – ‘The 3 Colors of Love’)  There is also an element of 
generosity involved here, because one is committed to pour one’s life into the 
situation out of an attitude of love, not self-centredness or having a moral high-
ground. 
 
CORRECTING LOVE 
 
Faithfulness is demonstrated by sticking with the task to completion, being a 
person of your word in delivering what you promised, or simply showing up even 
when you don’t feel like it. Faithfulness is often not as glamorous as laying out a 
vision, but it is vital to any kind of work. Melissa Rafoni, in the Harvard 



 

23 
 

management update (2008)[6] said, “Strategic planning gets all the cachet and all 
the ink, but the most creative, visionary strategic planning is useless if it isn't 
translated into action.” Paul says, “Whatever your task, put yourselves into it, as 
done for the Lord and not for your masters” (Colossians 3:23). 
 
RELIABLE LOVE 
 
Gentleness is best seen in the hard conversations at work, such as during a sharp 
disagreement, difficult performance review or termination. It may be seen in the 
way a teacher challenges a student. These tough conversations are done with a 
sense of humility in spite of a position of power, allowing for communication and 
trust, and avoiding the degradation of the individual. Like kindness, gentleness is 
not the same as reducing expectations or excusing a lack of excellence. Instead it 
is a means of correction that begins with humility and respect. 
 
HUMBLE LOVE 
 
Self-Control is required in the face of temptation to cut a corner, bend a rule or 
act dishonestly because of the significant opportunity for gain. Executives formerly 
of great wealth and power are now in prison because of the lack of self-control, 
but lack of self-control is not restricted to top level executives or politicians. The 
person in the lowest position in an organization may be tempted to use company 
resources for personal gain, or a student may be tempted to cheat on a test in 
order to get a better grade and pass a class. Self-control is that check within each 
individual that is necessary for a healthy workplace. Self-control is greatly 
enhanced in the presence of mutual accountability and organizational systems that 
increase teamwork and interdependence. 
DISCIPLINED LOVE 
http://www.theologyofwork.org/auxiliary-pages/fruits-of-the-spirit-galatians-522-
23/  

 
CHARACTER TRAITS  
 

· Forgiving is the realization of how much we have been forgiven by Christ. This 
enables us to forgive the  things that are done to us. It involves not being resentful 
to others, and ignoring the wrongs that we have received so we can heal 
relationships by expressing Christ's love. (Luke 23:34; Ephesians 4:32; Colossians 
3:13) 
· Humility minimizes arrogance and removes pride. It is understanding our fallen 
nature and tendency to think we are better than we are, and our striving to lift up 
ourselves above others and God. It is admitting that others, and more importantly 
God is responsible for our achievements. Humbleness will enable us to be a 
teachable person who is willing to have the attitude of submission and servant-
hood, one who confesses sin and remembers how Christ served us! (Luke 22:27; 
Phil. 2:8; 1 Peter 5:3-5)  
· Fairness sees a situation from the viewpoint of each person involved and not just 
ours. It seeks the best, just, equable solution, even if it hurts us. (Matthew 7:12) 

http://www.theologyofwork.org/auxiliary-pages/fruits-of-the-spirit-galatians-522-23/
http://www.theologyofwork.org/auxiliary-pages/fruits-of-the-spirit-galatians-522-23/
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· Courage realizes that God has given us the strength to face any situation, trial, 
or peril. It is the ability to react, knowing that God is in control, that He who is in 
me is greater than he who is against me. (Deuteronomy 31:6; 1 John 4:4) 
· Friendship is the companionship and closeness we are to have with one another. 
It is the commitment to help form the character in others. This is not to be feared 
but embraced, even when it hurts! (Proverbs 27:17) 
· Honesty & Truthfulness mean being straight and honest with others and doing 
what is right. This trait will allow us to earn trust by being accurate with facts and 
situations. (2 Cor. 8:21; Ephesians 4:25) 
· Dependable is being constantly reliable and trustworthy. It will allow us to 
continue in our commitments even if it means personal sacrifice. (1 Corinthians 
4:2; Colossians 1:10) 
· Gratitude is an attitude of being thankful, even when we do not see what we 
have. This is an aspect of worship, expressing to God and others how they have 
benefited our lives by showing their support and benevolence. (1 Corinthians 4:7; 1 
Thess. 5: 18)  
· Responsibility is to know and do what God and others expect. (Romans 14:12) 
· Contentment is the attitude of accepting whatever God provides for us, and 
being happy with it. It does not seek what we do not need for gratification, and 
does not find happiness in the shallow things of life. (Rom. 9:19-21; Phil. 4: 10-13; 
1 Tim. 6:6-9) 
· Generosity allows us to give to others because God has given abundantly to us. It 
is the wise use of stewardship and the attitude that all I have belongs to God and 
knowing we are the caretakers for His purpose. (Deut. 16:17; Matthew 10:8) 
· Purity & Holiness is being set apart for God's use, which is holiness in action. It 
does not allow us to be contaminated nor interfere with others in our growth and 
relationship in Christ. (Matt. 5:8; Phil. 4:8; 1 Tim. 1:5; 5:22; James 4:8) 
· Confidence helps us rely on the Lord for all things in our life. It will enable us to 
push forward in the direction that we are called because He is governing. It makes 
us realize we are not responsible for the results--only the obedience. (Philippians 
4:13) 
· Encouragement will lift, support, and help others up through difficult 
circumstances, all from God's perspective. (Psalm 119:28; 143:3; Matt. 3:17; John 
14:1; 1 Thess. 5:11-14) 
· Availability is being willing to adjust our own schedule, agenda, and plans to fit 
the right desires of God and others. It makes personal priorities secondary to the 
needs of God and others. It is to reflect God's priorities so we are always available 
to Him and others when we are serving. (Mark 1:17-18; Acts 16:10) 
· Attentiveness will recognize the value of other people by giving them listening 
ears, respect, courtesy, and total concentration. This means paying attention to 
others, not just listening to our own needs and desires, and also giving genuine 
contemplation to God's Word. (Hebrews 2:1) 
· Wisdom truly desires the knowledge of God's Word and the proper application to 
our life. This will enable us to make good judgments and decisions. (1 Kings 3:9; 
Psalm 119:97-98) 
· Compassion will feel the pain and plight of others. It will enable us to convey a 
deep feeling of love and concern that moves us to meet their distresses, struggles, 
and needs. (Job 29:13; Isa. 40:11; Mark 1:41; Luke 19:4; 1 Peter 3:8)  
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· Enthusiasm will enable us to overcome disappointments and setbacks, so we can 
be positive, optimistic, and keep up our interest, attitude, and zeal, even when 
things are harsh. (Matt: 5:16; Rom. 12:11; Gal. 6:9; Col. 3:23) 
· Initiative will take the front position to recognize and do what needs to be done 
before being asked to do it. (Prov. 22:29; Philippians 3:14; 4:13-15) 
· Diligence allows us to operate with our best for His highest with excitement and 
passion in order to complete our work and call from the Lord. (Prov. 10:4; Rom. 
12:11; Colossians 3:23) 
· Thoughtfulness considers and gives attention and care to others and their 
feelings first. (Philippians 2:4) 
· Efficient is being well organized, competent, and resourceful so we can make the 
most of every situation, doing our best and seeking better ways. (Psalm 90:12; 
Ephesians 4:23; 5:15- 16; 1 Pet. 4:10) 
· Discretion keeps our minds and focus on sound judgment, giving serious attention 
and thought to what is going on. It will carefully choose our words, attitudes, and 
actions to be right for any given situation, thus avoiding words and actions that 
could result in adverse consequences. (Psalm 112:5; Proverbs 22:3; Rom.12: 2, 9; 
14:19, 22) 
· Optimism will think the best of and be positive with people and all situations, 
even if later proven wrong. (Luke 21:18; John 16:33; Romans 8:25; 28) 
· Obedience is submitting to do what God requires of us. It is also recognizing the 
authority and direction from others, such as the pastor and church, so we can 
create winning situations. (Deut. 13: 4; Prov. 19:16; John 14:14; 15:14; 2 
Corinthians 10:5) 
· Reverence is recognizing and respecting people, not just because of their 
position and authority, but as brothers and sisters in the Lord, regardless of their 
personality, knowing He loves them too! (1 Peter 2:13-14) 
 
More Character attributes: These are the further fruits that are produced when 
we are following the above principles! 
· Agreeable finds Biblical solutions and support for others, without compromising 
truth. (Amos 3:3) 
· Appreciation gives God our heartfelt thanks as a lifestyle of worship and 
adoration. This allows us to give to, and value others with respect. (Romans 12:10) 
· Avoiding anger is the knowing of its destructive force and striving to maintain 
"cool" and serenity. (James 1:19) 
· Being a Good Example is not allowing your relationship with Christ to become 
hypocritical, since people see your example as to what a Christian is! (1 Pet 2:21-
2; 1 Pet 2:12,15,17) 
· Childlike Faith is the wonder and awe of what Christ did for us. It is something 
that we should never lose. Let us maintain our enthusiasm and not become just a 
subculture or routine! (Mt. 18:2-4; 34) 
· Commitment is being dedicated and pushing ahead as well as being satisfied with 
what you have. It is vowing to honor and be the best with what God has given of 
spiritual and material things. (1 Timothy 6:20) 
· Communicating is being willing to convey thoughts, attitudes, feelings, and 
actions to others in a kind and listening manner that reflects Christ. (1 Timothy 
4:12) 
· Conviction is devotion to and following of the precepts of Scripture with zeal, 
whatever the cost. (Daniel 1:8) 
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· Cooperativeness is the support and willingness to work together in peace, unity, 
and harmony. (Eph. 4:3) 
· Creative is being resourceful and imaginative in using the best of the goods and 
talents we have been given to serve the Lord. (1 Timothy 4:14) 
· Diligenceis the loving of our call and the pursuing of our work, doing our best for 
His glory. (Colossians 3:23) 
· Dependableis always being reliable and trustworthy. (Colossians 1:10) 
· Determination is the ability to make difficult decisions and accomplish God's 
goals based on the truths of God's Word, regardless of the opposition. (Psalms 
119:30; 2 Timothy 4:7,8) 
· Deference is being willing to bend personal freedom for the respect and esteem 
of others. (Romans 14:21) 
· Devotionis aligning personal desires, plans, worship, and hope with God. 
(Colossians 3:2) 
· Discernment is the ability to see people and situations the way they really are 
with of neutrality and justice, while also being cautious with right timing and 
actions. (1 Samuel 16:7; Proverbs 19:2) 
· Discreet is the ability to not bully people with our personality or actions, or even 
with sound and right opinions. It is giving serious respect, attention, and thought 
to what we say and do. (Psalm 112:5) 
· Discipline is upholding and continuing a consistent and well-ordered life through 
godly obedience, regardless of how we feel. (1 Timothy 4:7) 
· Decisive is sticking to right and just decisions based on God's perfect will. 
(Romans 12:2) 
· Not to swear or slander is refusing to verbally hurt others! (James 1:26) 
· Endurance is the inner strength to remain in Him with staying power in order to 
accomplish God's will. (Galatians 6:9) 
· Fearless is facing down peril without being stupid. Sound mind is being bold 
since God gives us strength. (2 Timothy 1:7) 
· Flexibility is being open to others plans and ideas and willing to be instructed 
and challenged to change for the better. (Colossians 3:2) 
· Godly Priorities is choosing to follow Scriptural precepts as the primary 
important schedule and value for life. (Matthew 6:33) 
· Godliness is being pious, which is rearranging our priorities to line up with God's 
character. (3 John 11) 
· Grace is elegant simplicity and calm that minimizes crudeness. (Psalm 94:11; 
James 4:6) 
· Guidance is a willingness to help others to apply the precepts of Scripture in 
everyday and difficult situations. (Proverbs 27:9) 
· Harmless is not willing or deliberately hurting anyone or anything. (Heb 7:26) 
· Honest is being truthful and doing what is sincere and right before God and 
others. (Heb 7:26) 
· Hospitality is a willingness to share, with discernment, what God has given us, 
including our family, home, finances, and food. (Romans 12:13) 
· Integrity is the obedience to a moral code of values that have honor, truth, and 
reliability. It will allow one to keep his word and do his best even when no one else 
is looking. (Psalm 78:72) 
· Just is doing what is fair, moral, impartial, and right, according to God's will. 
(Genesis 6:9) 
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· Loyalty is remaining committed to those whom God has brought into our lives 
and has called us to serve, even in times of difficulty. (Proverbs 17:17) 
· Meekness is not about being weak! It is strength under control, which yields 
personal rights and expectations to God. (Psalms 62:5) 
· Mercifulis demonstrating more forgiving and gracious kindness than the world 
requires. (Luke 6:36) 
· Patience is the fortitude to accept from others difficult situations that we do not 
like. With God, it is trust of His timing, and not giving Him a deadline. (Romans 
12:12) 
· Perseverance is not being faint with our call, but being able to persist and 
continue to deal with stress so we can accomplish what God calls us to. (Galatians 
6:9) 
· Persuasiveness advocates God's Word to others so they can be changed in their 
thinking and can conform to His will. (2 Timothy 2:25) 
· Prompt is not holding others back with our inadequacies; it is respecting the time 
of others and being able to act quickly when God and others call on us. 
(Ecclesiastes 3:1) 
· Prudence is not being a prude, but implementing and applying good, logical, and 
just judgment to situations that will help in avoiding error and problems. (Proverbs 
13:6; 22:3) 
· Purpose is in knowing who we are in Christ and acting it out with our call. That 
is, devoting our life, Spiritual gifts, abilities, and call so it can bring out the best in 
people and situations. Our meaning of life will have eternal treasure and results. 
(John 15) 
· Respectful is being polite and courteous to the people, and the civil authorities 
God has placed in our life. (1 Thess. 5:13-13) 
· Security is trust and reliance upon God for our daily needs. This is not laziness, 
but working with God's values, and organizing our life around God's Will with an 
eternal outlook in mind for a secure feeling. We are safe because of God's 
protection. (Proverbs 29:25; John 6:27) 
· Submissive is, with awe and reverence, surrendering and yielding our will and 
plans over to God's guidance. (Ephesians 5:21) 
· Self-Acceptance is realizing we are deeply loved and accepted by Christ, thus, 
we can accept us. To love others we have to love ourselves as Christ implies for us 
to. Self-hatred is not Biblical! Self-Acceptance will allow us to accept 
unchangeable physical features and situations that God has made, to allow us to 
focus on the more important things in life such as character. (2 Corinthians 12:9-
10) 
· Selflessness is the altruistic giving of ourselves to others, as Christ gave Himself 
to us. (Titus 2:14) 
· Sensitivity is exercising kindness and compassion so we can go beyond just reason 
and logic to perceive and respond to others. (Romans 12:15) 
· Servant Leadership is exercising real godly leadership as Christ did, by His taking 
a towel, influencing, equipping, and empowering people to accomplish God's 
purpose and plan. (Luke 22:26) 
· Sincerity is earnest honesty that is readily doing what is right, with pure and 
loving intention. (Joshua 24:14; 1 Peter 1:22) 
· Success is not what the world says is achievement; it is to know and faithfully 
follow God's Will and His Word. It is our obedience, not our numbers or 
measurements! (Matthew 25:21) 
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· Suffering is not sought, but when it happens, it is d allowing it to turn into a 
mold to allow us to be made for the better as "Christ hath suffered" makes us 
better. It is not a personal attack, rather it is a means to get our attention to make 
us better, more useful, stronger, and to understand what takes place in others. (1 
Peter 4:1-19) 
· Supportive is to come along side others, sharing our strength and courage in 
their afflictions and troubles. (Galatians 6:2)  
· Tactful is being considerate, delicate, and diplomatic with other's feelings and 
ideas, doing, and saying the right thing. (Colossians 4:6) 
· Teach is to share our insights and what we have learned with others, to disciple 
them. (Matt. 7:28; 28: 19-20; John 7:16; Mark 4:2; 2 John 1:9) 
· Temperate is to have self-control so we do not lose control and give in to lust 
and extremes of society's ills. (Titus 2:12) 
· Tolerant is being forbearing and patient with others, even when they are 
different or weaker. (1 Thess. 5:14) 
· Thoroughness is careful diligence that carries out our call with our very best for 
God's approval. (Ecclesiastes 9:10; Colossians 3:23) 
· Time is the moments in which we either burn or live for His glory. It is the 
opportunities we have to live, serve, learn, and grow. In so doing, if we invest 
wisely, we will produce eternal treasures. If not, it will go to waste. (Psalm 90:12) 
· Understanding is the ability to reason and comprehend situations. (Psalms 
119:34) 
· Virtue is holding onto the principles of moral excellence that calls us to a higher 
level where few people desire to go, but as a Christian, we must go! (Col. 3:12-17) 
· Zealous is maintaining our enthusiasm for our faith and call, not allowing our 
church or us to fall into a rut of meaningless rhetoric. (Luke 2:49; John 2:17 8:29) 
  
And, there are dozens of more godly characters, emulated in the Bible, which God 
calls us to embrace, and apply into our lives! Remember, these all synergistically 
combine to help create the mature, Christ-like Christian. What Christ gives to us in 
grace, and how we respond towards others around us are essential in all of our 
relationships.  When the other ingredients of a good relationship are right, then 
the love will come. Love does not stand alone, it needs to be in synergy with good 
character, attitude, and reverence, so we can stroll through the maze of 
relationships with confidence, and the assurance that Christ is lighting our path. 
http://www.discipleshiptools.org/apps/articles/?articleid=37084&columnid=4166 

 

WHY IS CHARACTER IMPORTANT AND HOW DOES ONE DEVELOP IT? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.discipleshiptools.org/apps/articles/?articleid=37084&columnid=4166
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COMMANDMENT – WE ARE CALLED TO BE YAHWEH’S HOLY PEOPLE 

 

ROMANS 1:7  
‘To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be his holy (1) people.’ 
 
(1) Hagios – set apart, different from the world. Does Jesus make a difference to 
every aspect of your life, in words, thoughts and actions? 
A dictionary definition of a Christian would be something similar to “a person 
professing belief in Jesus as the Christ or in the religion based on the teachings of 
Jesus.” While this is a good starting point, like many dictionary definitions, it falls 
somewhat short of really communicating the biblical truth of what it means to be a 
Christian. The word “Christian” is used three times in the New Testament (Acts 
11:26; 26:28; 1 Peter 4:16). Followers of Jesus Christ were first called “Christians” 
in Antioch (Acts 11:26) because their behaviour, activity, and speech were like 
Christ. The word “Christian” literally means, “belonging to the party of Christ” or 
a “follower of Christ.” 
 
Unfortunately over time, the word “Christian” has lost a great deal of its 
significance and is often used of someone who is religious or has high moral values 
but who may or may not be a true follower of Jesus Christ. Many people who do 
not believe and trust in Jesus Christ consider themselves Christians simply because 
they go to church or they live in a “Christian” nation. But going to church, serving 
those less fortunate than you, or being a good person does not make you a 
Christian. Going to church does not make you a Christian any more than going to a 
garage makes you an automobile. Being a member of a church, attending services 
regularly, and giving to the work of the church does not make you a Christian. 
 
The Bible teaches that the good works we do cannot make us acceptable to God. 
Titus 3:5 says, “He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but 
because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by 
the Holy Spirit.” So, a Christian is someone who has been born again by God (John 
3:3; John 3:7; 1 Peter 1:23) and has put faith and trust in Jesus Christ. Ephesians 
2:8 tells us that it is “…by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not 
from yourselves, it is the gift of God.”  
 
A true Christian is a person who has put faith and trust in the person and work of 
Jesus Christ, including His death on the cross as payment for sins and His 
resurrection on the third day. John 1:12 tells us, “Yet to all who received him, to 
those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.” The 
mark of a true Christian is love for others and obedience to God’s Word (1 John 
2:4, 10). A true Christian is indeed a child of God, a part of God’s true family, and 
one who has been given new life in Jesus Christ. 
http://www.gotquestions.org/what-is-a-Christian.html  
 
ROMANS 12:1-2  
‘Therefore, I urge (1) you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer 
(2) your bodies (3) as a living sacrifice (4), holy (5) and pleasing to God—this is 
your true and proper worship. Do not conform (6)) to the pattern of this world 
(7), but be transformed (8) by the renewing (9)of your mind (10). Then you will be 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2011.26
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2011.26
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2026.28
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%204.16
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2011.26
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Titus%203.5
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.3
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.3
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%203.7
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%201.23
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%202.8
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph%202.8
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%201.12
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%202.4
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%202.4
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%202.10
http://www.gotquestions.org/what-is-a-Christian.html
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able to test and approve (11) what God’s will is —his good, pleasing and perfect 
will.’ 
 
(1) Urge (parakaleo from para = beside + kaleo = call aloud)  (also used in Ro12:8, 
15:30, 16:17) literally means "to call to one's side" thus picturing someone calling 
another to his side and lovingly presenting his message to him. Thus instead of 
simply asserting his apostolic authority, Paul preferred to appeal to the inner 
consciousness of his readers.   All believers need this urging on these great verses 
in Romans 12:1-2, lest our familiarity with them lead to passivity! These opening 
verses and the truth that follows is life transforming. 
 
Parakaleo is often used to urge one to pursue a certain course of conduct. Paul 
may have had in mind the picture of the classic Greek use of parakaleo where the 
commander exhorts the troops about to go into battle (a thought worth 
pondering)!  One could translate parakaleo in this verse as Paul saying "I... 
appeal... beseech... exhort... plead... beg of you".  Paul is imploring the Roman 
saints to make a decisive dedication of all that they are to God. 
 
