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END TIMES 

 
THE FINAL JUDGEMENT 
 

MATTHEW 7:21-23 
‘Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord’, will enter into the Kingdom of God 
(heavens), but by doing the will of my Father, the one in the heavens.  Many 
will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your Name, cast 
out demons in your Name, and do mighty works in your Name?’  And then I will 
declare to them, ‘I never knew you, depart from me you evildoers’.’ 
 
(Even though we may do ‘religious’ or ‘good’ things, unless they are part of God’s 
will, they are ‘worthless’.  We are called to worship and serve Him, according to 
His plan for us. Being part of a church does not guarantee you entrance into God’s 
Kingdom, even if you display ‘charismatic’ gifts.  For God is more interested on 
our values and attitudes that led to the actions ie what is on our hearts and minds 
– are they ‘pure in thought’?) 
 
MATTHEW 22:14 
‘For many are called, but few are chosen.’ 
 
(God has called all men and women to become one of His followers, but, unless 
they do and do His will out of love and thankfulness for what Jesus did on the 
cross, then they do not enter God’s Kingdom (Heaven). See Matthew 7:21-23 
above and the notes below about the meaning of the New Testament Greek word 
‘Polus’.) 
 
MATTHEW 24:24 
‘For will arise false Christs and false prophets and they will give great signs and 
wonders so as to deceive, quite likely, even the chosen ones.’  
 
(There will be many false ‘Christs’ and messiahs announcing that they are Jesus 
and have come back to take His people home, such that even true believers will 
be deceived, especially during the last days before the end of the world as we 
know it.) 
 
MATTHEW 24:31 
‘…..and they (the angels) will gather together the chosen ones (elect) of Him…’ 
 
(When the end times come, the angels will gather the Jesus followers together to 
meet Him.) 
 
MATTHEW 25:31-46  
‘And when comes the Son of Man in the glory of Him and all the angels with Him, 
then He will sit upon the throne of glory of Him.  And will be assembled before 
Him all the peoples and He will separate them from each other, as the shepherd 
separates the sheep and the goats.  And He will put the sheep on the right of 
Him but the goats on the left.  Then will say the King to the ones on the right of 
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Him, ‘Come the ones having been blessed of my Father. Inherit that having been 
prepared (in the) Kingdom from the foundation of the world. 
 

 For I hungered and you gave to Me to eat 
 

 I thirsted and you gave Me drink 
 

 I was a stranger and you invited Me in 
 

 Naked and you clothed Me 
 

 I was sick and you visited Me 
 

 In prison I was and you came to visit Me. 
 
Then answered Him the righteous, saying, ‘Master, when did we see you hungering 
and we fed you or thirsting and we gave you drink.  And when did we see you a 
stranger and invite you in, or naked and we clothed you? And when did we did we 
see you and having sickness or in prison and we came to you? (Notice all these 
actions centre around the command to be hospitable.) 
 
And having answered, the King will say to them, truly I say to you, in as much as 
you do it to one of these of the brothers of Me, you did it to Me.  
 
And then He will say also to the ones on the left of Him, go from me the ones 
having been cursed into the eternal fire (hell), having been prepared for the devil 
and the angels of him.  
 
For I hungered and you did not give to me to eat, I thirsted and you did not give 
drink to me, I was a stranger and you did not invite me in……. 
 
In as much as you did not do it for one of these the least ones, neither for Me did 
you do it.  And will go away these into eternal punishment (hell), but the 
righteous ones into eternal life.’ 
 
Both sheep and goats were valuable farm animals in ancient Palestine. The verses 
in Matthew use the commonplace Christian imagery that portrays them in very 
different lights. ‘Sheep’ are depicted as the followers of Christ (the Lamb of God) 
and ‘goats’ as unruly and coarse outcasts, who are otherwise castigated as 
scapegoats and widely used as the basis of portraits of satan.  So, the key meaning 
of these verses is saying that those followers of Jesus who did His will by caring 
for fellow believers who were vulnerable are like the ‘sheep’ and will enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven and have eternal life, whereas the ‘goats’, those that did not, 
will enter hell.  It is a very blunt message. 
 
LUKE 12:4-5 
‘I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after that 
can do no more. But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear Him who, after 
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your body has been killed, has authority to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, 
fear Him.’ 
 
The ‘Him’ is God.  Those who are sent to hell are sent there after the Judgement, 
when the end of the world happens. 
 
LUKE 18:7 
‘Now God by all means bring about the justice of the chosen ones of Him….’ 
 
It is up to God to punish all those who have done wrong against His people, not 
His followers.  This will take place at the end of the world. 
 
JOHN 6:65 
‘…no-one is able to come to Me unless it has been given to him from the Father.’  
 
Basically, this verse is saying that it is God who brings about the ‘conversion’ of 
an individual. 
 