(2) Present (paristemi from para = beside or near + histemi = set) literally means 
to place or set beside or near hence to place at someone's disposal.  The English 
dictionary notes that to present is to bring or introduce into the presence of 
someone especially of superior rank or status, to make a gift to (ponder that in 
context of Ro 12:1!); to convey to another as a possession (Woe! This is 
convicting!); to set, place or introduce into the presence or before the face of a 
superior; to offer gratuitously for reception; To put into the hands of another in 
ceremony. 
 
Paristemi includes the ideas of to yield or surrender up, or to place at the disposal 
of another. The implication is that every aspect of a believer's life is to be yielded 
to God. In the Old Testament a worshiper would present an unblemished animal 
sacrifice to God as an expression of worship. Today, God doesn't want us to 
present dead sacrifices but to present ourselves to Him as living sacrifices. The OT 
Law demanded sacrifice. The Gospel of Grace invites us to consider the "mercies of 
God" in (Ro1:1-11:36) and respond accordingly. On the basis of what God has 
shown us He has done, we are not to look to the Law & respond because we MUST. 
Instead we look at all God has done in showing us mercies & we respond freely 
from a grateful heart..."With eyes wide open to the mercies of God". (Phillips). 
 
(3) Our body represents the totality of our being, not just our physical bodies but 
our heart, soul, mind and strength...ALL of each of them!  God wants ALL of our 
body on the altar, not just a part. The body is the vehicle that implements the 
desires and choices of the redeemed spirit & is essential for making contact with 
the society in which the believer lives. Through the body we serve (Ro 12:3ff). 
John MacArthur helps understand our bodies explaining that they "are more than 
physical shells that house our souls. They are also where our old, unredeemed 
humanness resides. In fact, our humanness is a part of our bodies, whereas our 
souls are not. Our bodies incorporate our humanness, our humanness incorporates 
our flesh, and our flesh incorporates our sin, as Romans 6 and 7 so clearly explain. 
Our bodies therefore encompass not only our physical being but also the evil 
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longings of our mind, emotions, and will. (MacArthur, J: Romans 9-16. Chicago: 
Moody Press) 
 
A pastor friend of Warren Wiersbe's once said "There are too many ‘cafeteria 
Christians’ in our congregation. Instead of letting God plan the whole meal and 
accepting it, they pick and choose what they want, and they miss the best dishes 
He fixes for them!” God wants ALL OF OUR HEART, and He expects us to obey ALL 
of His will in ALL of our ways. If Jesus Christ gave His ALL for us (Ro 3:24, 25, 26-
note, Ro 5:18-note, Ro 8:3-note, Ro 8:4-note), how can we do less than give our 
ALL to Him? (Wiersbe, W: Bible Exposition Commentary. 1989. Victor) 
What a believer does with his body is as much a part of the spiritual life as what he 
does in his devotional time or how he uses his talents or his money. The artificial 
division we make between “physical” and “spiritual” is not at all biblical. 
Presenting our bodies to the Lord is a part of our “spiritual worship”, and what we 
do with our bodies will have a direct bearing on how God will reward us one day. 
(4) As the story goes in a church service one Sunday, the offering plate came to a 
little girl at the end of a row. She took the plate, put it down on the floor, and 
stood in it. When the usher asked her what she was doing, she responded, “In 
Sunday school I learned that I was supposed to give myself to God.” As has often 
been quipped about the presentation of ourselves as living sacrifices, “The 
problem with living sacrifices is that they keep crawling off the altar." The main 
point is that although the Lord may ask some of us to physically die for Him, He 
asks all of us to live for Him.  In some respects, it may be harder to live for Christ 
than to die for Him; but if we are living for Him, we will be prepared to die for 
Him if that is what God calls us to do. 
 

(5) Holy – hagios is a derivative of the Greek term hagos which means literally "an 
awful thing." This is not something that is awful because it is bad, but awful in that 
it is awesome, sacred, consecrated to God, set apart for His use and purposes, holy 
(see Isaiah 6-note). Hagios is the word used to describe believers as "saints." 
Therefore, our bodies are presented holy to Him in the sense that they are set 
apart for His use...Peter noted this in his first epistle (1Pe 1:15, 16-note)...As God 
is unique, separate and distinct in that there is none like Him (Ex 9:14; Isa 46:9), 
believers are to be separated from that which would defile or defame God’s good 
name and distinctively set apart for their unique and awesome God. 
 

Keith Krell explains that a holy sacrifice "speaks of being fully abandoned to God. 
Dedication and service to God are an act of worship. This is the only worship that 
is “acceptable to God.” This means that as individual Christians and as a corporate 
church, we must do all that we can to ensure that holiness is promoted. That is 
why we must exercise church discipline. That is why we must speak the truth in 
love. That is why we must disciple new believers. We are commanded to be holy as 
God is holy.  
 

Ray Stedman comments on what constitutes a holy...acceptable sacrifice: "The 
only life that is acceptable to Him is the life of Jesus Christ lived again in us. As we 
have seen, God has put all that I am to death -- my plans, my programs, my desires 
-- are all tainted with self, and are worthless. But, the minute I accept this and 
acknowledge that it is true and right, then it is possible for Christ, who lives in me, 
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to begin to work out His plans, His programs, His ideals, His desires. He does it 
through my conscious will, but then it is something holy and acceptable unto God. 
Anything else is burning false incense, false fire, before God. 

 

(6) Conformed (suschematizo from sun/syn = together with + schema = external 
form, appearance) means to form according to a pattern or mold,  to fashion alike, 
to conform to the same pattern outwardly. The meaning is to form or mould one’s 
behaviour in accordance with a particular pattern or set of standards. The 
preposition "sun" in this compound verb denotes a personal assimilation to or 
conformity with the pattern indicated. 
 

Suschematizo also conveys the thought of following a manner of life that is 
unstable and changing rather than enduring. Paul’s prohibition is directed against a 
manner of life that does not come from nor is representative of the new creatures 
(creations) believers are in their inner being as the result of regeneration by the 
Holy Spirit Who now indwells every child of God. 
 

(7) World - aion - William MacDonald explains that the world as "as used here 
means the society or system that man has built in order to make himself happy 
without God. It is a kingdom that is antagonistic to God. The god and prince of this 
world is Satan (2Cor 4:4; John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11. All unconverted people are his 
subjects. He seeks to attract and hold people through the lust of the eyes, the lust 
of the flesh, and the pride of life (1John 2:16). The world has its own politics, art, 
music, religion, amusements, thought-patterns, and lifestyles, and it seeks to get 
everyone to conform to its culture and customs. It hates nonconformists—like 
Christ and His followers. Christ died to deliver us from this world. The world is 
crucified to us, and we are crucified to the world. It would be absolute disloyalty 
to the Lord for believers to love the world. Anyone who loves the world is an 
enemy of God. Believers are not of the world any more than Christ is of the world. 
However, they are sent into the world to testify that its works are evil and that 
salvation is available to all who put their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ." 
(MacDonald, W and Farstad, A. Believer's Bible Commentary: Thomas Nelson) 
 

(8) Be transformed (metamorphoo from metá = denotes change of place or 
condition +  morphoo = to form from morphe = form, shape referring to the 
essential form of a thing) has the basic meaning of changing into another form and 
is the term from which we get metamorphosis, which in biology denotes the 
amazing change of a lowly worm into a beautiful butterfly. So the change in view 
here is not a superficial fluctuation of fashion or conduct but a vital change 
revealing a new life. Metamorphoo describes Jesus' transfiguration in which His 
glory shined through His garments so that what Jesus really was on the inside was 
made manifest to Peter, John and James (Mt 17:2, Mk 9:2) 
 

Metamorphoo describes the process by which that on the inside shows forth to the 
outside such that that everyone can see.  In Romans 12:2 it describes an inward 
renewal of our mind through which our inner spirit is changed into the likeness of 
Christ. The verb morphoo does not refer to what is outward and transient, but to 
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what is inward and real and thus that which produces an outward expression 
which proceeds from and is truly representative of one’s inward character and 
nature. Hence on the Mount of Transfiguration the glory which was Jesus' 
essential and eternal inner divine nature, shone outward, for a brief time and to a 
limited degree. In a similar way, the believer's inner redeemed (divine - 2Pe 1:4-
note) nature is to continually be manifest outwardly in our daily thoughts, words 
and deeds. Note that transformed is Passive Voice which indicates that this 
process is being performed by an outside force, the Holy Spirit (see especially 2Cor 
3:18) (through) God's Word, not a change produced by our self effort. We must be 
(passive) transformed by God, trusting Him to do in and through us what only His 
Spirit can accomplish. 
 

(9)Renewing (anakainosis from anakainóo = renew qualitatively in turn from aná 
= again + kainóo = make new in turn from kainos = qualitatively new which is 
derived from a root meaning to turn out fresh and denotes that which is new in its 
own way) refers to a qualitative renewal or renovation (renovate = from Latin 
renovatus = past participle of renovare, from re- + novare = to make new, from 
novus = new) which makes a person different than in the past - new heart, new 
Lord, new home, new purpose and goal, etc. 
  

The basic root word kainos is is the epitome of the wholly different and miraculous 
"spiritual transaction" which is brought about at the time of our regeneration 
(Titus 3:5-note) and which then continues in "day to day salvation" (sanctification) 
as we present our bodies to God as living sacrifices, make choices to not become 
conformed to this present evil, ungodly world but to be transformed by God's Holy 
Word. When we make these choices to love God with all our heart and soul and 
mind and strength, the Holy Spirit transforms our mind to be able to think an 
entirely new way that we could not think before we were saved by grace through 
faith. That beloved is the essence of the noun anakainosis.  The related verb form 
anakainóo is used by Paul to encourage the saints at Corinth writing... 

 
Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our 
inner man is being renewed (anakainoo = present tense  = continuous process; 
passive voice = outside force producing this effect, i.e., the Spirit) day by day, for 
momentary, light affliction is producing (working out) for us an eternal weight of 
glory far beyond all comparison while we look not at the things which are seen, 
but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, 
but the things which are not seen are eternal.. (2Cor 4:16, 17,18) 
 
Again writing to the saints at Colossae Paul encourage them that and have put on 
the new self who is being renewed (anakainoo = present tense  = continuous 
process; passive voice = outside force producing this effect, i.e., the Spirit) to a 
true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him. (see 
Colossians 3:10-note) The noun anakainosis is used only twice in the NT, Romans 
12:2 (see discussion) and Titus 3:5  and means to cause something to become new 
and different with the implication of becoming superior. Anakainosis is not known 
outside Christian literature nor in the Greek Septuagint (LXX). The reference in 
Titus 3:5 refers to the first and unique renewing by the Holy Spirit Who creates a 
life that was not there before.  
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Stated another way this renewal as used here in Romans 12:2 depicts an essential 
change in character of your thinking - you can now think a way that heretofore was 
not possible. Now your new mind allows you at least the potential to see life the 
way God sees life. The believer belongs to heaven and to the age to come and no 
longer has to (or should) think like an unbeliever. 
 

(10) Mind – nous - How does this supernatural mind renewal take place? As the 
believer chooses to saturate his or her mind with the abiding seed, the living and 
active Word of God, the Spirit progressively "renovates" our mind so that the way 
we see, think and feel lines up more and more with the mind of God. 
 

(11) Prove (dokimazo means to test or examine something with the object of the 
test being to display or prove the genuineness of that which is tried. In the secular 
Greek culture dokimazo described the testing of metals by fire to see whether they 
were pure (especially used to test authenticity of metal coins). 
 

According to John Piper dokimazo "has two implications: one is the idea of testing 
and proving something's value. And the other idea is the capacity to assess it and 
approve of a value when you see it. It is very hard in English to bring out both 
these ideas with one word. The NIV does it in fact by using two words. It refers to 
the renewing of your mind, then says, "Then you will be able to test and approve 
what God's will is." That is the full idea. Test and approve." 
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COMMANDMENT – PRACTICE SERVANT LEADERSHIP INSIDE AND OUTSIDE WORK 

 

EXODUS 23:5  
‘If you an animal of someone who hates you, who has fallen down under the 
weight, go and help him.’ 
 
DEUTERONOMY15:8  
‘If among you there is a brother from the town where you live who is poor do not 
harden your heart nor tighten your fist towards him but rather open your hand to 
him and lend whatever he needs.’ 
 
DEUTERONOMY 22:1  
‘If you see your brother’s oxen or sheep straying, do not ignore it but be sure to 
take it back to him.’ 
 
DEUTERONOMY 22:4  
‘If you see your brother’s donkey or his oxen fallen on the road, do not ignore it, 
help him get them to their feet.’ 
 
Servant Leadership (Matthew 20:20-28) 
 
Despite this parable of God’s grace and generosity, despite hearing Jesus remark 
twice that the first shall be last and the last first, Jesus’ disciples are still missing 
the point. The mother of James and John comes asks Jesus to grant her two sons 
the most prominent places in his coming kingdom. The two men are standing there 
and Jesus turns to them and asks, “Are you able to drink the cup that I am about 
to drink?” They respond, “We are able.” When the other ten disciples hear about 
this, they are angry. Jesus takes this opportunity to challenge their notions about 
prominence. 
 
You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones are 
tyrants over them. It will not be so among you; but whoever wishes to be great 
among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must 
be your slave; just as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to 
give his life a ransom for many. (Matt. 20:25-28) 
 
True leadership is found in serving others. What this looks like will vary according 
to the workplace and situation. This doesn’t mean that a CEO must take a monthly 
turn sweeping the floors or cleaning the toilets, nor that any worker can cite 
helping someone else as an excuse for not doing their own work well. It does mean 
that we do all our work with the aim of serving our customers, co-workers, 
shareholders, and others whom our work affects. Max De Pree was a long time CEO 
of Herman Miller and member of the Fortune Hall of Fame. He wrote in his book 
Leadership Is an Art, “The first responsibility of a leader is to define reality. The 
last is to say thank you. In between the two, the leader must become a servant 
and a debtor. That sums up the progress of an artful leader.” 
 
The servant is the person who knows his or her spiritual poverty (Matt. 5:3) and 
exercises power under God’s control (Matt. 5:5) to maintain right relationships. 
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The servant leader apologizes for mistakes (Matt. 5:4), shows mercy when others 
fail (Matt. 5:7), makes peace when possible (Matt. 5:9), and endures unmerited 
criticism when attempting to serve God (Matt. 5:10) with integrity (Matt. 5:8). 
Jesus set the pattern in his own actions on our behalf (Matt. 20:28). We show 
ourselves to be Christ-followers by following his example. The topic of servant 
leadership is explored in depth in the article 
http://www.theologyofwork.org/new-testament/matthew/living-in-the-new-
kingdom-matthew-18-25/servant-leadership-matthew-2020-28/  
 
What is Servant Leadership? 
 
It is the focus on the growth of the individual, that they might flourish and achieve 
their full potential and not primarily the growth and potential of the organization, 
that distinguishes servant leadership from other leadership styles. The primary 
concern of the servant leader is service to their followers. 
 
In the secular business schools it was Robert Greenleaf who, in the early 1970s, 
proposed the servant leader model. However, the concept of a servant leader is 
not such a modern concept, but can be found in the biblical account of the life of 
Jesus Christ. By examining his model we can identify a Christ-centred, Christ-like 
servant leadership style that works for Christians who lead people in any situation. 
 
Jesus, the Model Servant Leader 
 
Jesus submitted his own life to sacrificial service under the will of God (Luke 
22:42), and he sacrificed his life freely out of service for others (John 10:30). He 
came to serve (Matthew 20:28) although he was God’s son and was thus more 
powerful than any other leader in the world. He healed the sick (Mark 7:31-37), 
drove out demons (Mark 5:1-20), was recognized as Teacher and Lord (John 13:13), 
and had power over the wind and the sea and even over death (Mark 4:35-41; 
Matthew 9:18-26). 
 
In John 13:1-17 Jesus gives a very practical example of what it means to serve 
others (see also “The King Who Led With a Towel”).  He washes the feet of his 
followers, which was properly the responsibility of the house-servant. Examination 
of this passage shows that: 
 
1.Jesus’ basic motivation was love for his followers (v. 1). 
2.Jesus was fully aware of his position as leader (v. 14). Before the disciples 
experienced him as their servant, they had already experienced him many times 
before as Master, and as a strong and extremely powerful leader. 
3.Jesus voluntarily becomes a servant to his followers (v. 5-12). He did not come 
primarily as their foot washer, but he was ready to do this service for his followers 
if needed. 
4.Jesus wants to set an example for his followers to follow (v. 14-15). 
 
The Servant Leader 
 
From the teaching and example of Jesus Christ we learn that being a servant 
leader in the most general sense means being: 
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•A voluntary servant, who submits themselves to a higher purpose, which is beyond 
their personal interests or the interests of others, 
•A leader who uses the power that is entrusted to them to serve others, 
•A servant who, out of love, serves others needs before their own, 
•A teacher who teaches their followers, in word and deed, how to become servant 
leaders themselves. 
 
The Christian Servant Leader 
 
Applying these considerations of Jesus as a role model for Christian leaders we can 
see that, from a Biblical perspective, a servant leader is a person, who is: 
 
•Christ-centered in all aspects of life (a voluntary servant of Christ) 
•Committed to serve the needs of others before their own, 
•Courageous to lead with power and love as an expression of serving, 
•Consistently developing others into servant leaders, and 
•Continually inviting feedback from those that they want to serve in order to grow 
towards the ultimate servant leader, Jesus Christ. 
 
There are some implications worthy of note that arise: 
 
•The servant leader is a “servant in all things” in relationship to God. 
 
This is the Christian servant leader’s higher purpose. He is also a “servant first” in 
relationship to people. 
 
Jesus Christ came into this world as God’s servant (Isaiah 42:1, Isaiah 52:13, Acts 
3:26, 4:27). He also came to serve man (Matthew 20:28). However, Christ did not 
come to be our servant, whereas he came out of obedience to God, serving 
him.Christians are called to be God’s servants in every aspect of our lives. From 
the Bible it’s clear that this means serving fellow man in accordance with the 
higher purpose of serving God. Note however, that simply serving people is 
insufficient. It does not necessarily imply that a leader is serving God. It is 
possible, for instance, to serve people based on an humanistic worldview. There is 
a big difference between serving the needs of others and being a servant of others’ 
needs. Serving the needs of others is liberating. It implies recognizing their needs 
(without judging them), and then doing what can be done, in line with the higher 
purpose of serving God first, to help satisfy that need. Whereas: 
 
- Being a servant of the needs of others, requires that one must do anything and 

everything possible to satisfy those needs, whether it is in line with one’s 
service to God or not. 

- The servant leader themselves is a growing leader, led and grown by the Holy 
Spirit. 

- Jesus was the only human being who never abused his power. 
 
For a leader the abuse of power is a major issue and temptation. The keys to 
avoiding abuse of power are feedback from God and from the followers, along with 
sharing power. These factors are necessary to help the leader apply power in line 
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with God’s purpose and for the best of the followers. The development and growth 
of followers into servant leaders inherently requires that the servant leader passes 
power on to them (sharing power), so that they can also grow in using that power 
to serve others according to the higher purpose.•Servant leadership is more about 
being than about doing. 
 
Without a serving heart it is almost impossible to become a servant leader. There 
are different ways to grow servant leaders, although Greenleaf (the founder of 
secular servant leadership) considers that a leader may need a “conversion 
experience” in order to become a servant leader. In any event, the highest priority 
should be given to help servant leaders to grow in their service to God. Out of the 
service to God, true service to others flows more easily. 
 
3D Servant Leaders 
 
There are three dimensions in which Christian servant leaders must grow: 
 
1. As a voluntary servant of God 
2. As a servant of others, and 
3. As a leader. 
 
If someone is already a committed servant of God and of others, they need to 
employ their leadership gifts to serve others as a leader with the right use of 
power and with love. Leadership skills training, continuous encouragement and 
feedback can support a servant leader in this growth process. 
 
Someone, who is already a leader, but who wants to become a servant leader, also 
needs training, encouragement and feedback, but they need a conversion towards 
servanthood much more. This commitment must then be strengthened again and 
again. It is harder to learn to be a servant than to learn to be a leader, especially 
for those who have been senior leaders for many years. Old habits die hard. 
 
The servant leader must be a “learning servant” who wants to grow both as a 
leader and as a servant. Therefore, the servant leader invites feedback especially 
from God – through prayer, Bible reading, and communication with spiritual 
mentors – and from the people being served. One way to start a feedback process 
with the people being served is simply is to ask them how the leader can best 
serve them. Ideally the feedback will be an ongoing process, resulting in the 
servant leader serving more effectively according to the actual needs of the 
people. 
 
According to the Bible, to become a servant of God and to enjoy serving others is 
not only a decision that a person needs to take, it is first a gracious gift from God. 
More than this, because of our new nature, as Christian leaders we should find 
ourselves readily drawn to the Christ-centred servant leadership model. It is the 
“leadership style” of our role model, Jesus Christ, and as we see throughout the 
Bible, serving God inherently includes serving others in line with his good plans and 
purposes. 
 
Reflection 
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How do you compare to the leadership role model of Jesus? Are you drawn to the 
higher purpose of serving God? Are you focused on your people, those who follow 
you (remember leaders have followers) achieving their full potential for the 
Kingdom?  It requires a conscious decision to become a servant of a higher purpose 
and of others. 
 
It may be that you have never looked at Jesus as a leadership role model. To 
discover more work through the references given in Thorsten’s article.  Take a look 
at the “King Who Led With a Towel” series on christian-leadership.org 
 
An interesting exercise is to read through Mark’s Gospel and look to see how Jesus 
led and developed that disparate collection of men who became his disciples and 
to whom he entrusted his Church. 
 
Remember, this Christ-centred servant leadership model is not just for Church 
leaders but Christian leaders in Kingdom enterprises and secular organisations too. 
http://christian-leadership.org/jesus-the-role-model-for-christian-leaders/  
 
http://www.dts.edu/download/publications/bibliotheca/DTS%20BibSac%202009%2
0Servanthood.pdf  
 
http://hisbridgemedia.com/docs/CourageousLeadership.pdf Use stuff from book 
 
Outcome 1: To be led more by Jesus, knowing him and 
understanding his will 
 
Christian leadership is rooted in relationship with Jesus. To be a good 
leader you first need to be a good follower. That’s why the first 
outcome speaks of ‘knowing him’. Yet it is so easy to lose our 
relationship with Christ in the busyness of ministry. 
 

 Chosen: at the heart of our model is the fact that we are chosen to 
be in relationship with Christ. Who we are is not as important as 
who we are ‘in Christ’. So on Arrow we take time to reflect on our 
relationship with Jesus, and ensure that ministry flows from this, 
that we work from his love not for his love. 
 

 Call: the next aspect of leadership is knowing what God wants us to 
do, ‘understanding his will’. Without this we fall into the traps of 
burn out, balancing demands, or dabbling in too many things. This 
is consistently one of the top issues for Christian leaders, ‘out of all 
the competing demands how should I use my time energy and 
talents.’ Therefore Arrow focuses on helping leaders discover God’s 
priorities for their lives. 
 
Outcome 2: To lead more like Jesus, enabling his people to be a 
reconciling community 
 
Christians leaders are called to lead more like Jesus, not to simply adopt 

http://christian-leadership.org/jesus-the-role-model-for-christian-leaders/
http://www.dts.edu/download/publications/bibliotheca/DTS%20BibSac%202009%20Servanthood.pdf
http://www.dts.edu/download/publications/bibliotheca/DTS%20BibSac%202009%20Servanthood.pdf
http://hisbridgemedia.com/docs/CourageousLeadership.pdf
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the leadership norms of society. The focus of all Christian leadership is 
not on the leader, but on servant leadership that enables God’s people 
to fulfil kingdom purposes in God’s world. 
 

 Character: for us to lead more like Jesus we’ll need to develop 
greater Christ likeness. Who we are constantly communicates and 
affects our leadership. And in the long-term it is normally character 
issues that trip us up. That’s why Paul speaks of ‘watching our life 
and doctrine closely’. 
 
Outcome 3: To lead more to Jesus, serving his redemptive 
purposes in our generation 
 
Many are struggling with current models of leadership, evangelism and 
church. As they ask big questions, they long to see more people come 
to Jesus. 
 

 Competence: we explore the leadership and evangelism skills 
needed to be missional leaders in a rapidly changing world. Tough 
issues and practical ideas combine to provide a level of input rarely 
experienced elsewhere to equip leaders for the church of the twenty 
-first century. 
 

 Community: Arrow seeks to grapple with all these issues in a safe 
place of like-minded people. The community aspect is vital to the 
process. 
http://www.arrowleadership.org/program/  
 
Working for others as much as for ourselves 
 
The crux of the command lies in the words “as yourself.” At least to some degree, 
most of us work to provide for ourselves. There is a strong element of self-interest 
in working. We know that if we don’t work, we won’t eat. Scripture commends this 
motivation (2 Thess. 3:10), yet the “as yourself” aspect of Leviticus 19:18 suggests 
that we should be equally motivated to serve others through our work. This is a 
very high call—to work as much to serve others as to meet our own needs. If we 
had to work twice as long to accomplish it—say one shift a day for ourselves and 
another shift for our neighbor—it would be nearly impossible. 
 
Providentially, it is possible to love ourselves and our neighbors through the same 
work, at least to the degree that our work provides something of value to 
customers, citizens, students, family members, and other consumers. A teacher 
receives a salary that pays the bills, and at the same time imbues students with 
knowledge and skills that will be equally valuable to them. A hotel housekeeper 
receives wages while providing guests with a clean and healthy room. In most jobs, 
we would not stay employed for long if we didn't provide a value to others at least 
equal to what we draw in pay. But what if we find ourselves in a situation where 
we can skew the benefits in favor of ourselves? Some people may have enough 
power to command salaries and bonuses in excess of the value they truly provide. 
The politically connected or corrupt may be able to wring large rewards for 

http://www.arrowleadership.org/program/
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themselves in the form of contracts, subsidies, bonuses, and make-work jobs, 
while providing little of value for others. Nearly all of us have moments when we 
can shirk our duties yet still get paid. 
 
Thinking more broadly, if we have a wide range of choices in our work, how much 
of a role does serving others make in our job decisions, compared to making the 
most for ourselves? Almost every kind of work can serve others and please God. But 
that does not mean that every job or work opportunity is of equal service to 
others. We love ourselves when we make work choices that bring us high pay, 
prestige, security, comfort, and easy work. We love others when we choose work 
that provides needed goods and services, opportunities for marginalized people, 
protection for God’s creation, justice and democracy, truth, peace, and beauty. 
Leviticus 19:18 suggests that the latter should be as important to us as the former. 
https://www.theologyofwork.org/old-testament/leviticus-and-work/#treating-
workers-fairly-leviticus-1913  

  

https://www.theologyofwork.org/old-testament/leviticus-and-work/#treating-workers-fairly-leviticus-1913
https://www.theologyofwork.org/old-testament/leviticus-and-work/#treating-workers-fairly-leviticus-1913


 

42 
 

COMMANDMENT – DO NOT FEAR DEATH 

 

LUKE 12:4-5  
‘I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and after that have 
nothing more that they can do. But I will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, 
after he has killed, has authority to cast into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him!’ 
 
There's nothing like a brush with death, a near-death experience, to clear your 
head and help you very quickly to decide what is important and what is not.  
Jesus has escaped from angry crowds seeking to throw him over a cliff (Luke 4:28-
30). He knows what the stakes are if he continues on the way he is going. 
Beginning with the Beelzebub incident (Luke 11:14-26) and now accelerated by his 
dinner confrontation with the scribes and Pharisees, Jesus is even more aware that 
his days on earth are numbered. He is aware that the scribes and Pharisees are 
now actively plotting hit downfall and demise (Luke 11:53-54).  
 
It is time to train his disciples in the uncomfortable necessity of being ready for 
death and judgment.  
 
But death is a subject people just do NOT want to talk about, even Christians. I 
remember planning a two-lesson series for my adult Sunday school class years ago 
about a Christian view of death and funerals. It was obvious at the first lesson that 
the group didn't want to go here. Talk of funerals brought up too many painful 
memories of loved ones departed. Of anguish and separation. Of longing and 
loathing. I scrapped the second lesson. 
 
But unless disciples are prepared to die for their cause, they are not prepared to 
live for it. Jesus predicted his death and then said: 
"If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily 
and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 
his life for me will save it. What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and 
yet lose or forfeit his very self? If anyone is ashamed of me and my words, the Son 
of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in his glory and in the glory of the 
Father and of the holy angels." (Luke 9:23-26) 
 
That had been the disciples' "lesson one." Today Jesus gives them "lesson two" of 
their discipleship training on persecution and judgment. He offers four motivations 
for his disciples: 
 Fear of being cast into hell (12:4-5),  
 The love, knowledge, and care of God (12:6-7),  
 The threat of being disowned by Jesus himself (12:8-9), and  
 The assurance that the Holy Spirit will help disciples offer a clear testimony to 

their persecutors (12:11-12). 
 
Let's examine the first motivation: fear. 
 
Don't Fear Your Persecutors  
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"I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that 
can do no more." (12:4) 
There is a whole business discipline called "risk management." It involves providing 
adequate insurance for companies and for protecting financial investments against 
possible downsides. By nature, risk management is conservative in nature. What is 
the worst that can happen? Is that an acceptable risk given the possible gains? How 
can we minimize the risk? 
 
That was not how Jesus approached his life and ministry. But he wanted his 
disciples to assess the risks up-front. What is the worst that can happen? he asks. 
Death. The worst that Jesus' opponents could do is to kill him -- and then kill his 
disciples. That's it. And then, incredibly, Jesus says, That's all: "... and after that 
can do no more."  
 
One of the reasons we fear death is that we cannot see beyond it. Our worldview 
sees the present clearly and the afterlife with extreme fuzziness. But Jesus is 
teaching his disciples about the kingdom of God. He is teaching them not to fear 
death. In John's Gospel he says: 
 
"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father's 
house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to 
prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back 
and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am." (John 14:1-3) 
 
My dear friend, fear of death is natural, just as the fear of the unknown is natural. 
But Jesus wants to take away our fear of death. That's part of being like Jesus. It's 
part of our school of discipleship. 
 
Fear God Instead  
 
"But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, after the killing of the 
body, has power to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him." (12:5) 
 
Some people would strongly disagree with Jesus at this point. Love, not fear, 
should be the Christian's primary motivator, they would say. They would quote the 
Apostle John, "There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because 
fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love" (1 
John 4:18). And that is true. But love is not the Christian's only motivator, 
especially for the immature Christian. 
 
My experience raising children is that, in the early training stage especially, fear is 
an important motivator. A child who does not fear his parents' wrath is a bratty 
child. But as children mature, they are more and more motivated by their parents' 
love. In my own struggle against sin, fear used to be the strongest motivator. But 
now grief at betraying my Father's love is a much stronger motivation. I'm growing, 
and gradually I'm learning. 
 
Throughout the Bible the key phrase to indicate a person with faith in God is "God-
fearing." We see that same phrase used in Luke, too: 
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"His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation." (1:50) 
"In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared about 
men." (18:2, 4) 
"But the other criminal rebuked him. 'Don't you fear God,' he said, 'since you are 
under the same sentence?' " (23:40) 
 
When someone can make us fear him, then that person controls us. Cowardice 
results when we fear our opponents more than we fear God. Jesus deals honestly 
with this basic human emotion of fear as he trains his disciples. Don't be overcome 
with your fear of men, he says. The most they can do is take your life; but your 
heavenly Father has power over eternal life, and that is much more important than 
physical life.  
 
Throwing a Person into Hell 
 
"Fear him who ... has power to throw you into hell." The phrase makes us 
uncomfortable. The Jehovah's Witnesses go so far to deny that there is an eternal 
hell. Hell isn't consistent with a loving God, many would argue.  It's okay for us to 
be troubled. But it is not okay for us to place our values higher than Jesus' values, 
and substitute our preferences for Jesus' clear teaching. We don't know more about 
love than Jesus does. Our knowledge of love is very meager compared to his.  
It might surprise you, but the concept of burning in hell was not invented by 
medieval clergymen intent upon controlling the populace (though they surely used 
it for that purpose). I was surprised when I found that Jesus says more about hell 
than any other person in the Bible -- by far. Largely what we know about hell we 
learn from Jesus himself. Oh, our culture's mythology, with the help of John 
Milton's Paradise Lost (1667) and Charles Dickens' Christmas Carol (1843) have 
elaborated upon it. Some parts of the mythology even have Satan responsible for 
throwing people into hell. But he has no such authority. Jesus tells us that God 
alone has the authority to throw a person into hell. 
 
The King James Version translates two words as "hell": hades, the Greek word for 
the place of the dead, the underworld, and gehenna, the place of punishment.  
Greek Gehenna refers to the "Valley of the Sons of Hinnom," a ravine just south of 
Jerusalem. Here child sacrifices had been made to the false god Molech. It was 
written of evil King Ahaz: 
 
"He burned sacrifices in the Valley of Ben Hinnom and sacrificed his sons in the 
fire, following the detestable ways of the nations the Lord had driven out before 
the Israelites" (2 Chronicles 28:3). 
 
"The fire" was identified early with the Valley of Hinnom. It was also a place where 
the prophets Jeremiah pronounced terrible curses of God's judgment and slaughter 
of the wicked (Jeremiah 7:31-32; 19:1-6). Isaiah saw the judgment of the wicked 
in terms of burning: "And they will go out and look upon the dead bodies of those 
who rebelled against me; their worm will not die, nor will their fire be quenched, 
and they will be loathsome to all mankind" (Isaiah 66:24). By the second century 
BC, the Valley of Hinnom had come to be equated with the hell of the last 
judgment. 



 

45 
 

There is some evidence that the Valley of Hinnom was the refuse dump of 
Jerusalem. The Prophet Jeremiah identifies the location of the Valley of Hinnom as 
"near the entrance of the Potsherd Gate" (Jeremiah 19:2), that is, the place where 
broken pots were discarded. NT scholar Joachim Jeremias observes, "It was still in 
modern times the place for rubbish, carrion, and all kinds of refuse." Jeremias also 
cites an ancient Jewish document that identifies the Dung Gate as leading to the 
Valley of Hinnom. It is logical, then, that it was a place where garbage burned 
continually. If Gehenna also has the connotation of burning refuse and garbage and 
uncleanness, then James' comment, that the tongue "is itself set on fire by 
Gehenna" is particularly apt (James 3:6). 
 
In Jesus' phrase "Fear him who ... has power to throw you into hell," the word 
"power" is Greek exousia, which carries the idea of "ability, capability, might, 
power" as does the Greek word dunamis, but also "the power or authority exercised 
by rulers, etc. by virtue of their office." Satan has neither the capability nor the 
right to throw people into hell. That is reserved to God. The word "throw" is the 
Greek word emballo, "throw (into)." 
  
In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus uses a similar phrase about one's whole body 
being thrown into gehenna, but uses the more common Greek verb ballo, "throw" 
(Matthew 5:29-30; 18:8-9), also found in the phrase, "throw them into the fiery 
furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth" (Matthew 13:50). In 
the phrase, "cast out into outer darkness, where there shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth" (Matthew 8:12; 22;13), we find yet another Greek verb ekballo, 
"drive out, expel, literally, 'throw out' more or less forcibly,"[7] the word used for 
expelling demons from a person's body.  
 
Should you fear God's wrath against sin? Should you fear the punishment of hell for 
your transgressions? Without the mercy and grace of God's forgiveness and 
forbearance, Jesus paints the picture of a fiery hell as the sure end of God's 
enemies. 
http://www.jesuswalk.com/lessons/12_4-12.htm  

  

http://www.jesuswalk.com/lessons/12_4-12.htm
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COMMANDMENT – SERVE ONE ANOTHER IN HUMILITY 

 

MATTHEW 20:26-28  
‘Whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever 
wants to be first must be your slave — just as the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.’ 
 
LUKE 22:26  
‘The greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like 
the one who serves.’ 
 
JOHN 13:14-17  
‘Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash 
one another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done 
for you. Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a 
messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know these things, 
you will be blessed if you do them.’ 
 
The Advent of Humility 
Jesus is the reason to stop concentrating on ourselves. 
 
Innumerable Christmas devotionals point out the humble circumstances of Jesus' 
birth—among shepherds, in a crude stable, with a feed trough for a (cradle). When 
Jesus himself tried to summarize why people should take up the yoke of following 
him, he said it was because he was meek and humble (Matt. 11:29). Seldom, 
however, do we explore the full implications of how Jesus' radical humility shapes 
the way we live our lives every day. 
 
Humility is crucial for Christians. We can only receive Christ through meekness and 
humility (Matt. 5:3, 5; 18:3-4). Jesus humbled himself and was exalted by God 
(Phil. 2:8-9); therefore joy and power through humility is the very dynamic of the 
Christian life (Luke 14:11; 18:14; 1 Pet. 5:5). The teaching seems simple and 
obvious. The problem is that it takes great humility to understand humility, and 
even more to resist the pride that comes so naturally with even a discussion of the 
subject. We are on slippery ground because humility cannot be attained directly. 
Once we become aware of the poison of pride, we begin to notice it all around us. 
We hear it in the sarcastic, snarky voices in newspaper columns and weblogs. We 
see it in civic, cultural, and business leaders who never admit weakness or failure. 
We see it in our neighbors and some friends with their jealousy, self-pity, and 
boasting. 
 
And so we vow not to talk or act like that. If we then notice "a humble turn of 
mind" in ourselves, we immediately become smug—but that is pride in our 
humility. If we catch ourselves doing that we will be particularly impressed with 
how nuanced and subtle we have become. Humility is so shy. If you begin talking 
about it, it leaves. To even ask the question, "Am I humble?" is to not be so. 
Examining your own heart, even for pride, often leads to being proud about your 
diligence and circumspection. Christian humility is not thinking less of yourself; it 
is thinking of yourself less, as C. S. Lewis so memorably said. It is to be no longer 
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always noticing yourself and how you are doing and how you are being treated. It 
is "blessed self-forgetfulness." 
 
Humility is a byproduct of belief in the gospel of Christ. In the gospel, we have a 
confidence not based in our performance but in the love of God in Christ (Rom. 
3:22-24). This frees us from having to always be looking at ourselves. Our sin was 
so great, nothing less than the death of Jesus could save us. He had to die for us. 
But his love for us was so great, Jesus was glad to die for us. 
Grace, Not Goodness 
 
We are on slippery ground when we discuss humility, because religion and morality 
inhibit humility. It is common in the evangelical community to talk about one's 
worldview—a set of basic beliefs and commitments that shape the way we live in 
every particular. Others prefer the term "narrative identity." This is a set of 
answers to the questions, "Who am I? What is my life all about? What am I here for? 
What are the main barriers keeping me from fulfillment? How can I deal with those 
barriers?" 
 
There are two basic narrative identities at work among professing Christians. The 
first is what I will call the moral-performance narrative identity. These are people 
who in their heart of hearts say, I obey; therefore I am accepted by God. The 
second is what I will call the grace narrative identity. This basic operating 
principle is, I am accepted by God through Christ; therefore I obey. People living 
their lives on the basis of these two different principles may superficially look 
alike. They may sit right beside one another in the church pew, both striving to 
obey the law of God, to pray, to give money generously, to be good family 
members. But they are doing so out of radically different motives, in radically 
different spirits, resulting in radically different personal characters. 
 
When persons living in the moral-performance narrative are criticized, they are 
furious or devastated because they cannot tolerate threats to their self-image of 
being a "good person." But in the gospel our identity is not built on such an image, 
and we have the emotional ballast to handle criticism without attacking back. 
When people living in the moral-performance narrative base their self-worth on 
being hard working or theologically sound, then they must look down on those 
whom they perceive to be lazy or theologically weak. 
 
But those who understand the gospel cannot possibly look down on anyone, since 
they were saved by sheer grace, not by their perfect doctrine or strong moral 
character. 
 
The Stench of Moralism 
 
Another mark of the moral-performance narrative is a constant need to find fault, 
win arguments, and prove that all opponents are not just mistaken but dishonest 
sellouts. However, when the gospel is deeply grasped, our need to win arguments 
is removed, and our language becomes gracious. We don't have to ridicule our 
opponents, but instead we can engage them respectfully. People who live in the 
moral-performance narrative use sarcastic, self-righteous putdown humor, or have 
no sense of humor at all. Lewis speaks of "the unsmiling concentration upon Self, 
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which is the mark of hell." The gospel, however, creates a gentle sense of irony. 
We find a lot to laugh at, starting with our own weaknesses. They don't threaten us 
anymore because our ultimate worth is not based on our record or performance. 
Martin Luther had the basic insight that moralism is the default mode of the human 
heart. Even Christians who believe the gospel of grace on one level can continue to 
operate as if they have been saved by their works. In "The Great Sin" in Mere 
Christianity, Lewis writes, "If we find that our religious life is making us feel that 
we are good—above all, that we are better than someone else—I think we may be 
sure that we are being acted on, not by God, but by the Devil." 
 
Gracious, self-forgetful humility should be one of the primary things that 
distinguishes Christian believers from the many other types of moral, decent 
people in the world. But I think it is fair to say that humility, which is a key 
differentiating mark of the Christian, is largely missing in the church. 
Nonbelievers, detecting the stench of sanctimony, turn away. Some will say, 
"Phariseeism and moralism are not our culture's big problems right now. Our 
problems are license and antinomianism. There is no need to talk about grace all 
the time to postmodern people." But postmodern people have been rejecting 
Christianity for years, thinking that it was indistinguishable from moralism. Only if 
you show them there's a difference—that what they rejected wasn't real 
Christianity—will they even begin to listen again. 
 
Get Your Fresh Humility Here 
 
This is the place where the author is supposed to come up with practical solutions. 
I don't have any. Here's why. 
 
First, the problem is too big for practical solutions. The wing of the evangelical 
church that is most concerned about the loss of truth and about compromise is 
actually infamous in our culture for its self-righteousness and pride. However, 
there are many in our circles who, in reaction to what they perceive as arrogance, 
are backing away from many of the classic Protestant doctrines (such as Forensic 
Justification and Substitutionary Atonement) that are crucial and irreplaceable — 
as well as the best possible resources for humility. 
 
Second, directly talking about practical ways to become humble, either as 
individuals or as communities, will always backfire. I have said that major wings of 
the evangelical church are wrong. So who is left? Me? Am I beginning to think only 
we few, we happy few, have achieved the balance that the church so needs? I 
think I hear Wormwood whispering in my ear, "Yes, only you can really see things 
clearly." I do hope to clarify, or I wouldn't have written on the topic at all. But 
there is no way to begin telling people how to become humble without destroying 
what fragments of humility they may already possess. 
 
Third, humility is only achieved as a byproduct of understanding, believing, and 
marveling in the gospel of grace. But the gospel doesn't change us in a mechanical 
way. Recently I heard a sociologist say that for the most part, the frameworks of 
meaning by which we navigate our lives are so deeply embedded in us that they 
operate "pre-reflectively." They don't exist only as a list of propositions, but also as 
themes, motives, and attitudes. When we listen to the gospel preached or 
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meditate on it in the Scriptures, we are driving it so deeply into our hearts, 
imaginations, and thinking that we begin to instinctively "live out" the gospel. 
So let us preach grace till humility just starts to grow in us. 
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2008/december/20.51.html?start=3 

  

http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2008/december/20.51.html?start=3
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COMMANDMENT – DO NOT BE ASHAMED OF JESUS 

 

MATTHEW 11:5-6  
‘The blind receive their sight, the crippled walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised and the poor evangelised.  Blessed is does not take 
offense at Me.’ 
 