JOHN 3:15-17 
‘That everyone having faith in Him may have life to the full.  For thus loved God 
the world that the Son the unique one (that) He gave that everyone having faith 
in Him may not perish but have life to the full.  For did not send God the Son into 
the world that He might judge the world but that might be saved the world 
through Him.’ 
 
This is due to Jesus’ perfect life.  In most translations the word ‘believe’ is used 
instead of ‘faith’.  I have put ‘faith’ here because it has a ‘stronger’ meaning 
than simply believing something.  It implies ‘action’ based on a ‘belief’.  When 
this verse is seen in context with other verses in the first four books of the New 
Testament which talk about only those followers who do God’s will by acting on 
Jesus’ teaching, will actually enter the Kingdom of Heaven, and thus have 
‘eternal life’.  See below for example. 
 
JOHN 3:36 
‘The one having faith in the Son has life to the full but the one disobeying the 
Son will not see life but the wrath of God remains on him.’  
 
God is giving followers of Jesus a choice to either obey Him or face His anger. 
 
JOHN 15:16 
‘Not you chose Me but I chose you and appointed you go and bear fruit….’ 
 
Normally students choose their Rabbi, but Jesus chose the Disciples; they did not 
have to follow Him, but they believed that He was the Messiah that had been 
promised in the Old Testament. The same applies to us, He chose His followers, 
but because of free will, it is up to us to choose to follow Him, because not so 
much as Messiah, but as Saviour, the One who died on the Cross for our 
wrongdoings. 
 
REVELATION 3:5 
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‘The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments (a), and I will never 
blot his name out of the book of life (b). I will confess his name before my Father 
and before his angels (c).’ 
 
(a. He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments: Jesus identifies the 
overcomers with those few names who have not defiled their garments (Revelation 
3:4). These overcomers will wear white garments, received from Jesus.  
i. The difference between the dead majority with imperfect works (but who had a 
good reputation) and the few names who were pleasing to God was purity, and the 
closeness with Jesus that is always related to purity. The deadness and spiritual 
facade of most the Christians in Sardis was related to their impure lives, their 
embrace of the impurity and sin of the world around them. It's hard to say if the 
deadness came before the impurity or the impurity came before the deadness, but 
they are surely related.  
ii. Jesus explained the absolute necessity of this being clothed by God with His 
garments of purity and righteousness in His parable of the wedding feast (Matthew 
22:11-14). Real righteousness is receiving God's covering instead of trying to cover 
ourselves. Adam and Eve tried to cover their own sin (Genesis 3:21) but God 
provided them with a covering that came from sacrifice (Genesis 3:7).  
 
b. And I will not blot out his name from the Book of Life: By this, the overcomers 
are assured of their heavenly citizenship. In the ancient world, death or a criminal 
conviction could blot out the name of an ancient citizen from the city's book of the 
living, which was the city register.  
i. "In ancient times cities kept a register of their citizens; and when a man died, 
his name was removed from the register. The risen Christ is saying that, if we wish 
to remain on the roll of the citizens of God, we must keep our faith flamingly 
alive." (Barclay)  
 
c. Blot out his name from the Book of Life: Does this mean that someone can lose 
their salvation? That someone is saved one day - their name is in the Book of Life - 
and another day, they have fallen away and their name has been blotted out from 
the Book of Life? We need to first see the context here in Revelation 3:5. The 
focus is assurance, so we should not think that names are being constantly erased 
and then re-written. The focus here is on assurance, not the idea that Jesus sits in 
heaven with a busy eraser. At the same time, we should carefully consider what 
the Word has to say about the Book of Life.  
i. There is a Book of Life, and it will be opened and referenced on the Day of 
Judgement. This means that the Book of Life is real, and will be read.  
- And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were 
opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead 
were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the 
books. (Revelation 20:12)  
ii. There is a Book of Life, and it determines if we go to heaven or hell. This means 
that the Book of Life is important.  
- And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire. 
(Revelation 20:15)  
iii. There is a Book of Life, and knowing our names are written there should bring 
us great joy.  

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/revelation/3/4/s_1170004
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/revelation/3/4/s_1170004
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/matthew/22/11-14/s_951011
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/matthew/22/11-14/s_951011
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/genesis/3/21/s_3021
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/genesis/3/7/s_3007
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/revelation/3/5/s_1170005
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/revelation/20/12/s_1187012
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/revelation/20/15/s_1187015
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- Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rather 
rejoice because your names are written in heaven. (Luke 10:20)  
iv. There is a Book of Life, and there are five different references to people being 
blotted out of the Book of Life. This means that the idea of being blotted out of 
the Book of Life should be taken seriously. Perhaps it is only a symbol, and that 
person's name was never there to begin with. Even if that is the case, the Lord still 
wants us to take it seriously, because there are some who by every human 
appearance are saved, yet will not be in heaven.   
 