MATTHEW 12:30-37  
‘Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me 
scatters.’ 
 
MARK 8:34-38  
‘Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever 
wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 
me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life 
for me and for the gospel will save it. What good is it for someone to gain the 
whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what can anyone give in exchange for their 
soul? If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his 
Father’s glory with the holy angels.’ 
 
LUKE 12:8-12  
‘I tell you, whoever publicly acknowledges me before others, the Son of Man will 
also acknowledge before the angels of God. But whoever disowns me before 
others will be disowned before the angels of God…..“When you are brought before 
synagogues, rulers and authorities, do not worry about how you will defend 
yourselves or what you will say, for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time 
what you should say.’ 
 
In Romans 1, Paul addresses the Gentile believers at Rome and begins by 
explaining his mission, which was to preach the gospel to everyone. He concludes 
his explanation by saying, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the 
power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then 
to the Gentile. For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a 
righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: ‘The righteous 
will live by faith’” (Romans 1:16–17; cf. Habakkuk 2:4). 
 
The word translated “ashamed” means “disgraced” or “personally humiliated.” A 
person “ashamed” in this way is like someone singled out for misplacing his 
confidence—he trusted in something, and that something let him down. The word 
can refer to being dishonored because of forming the wrong alliances. So, when 
Paul says that he is not ashamed of the gospel, he is saying his confidence in the 
gospel is not misplaced. There is no disgrace in declaring it. Paul had given his life 
to proclaiming the truths that Jesus Himself had revealed to him (Acts 9:3–6; 2 
Corinthians 12:2–4). He explained to the Romans why he did not believe that he 
had wrongly identified with Jesus and why proclaiming Jesus’ message was his 
life’s work. 
 
The application can extend to us as well. Just as Paul placed his confidence in the 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%201
http://www.gotquestions.org/life-Paul.html
http://www.gotquestions.org/gospel-message.html
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%201.16%E2%80%9317
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Hab%202.4
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%209.3%E2%80%936
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%2012.2%E2%80%934
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%2012.2%E2%80%934
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gospel of Christ, so can we. We can proclaim with boldness the truths that God has 
revealed in His Word, with no fear that our confidence is misplaced. “Anyone who 
believes in him will never be put to shame” (Romans 10:11; cf. Isaiah 28:16). We 
can rest in the knowledge that the Holy Spirit who inspired the writing of Scripture 
never changes (2 Peter 1:21; Malachi 3:6; Hebrews 13:8). What was true thousands 
of years ago is still true. The offer of salvation that was presented to people of the 
first century is still open to us (Acts 2:39; John 17:20). 
 
To live unashamed of the gospel means we proclaim it, but it also means we apply 
it to our lives and show we believe it. Paul’s life choices supported his message. 
He did not preach one thing and live another. We are “ashamed of the gospel” 
when we allow sin in our lives to go unchecked (Matthew 3:8). When we indulge in 
worldliness and carnal desires or blatantly disobey scriptural standards, we 
indicate that we lack confidence in our own message (1 Corinthians 3:3; 1 Peter 
2:11). When we “walk in the counsel of the ungodly, stand in the path of sinners, 
and sit in the seat of scoffers” (Psalm 1:1), we are being ashamed of the gospel. 
We are not allowing its truth to penetrate our lives so that others see its changing 
power. To live unashamed of the gospel means that we, like Paul, allow it to 
dominate our lives to the extent that everyone within our sphere of influence can 
see that we have “been with Jesus” (Acts 4:13). 

http://www.gotquestions.org/not-ashamed-Gospel.html  

See also: https://www.gty.org/resources/sermons/55-2/Not-Being-Ashamed-of-
Christ-Part-1  
Not Being Ashamed of Christ, Part 2 

The Epistle of 2 Timothy is the last of the 13 epistles written by the Apostle Paul. 
He writes this one from a dungeon in Rome to his son in the faith, Timothy, 
because he wants Timothy to carry on the work. Timothy doesn’t have the strength 
of character and boldness and courage that Paul, his mentor, had. Paul is a victim 
of persecution that he knows Timothy will also face. And he wants to be sure that 
Timothy is strong in the face of that persecution. 
 
Verses 6-18 of chapter 1 deal with attitude. There is an underlying and pervasive 
attitude that is necessary for one who does what God wants him to do. What is the 
attitude Paul has in mind in verses 6 to 18? What is the underlying, driving force 
that keeps us moving ahead in the extension of the Gospel? 
 
It is the attitude of not being ashamed of Christ. It is an attitude of courage, an 
attitude of boldness. It is an attitude that does not equivocate, the attitude of no 
compromise, of confrontation in the face of hostility. It is the attitude of saying 
what ought to be said, no matter who you’re saying it to or what the repercussions 
might be. In a word, courage—the courage of one’s convictions. 
 
Paul mentions in verse 8 not being ashamed. He mentions it again in verse 12 and 
mentions it with reference to Onesiphorus in verse 16. Three times, references are 
made to not being ashamed. And I believe this indicates what Paul’s major 
message is to Timothy: Timothy is not to be ashamed, not to allow himself to be 
pressured into vacillating, not to lose heart, not to lose courage, not to be afraid 
to speak for Christ because it might cost him his life. He is to be courageous. 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2010.11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2028.16
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Pet%201.21
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mal%203.6
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2013.8
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%202.39
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2017.20
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%203.8
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%203.3
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%202.11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Pet%202.11
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%201.1
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%204.13
http://www.gotquestions.org/not-ashamed-Gospel.html
https://www.gty.org/resources/sermons/55-2/Not-Being-Ashamed-of-Christ-Part-1
https://www.gty.org/resources/sermons/55-2/Not-Being-Ashamed-of-Christ-Part-1
https://www.gty.org/resources/sermons/55-3/not-being-ashamed-of-christ-part-2
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No matter how gifted you are, no matter how prepared you are, how well trained 
you are, how biblically literate you are, how astute you are, no matter how much 
opportunity you are granted and how open spiritual privilege is to you; if you do 
not have courage, you will not speak. And so, basic to all effective ministry is a 
spiritual courage that says: “I will live the way God wants me to live, and I will 
speak the way He wants me to speak, no matter what the consequences might 
be.” 
So Paul calls Timothy to an attitude of courage and boldness that is not ashamed 
to be identified with Christ, even in a hostile, persecuting and deadly 
environment. 
But how to do that? 
 
Look at verse 6: “For this reason [that is, the reason of your true salvation 
mentioned in verse 5] I remind you to kindle afresh the gift of God which is in you 
through the laying on of my hands.” 
 
Courage rises out of a sense of giftedness. If I know what I’m equipped to do, then 
I’m going to be bold to do it. If I know God has said, “You are to do this, and I gift 
you to do it,” then I’m going to do it. In fact, I have nothing else to do. So I’m not 
going to say to myself, if I preach Christ, I’m liable to die. I’m going to say to 
myself, if I don’t preach Christ, I might as well die. 
 
The only reason I am here is to do what I’m gifted to do. And that’s where the 
sense of courage and boldness begins—in understanding who I am. That is the 
proper kind of self-image, not a psychological one but a charismatic one in the 
true use of the term charisma, which is the word here for gift. I am who I am by 
virtue of my gift. Take my gift away and you have basically just me left in my 
humanness. So courage rises out of a sense of giftedness. 
 
Second, he says consider the resources you have at your disposal. Somebody might 
say, “Well, if I launch out, how do I know I’m not going to get out there and get 
cut off from the cords of power? How do I know how long my extension cord is? 
How far can I go, how aggressive can I be in my ministry, without pulling the plug 
at the other end?” 
 
Well, verse 7 says: “For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and 
love and discipline.” Timothy, God did not give you gifts and then equip you with 
cowardice. You understand that? That’s what the word timidity means, deilia. It’s 
the only time this word is ever used in the New Testament, and it basically means 
cowardice, fearfulness, embarrassment, shame, weakness, frailty. He is saying: 
“God did not give you a gift to be used in the advance of His Kingdom and then 
give you an accommodating cowardice that would literally negate the gift.” 
Rather, He gave you power, love and discipline in order that it might operate that 
gift. 
 
This is a tremendous statement. Any weakness on your part, Timothy, is strictly 
just not cashing your check because the resources are in your spiritual bank. 
You’re just not drawing on them. Vacillation and denial and a lack of boldness and 
being ashamed to speak for the Lord or live for the Lord or serve the Lord simply 
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indicates that you’re not using your spiritual resources. God didn’t give you 
cowardice; God gave you courage. 
 
And notice these three things: Verse 7 says God has given us (past tense, already in 
the bank) power, love and discipline. When you became a believer, God gave you 
power. Why do I say that? Because when you became a believer, you received the 
Holy Spirit. Jesus said in Acts 1:8, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit is 
come upon you.” 
 
When you became a believer, you received divine capacity to love because it says 
in Romans 5:5 that due to the sufficient justifying work of Christ, the love of God 
is shed abroad in our hearts. And when you were saved, you received the Holy 
Spirit, who brings with Him His fruit, and the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and the last one is self-
control, or discipline. 
 
In other words, this is something you possess. If you are timid in your ministry, if 
you are ineffective, weak and failing to be bold and courageous and aggressive in 
advancing the Kingdom, it is not God who has given you that. You can assume it is 
sin, because God has given you the resources to do just the opposite. 
Now look for a moment at the word power—dunamis. It’s among those words from 
the root of which we get the word dynamite or dynamic. It has to do with dynamic 
energy producing results. God has given you a dynamic to produce results. It 
doesn’t matter what the opposition is, it doesn’t matter how powerful the 
adversary is. The power of God is there to produce. And you have to know you 
have that power. 
 
It’s a marvelous thing to live your life in service to Christ and to see that power—to 
see the power of God operate to change lives and move the Kingdom and exalt the 
Lord. And you have that power. There is no Christian on the face of the earth who 
doesn’t have that power. You may not be appropriating it, because it comes to the 
one who is controlled by the Spirit of God, the one who has set sin aside and is 
submitting to the leading of God’s Holy Spirit. That’s where the power operates. 
https://billygraham.org/decision-magazine/july-august-2014/not-ashamed-of-
christ/ 
 
#1: We are ashamed of the Gospel because we are worried about offending people 
 
#2: We are ashamed of the Gospel because we are a man pleaser rather than a God 
pleaser. 
 
#3: We are ashamed of the Gospel because we are afraid we can’t answer 
objections 
 
#4: We are ashamed of the Gospel because we don’t take the Lordship of Jesus 
seriously 
 
#5: We are ashamed of the Gospel because we don’t really believe the Gospel is 
true 
 

https://billygraham.org/decision-magazine/july-august-2014/not-ashamed-of-christ/
https://billygraham.org/decision-magazine/july-august-2014/not-ashamed-of-christ/
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#6: We are ashamed of the Gospel because we don’t even know what the Gospel 
actually is! 
https://chab123.wordpress.com/2014/07/22/six-signs-you-may-be-ashamed-of-
the-gospel/  

 

ARE ASHAMED OF JESUS, IF NO, WHY, IF YES, WHY? 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

https://chab123.wordpress.com/2014/07/22/six-signs-you-may-be-ashamed-of-the-gospel/
https://chab123.wordpress.com/2014/07/22/six-signs-you-may-be-ashamed-of-the-gospel/
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COMMANDMENT – SPEAK THE TRUTH IN LOVE AND HUMILITY 

 

MATTHEW 15:11, 17-20  
‘What goes into someone’s mouth does not defile them, but what comes out of 
their mouth, that is what defiles them….Don’t you see that whatever enters the 
mouth goes into the stomach and then out of the body? But the things that come 
out of a person’s mouth come from the heart, and these defile them. For out of 
the heart come evil thoughts—murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false 
testimony, slander. These are what defile a person; but eating with unwashed 
hands does not defile them.’ 
 
“Speak the truth in love” is a phrase that some Christians love to toss out when 
they encounter disagreement, as if repeating those trite words will magically win 
debates. All too often they use it as a license to spew pet positions in a manner is 
that is far from actually being loving. For example, Al Mohler, in a recent post on 
the Supreme Court’s same-sex marriage decision, wrote: “We are charged to 
uphold marriage as the union of a man and a woman and to speak the truth in 
love.” As if that solves everything. 
 
Let’s take a closer look at what “speak the truth in love” actually means. 
 
The phrase appears in the Bible in Ephesians 4:15: “Instead, speaking the truth in 
love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the 
head, that is, Christ.” The key words here are “speaking the truth,” which is a 
translation of the single Greek word ἀληθεύοντες (alētheuontes), a participle of 
the verb ἀληθεύω (alētheúō), which is generally translated as “to speak truth.” 
But, though verbal communication may certainly be part of what ἀληθεύω means, 
its most literal translation is “truthing” — it’s simply the verb form of the noun 
“truth.” 
 
About this word, theologian John Stott said: 
 
‘Speaking the truth in love’ is not the best rendering of his expression, for the 
Greek verb makes no reference to our speech. Literally, it means, ‘truthing in 
love’, and includes the notions of ‘maintaining’, ‘living’ and ‘doing’ the truth. The 
verse in not saying that we should simply speak the truth, but that we should live 
out the truth in both word and action. Following the truth entails includes speech 
and conduct. “Truthing in love” isn’t a matter of talking, it’s also about doing. 
 
Furthermore, “speaking the truth in love” doesn’t give us license to run around 
telling others that they’re wrong. Rather, it’s an admonishment for Christians to 
grow into spiritual maturity instead of being “tossed back and forth by waves” of 
false teaching (Eph. 4:14). It is a personal call for us individually cling to truth, not 
a call for us to tell others where they seem to be lacking in the truth. 
 
As Christians, we are required to live out the love that Jesus taught and to seek to 
live out the truth of that love in our words and actions. When we encounter those 
with whom we disagree, we should certainly clarify points of difference and work 
towards common understanding. But we should hold our positions with humility 
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and recognize that “speaking the truth in love” may sometimes actually mean 
“shutting up in love” as we listen to others and seek to foster irenic dialogue.  
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/unfundamentalistchristians/2015/07/speak-the-
truth-in-love/  
 
We live in a world where people love to talk. Studies suggest that the average 
American adult speaks approximately 16,000 words per day. Multiply that by a 
lifespan of 70 years, for a total of nearly 409 million words, and suddenly Christ’s 
warning in Matthew 12:36 takes on new significance: “I tell you that every careless 
word that people speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the day of 
judgment.” 
 
Of course, actual vocalization is only part of how people communicate. The 
Internet, in particular, has given rise to many other ways in which to speak. A 
study in 2010 estimated that, worldwide, some 294 billion emails are sent every 
day. The birth of social media has added to that constant stream of 
communication. Consider that Facebook averages 55 million status updates daily, 
along with Twitter’s 340 million tweets, and you can begin to appreciate the 
magnitude of unending chatter that characterizes modern society. 
 
The Internet did not exist when the Bible was written. But the biblical principles 
for Christian communication apply to online interactions just as they govern real-
life interpersonal relationships and face-to-face conversations. Whether we are 
speaking in person, on the phone, in a letter, or online, Scripture provides us with 
God-honoring parameters for how we are to communicate with others. 
 
One important passage in this regard is Ephesians 4:14–15, where the Apostle Paul 
tells his readers: “We are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves 
and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness 
in deceitful scheming; but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all 
aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ.” Rather than succumbing to the sin-
saturated thinking of the world around them, Paul’s readers are to reject 
falsehood and instead speak the truth to one another in love. 
 
From Paul’s instruction in these verses, we can derive at least two important 
applications for Christian communication today. Though somewhat elementary, 
these points are vitally important for the way in which we speak. First, we are to 
speak the truth. Second, we are to do so in a way that is characterized by love. 
 
The context of Paul’s instruction centers around doctrinal issues (in v. 14), and is 
directly applicable to the edification of fellow believers (in vv. 15b–16). We are to 
speak the truth, then, in contrast to the falsehood of deceptive teachings and 
worldly philosophies; and we are to do so in love, for the purpose of building up 
the body of Christ. 
 
Speaking the truth addresses the content of what we say. As followers of Christ, 
we are to be those who uphold the truth of God’s revealed Word. That means 
there will be times when we must confront error as we contend earnestly for the 
faith. With unbelievers, this will often take the form of apologetics, boldly giving a 
defense for the hope that is in us. With fellow believers, this may take the form of 

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/unfundamentalistchristians/2015/07/speak-the-truth-in-love/
http://www.patheos.com/blogs/unfundamentalistchristians/2015/07/speak-the-truth-in-love/
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confrontation, as we plead with a spiritual brother or sister to repent of sinful 
thinking or action. 
 
Speaking the truth in love addresses the way in which we speak. We must not be 
obnoxious with the truth, or personally offensive in how we approach others. 
Rather, we are called to communicate in such a way that the manner of our 
speaking honors our Lord Jesus and edifies His body, the church. 
 
When we speak of love, we are not suggesting that we should ignore error or 
blindly tolerate “every wind of doctrine.” Not at all. Biblical love “does not rejoice 
in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth” (1 Cor. 13:6). Our postmodern 
world wrongly equates love with tolerance of all beliefs and actions. But being 
tolerant of doctrinal error or unrepentant sin is not truly loving at all. Thus, we 
speak the truth because it is the most loving thing we can do. 
 
Additionally, we recognize that biblical love is patient, kind, humble, selfless, and 
not-easily provoked. It is a sincere love that is characterized by the phrase: “If 
possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men” (Rom. 12:18). It 
exhibits the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22–23); consequently, it is not quick-
tempered, self-willed, pugnacious, or needlessly quarrelsome (2 Tim. 2:24–25). It 
is definitely not soft on sin, error, or false teaching; but it is softened with 
compassion and seasoned with grace in the way it interacts with other people. 
 
In our evangelism, Paul’s instruction to speak the truth in love helps us remember 
that the goal of apologetics is not merely to win arguments, but to win people. 
And in practicing biblical confrontation with fellow believers, this same principle 
reminds us that the goal is restoration. After all, as Paul made clear, the goal of 
our speech is to edify others. 
 
Paul’s instruction in Ephesians 4:14–15 underscores the fact that truth and love are 
not mutually exclusive concepts. Rather, the content of our speech ought to be 
characterized by biblical truth. And the manner in which we speak ought to be 
governed by biblical love. With those two parameters in place, we can make the 
most of every word that we speak (or type or tweet)—honoring Christ and edifying 
others through the things that we say. 
http://www.tms.edu/preachersandpreaching/speaking-truth-love/  

  

http://www.tms.edu/preachersandpreaching/speaking-truth-love/
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COMMANDMENT – LET YOUR SPEECH BE GRACIOUS AND SEASONED WITH SALT 

 

MATTHEW 5:21-26   
‘You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, 
and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ But I tell you that anyone 
who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone 
who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is answerable to the court. And anyone 
who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell. “Therefore, if you are 
offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother or sister has 
something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be 
reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift. “Settle matters quickly with 
your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you are still together on the 
way, or your adversary may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may hand 
you over to the officer, and you may be thrown into prison. Truly I tell you, you 
will not get out until you have paid the last penny.’ 
 
MATTHEW 15:11  
‘It is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but what comes out of 
the mouth; this defiles a person.’ 
 
EPHESIANS 4:26-27  
‘Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and give no 
opportunity to the devil.’ 
 
EPHESIANS 4:29  
‘Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for 
building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear.’ 
 
GALATIANS 5:19-20  
‘Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 
idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, 
divisions..’ 
 
COLOSSIANS 3:8  
‘But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene 
talk from your mouth.’ (See also Ephesians 4:31) 
 
COLOSSIANS 4:6  
‘Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know 
how you ought to answer each person.’ 
 
TITUS 3:2  
‘To speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be gentle, and to show perfect 
courtesy toward all people.’ 
 
JAMES 1:19-20  
‘Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, 
slow to anger; for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God.’ 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A21-26&version=ESV
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JAMES 1:26  
‘If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his 
heart, this person's religion is worthless.’ 
 
JAMES 3:2  
‘For we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in what he 
says, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body.’ 
 
JAMES 3:10  
‘From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers, these things ought 
not to be so.’ 
 
JAMES 4:1-2  
‘What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your 
passions are at war within you? You desire and do not have, so you murder. You 
covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you 
do not ask. 
 
1 PETER 3:10  
‘For “Whoever desires to love life and see good days, let him keep his tongue 
from evil and his lips from speaking deceit.’ 
 
In his letter to the Colossians, the Apostle Paul instructs his readers to “Let your 
speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you 
ought to answer each person,” (Colossians 4:6). I have found this advice to be 
invaluable in the context of debate, an activity in which many of us in the 
apologetics community participate. 
 
Recently, I have had the opportunity to be involved in a few radio debates. In such 
situations, it is so important to always exemplify an attitude of humility and 
graciousness. Too often, regrettably, I have seen people (believer and unbeliever 
alike) attempt to disparage people on the other side of the argument. For the 
Christian, I firmly believe that the purpose behind debating is not simply to win an 
argument. Let me say that again: The purpose of debating, for the believer, is not 
simply to win an argument. It is possible that one successfully win an argument 
while failing to win the audience or one’s interlocutor. There are souls on the line. 
A message of love should thus be clearly conveyed — through the words we speak, 
through our conduct and mannerisms, and through our devotion to the message of 
the cross. It is so easy to let our Christian apologetics be reduced to nothing more 
than an intellectual pursuit, or a way to bolster one’s own ego. But as the Apostle  
 
Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 13:2, “If I have prophetic powers, and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but 
have not love, I am nothing. Having a tremendous stock of knowledge will do you, 
or anybody else, no good if you have not love. Each opponent whom you face, and 
each person who observes and watches you debate, is an individual precious soul, 
desperately in need of Christ. If you view them as such then your conduct during 
and after debate will reflect that. If we are honest, there can sometimes be an 
element of superiorism among Christian intellectuals. We feel smug about being 
the ones with the truth, and pride ourselves in having the better arguments to 
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support our position. But remember that, had the Spirit not opened up our eyes 
and illuminated our vision so that we could clearly perceive the mystery of Christ, 
we would be in precisely the same place — lost, in darkness, without God, without 
hope of salvation. What is so clear to us is not clear to those whose hearts are 
covered by a veil (2 Corinthians 3:14). The only thing that makes you able to 
perceive and understand the Truth is God’s grace — nothing more, nothing less.  
 
Coming to that realization is without doubt a humbling experience, and one that 
should spur us on to treat our non-Christian dialogue partners graciously, and with 
love and humility. Ultimately it is the Spirit of God — and not your arguments — 
that will convict a man of his sin and bring about repentance. Yes, your arguments 
may persuade him intellectually that Christianity is true — and God may opt to use 
that as the means of drawing Him towards Himself (Isaiah 55:11). But the Bible 
teaches quite plainly that unless God supernaturally enables a man to repent and 
choose to submit to Him, man will always be in perpetual rebellion against God, 
looking for excuses to not believe. Now, let me be clear: this is most definitely not 
to say that we should not handle information and facts responsibly. Indeed, I 
believe that our presentations of the truth should always be accurate and well 
researched — and we in the apologetics community should hold each other 
accountable in this regard. In so-doing, we honor God who is Truth itself. It is so 
important that we exercise love, graciousness and humility towards those people 
with whom we engage in debate and argument — even if the attitude is not 
reciprocated. Your conduct is just as much a part of your apologetic as your 
persuasive arguments. It is not honoring God to coldly present the arguments 
without exemplifying love and compassion for the precious people you are 
speaking to. Remember, it is only by God’s grace that you have come to a 
knowledge of the Truth concerning the gospel. So present a defense of the faith 
that is within you, but do so with gentleness and respect (1 Peter 3:15).  
http://christianapologeticsalliance.com/2014/11/25/having-conversations-full-of-
grace-and-seasoned-with-salt-advice-to-the-christian-debater/  
 
For centuries, salt has been used as seasoning to give flavor to foods and as a 
preservative to prevent meat from decaying. Over the years, it’s found many 
household uses from cleaning to de-icing to health and beauty. From the Morton 
Salt Company, household tips for using salt in everyday tasks include: 
 
Stain Removal: use salt to clean stains from coffee pots and vases. Salt removes 
rust from household appliances and bicycles. 
 
Wellness: gargling with salt water alleviates mild sore throats. Soaking in warm 
salt water soothes tired feet after a long day. 
 
Odor Elimination: salt can remove odors from hands, cutting boards, even garbage 
disposals. 
 
Salt can do the same for our conversation, removing stains, promoting wellness, 
and eliminating odors. For our speech to be gracious and seasoned with salt, our 
words should express tolerance, thankfulness, and kindness. 
 
Words of Tolerance, Not Judgment 

http://christianapologeticsalliance.com/2014/11/25/having-conversations-full-of-grace-and-seasoned-with-salt-advice-to-the-christian-debater/
http://christianapologeticsalliance.com/2014/11/25/having-conversations-full-of-grace-and-seasoned-with-salt-advice-to-the-christian-debater/
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Finding fault is easy, but extending grace to others in spite of their weaknesses is 
not. To express tolerance rather than judgment, author Jill Briscoe explains: Are 
you good at making allowances for people? Or do you have ridiculously high 
expectations? 
 
Our lives should say, “I make allowances for people,” for this is the language of 
love. Forbearance is a divine quality. Romans 2:4 talks of the kindness, tolerance, 
and patience of God. His followers should do no less. We ought to willingly make 
allowances for one another because we love one another. This means I should hold 
back my quick judgment and should not evaluate or dissect people’s motives. 
 
…Bishop H. C. G. Moule has said that forbearance is “allowing for each other’s 
frailties and mistakes; aye, when they turn and wound you ‘in love,’ finding it easy 
to see with their eyes and if need be to take sides with them against yourselves!” 
That’s making allowances! 
 
Words of Thankfulness, Not Complaint 
 
Dissatisfaction comes easily. Workers complain about their bosses, and supervisors 
complain about their employees. We grumble if we get behind someone going too 
slowly, and we grumble if someone rides too closely behind us, making us feel 
rushed. Complaining is only natural when we are ill or hurt or offended or facing 
loss. But God calls us to more: 
 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in 
all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your 
heart to God. (Colossians 3:16) 
 
One well-loved hymn writer let the Word of God heal his broken heart. The natural 
response when he faced the loss of his daughters would have been complaining, 
but Horatio Spafford chose the supernatural response instead when he penned 
these words in 1873: 
 
When peace like a river attendeth my way 
When sorrows like sea billows roll 
Whatever my lot, Thou has taught me to say 
It is well, it is well with my soul 
 
Words of Kindness, Not Bitterness 
 
Bring a group of co-workers or neighbors together, and you may find conversation 
going downhill. Sometimes we forget who is listening. The conversation extends 
beyond the person I’m speaking with; all those within earshot experience whatever 
is coming out of my mouth as well. 
 
EPHESIANS 4:29-32 
Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for 
building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. And do 
not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of 
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redemption. Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put 
away from you, along with malice. Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.  
 
By expressing tolerance rather than judgment, thankfulness rather than complaint, 
and kindness rather than bitterness, we demonstrate the grace that God extended 
to us in Christ. When we make allowances for the frailties of others, we replace 
the ugly stains of judgment and bitterness with the beauty of kindness, 
tenderheartedness, and forgiveness. 
 
When we are marked by thankfulness rather than by complaints spilling out of our 
mouths, we demonstrate the healing that is available to everyone called by the 
name of Christ.  And while it’s natural to find conversations deteriorating and 
leaving behind an ugly “odor,” God’s Word teaches us that Christians are the 
“aroma of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who 
are perishing” (2 Corinthians 2:15). 
http://unlockingthebible.org/are-your-words-seasoned-with-salt/  

  

http://unlockingthebible.org/are-your-words-seasoned-with-salt/
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COMMANDMENT – DO NOT JUDGE NOR SLANDER PEOPLE 

 

LEVITIVCUS 19:16  
‘Do not go out and slander people..’ 
 

ROMANS 2:1-11  
‘You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at 
whatever point you judge another, you are condemning yourself, because you who 
pass judgment do the same things. Now we know that God’s judgment against 
those who do such things is based on truth. So when you, a mere human being, 
pass judgment on them and yet do the same things, do you think you will escape 
God’s judgment? Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, 
forbearance and patience, not realizing that God’s kindness is intended to lead 
you to repentance? But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, 
you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when his 
righteous judgment will be revealed. God “will repay each person according to 
what they have done.” To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, 
honor and immortality, he will give eternal life. But for those who are self-
seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger. 
There will be trouble and distress for every human being who does evil: first for 
the Jew, then for the Gentile; but glory, honor and peace for everyone who does 
good: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. For God does not show favouritism.’ 
 
JAMES 4:11-12  
‘Brothers and sisters, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against a 
brother or sister or judges them speaks against the law and judges it. When you 
judge the law, you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. There is only 
one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and destroy. But you—who 
are you to judge your neighbour?’ 
 

MATTHEW 7:1ff  
‘Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the same way you judge others, 
you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. 
“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no 
attention to the plank in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me 
take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own 
eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will 
see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye. “Do not give dogs what 
is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may trample them 
under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces.’ 
 
JOHN 7:24  
‘Stop judging by mere appearances, but instead judge correctly.’ 
 
JOHN 8:7  
‘When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let 
any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.’ 
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Jesus’ command not to judge others could be the most widely quoted of His 
sayings, even though it is almost invariably quoted in complete disregard of its 
context. Here is Jesus’ statement: “Do not judge, or you too will be judged” 
(Matthew 7:1). Many people use this verse in an attempt to silence their critics, 
interpreting Jesus’ meaning as “You don’t have the right to tell me I’m wrong.” 
Taken in isolation, Jesus’ command “Do not judge” does indeed seem to preclude 
all negative assessments. However, there is much more to the passage than those 
three words. 
 
The Bible’s command that we not judge others does not mean we cannot show 
discernment. Immediately after Jesus says, “Do not judge,” He says, “Do not give 
dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs” (Matthew 7:6). A little later 
in the same sermon, He says, “Watch out for false prophets. . . . By their fruit you 
will recognize them” (verses 15–16). How are we to discern who are the “dogs” 
and “pigs” and “false prophets” unless we have the ability to make a judgment 
call on doctrines and deeds? Jesus is giving us permission to tell right from wrong. 
 
Also, the Bible’s command that we not judge others does not mean all actions are 
equally moral or that truth is relative. The Bible clearly teaches that truth is 
objective, eternal, and inseparable from God’s character. Anything that 
contradicts the truth is a lie—but, of course, to call something a “lie” is to pass 
judgment. To call adultery or murder a sin is likewise to pass judgment—but it’s 
also to agree with God. When Jesus said not to judge others, He did not mean that 
no one can identify sin for what it is, based on God’s definition of sin. 
 
And the Bible’s command that we not judge others does not mean there should be 
no mechanism for dealing with sin. The Bible has a whole book entitled Judges. 
The judges in the Old Testament were raised up by God Himself (Judges 2:18). The 
modern judicial system, including its judges, is a necessary part of society. In 
saying, “Do not judge,” Jesus was not saying, “Anything goes.” 
 
Elsewhere, Jesus gives a direct command to judge: “Stop judging by mere 
appearances, but instead judge correctly” (John 7:24). Here we have a clue as to 
the right type of judgment versus the wrong type. Taking this verse and some 
others, we can put together a description of the sinful type of judgment: 
 
Superficial judgment is wrong. Passing judgment on someone based solely on 
appearances is sinful (John 7:24). It is foolish to jump to conclusions before 
investigating the facts (Proverbs 18:13). Simon the Pharisee passed judgment on a 
woman based on her appearance and reputation, but he could not see that the 
woman had been forgiven; Simon thus drew Jesus’ rebuke for his unrighteous 
judgment (Luke 7:36–50). 
 
Hypocritical judgment is wrong. Jesus’ command not to judge others in Matthew 
7:1 is preceded by comparisons to hypocrites (Matthew 6:2, 5, 16) and followed by 
a warning against hypocrisy (Matthew 7:3–5). When we point out the sin of others 
while we ourselves commit the same sin, we condemn ourselves (Romans 2:1). 
 
Harsh, unforgiving judgment is wrong. We are “always to be gentle toward 
everyone” (Titus 3:2). It is the merciful who will be shown mercy (Matthew 5:7), 
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and, as Jesus warned, “In the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and 
with the measure you use, it will be measured to you” (Matthew 7:2). 
 
Self-righteous judgment is wrong. We are called to humility, and “God opposes the 
proud” (James 4:6). The Pharisee in Jesus’ parable of the Pharisee and the tax 
collector was confident in his own righteousness and from that proud position 
judged the publican; however, God sees the heart and refused to forgive the 
Pharisee’s sin (Luke 18:9–14). 
 
Untrue judgment is wrong. The Bible clearly forbids bearing false witness (Proverbs 
19:5). “Slander no one” (Titus 3:2). 
 
Christians are often accused of “judging” or intolerance when they speak out 
against sin. But opposing sin is not wrong. Holding aloft the standard of 
righteousness naturally defines unrighteousness and draws the slings and arrows of 
those who choose sin over godliness. John the Baptist incurred the ire of Herodias 
when he spoke out against her adultery with Herod (Mark 6:18–19). She eventually 
silenced John, but she could not silence the truth (Isaiah 40:8). 
 
Believers are warned against judging others unfairly or unrighteously, but Jesus 
commends “right judgment” (John 7:24, ESV). We are to be discerning (Colossians 
1:9; 1 Thessalonians 5:21). We are to preach the whole counsel of God, including 
the Bible’s teaching on sin (Acts 20:27; 2 Timothy 4:2). We are to gently confront 
erring brothers or sisters in Christ (Galatians 6:1). We are to practice church 
discipline (Matthew 18:15–17). We are to speak the truth in love (Ephesians 4:15).  
 
I What is slander? 
 
I. What Constitutes Sinful Slander? 
 
Exactly what constitutes improper speech about others? Understanding this is the 
most difficult part of the subject for many. 
 
A. Some Definitions 
 
The following definitions are from The American Heritage Dictionary. 
 
"Gossip" - "Rumor or talk of a personal, sensational, or intimate nature." This word 
is nowhere used in the KJV (it is used in the NKJV in 1 Timothy 5:13). 
 
"Rumor" - "Unverified information of uncertain origin usually spread by word of 
mouth; hearsay." 
 
"Slander" - "The utterance of defamatory statements injurious to the reputation or 
well-being of a person. ... A malicious statement or report." 
 
"Backbite" - "To speak spitefully or slanderously about (a person)." 
 
"Talebearer" - "A person who spreads malicious stories or gossip." 
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"Rail" - "To condemn or attack in bitter, harsh, or abusive language..." 
 
"Revile" - "To denounce with abusive language." 
 
Some people believe that all talking about people who are not present is "gossip," 
and therefore wrong. Others think saying bad things about people not present is 
"gossip." Or some think talking about things you don't know to be true about others 
is "gossip" and wrong. 
 
While there are many ways to be guilty of speaking improperly about other people, 
not everything that some would call "gossip" is wrong. We must let the Bible define 
what is wrong. 
 
B. Some Things that Are Not Necessarily Sinful 
 
Simply talking about someone who is not present is not necessarily sinful. 
 
Many inspired men did this. Who will claim they were wrong? 
 
Matthew 28:7,8 - An angel told the women to tell the apostles about Jesus' 
resurrection. They were to speak to the apostles about someone who was not 
present. 
 
Matthew 11:7-19 - Jesus told people how great John the Baptist was. [17:10ff] 
 
Acts 11:1-18 - Peter told Christians in Jerusalem about the conversion of Cornelius. 
 
In all these cases, someone spoke about people who were not present, but did they 
sin? 
 
 We often do similar things and we know it is not wrong. 
 
* We may tell good news about someone: they had a baby, got a job promotion, 
bought a new car. 
 
* We may tell an interesting or humorous story about people not present, but the 
person involved may not object at all if he knew we told it. 
 
* We sometimes make announcements in our assemblies and even pray to God 
about people who are not present: someone who is out of town, sick, etc. These 
are people who are not present. Is it wrong to make announcements about them 
and pray about them? 
 
Such speech is not wrong, because the person about whom we are speaking is not 
in any way harmed or injured. 
 
[Cf. Acts 9:39; Galatians 1:18-2:10; Luke 1:13-17; cf. 1 Timothy 3; Titus 1:5-9.] 
 
Even telling unfavorable or uncomplimentary things about people not present is 
not necessarily sinful. 
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Again, inspired men often did this. Were they wrong? 
 
Matthew 15:12-14 - After Jesus had finished rebuking the Pharisees, His disciples 
told Him that He had offended them. Though the Pharisees obviously were no 
longer present, Jesus proceeded to warn His disciples about the errors of the 
Pharisees. [16:5-12] 
 
Matthew 20:17-19 - Jesus took His disciples aside and told them that the chief 
priests and scribes would kill Him (obviously these men were not present). 
 
Galatians 2:11-14 - Paul told Christians in Galatia about a sin Peter had committed 
in Antioch. 
 
In fact, Bible writers often record events in which various people committed sins, 
even naming names and groups involved. We read about these sins even today, 
even though the people who committed the sins are obviously not present. Did 
these inspired men sin? Obviously not. 
 
[1 Timothy 1:19,20; 2 Timothy 1:15; 2:16-18; 3:8; 4:10,14; Acts 4:27; Matthew 6:7; 
etc.] 
 
There are situations in which the Bible commands us to tell people about bad 
things other people have done. 
 
Matthew 18:17 - If a Christian sins and will not repent, we are commanded to tell 
the church. So under certain circumstances we must tell other people about a 
person's sin. 
 
Just as Jesus and His apostles and prophets often spoke about the sins of people, 
so we are required to oppose error and false teaching. In doing so, we may 
mention sins or false teaching people have committed, in order to warn other 
people to avoid those errors. This may not be wrong, and in some cases may be 
required. 
 
Sometimes when people hear that this has happened, they claim wrong was done. 
They say we "gossiped" about those people. It is possible, of course, to speak 
wrongfully in such cases; but the Bible examples show it is not necessarily sinful, 
and in many cases God requires us to do it. 
 
So just because we have spoken about someone who is not present - even saying 
bad things about them - does not necessarily mean we have sinned. So what is 
sinful slander? 
 
C. Some Characteristics of Sinful Slander 
 
It is possible to slander someone when they are not present or even when they are 
present! Slander involves saying unfavorable things about a person in the following 
ways: 
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1. Some people accuse others of doing wrong when they do not know it to be true. 
 
It is not necessarily wrong to sincerely ask someone about what they did, but it is 
slander to accuse someone without substantial evidence they are guilty. 
 
Exodus 20:16 - You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
 
2 Timothy 3:3 - Paul lists a number of sins that characterize perilous times. The 
list of sins includes "slanderers" (NKJV), translated "false accusers" in the KJV. 
 
Titus 2:3 - Aged women should be taught not to be "slanderers," again translated 
"false accusers" in the KJV. 
 
The Greek definitions of the words "slander," "backbiting," "evil speaking," etc., 
show these include spreading false reports. 
 
[Cf. Psalm 31:18; 15:3; 109:2,3; Romans 1:30; 2 Corinthians 12:20; Examples: 
Matthew 12:22-25; 11:18,19; 5:11; Acts 25:1,2; 24:2-9,13; 2 Samuel 10:1-3; Luke 
23:2-5.] 
 
What if we circulate a false report that someone else started? Can we blame them 
and remain free from guilt if it is false? 
 
People often circulate rumors saying, "I don't know this is true, but I heard..." 
 
Exodus 23:1 - You shall not circulate a false report. Do not put your hand with the 
wicked to be an unrighteous witness. No matter who originates the accusation, we 
should not repeat and spread it unless we have substantial evidence it is true. 
 
The fact that someone simply made an accusation is not enough. Anybody can 
make accusations. Lots of innocent people, in the Bible and since, have been 
falsely accused. We need to know what the evidence is. 
 
What if I suspect a thing, but cannot really prove it? 
 
1 Timothy 5:19 - Do not receive an accusation against an elder except from two or 
three witnesses. We must have evidence before we make accusations. If we do not 
have proof, maybe we need to ask questions and seek witnesses. But don't affirm 
guilt till the proof is in. 
 
1 Timothy 6:4 - Sins listed include "reviling" (speaking evil) and "evil suspicions" 
(NKJV; "evil surmising" - KJV). This is jumping to conclusions without adequate 
proof about what a person did or why he did it. Often in a time of conflict, people 
circulate all kinds of rumors and motives for which they have no evidence. "I think 
he did it because..." 
 
Proverbs 24:28 - Do not be a witness against your neighbor without cause. It is not 
always wrong to speak against someone, but there must be adequate cause first. 
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Matthew 18:16 -By the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be 
established. The testimony of personal witnesses constitutes evidence to be 
evaluated. 
 
Obviously, there are limits on our knowledge or what others have done. When it 
comes to Scripture, we have an infallible revelation. But when it comes to knowing 
what other people have said or done, sometimes even reliable sources may be 
sincerely mistaken. But a sincere mistake is significantly different from negligence, 
indifference, jumping to conclusions, or circulating unsubstantiated rumors. Before 
we definitely accuse others, we must put forth a reasonable effort to get the 
facts, not just suspicions. 
 
If we don't have the facts, investigate first. Ask questions, gather testimony. But 
don't make charges till we have reasonable evidence. 
 
2. Some make derogatory statements from malicious motives. 
 
We must sincerely seek to be sure our accusations are true. But even when we 
have the truth, that does not mean we are right in spreading the information. 
Some people think they can say anything about anyone as long as they feel sure it 
is true. But there is also the question of motive: there must be good reasons for 
telling bad things about others. Sometimes people spread stories because they 
want to hurt people's reputation. 
 
1 Peter 2:1 - Evil speaking is associated with malice. 
 
Psalm 41:5-7 - David's enemies spoke against him seeking to hurt him. 
 
Malice or improper motives can take various forms, such as: 
 
[Cf. Ephesians 4:31; Romans 1:29,30; Colossians 3:8; 2 Cor. 12:20; Psalm 31:13; 
15:3.] 
 
 * Jealousy 
 
1 Peter 2:1 associates evil speaking with envy. We may do wrong by speaking evil 
of others because we envy their abilities or blessings or the honor or favor they 
have received. We may seek to exalt ourselves above them by making them look 
bad. 
 
 * Vengeance, anger, hatred, or grudges. 
 
Jeremiah 20:10 - Jeremiah's enemies denounced and defamed him to take 
revenge. 
 
1 Peter 3:9; 2:23 - We should not return evil for evil or reviling for reviling. Jesus 
set the example in this. When He was reviled, He did not in turn revile others. 
 
Vengeance is not just physical actions we take against others. One of the most 
common ways to take vengeance is by saying things to hurt others. Others harm us 
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(or we imagine so), so we say defamatory things to "get even." Someone accuses us 
of something, so we respond, "Well, what about the time when you..." 
 
Sin must be rebuked. But when we do so, we must be sure that we are motivated 
by concern for the sinner and others who may be involved, not by a desire for 
vengeance. 
 
[1 Corinthians 4:12,13; Ephesians 4:31] 
 
 * Self will 
 
When others oppose our views, whether in personal matters or doctrinal issues, we 
may seek to get some "dirt" on them to discredit them and keep others from 
listening to them. 
 
1 Timothy 6:4 - False teachers are often involved in "reviling." They hope to find 
fault in those who speak truth. 
 
Jeremiah 6:28 - Rebels (against God) go about as slanderers. 
 
3 John 9,10 - Diotrophes loved pre-eminence. One of his methods was to speak evil 
against the apostle John (note: "malicious words"). 
 
We see this technique again and again in politics. It is sometimes called the 
"scorched earth policy." When politicians oppose one another in an election or in 
some policy decision, often someone leaks some personal information about his 
opponents or their party to make them look bad. Often it happens shortly before 
an election. 
 
Speaking evil against others so we can win a confrontation and get our way is a 
form of sinful slander. Yet it frequently happens in time of conflict. 
 
 * Persecution 
 
Matthew 5:11 - We are blessed when people persecute us and say evil against us 
falsely. 
 
Before we spread derogatory statements about someone, we need to make sure 
our motives are pure. Are we speaking for our own personal benefit, or are we 
sincerely speaking for the good of the one we criticize or for the good of others 
who really have a genuine need for the information? This requires serious self-
examination, because it is easy to attribute bad motives to others and good 
motives to ourselves. 
 
[Psalm 31:18; 1 Peter 2:12; 3:16; 4:4] 
 
3. Some simply enjoy meddling in the personal affairs of others, spreading dirt 
about others. 
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Some people just get a thrill from spreading derogatory stories about others. They 
feel important because they know some intimate personal affairs that other people 
do not know about someone, and especially if they know some "dirt" about 
somebody. 
 
Some tabloid magazines, newspapers columns, and TV shows sell their product and 
make a living this way. They delight in digging up dirt, and become rich by 
spreading the dirt to people who delight in reading it. 
 
1 Timothy 5:13 - Young widows should not be idle, tattlers, busybodies. 
 
2 Thessalonians 3:11 - Some refuse to work but become busybodies. 
 
Leviticus 19:16 - You shall not go about as a talebearer among your people. 
 
Some people are idle, having nothing constructive to do. So they spread rumors 
about others. When others do wrong, instead of sorrowing and trying to help them, 
they enjoy talking about it to others. 
 
Again, there are times when some information needs to be made known in order to 
help the one who did wrong or to help other people who have a real reason to 
know the information. But we must be sure we speak for the good of others, not 
just because we enjoy being busybodies. 
 
4. Some broadcast private sins instead of personally confronting the sinner. 
 
Matthew 18:15-17; Luke 17:3 - If our brother sins against us, we are to go tell him 
his fault between the two of us. If he repents (hears us) we have gained our 
brother. The matter is resolved. Note that "hearing" us in Matthew 18 is defined in 
Luke 17 to mean "repenting." Until the person repents and starts doing right, he 
has not "heard" us. 
 
The sin is made known to others only if the brother refuses to correct his error 
when he has been personally confronted. To spread a personal matter before 
confronting the sinner may cause unnecessary harm to a brother's reputation, and 
it drags other people into a controversy unnecessarily. When the brother has been 
confronted and has refused to correct the wrong, however, then we must get 
others involved. 
 
Sometimes such matters are handled improperly because of ignorance of God's 
plan. But often people report private sins to other people, before the sinner has 
been adequately confronted, because of improper motivations. The issue to be 
remembered is: Are we acting according to the Bible for the sincere purpose of 
helping others, or are we acting to hurt others? 
 
II. What Are the Effects of Slander? 
 
What problems are caused by sinful slander? Why should we avoid it? 
 
A. Slander Alienates Friends and Promotes Strife and Contention. 
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Proverbs 16:28 - A perverse man sows strife, and a whisperer separates the best of 
friends. How many times have people become alienated because of slander other 
people spread about them? 
 
Proverbs 26:20 - Where there is no wood, the fire goes out; and where there is no 
talebearer, strife ceases. 
 
Slander is often associated with strife, contention, and division like fuel to a fire. 
In such times, people may say harsh things about one another. They may drag out 
all the dirt they can to discredit one another. They may bring up old wrongs that 
were corrected wrong ago, or old matters that had been overlooked till a "blow-
up" occurs. 
 
People say, "Do you know what so-and-so said about you?" Others respond, "Well, 
remember years ago when he did such-and-such?" Then others become upset and 
they respond by saying nasty things or by dragging up things the other party said. 
Soon a major conflict has resulted, all started by someone spreading slander. 
 
Have you and I been guilty, or do we control our attitudes and our speech? 
 
[2 Corinthians 12:20; 1 Timothy 6:4; Ephesians 4:31; Colossians 3:8] 
 
B. Slander Can Destroy a Man. 
 
Proverbs 11:9 - The hypocrite with his mouth destroys his neighbor. Men have lost 
jobs, wealth, and families because of character assassination. 
 
Proverbs 18:21 - Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love 
it will eat its fruit. People have been killed because of slanderous lies told against 
them. 
 
Common accusations that are used currently to discredit people are "sexual 
harassment," "racism," and "child abuse." When they really occur, such things are 
tragic. But when such accusations are made, society and government often have 
such a knee-jerk emotional reaction that they forget the concept that a person is 
innocent until proved guilty. Anyone who wants to hurt others, especially public 
figures, can destroy their reputations, their jobs, even their homes simply by 
making accusations, despite the fact they cannot prove them. Many have had their 
children taken away because some disgruntled acquaintance made an anonymous 
tip to a child welfare agency with no proof. 
 
2 Samuel 10:1-3 - David sent his servants to comfort the king of Ammon when his 
father died. However, the king's advisers slandered David saying the servants were 
spies. War resulted because of totally untrue slander. 
 
How many congregations have been torn apart by unfounded slander in which 
people made untrue accusations, spread malicious rumors, or refused to confront 
people personally? 
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Any fool (in the sense of Proverbs) can make an accusation. What we must consider 
is the proof. If it is lacking, then we must not spread the accusation, and must not 
treat the accused person as guilty until the facts are known. If people continue to 
accuse someone when they lack proof, then the accusers are the ones who are 
wrong. 
 
C. Slander Demonstrates We Have the Character of Satan. 
 
1 Timothy 3:11 - The wives of elders and deacons must not be slanderers. The 
word for "slanderer" here is the same word as the word "devil." "Devil" means 
slanderer or false accuser. 
 
For example, the devil accused Job before God saying Job would turn against God 
if he suffered enough (Job 1,2). This demonstrates the nature of Satan and 
illustrates the character of a slanderer or false accuser. 
 
When we are guilty of slander, we are acting like devils: we demonstrate that our 
character is like that of Satan. 
 
D. Slander Causes the One Who Is Guilty to Lose His Eternal Reward. 
 
Psalms 101:5 - Whoever secretly slanders his neighbor, Him I will destroy. 
 
Romans 1:30,32 - Backbiters are worthy of death and so are people who approve of 
others who practice it. 
 
1 Corinthians 5:11 - Revilers in a local church should be withdrawn from (if they 
don't repent). 
 
Surely there are many reasons to avoid slander. What about us? Have we been 
guilty of slander or have we kept our speech pure? If we have slandered others, 
have we repented and asked for forgiveness from those whom we have harmed? 
 
[Psalm 15:1-3; 1 Corinthians 6:10] 
 
III. How Can We Avoid Slander? 
 
Here are some guidelines to help us avoid being guilty. 
 
A. Don't Get Involved When Others Spread Slander. 
 
Not only are there people who just enjoy spreading dirt about others, there are 
also people who enjoy listening to the dirt. 
 
Do not encourage or cooperate with a slanderer. 
 
Romans 1:29,30,32 - Those who consent with (take pleasure in) people who 
backbite and whisper, are themselves guilty of sin. Talebearers must have 
someone to tell their slander to. By giving them a listening ear, we encourage their 
evil. 
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Instead of listening, we should challenge their evidence and their motives for their 
accusations. Ask them, "How do you know this is true? And why are you telling me 
this?" What proof do they have, and what good are they doing by spreading such 
information to you? If they cannot properly defend their speech, we should rebuke 
them (Ephesians 5:11). 
 
Limit your association with people known to be persistent slanderers. 
 
Proverbs 20:19 - He who goes about as a talebearer reveals secrets; therefore do 
not associate with one who flatters with his lips (or one who "opens wide his lips" - 
ASV). Some talebearers are also flatterers. They say sweet things to people's face, 
but slander them behind the back. Remember, if you see them treat other people 
this way, they will also treat you this way. So, don't associate with them. 
 
1 Corinthians 5:11 - If a member of the church persists in reviling others, he should 
be withdrawn from. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:33 - Whether or not the slanderer is a member of the church, 
remember that evil company corrupt good habits. If people continue such conduct 
and will not quit, we should limit our association with them. By avoiding them we 
are not influenced to act like they do. Also, we can't repeat all the gossip to 
others, because we don't know what it is. 
 
[Exodus 23:1] 
 
B. Carefully Examine Our Motives. 
 
To correct our speech, we must first correct our hearts. 
 
Matthew 12:33-37 - What the mouth speaks depends on the condition of the heart. 
So to correct our speech, we must correct our hearts. We have learned that 
slander is often caused by sinful motives, so before we speak we must carefully 
examine our hearts to be sure we speak from proper motives. 
 
Speak from love for the good of others. 
 
What should be the correct motive for speaking about others? 
 
Matthew 22:39 - Love your neighbor as yourself. If we cease being primarily 
concerned for pleasing ourselves, we can learn to be concerned about what is best 
for all concerned. It may help us improve our attitude if we put ourselves in the 
other person's place: if I had this problem, what would be the proper, Biblical, 
loving way for others to deal with it? 
 
Ephesians 4:29 - Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good 
for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers. The goal is to 
edify others and impart grace - that is to build others up and help them be right 
according to God's word. 
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There are definitely times when the sins and problems of others should be 
discussed. Sinners must be rebuked, and other people who may be involved must 
be warned to avoid being harmfully influenced by sin. But all should be done like 
Jesus and His apostles did it. We must speak from a sincere concern for the 
welfare of others, not out of jealousy, pride, vengeance, etc. How carefully do you 
and I guard our motives when we speak about others? 
 
C. Desire Sinners to Correct Their Sins and Be Forgiven. 
 
Rather than maliciously spreading slander about people we hear about who have 
sinned, we should hope for their repentance and forgiveness. 
 
Matthew 18:15; Luke 17:3 
 
If a brother sins against you personally, you must go to him personally. Remember 
we must not accuse people till we have proof they sinned. Often a personal 
discussion reveals that the person did not commit the sin we thought they did. Or 
he may have a good attitude so that discussion will lead him to correct the 
problem. 
 
If a brother has been confronted and will not repent, it should be taken to the 
church. But many problems could be "nipped in the bud" by personal confrontation. 
Spreading the matter to other people, rather than speaking to the one who did the 
wrong, just enlarges the problem. In any case, we should hope that the one who is 
accused of sin should be right before God. 
 
What if someone comes to me and tells me about some sin that he personally 
knows some other member has committed? If he believes the other brother sinned 
against him, then I should show him what the Bible says and teach him that he 
must now go speak to the brother who sinned against him. Even if the sin is not a 
personal matter between them, but he knows about the sin and I don't know, then 
he should see to it that the sinner is confronted by people who do know about the 
sin. There is nothing to be gained by spreading the matter to people who know 
nothing about it before the sinner has been confronted. 
 
Galatians 6:1 
 
If a brother is overcome in a fault, seek to restore him. This should be our desire, 
even if the sin was not a personal offense against us. We should sincerely want 
what is best for the sinner. But the best thing for every sinner is to repent and be 
forgiven, so he can be saved. This requires that the sinner be shown what the 
problem is, with sincere concern for his soul. The goal is not to take pleasure in 
spreading the news about the sin to other people, but to help the sinner to 
change. 
 
Obviously, our responsibility in rebuking others may be limited by opportunity and 
circumstances. Our greatest responsibility is to people we know, especially in the 
local church. If the sin was committed by someone we don't know and never meet, 
we have little opportunity to help them. 
 



 

76 
 

For example, suppose we hear of some sin or false doctrine in the life of a 
prominent religious leader, political leader, entertainer, sports figure, etc. If they 
were a family member, neighbor, friend, or especially a member of the local 
church, surely we should make sure they are taught the truth. But if we have no 
relationship or contact with them, we are not responsible to personally confront 
every sinner in the world. Even so, we may properly use them as an example in 
teaching to warn others to avoid such errors. 
 
But in any case, we should hope for their restoration and not take pleasure in their 
downfall. And if we personally know the people involved, and especially if the sin 
is committed against us personally, we should be sure the sinner is confronted in 
love. 
 
D. Pray for People Who Have Problems. 
 
Instead of rejoicing when we hear of people who have problems, and instead of 
maliciously spreading evil reports about them, we should pray for their welfare. 
 
Luke 6:27,28 - Even those who persecute us and misuse us should be treated with 
love. We should pray for them and seek God's blessing (something good) on them. 
Pray they will receive what is truly good for them. 
 
Luke 23:34 - Jesus prayed for the forgiveness of the very people who killed Him. 
He was our example in suffering (1 Peter 2:23). He did not revile or say that He 
wanted things to happen contrary to their well being (but they did have to repent 
for their sin - see Acts 2). So we should pray for those who wrong us to receive 
what is truly good for them, and it is always good for sinners to be taught to 
repent and be forgiven. 
 
It is not easy to sincerely pray for people and then turn around and maliciously 
slander them. When we hear reports of people who have sinned or have other 
problems, an attitude of love and prayer will help us avoid many of the sinful 
attitudes that lead to slander. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Christians need to work diligently to maintain proper attitudes and proper speech. 
 
James 3:1-8 - The tongue is "full of deadly poison." Like a small flame it can 
kindle a great fire. Thousands of acres of forest can be destroyed by a small 
spark. So our speech can destroy the well-being of many. 
 
Colossians 4:6 - Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that 
you may know how you ought to answer each one. Proper answers are answers 
that help people do right and be saved. This may include telling people they have 
sinned and need to repent. It may include warning other people so they avoid the 
sins of others. But it must always be spoken with a sincere concern for the 
welfare of all involved. 
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Psalms 141:3 - We need to pray with David, "Set a guard, O lord, over my mouth; 
Keep watch over the door of my lips." 
 
What about your speech and mine? Would our Lord be pleased with our speech? 
 
What is your relationship with the Son of God who died to save you from sin? 
 
(C) Copyright 1989, 2003, 2011, David E. Pratte 
 http://www.gospelway.com/morality/slander.php  
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COMMANDMENT – DO NOT SWEAR AN OATH – LET YOUR YES BE YES AND YOUR 
NO BE NO 

 

So, Help Me God: A Biblical View of Oaths 
 
Contemporary culture faces a growing integrity crisis. The bond of a person's word 
is flippantly broken. A Biblical view of oaths and promises calls us to a higher, if 
not more painful, commitment to our word.  
 
"I swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth..." 
 
"I take thee to be my lawful wedded wife and I do promise and covenant before 
God and these witnesses to be thy loving and faithful husband, in sickness and in 
health..." 
 
"I do solemnly swear that I will faithfully execute the office of the President of the 
United States..." 
 
How often we have heard those oaths uttered during trials, weddings and 
inaugurations. But how seldom it is that people actually honor such oaths as 
evidenced by the incidence of perjury, divorce and demagoguery. And it doesn't 
stop there. Sadly, people--even Christian people--violate their oaths and vows at 
whim, as though truth were fungible and their promises, dispensable. By so doing, 
they demonstrate culpable ignorance of, indifference to, or callousness for their 
Biblical responsibility to honor their word in general and their oaths and vows in 
particular. Simply put, we have become a society and a church without verbal 
integrity, a society and a church without those who honor their oaths. 
 
For that reason, it is important to examine what Scripture has to say about our 
responsibility to honor our oaths. After defining what constitutes an oath and 
proving that Scripture does not forbid all oaths, we will provide Biblical guidelines 
for taking oaths, and refute common excuses people proffer for violating their 
oaths. This article, then, is intended to be a concise overview of what the Bible 
has to say about oaths. 
 
Oaths Defined 
 
Perhaps there is no better place to begin this exposition of oaths than by 
explaining what we mean when we speak of oaths. In simple form, an oath is a 
promise. More particularly, an oath or promise is simply an agreement entered into 
between one person and another whereby the one taking the oath (1) explicitly or 
implicitly appeals to God to witness and sanction what he has said or committed 
himself to, and (2) calls God to judge and avenge His name if what he said is false 
or what he committed to do never comes to pass. 
  
From this definition we can see how pervasive oaths are. When one signs a form 
swearing that the information it contains is true, he is making an oath. When a 
bride and groom promise to remain married till death do them part, they are 
making an oath.  When a party enters a contract, he is making an oath. When a 
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courtroom witness swears to tell the whole truth and nothing but the truth, he is 
making an oath. 
 
The Third Commandment 
 
With this understanding of oaths, we need to know what Scripture has to say about 
them. The Scriptural point of departure is the third commandment, which is 
translated in the King James version as "Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord 
thy God in vain: for the Lord will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in 
vain." Many Christians incorrectly assume that this verse merely teaches that we 
shouldn't curse using the name of God.  Indeed, the third commandment does 
teach that we should not curse using the name of God. But it teaches so much 
more.  So just what does the third commandment teach? To begin with, the phrase 
"the name of the Lord thy God" does not refer only to the literal name of God. 
Rather, the name of God refers comprehensively to God, including God's literal 
name, anything by which God makes Himself known, and ultimately, God Himself. 
In short, to call on the name of God is to call on God Himself! 
 
While the name of God is used comprehensively to refer ultimately to God Himself, 
the phrase translated in vain means "falsely" (Isa.59:4). So the verse could be 
translated in at least two different ways: (1) Thou shalt not swear (utter) the name 
of God to a lie, or (2) Thou shalt not swear (utter) the name of God falsely. The 
basic meaning is the same: we should refrain from appealing to the name of God to 
confirm or bear witness to a falsehood.  
 
The third commandment, then, primarily forbids appealing to God to confirm a 
falsehood. But as with all of the ten commandments, the greater includes the 
lesser. The sixth commandment, for example, does merely prohibit unjustified 
killing; it also prohibits murderous and malicious feelings (Matt.5:21-24). 
 
In the same way, the command not to call upon God to bear witness to a falsehood 
also forbids all lesser forms of irreverence for the name of God. Thus, the third 
commandment prohibits any lack of fear, honor and reverence for God and any 
profanation or abuse of anything by which God makes Himself known, especially in 
our speech. We should refrain from doing anything which detracts from the glory 
due the name of God in our lives. But the third commandment not only forbids 
certain conduct; it also affirmatively requires that we at all times fear, honor and 
reverence God and His most holy name as well as His titles, attributes, ordinances 
and works, especially in our speech. The third commandment, therefore, primarily 
requires us to honor our oaths and forbids us from violating them. When we appeal 
to God by means of oaths, we must honor God by honoring our oaths. 
 
In Defense of Oaths 
 
Through the years, some Christians have taught that the third commandment in 
particular and Scripture in general forbid all oaths. To bolster this contention, they 
marshal forth passages such as Matt. 5:33-37 and James 5:12 wherein we find the 
oft-quoted command, "swear not at all." And at first blush, these passages appear 
to forbid all oaths.  By carefully interpreting these passages, however, we will see 
that Christ was merely correcting Pharisaical and scribal abuses and 
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misinterpretations of God's standards when it come to oaths. When interpreted in 
light of the general context of Scripture as a whole and in light of the particular 
context, we will see that far from forbidding all oaths, Christ (and James) forbade 
only unlawful (unbiblical) oaths. 
 
The General Context 
 
The general context of Scripture, when studied carefully, reveals that God does 
not forbid all oaths.  
 
First, Scripture commands us to swear by the name of God on certain occasions. In 
Deuteronomy 6:13, for example, Scripture commands God's people "You shall fear 
only the Lord your God; and you shall worship Him, and swear by His name." Far 
from prohibiting all oaths, Isaiah tells us that "he who swears in the earth shall 
swear by the name of God" (Is. 65:16). God sanctions lawful oaths to such an 
extent that He promises to build up those who swear by His name (Jer. 12:16). 
Even in the mundane affairs of life, such as confirming the truth between disputing 
neighbors, God commands His people to swear before Him (Ex. 22:10-11). Because 
Scripture commands God's people to swear by His name, it cannot forbid all oaths. 
God does not command what He simultaneously condemns! 
 
Second, Scripture also teaches us that swearing is an act of confession and 
religious worship. We already saw in Deuteronomy 6:13 that God commands us to 
swear in His name precisely because swearing in God's name is but one way to 
worship and fear Him (cf Deut.10:20). Isaiah confirms this connection between 
swearing and worship; when he prophesies about the Assyrians and Egyptians 
coming into a covenantal relationship with God, he says that they will swear in the 
name of God. (Is. 19:18). Calvin explains that "by swearing in the Lord's name they 
will profess his religion." 
 
But exactly how is swearing an act of confession and worship? When we duly swear 
in God's name, we confess several things about God. To begin with, we confess 
that God exists. Moreover, we confess several of God's attributes as revealed to us 
in Scripture: we testify that He is omnipresent and omniscient, that He is eternal 
and immutable, that He is just and true, that He is powerful and wrathful. By 
confessing His existence and attributes, we also confess that He is the Supreme 
Judge over all the earth and that we are accountable to Him for all that we do and 
say. Though the word of men may fail, the word of God never fails. Though men 
may fail, God never fails. By taking oaths in God's name, we confess God to be the 
ultimate arbiter of truth, and we worship the God of truth in spirit and in truth. 
 
Third, Scripture offers us many examples of those who swore, examples we are 
commanded to follow. God Himself swears. David, anticipating the eternal 
priesthood of Christ exclaims under the inspiration of the Spirit, "The Lord has 
sworn and will not change His mind, Thou art a priest forever..."(Ps. 110:4). The 
author of Hebrews tells us that God swore not only by demonstrating that what the 
Psalmist anticipated in Psalm 110:4 had been fulfilled in Christ (Heb. 7:21), but 
also by telling us that God swore when He made His covenant with Abraham: "For 
when God made the promise to Abraham, since He could swear by no one greater, 
He swore by Himself" (Heb. 6:13). 



 

81 
 

 
While it is true that we will never be perfect this side of eternity, we are 
nonetheless commanded to imitate the perfection of God and to be like God (Matt. 
5:48, Eph. 5:1). If God upheld His Word with oaths in His name, and if we are 
commanded to imitate God, then if the occasion arises, Scripture permits us to 
swear lawfully in the name of God. As such, Scripture cannot, without 
contradicting itself, forbid all oaths. 
 
What is true of God the Father is equally true with respect to God the Son for 
three reasons. First, the deity of Christ implies that what is true of God is true of 
Christ; hence since God swore, Christ swore. 
 
Second, if you were to read Psalm 110:4 and Hebrews 7:21, referred to above, you 
would observe that in Psalm 110:4, God swears that He will provide an eternal high 
priest (anticipation) while in Hebrews 7:21, God has honored His oath (fulfillment). 
God the Father made the oath; God the Son fulfilled it. Thus, the very life of the 
Son was the very fulfillment of an oath made by the Father. 
 
Third, Christ actually undertook an oath when questioned by Caiaphas, the high 
priest as recorded in the gospel of Matthew. After Christ remained silent during 
the accusational phase of his trial, Caiaphas charged Christ, exclaiming, "I adjure 
You by the living God, that You tell us whether You are the Christ, the Son of God. 
Jesus said to him, You have said it yourself..." (Matt. 26:63:64a). Literally 
translated, Caiaphas said to Christ "I swear You [call on you to swear]" or "I charge 
You." In the rabbinical form of directly affirming an oath, Christ responded to 
Caiaphas. In other words, by answering Caiaphas' adjuration, Christ undertook an 
oath that what He was saying was true. Thus, by virtue of His deity, priesthood, 
and trial, Christ swore. 
 
And just as Christians are commanded to imitate God, so Christians are 
commanded to imitate Christ. "[T]he one who says he abides in Him," writes John, 
"ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked" (1 Jn. 2:6). The example 
of Christ teaches us that under some circumstances, we may take oaths. Since the 
Living Word perfectly abided by the written word, and since the Living Word 
swore, the written word cannot forbid all oaths. 
 
The Word of God not only records the examples of the Father and the Son; it also 
records for our benefit and instruction the example of the Apostle Paul who often 
supported what he said with oaths: (1) "For God...is my witness..." (Rom 1:9, Phil. 
1:8); (2) "But I call God as witness to my soul..." (II Cor. 1:23); (3)"...God is 
witness..." (IThess. 2:5); (4) "you are witnesses, and so is God..." (I Thess. 2:10); 
and (5) "I adjure you by the Lord..." (I Thess. 5:27).[8] As you can see, there is no 
shortage of Biblical proof that Paul took oaths. But the Bible doesn't record the 
example of Paul for our idle theological speculation. Rather, we are commanded 
to imitate Paul as he in turn imitated Christ (I Cor. 4:16, 11:1). If the need arises, 
Scripture permits oaths. 
 
From this brief overview of Scripture, we have seen that Scripture commands God's 
people to take lawful oaths, informs us that taking an oath is an act of confession 
and religious worship, and commends to us the examples of the God the Father, 
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Christ, and Paul, all of whom took oaths. Thus, to interpret Christ (and James) as 
forbidding all oaths is to foist contradiction on Scripture itself, as well as on the 
Father, Christ and Paul since, on this interpretation, they all swore contrary to 
Scripture. The general context of Scripture, therefore, does not support the notion 
that Scripture forbids all oaths. 
 
The Particular Context 
 
What is true of the general context of Scripture as a whole, is also true of the 
particular context of the passage in question: this passage proves beyond doubt 
that Christ is simply correcting Pharisaical abuses of and glosses on the Law. Christ 
constantly contrasts what the ancients said about the Law with what God says 
about the Law by repeating the formula: "Ye have heard that it was said...But I say 
unto you..." The Pharisees, for example, taught that the Law only forbade murder; 
Christ taught that the Law, properly understood, also forbade hate. The Pharisees 
taught that the Law only forbade adultery; Christ taught that the Law, properly 
understood, also forbade lust. The Pharisees taught that one was to love his 
neighbor and hate his enemy when the law affirmed the former but never even 
taught the latter! 
 
Likewise, Christ corrected Pharisaical misconceptions about oaths. From this 
passage, it appears that the Pharisees thought that one could swear as often as he 
wished as long as he did not do so falsely and as long as he did not swear in the 
literal name of God. Christ's opponents appeared to swear frequently and round-
aboutly. Christ attacks both of these errors head on by showing the Pharisees that 
heaven, earth, Jerusalem and even their own heads have their ultimate reference 
point in God: heaven is the throne of God; the earth is His footstool; Jerusalem is 
the city of the Great King; and it is that King who controls even the hair on one's 
head! In other words, when they swore by heaven, they swore by the God of 
heaven because the universe and everything in it is stamped with His glory.[10] By 
swearing in those ways, the Pharisees failed to see that one still takes the name of 
God in vain no matter how he wishes to dress up his words.[11] 
 
"But," says the opponent of oaths, "how does your interpretation jibe with Christ's 
teaching that anything more than a simple yes or no is of evil?" The interpretation 
advanced in this article is perfectly consistent with Christ's teaching when that 
teaching is properly understood! In the New Testament Greek, the genitive case is 
used when Christ says that anything beyond yes and no is "of evil." What Christ 
means is that anything beyond yes and no -- an oath or a vow -- has its origin in 
evil; in other words, oaths arose as a result of evil or the Fall.  It is distrust, 
dishonesty, and inconsistency which make oaths necessary in the first place. If 
there were no sin, oaths would be unnecessary. But just because oaths are 
occasioned by the Fall doesn't necessarily make them evil in and of themselves. 
 
To suggest that this is the case is to commit the genetic fallacy, assuming without 
proof that what is true of the genesis (origin) of something is true of the thing 
itself. After all, civil government became necessary only after the Fall (to restrain 
the social manifestations of sin); yet civil government is not evil because of that 
fact. In the same way, just because oaths became necessary after the Fall as a 
result of evil, does not mean that oaths, therefore, are evil. 
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Biblical Guidelines for Oaths 
 
If Scripture only forbids unlawful oaths, it is important to distinguish lawful from 
unlawful oaths. Fortunately, Scripture, as our rule for all that we believe and do, 
provides us with clear guidelines so that we can distinguish lawful from unlawful 
oaths both as to whether we should undertake oaths and if we do undertake oaths, 
what the content of our oaths should be.  
 
Should You Take An Oath? 
 
Suppose you are confronted with a situation where you are contemplating whether 
or not you should take an oath. Here is a partial list of Biblical guidelines for taking 
oaths. 
  
1. The object of the oath must be Biblical. It almost goes without mentioning that 
one cannot bind himself to do that which Scripture forbids, since no one can bind 
himself to sin. 
 
2. What you are about to say must be true, or you must do what you are about to 
promise. In addition to undertaking a Biblical objective, you must also speak the 
truth and do what you say you will do. "If a man makes a vow to the Lord, or takes 
an oath to bind himself with a binding obligation, he shall not violate his word; he 
shall do according to all that proceeds out his mouth" (Num. 30:2). If, therefore, 
you know that you are about to utter a falsehood or you know that you have no 
intention of absolutely honoring your word, then you should not take an oath. 
 
3. The oath must be necessary. Even if what you say is true or you will honor what 
you promise, you should not swear if swearing is unnecessary (Ex. 20:7). Scripture 
forbids all superfluous oaths (Matt 5:33-37, 23:16-22). There must be an adequate 
reason why appealing to God is necessary (e.g. Ex 22:10, 11). We should purge 
from our vocabulary sayings such as "swear to God" or "honest to God" unless the 
occasion is so serious and solemn as to necessitate an oath. Calvin rightly 
commented that "God's name is rendered cheap when it is used in true but 
needless oaths. For then it is taken in vain."  Remember that oaths are acts of 
worship and as such, should not be uttered on trivial occasions. The third 
commandment condemns all unnecessary, colloquial and irreverent swearing which 
has nothing to do with the solemn acts of worship commanded in Scripture.  So 
what makes an oath necessary according to Scripture? In one way or another, all of 
the oaths sanctioned in Scripture glorify God and edify others. 
 
4. You must be prepared to abide by your oath no matter how your personal 
interests or circumstances may change. In addition to having a Biblical objective, 
intending to keep your word, and making sure that your oath is necessary, you 
should also realize that you must keep an oath no matter how your personal 
interests or circumstances may change (Ps. 15:4, 24:4). If you are not prepared to 
stand steadfastly by what you have promised, no matter what happens, then you 
should not make a oath. 
 
What Should Be the Content of Your Oath? 
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Provided that you abide by the Biblical guidelines for taking oaths, you should 
make sure that the content of your oath abides by the following principles. 
  
1. The oath must appeal to God alone. Scripture emphatically commands us to 
swear only in the name of God (Deut. 6:13, 10:20; Jer. 5:7; Zeph. 1:4, 5). In no 
uncertain terms, God forbids swearing by other gods because swearing is an act of 
religious worship; when people swear by other gods they violate the second 
commandment. God is so angry with those who swear by other gods that He 
declares that He will "cut off" those who do so (Zeph. 1:4, 5). 
 
Although oaths must appeal to God alone, there are a variety of ways in which one 
can appeal to God in the context of an oath: (1) "give glory to the God of Israel" 
(Josh 7:19); (2) "as the Lord lives" (Judg. 8:19; Ruth 3:13, 1Sam 14:39; II Sam. 
2:27; Jer. 38:16); (3) "The Lord do so to me and more also" (Ruth 1:17; I Sam. 
14:44; II Sam. 3:9, 35; 1Kings 2:23; II Kings 6:31); (4) "May the Lord be true and 
faithful witness" (Jer. 42:5); (5) "I adjure you by the living God..." (Matt. 26:63); 
(6) "I adjure you by the Lord..." (I Thess. 5:27); (8) "But I call God as witness to my 
soul..." (II Cor.1:23); (9) "...God is witness..." (I Thess. 2:5); (10) "You are 
witnesses and so is God..." (I Thess. 2:10). 
 
2. The language of the oath must be unequivocal and unambiguous so as to be 
clearly understood by all parties. The great Reformed theologian, Charles Hodge, 
alludes to the story of a commander who swore to citizens of a besieged city that 
if they surrendered, not a drop of their blood would be shed. After securing their 
surrender, the commander then burned them all at the stake!  We should never 
secure oaths by means of linguistic chicanery. 
 
To help reduce the possibility of using equivocal and ambiguous terms, we should: 
(1) reduce oaths to written instruments (when possible), (2) define in those 
instruments any terms that warrant definition (so as to preclude later linguistic 
revision), and (3) make sure that there is a meeting of the minds as to the material 
items and conditions of these instruments.[19] 
 
Breaking Oaths 
 
Generally speaking, to break an oath is to violate the third commandment and to 
trample on the holy name of God. As with many divine commands, there is no 
shortage of wasted genius when it comes to cunning excuses and self-serving 
rationalizations for breaking oaths. Before examining some of these excuses, it is 
important to point out that if you were to abide by the Biblical criteria for making 
oaths, you would never find yourself in the position of reneging your oath!  
Illegitimate Reasons for Breaking Oaths 
 
Change in Circumstances 
 
As strange as it may seem, some claim that changing circumstances exonerate 
them from honoring oaths previously made. Nothing could be more contrary to the 
entire tenor of Scripture when it comes to oaths. In Psalms 15:4 and 24:4, for 
example, David asks who can ascend to and dwell on the hill of God? In addition to 
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having integrity, being righteous, speaking truth, and refusing bribes -- just to 
name a few -- the one who has sweet fellowship with God is the one who "swears 
to his own hurt, and does not change" and the one who "has not sworn deceitfully." 
If you make a vow, no matter how your circumstances may change, you are to do 
"all that proceeds out of [your] mouth" (Num. 30:2, Deut. 23:23).  
 
Not only is this excuse unbiblical, it is also illogical because it flies squarely in the 
face of the very reason why we undertake oaths in the first place: we take stock of 
our circumstances and bind ourselves to the truth of our word or to a particular 
course of action, knowing full well that our circumstances may change with time. 
If ever there was a Biblical character who could have used this cop out, it was 
Jephthah. But instead of violating his oath to consecrate his daughter to temple 
service, he rightly declared, "I have given my word to the Lord, and I cannot take 
it back" (Judg.11:35). This excuse is also untenable because the initial oath could 
have provided for possible contingencies. Just because it didn't, one cannot 
unilaterally claim to be released from his obligation. The conclusion simply does 
not follow on the basis of the premise. 
 
Oath Which Is Impossible to Perform 
 
Perhaps the one who argues that changing circumstances alleviate him from his 
obligation to honor his oath is really saying that the oath is impossible to perform 
and consequently, he cannot perform it. The danger of this argument, though, is 
that it is particularly susceptible to rationalization: most people say something is 
impossible (that which cannot objectively be done) when they really mean that it 
is undesirable (that which one subjectively does not want to do). Obviously, one 
cannot violate an oath simply because he does not desire to perform his obligations 
under the oath.  
 
So the real question becomes: when, if ever does impossibility -- properly defined -
- excuse performance of an oath? To answer that question effectively, it is 
important to distinguish between two different situations. First, the easy case: if 
one knows the oath will be impossible to perform before he makes it, he should 
not make it and cannot thereafter seek recourse in this excuse. It is sinful both to 
make and break such an oath. 
 
Second, the difficult case: what if the oath is possible when made but 
subsequently is rendered impossible? As stated above, before you ever make an 
oath, you should think through any possible contingencies ahead of time and 
provide for them. Some contingencies are so obvious that if you did not provide for 
them, you should nonetheless be held accountable to perform your oath. Aside 
from planning ahead for possible contingencies, perhaps you will still find yourself 
in a situation where the oath, as promised, is technically impossible to perform 
(e.g. the beneficiary of the oath has died). In such a situation, you should consider 
whether there is another course of action which will fulfill the intent of the oath 
(e.g. performing the oath for the benefit of the beneficiary's heirs). 
 
Violation of An Oath Negates the Oath 
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The claim that violating an oath negates the oath in its entirety is completely 
without Biblical warrant. Nowhere in Scripture will one find support for this kind of 
sophistic reasoning. In fact, this excuse can easily be reduced to absurdity. If a 
courtroom witness, for instance, swears to tell nothing but the truth and 
subsequently utters false testimony, is he thereafter free to perjure his testimony 
to his heart's content? If a secret agent swears to secrecy and thereafter violates 
his oath by committing a single act of treason, is he then free to commit treason 
without restraint? If a spouse violated his marriage oaths and vows by committing a 
single act of adultery, is he thereafter free to multiply his adulterous acts? How 
absurd! Precisely!  
 
Oath Involuntarily Imposed by Legitimate Authority 
 
In numerous instances, individuals in Scripture were forced to take oaths. Nowhere 
is this practice condemned, provided the oath doesn't require what God forbids or 
doesn't forbid what God requires. In fact, God actually sanctions involuntarily 
imposed oaths. When one sinned, for example, he could be "made to take an oath" 
calling for God's justice to be done (1Kings 8:31, 32; II Chron. 6:22, 23). Scripture 
is replete with oaths imposed by lawful authorities (Ex. 22:7-11; Neh 5:12, 19, 21; 
8:25; 13:25). And as we saw above, Christ, as our perfect example, even submitted 
to Caiaphas, the high priest, when Caiaphas charged Christ to answer him (Matt. 
26:63, 64). This excuse cannot withstand Biblical scrutiny.  
 
Oath Made to Unbelievers 
 
As with oaths imposed involuntarily by legitimate authorities, so Scripture 
sanctions oaths to unbelievers, provided the object of the oath is not sinful. (Ezek. 
17:16,18,19; Josh. 9:18,19; II Sam. 21:1).  
 
Oath Made Under Distress 
 
Many oaths, due to the solemnity and seriousness with which they should rightly be 
uttered, will be uttered under distress. But the distress with which Jephthah 
uttered his vow, for example, did not alleviate his responsibility to honor it 
(Judg.11:35). David well recognized this truth when he declared "I shall come into 
Thy house with burnt offerings; I shall pay Thee my vows, [w]hich my lips uttered 
[a]nd my mouth spoke when I was in distress" (Ps.66:13, 14).  
 
A Legitimate Reason To Break Oaths 
 
Having refuted the most common excuses people proffer for violating their oaths, 
we must now turn briefly to the only biblical reason for violating an oath: if the 
objective of the oath is sinful. Since one can never bind himself to sin, such an 
"oath" is invalid from its inception and consequently, is not binding. By definition, 
one cannot break a non-existent oath. The sin, in such a situation, is not in 
breaking an unlawful oath, but in making it. Thus, Herod was under no obligation 
to kill John the Baptist, since he could not bind himself to commit murder. The 
real lesson here is one of prevention; you shouldn't make such oaths to begin with.  
 
Conclusion 
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Hopefully we can better appreciate what Scripture has to say about oaths. Since 
this essay has defined what an oath is, explained how the Biblical view of oaths is 
rooted in the third commandment, demonstrated that Scripture does not forbid all 
oaths, delineated guidelines for taking oaths, and refuted common excuses for 
breaking oaths, we can see that oaths are serious business. We should not rush 
headlong into making oaths, and we should make sure that we honor the oaths that 
we make. "Where an oath is falsely taken," warns R. L. Dabney, "it is a heaven-
daring attempt to enlist the Almighty in the sanction of the creature's lie and is 
thus, either the most outrageous levity, or the most outrageous impiety of which 
he can be guilty." 
  
It is always dangerous to engage in "heaven-daring" behavior. Lest we forget, the 
third commandment contains a promise, a promise of punishment for those who 
violate it. The third commandment chillingly pronounces that "the Lord will not 
hold him guiltless that taketh His name in vain." Since God will punish those who 
take His name in vain, we would do well to realize that it is a terrible thing to fall 
into the hands of the living God. Instead of invoking God's wrath and judgment, we 
must resolve ourselves to be those who honor God in all that we do and in all that 
we say. 
 
But how can we ever begin to honor the name God in all that we do and say? By 
owning up to the only One who did just that--the One whose very life fulfilled the 
covenant promises of God. By speaking the truth and honoring His word, He paid 
the penalty for our disobedience. Apart from Him and His enabling hand, we have 
no hope. But with Him we have help in our time of need. May we implore His grace 
as we learn to honor our oaths. May we, along with the courtroom witness, learn 
to cry aloud "so help me God." 
 
Marriage Vows 
 
While this article does not deal specifically with vows, it would be helpful to 
distinguish oaths from vows. While an oath is a covenant entered into between 
man and man, a vow is a covenant entered into between man and God whereby 
the one taking the oath explicitly or implicitly appeals to God to witness and 
sanction what he has promised and to judge and avenge His name if the one 
vowing breaches what he promised to do. Many promises can be both oaths and 
vows as pointed out in note two. Many people refer to the words exchanged by the 
wedding couple as marriage vows. Actually, they are oaths and vows: promises 
made between the spouses and promises made by each spouse to God.  
 
Cursing 
 
For the sake of clarity, this article distinguishes between cursing on the one hand 
and swearing on the other hand. Cursing, as used in this article, refers to using 
vulgarity. While swearing can sometimes be used so that it is synonymous with 
cursing, swearing, as used in this article, means undertaking an oath.  
 
Public Oaths 
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While some Christians erroneously teach that Scripture forbids all oaths, still 
others erroneously teach that Scripture only sanctions public oaths (i.e. oaths 
given in a public context, usually extracted by public officials). This view simply 
does not accord with the full weight of Scripture. Many oaths in Scripture are made 
between private individuals acting solely in a private capacity: Abraham to 
Abimelech (Gen.21:23); Abraham's servant to Abraham (Gen.24:31); Isaac to 
Abraham (Gen. 26:31); Jacob to Laban (Gen.31:53, 54); Jacob to Joseph 
(Gen.47:31); Reuben to Jacob (Gen.42: 37); David to Jonathan and Jonathon to 
David (I Sam. 20:1-42); David to Shimei (II Sam. 19:21-23); Boaz to Ruth (Ruth 
3:13); Obadiah to Elijah (IKing 8:10). Add to this list the oaths of Paul in the text 
of the article (which those who maintain this view mistakenly claim were made in 
a quasi-public capacity). The private/public dichotomy simply does not hold up to 
Biblical scrutiny. 
http://www.reformed.org/webfiles/antithesis/index.html?mainframe=/webfiles/a
ntithesis/v1n1/ant_v1n1_oaths.html  

  

http://www.reformed.org/webfiles/antithesis/index.html?mainframe=/webfiles/antithesis/v1n1/ant_v1n1_oaths.html
http://www.reformed.org/webfiles/antithesis/index.html?mainframe=/webfiles/antithesis/v1n1/ant_v1n1_oaths.html


 

89 
 

COMMANDMENT – DO NOT SWEAR 

 

Question: "Is it a sin to cuss / swear / curse?" 
 
Answer:  It is definitely a sin to swear (curse, cuss, etc.). The Bible makes this 
abundantly clear. Ephesians 4:29 tells us, "Do not let any unwholesome talk come 
out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to 
their needs, that it may benefit those who listen." First Peter 3:10 declares, "For, 
whoever would love life and see good days must keep his tongue from evil and his 
lips from deceitful speech." James 3:9-12 summarizes the issue: "With the tongue 
we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in 
God's likeness. Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this 
should not be. Can both fresh water and salt water flow from the same spring? My 
brothers, can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt 
spring produce fresh water." 
 
James makes it clear that the lives of Christians—the “brothers”—should not be 
characterized by evil speech. By making the analogy of both salt water and fresh 
water coming from the same spring (which is uncharacteristic of springs), he makes 
the point that it is uncharacteristic for a believer to have both praise and cursing 
come from his/her mouth. Nor is it characteristic for us to praise God on one hand 
and curse our brothers on the other. This, too, is uncharacteristic of a true 
believer.  
 
Jesus explained that what comes out of our mouths is that which fills our hearts. 
Sooner or later, the evil in the heart comes out through the mouth in curses and 
swearing. But when our hearts are filled with the goodness of God, praise for Him 
and love for others will pour forth. Our speech will always indicate what is in our 
hearts. “The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, 
and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of 
the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks” (Luke 6:45).  
 
Why is it a sin to cuss / swear / curse? Sin is a condition of the heart, the mind, 
and “the inner man” (Romans 7:22), which is manifested in our thoughts, actions 
and words. When we swear and curse, we are giving evidence of the polluting sin 
in our hearts that must be confessed and repented of. Thankfully, our great God is 
“faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). When this happens, we receive a new nature from 
God (2 Corinthians 5:17), our hearts are transformed, and our speech reflects the 
new nature God has created within us. 
https://www.gotquestions.org/cussing-swearing.html  

  

https://www.gotquestions.org/cussing-swearing.html
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COMMANDMENT – DO NOT DECEIVE OR LIE 

 

DEUTERONOMY 5:20 
‘And you shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.’ 
 
LEVITICUS 5:3-6 –  
‘If he finds lost property and lies about it..when he thus sins and becomes guilty, 
he must return what he has stolen or taken by extortion or what was entrusted to 
him or the lost property he found….He must make full restitution, add a fith of 
the value to it and give it to the owner..’ 
 
JOHN 8:32  
‘And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.’ 
 
1 CORINTHIANS3:18-19a  
‘Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this 
age, let him become a fool that he may become wise. For the wisdom of this 
world is folly with God.’ 
 
1 CORINTHIANS 6:9  
‘Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not 
be deceived.’  
 
1 CORINTHIANS 15:33  
‘Do not be deceived. Bad company ruins good morals.’  
 
GALATIANS 6:7-8  
‘Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also 
reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, 
but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.’ 
 
EPHESIANS 4:25  
‘Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with 
his neighbour, for we are members one of another.’ 
 
EPHESIANS 5:6-7  
‘Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath 
of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. Therefore, do not become partners 
with them.’ 
 
COLOSSIANS 2:8  
‘Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the 
tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.’ 
 
COLOSSIANS 3:9-10  
‘Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its 
practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge 
after the image of its creator.’ 
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1 THESALLONIANS 5:21  
‘Test everything; hold fast what is good.’ 
 
JAMES 1:22  
‘But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.’ 
 
1 JOHN 2:4  
‘Whoever says “I know him” but does not keep His commandments is a liar, and 
the truth is not in him.’ 
 
The Seven Levels of Lying 
 
1. You lie. 
 
A single lie can become a match that lights a bonfire. Unless we confess the truth 
about our lie, we are probably on our way to Level #2. 
 
2. You self-protect. 
 
That is, you lie about having lied. If you lie about one thing, it is likely you will lie 
about another. As Budziszewski puts it, "Lies are weaklings; they need bodyguards. 
" 
3. You develop a habit of lying. 
 
A liar at this level might, just out of habit, lie about something trivial for no 
benefit. 
 
4. You self-deceive. 
 
You now believe the lies that you are telling others. We can lie so effectively that 
we even lie to ourselves. We self-deceive. 
Take note: Just because we are deceived—honestly and truly—by the wiles of our 
own crookedness does not mean we are innocent or exempt from the need to 
repent. On the cross, Jesus said, "Father forgive them, for they do not know what 
they are doing." Jesus' prayer suggests that sins committed unknowingly are still 
sins in need of forgiveness. Lying is sinful even when we do so subconsciously. It's 
important to understand that self-deception is self-imposed. To be deceived by 
someone else or shielded from the full truth is not the same as self-deception.  
 
Self-deception is a vice. 
Pontius Pilate self-deceived by telling himself that truth is inaccessible. When face 
to face with Jesus, Pilate guardedly asked, "What is truth?" Pilate had a motive for 
not wanting to know the truth. Pilate wasn't willing to be seen in the light of the 
truth of his own cowardice. Pilate's very question was pitted against the truth of 
his own poor character in contrast to the innocence of Jesus. 
 
At Level #4, a person enters into denial. He stops looking at his internal moral 
compass and therefore ceases to feel guilty anymore. 
 
5. You rationalize. 
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Now you not only believe the lies are not lies, you justify the lies as a positive 
good. Now the lying is not just part of normal life, but a virtue—it helps the 
company grow, it saves jobs, and so forth. This is the type of thinking that 
contributed to the scandals at Enron and WorldCom, and to the 2007 subprime 
housing debacle. 
 
Level #5 lying is especially tempting at the leadership level. One of my mentors 
warned me to be careful in taking on the deanship at A. W. Tozer Theological 
Seminary. He said, "The higher up you go in an organization, the harder it is to tell 
the truth." A lot of times the lie is justified for the sake of the institution or some 
other larger good. 
 
Level #5 lies happen in the personal realm too: "You don't understand," says the 
adulteress. "My husband and I never had a real marriage. We have had 30 years of 
cohabitation and child-rearing, but nothing like what I have with my new lover. He 
and I are experiencing love for the very first time. This is not adultery. It is love." 
 
6. You develop your technique. 
 
The main technique is to compartmentalize. You start isolating statements, 
ignoring what was said in other contexts. Level #6 liars are often found in the 
upper echelons of bureaucracy. A Level #6 liar might smoothly move from one 
constituent to another, saying each of these things, swearing in each instance that 
he is telling the truth: "This institution is going to stay true to our stated core 
values." "Please don't pay attention to our stated core values; those were written 
by a committee who no longer works here." "Core values reside in people. It really 
doesn't matter what is stated on paper." "Don't let those stated values stop you 
from giving; it's long been public knowledge that I myself disagree with three or 
four of them." "I can assure you that our stated core values serve as our guiding 
compass." 
 
7. You see it as your duty to lie. 
 
Level #7 lying flips duty on its head, making lying mandatory. For example, in a 
dysfunctional family that operates at Level #7, grown siblings might kowtow to a 
parent for the sake of keeping dark family secrets hidden. In organizational life, 
Level #7 executives repeat corporate lies and say to their lieutenants, "Beware of 
self-anointed whistleblowers; they are critical and self-righteous." 
Level #7 liars stone the prophets (John 16:2). 
 
Because people are created in the image of God, we can't simply lie without trying 
to seem truthful in some way. That explains why Level #5 liars take pains to 
rationalize their thinking and Level #7 liars assume the pseudo-upright posture of 
being dutiful. 
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2011/may/7-levelslying.html?start=4  
 
White lies 
 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2011/may/7-levelslying.html?start=4
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Question: "What does the Bible say about white lies? Is a white lie okay if it is told 
to avoid hurting a person?" 
 
Answer:  We know lying is a sin (Leviticus 19:11; Proverbs 12:22). But what about 
those “little white lies” that involve an ever-so-slight stretching of the truth? Do 
the small lies matter, or are they harmless? What if telling the truth might hurt 
someone? 
 
Lying is defined as “making an untrue statement with the intent to deceive.” A 
white lie is an untrue statement, but it is usually considered unimportant because 
it does not cover up a serious wrongdoing. A white lie is deceptive, but it may also 
be polite or diplomatic at the same time. It could be a “tactful” lie told to keep 
the peace in a relationship; it could be a “helpful” lie to ostensibly benefit 
someone else; it could be a “minor” lie to make oneself look better in some area. 
Some white lies are common: lying about one’s age, for example, or the size of the 
fish that got away. We live in a society that conditions us to lie by telling us that, 
in many situations, lies are justified. The secretary “covers” for the boss who 
doesn’t want to be disturbed; the salesman exaggerates the qualities of his 
product; the job applicant pads his résumé. The reasoning is, as long as no one is 
hurt or the result is good, little lies are fine. 
 
It is true that some sins bring about worse consequences than others. And it is true 
that telling a white lie will not have the same serious effect as, say, murdering 
someone. But all sins are equally offensive to God (Romans 6:23a), and there are 
good reasons to avoid telling white lies. 
 
First, the belief that a white lie is “helpful” is rooted in the idea that the end 
justifies the means. If the lie results in a perceived “good,” then the lie was 
justified. However, God’s condemnation of lying in Proverbs 6:16–19 contains no 
exception clause. Also, who defines the “good” that results from the lie? A 
salesman telling white lies may sell his product—a “good” thing for him—but what 
about the customer who was taken advantage of? 
Telling a white lie to be “tactful” or to spare someone’s feelings is also a foolish 
thing to do. A person who consistently lies to make people feel good will 
eventually be seen for what he is: a liar. Those who traffic in white lies will 
damage their credibility. 
 
White lies have a way of propagating themselves. Telling more lies to cover up the 
original lie is standard procedure, and the lies get progressively less “white.” 
Trying to remember what lies were told to what person also complicates 
relationships and makes further lying even more likely. 
 
Telling a white lie to benefit oneself is nothing but selfishness. When our words are 
motivated by the pride of life, we are falling into temptation (1 John 2:16). Little 
white lies are often told to preserve the peace, as if telling the truth would in 
some way destroy peace. Yet the Bible presents truth and peace as existing 
together: “Love truth and peace” (Zechariah 8:19). Tellers of white lies believe 
they are speaking lies out of “love”; however, the Bible tells us to speak “the truth 
in love” (Ephesians 4:15). 
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Sometimes telling the truth is not easy; in fact, it can be downright unpleasant. 
But we are called to be truth-tellers. Being truthful is precious to God (Proverbs 
12:22); it demonstrates the fear of Lord. Furthermore, to tell the truth is not a 
suggestion, it is a command (Psalm 15:2; Zechariah 8:16; Ephesians 4:25). Being 
truthful flies in the face of Satan, the “father of lies” (John 8:44). Being truthful 
honours the Lord, who is the “God of truth” (Psalm 31:5, ISV). 
http://www.gotquestions.org/white-lies.html  

  

http://www.gotquestions.org/white-lies.html
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COMMANDMENT – ALWAYS BE THANKFUL IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES 

 

COMPLAINING, BITTERNESS AND THANKFULNESS 
 
PHILIPPIAMS 1:14-15  
‘Do everything without grumbling or arguing, so that you may become blameless 
and pure, “children of God without fault in a warped and crooked generation.”’ 
 
PHILIPPIANS 4: 4-9  
‘Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be 
evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to 
God. Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever 
is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything 
is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. Whatever you have learned 
or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice.’ 
 
1. Do all things without complaining 
 
Philippians 2:12-16  ‘Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, 
not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and 
to work for his good pleasure. Do all things without grumbling or questioning, that 
you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst 
of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 
holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I 
did not run in vain or labour in vain.’ 
 
2. Do not complain about others 
 
James 5:8-9 – ‘You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the 
Lord is near. Do not complain, brethren, against one another, so that you 
yourselves may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing right at the door.’ 
 
3. Be content with what you have 
 
Philippians 4:11-12 – ‘Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in 
whatever situation I am to be content. I know how to be brought low, and I know 
how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing 
plenty and hunger, abundance and need.’ 
 
James 4:1-3 – ‘What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not 
this, that your passions are at war within you? You desire and do not have, so you 
murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, 
because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to 
spend it on your passions.’ 
 
4. Give thanks in all circumstances 
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Romans 8:28 – ‘And we know that for those who love God all things work together 
for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.’ 
 
Colossians 3:17 – ‘And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.’ 
 
Colossians 2:6-7  - ‘Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in 
him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were 
taught, abounding in thanksgiving.’ 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:18 – ‘Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus for you.’ 
 
James 1:2-4 – ‘Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 
for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let 
steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in 
nothing.’ 
 
5. We have eternal hope 
 
Romans 15:13 - ‘May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope’ 
 
6. Dealing with Bitterness 
 
Bitterness is resentful cynicism that results in an intense antagonism or hostility 
towards others. The Bible teaches us to “get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, 
brawling and slander, along with every form of malice.” It then goes on to tell us 
how to deal with such bitterness and its fruits by being “kind and compassionate to 
one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you” (Ephesians 
4:31-32). As an adjective, the word bitter means “sharp like an arrow or pungent 
to the taste, disagreeable; venomous.” The idea is that of the poisonous water 
given to the women who were suspected of committing adultery in Numbers 5:18: 
“the bitter water that brings a curse.” In its figurative sense bitterness refers to a 
mental or emotional state that corrodes or “eats away at.” Bitterness can affect 
one experiencing profound grief or anything which acts on the mind in the way 
poison acts on the body. Bitterness is that state of mind which wilfully holds on to 
angry feelings, ready to take offense, able to break out in anger at any moment.  
 
The foremost danger in succumbing to bitterness and allowing it to rule our hearts 
is that it is a spirit that refuses reconciliation. As a result, bitterness leads to 
wrath, which is the explosion on the outside of the feelings on the inside. Such 
unbridled wrath and anger often lead to “brawling” which is the brash self-
absorption of an angry person who needs to make everyone hear his grievances.  
 
Another evil brought on by bitterness is slander. As used in Ephesians 4, it is not 
referring to blasphemy against God or merely slander against men, but to any 
speech springing from anger and designed to wound or injure others. All this then 
leads to a spirit of malice, which signifies evil-mindedness or feelings of intense 
hatred. This kind of attitude is sensual and devilish in its influences. Malice is a 
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deliberate attempt to harm another person. Therefore, “every form of malice” 
must be done away with (Ephesians 4:31). The person who is bitter is often 
resentful, cynical, harsh, cold, relentless, and unpleasant to be around. Any 
expression of these characteristics is sin against God, and those who persist in 
them will not inherit His kingdom (Galatians 5:19-21). Hebrews 12:15 warns us to 
“see to it that no one misses the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to 
cause trouble and defile many.” We must always be wary of allowing “bitter roots” 
to grow in our hearts; such roots will cause us to fall short of the grace of God. 
God wills that His people live in love, joy, peace, and holiness—not in bitterness. 
Therefore, the believer must always watch diligently, being on guard against the 
grave peril of bitterness. 
http://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-bitterness.htm  
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COMMANDMENT – IN YOUR ANGER, DO NOT SIN 

 

EPHESIANS 4:25-32  
‘Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to your 
neighbour, for we are all members of one body. “In your anger do not sin”: Do not 
let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold. 
Anyone who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing 
something useful with their own hands, that they may have something to share 
with those in need. Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, 
but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it 
may benefit those who listen. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with 
whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. Get rid of all bitterness, rage 
and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. Be kind and 
compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave 
you.’ 
 
JAMES 1:19-21  
‘My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to 
listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, because human anger does not 
produce the righteousness that God desires. Therefore, get rid of all moral filth 
and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, 
which can save you.’ 
 
JAMES 1:26  
‘Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight rein on their 
tongues deceive themselves, and their religion is worthless.’ 
 
JAMES 3:10  
‘Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this 
should not be.’ 
 

Handling anger is an important life skill. Christian counselors report that 50 
percent of people who come in for counseling have problems dealing with anger. 
Anger can shatter communication and tear apart relationships, and it ruins both 
the joy and health of many. Sadly, people tend to justify their anger instead of 
accepting responsibility for it. Everyone struggles, to varying degrees, with anger. 
Thankfully, God’s Word contains principles regarding how to handle anger in a 
godly manner, and how to overcome sinful anger. 
 
Anger is not always sin. There is a type of anger of which the Bible approves, often 
called “righteous indignation.” God is angry (Psalm 7:11; Mark 3:5), and believers 
are commanded to be angry (Ephesians 4:26). Two Greek words in the New 
Testament are translated as “anger.” One means “passion, energy” and the other 
means “agitated, boiling.” Biblically, anger is God-given energy intended to help 
us solve problems. Examples of biblical anger include David’s being upset over 
hearing Nathan the prophet sharing an injustice (2 Samuel 12) and Jesus’ anger 
over how some of the Jews had defiled worship at God’s temple in Jerusalem 
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(John 2:13-18). Notice that neither of these examples of anger involved self-
defense, but a defense of others or of a principle. 
 
That being said, it is important to recognize that anger at an injustice inflicted 
against oneself is also appropriate. Anger has been said to be a warning flag—it 
alerts us to those times when others are attempting to or have violated our 
boundaries. God cares for each individual. Sadly, we do not always stand up for 
one another, meaning that sometimes we must stand up for ourselves. This is 
especially important when considering the anger that victims often feel. Victims of 
abuse, violent crime, or the like have been violated in some way. Often while 
experiencing the trauma, they do not experience anger. Later, in working through 
the trauma, anger will emerge. For a victim to reach a place of true health and 
forgiveness, he or she must first accept the trauma for what it was. In order to 
fully accept that an act was unjust, one must sometimes experience anger. 
Because of the complexities of trauma recovery, this anger is often not short-lived, 
particularly for victims of abuse. Victims should process through their anger and 
come to a place of acceptance, even forgiveness. This is often a long journey. As 
God heals the victim, the victim's emotions, including anger, will follow. Allowing 
the process to occur does not mean the person is living in sin. 
 
Anger can become sinful when it is motivated by pride (James 1:20), when it is 
unproductive and thus distorts God’s purposes (1 Corinthians 10:31), or when anger 
is allowed to linger (Ephesians 4:26-27). One obvious sign that anger has turned to 
sin is when, instead of attacking the problem at hand, we attack the wrongdoer. 
Ephesians 4:15-19 says we are to speak the truth in love and use our words to build 
others up, not allow rotten or destructive words to pour from our lips. 
Unfortunately, this poisonous speech is a common characteristic of fallen man 
(Romans 3:13-14). Anger becomes sin when it is allowed to boil over without 
restraint, resulting in a scenario in which hurt is multiplied (Proverbs 29:11), 
leaving devastation in its wake. Often, the consequences of out-of-control anger 
are irreparable. Anger also becomes sin when the angry one refuses to be pacified, 
holds a grudge, or keeps it all inside (Ephesians 4:26-27). This can cause depression 
and irritability over little things, which are often unrelated to the underlying 
problem. 
 
 We can handle anger biblically by recognizing and admitting our prideful anger 

and/or our wrong handling of anger as sin (Proverbs 28:13; 1 John 1:9). This 
confession should be both to God and to those who have been hurt by our 
anger. We should not minimize the sin by excusing it or blame-shifting.  

 
 We can handle anger biblically by seeing God in the trial. This is especially 

important when people have done something to offend us. James 1:2-4, 
Romans 8:28-29, and Genesis 50:20 all point to the fact that God is sovereign 
over every circumstance and person that crosses our path. Nothing happens to 
us that He does not cause or allow. Though God does allow bad things to 
happen, He is always faithful to redeem them for the good of His people. God is 
a good God (Psalm 145:8, 9, 17). Reflecting on this truth until it moves from 
our heads to our hearts will alter how we react to those who hurt us. 
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 We can handle anger biblically by making room for God’s wrath. This is 
especially important in cases of injustice, when “evil” men abuse “innocent” 
people. Genesis 50:19 and Romans 12:19 both tell us to not play God. God is 
righteous and just, and we can trust Him who knows all and sees all to act 
justly (Genesis 18:25). 

 
 We can handle anger biblically by returning good for evil (Genesis 50:21; 

Romans 12:21). This is key to converting our anger into love. As our actions 
flow from our hearts, so also our hearts can be altered by our actions (Matthew 
5:43-48). That is, we can change our feelings toward another by changing how 
we choose to act toward that person. 

 
 We can handle anger biblically by communicating to solve the problem. There 

are four basic rules of communication shared in Ephesians 4:15, 25-32: 
 
 1) Be honest and speak (Ephesians 4:15, 25). People cannot read our minds. We 
must speak the truth in love. 
 
 2) Stay current (Ephesians 4:26-27). We must not allow what is bothering us to 
build up until we lose control. It is important to deal with what is bothering us 
before it reaches critical mass. 
 
 3) Attack the problem, not the person (Ephesians 4:29, 31). Along this line, we 
must remember the importance of keeping the volume of our voices low (Proverbs 
15:1). 
 
 4) Act, don’t react (Ephesians 4:31-32). Because of our fallen nature, our first 
impulse is often a sinful one (v. 31). The time spent in “counting to ten” should be 
used to reflect upon the godly way to respond (v. 32) and to remind ourselves how 
the energy anger provides should be used to solve problems and not create bigger 
ones. 
 
At times we can handle anger preemptively by putting up stricter boundaries. We 
are told to be discerning (1 Corinthians 2:15-16; Matthew 10:16). We need not 
"cast our pearls before swine" (Matthew 7:6). Sometimes our anger leads us to 
recognize that certain people are unsafe for us. We can still forgive them, but we 
may choose not to re-enter the relationship. 
 
Finally, we must act to solve our part of the problem (Romans 12:18). We cannot 
control how others act or respond, but we can make the changes that need to be 
made on our part. Overcoming a temper is not accomplished overnight. But 
through prayer, Bible study, and reliance upon God’s Holy Spirit, ungodly anger 
can be overcome. We may have allowed anger to become entrenched in our lives 
by habitual practice, but we can also practice responding correctly until that, too, 
becomes a habit and God is glorified in our response. 
http://www.gotquestions.org/anger.html  
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