https://www.blueletterbible.org/comm/guzik_david/studyguide_rev/rev_3.cfm ) 

 

HOW READY ARE YOU FOR THE FINAL JUDGEMENT? AND WHAT ARE YOU GOING 
TO DO ABOUT IT? 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/luke/10/20/s_983020
https://www.blueletterbible.org/comm/guzik_david/studyguide_rev/rev_3.cfm
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COMMANDMENT – BE PREPARED FOR JESUS’ RETURN 

 

LUKE 12:35-40  
‘Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, like servants waiting 
for their master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he comes and 
knocks they can immediately open the door for him. It will be good for those 
servants whose master finds them watching when he comes. Truly I tell you, he 
will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and will come and 
wait on them. It will be good for those servants whose master finds them ready, 
even if he comes in the middle of the night or toward daybreak. But understand 
this: If the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he 
would not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, because the 
Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. Peter asked, “Lord, 
are you telling this parable to us, or to everyone?” 
The Lord answered, “Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom the 
master puts in charge of his servants to give them their food allowance at the 
proper time? It will be good for that servant whom the master finds doing so when 
he returns. Truly I tell you, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. But 
suppose the servant says to himself, ‘My master is taking a long time in coming,’ 
and he then begins to beat the other servants, both men and women, and to eat 
and drink and get drunk. The master of that servant will come on a day when he 
does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. He will cut him to pieces 
and assign him a place with the unbelievers. “The servant who knows the master’s 
will and does not get ready or does not do what the master wants will be beaten 
with many blows. But the one who does not know and does things deserving 
punishment will be beaten with few blows. From everyone who has been given 
much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with 
much, much more will be asked.’ 
 
LUKE 17:30-35  
‘It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed. On that day no one 
who is on the housetop, with possessions inside, should go down to get them. 
Likewise, no one in the field should go back for anything. Remember Lot’s wife! 
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33Whoever tries to keep their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life will 
preserve it. I tell you, on that night two people will be in one bed; one will be 
taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding grain together; one will be 
taken and the other left.’ 
 
We should be ready for the Lord’s return, because when He comes He will judge 
everyone. 
 
The text falls into two sections: the theme of 12:35-40 is readiness for His coming. 
The idea in 12:42-48 is that when the Lord comes, He will judge everyone 
according to what they have done with what they have been given. 
 
1. Readiness: We should be ready for the Lord’s return (12:35-40). 
 
Jesus uses four word pictures to emphasize the same point: Be ready for His 
return. “Be dressed in readiness” is literally, “let your loins be girded.” In that 
day, everyone wore long robes which were a hindrance if you needed to move 
quickly or freely. If a person planned to run or work, he would tuck his robe into a 
sash around his waist so that it would not interfere with his movements. The verb 
here indicates a state of perpetual readiness for action. 
 
The second figure, “keep your lamps alight,” comes from a day when there was no 
electricity. There were no streetlights or city lights outside and no nightlights to 
help you find your way to the bathroom in the middle of the night. If you were 
expecting a midnight visitor, you would keep an oil light burning so that when he 
knocked on the door, you could see to let him in. Again, the idea is, be ready for 
the Master’s coming. 
 
The third picture is of servants who are awaiting their master’s return from a 
wedding feast. Such feasts could last for days, often for a week. The servants 
would need to be ready when they heard their master arrive to open the door and 
serve him. Scholars debate whether Luke is using a Roman or Jewish reckoning of 
the watches of the night, but the point is the same: the master could come in the 
middle of the night when you least expect him, so you must be ready. 
 
The fourth picture is of a thief breaking into a house in the middle of the night. If 
the homeowner had known when the thief was coming, he would not have allowed 
his house to be broken into. He would have been ready and waiting. Then Jesus 
states the application of all four figures: “You, too, be ready; for the Son of Man is 
coming at an hour that you do not expect” (12:40). 
 
Scoffers may say, “It’s been almost 2,000 years since Jesus spoke these words. 
Every generation since then has thought that it was the final generation before His 
coming, but they all died without seeing it happen. Face reality: It’s just not going 
to happen!” 
 
The apostle Peter points out (2 Pet. 3:3-13) that such foolish scoffers fail to note 
that God spoke the universe into existence by His powerful word and that He has 
given us an object lesson of the terror and power of His judgment in the flood. The 
present heavens and earth are being reserved, not for a judgment of water, but of 
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fire. Also, with the Lord, a day is as a thousand years and a thousand years are as a 
day. His view of time and ours are vastly different! The only reason He has delayed 
judgment is His great patience as He waits for more to come to repentance. Peter 
then uses Jesus’ image of a thief: 
 
But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away 
with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth 
and its works will be burned up. Since all these things are to be destroyed in this 
way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for 
and hastening the coming of the day of God …” (2 Pet. 3:10-12a). 
 
If you have any regard for Jesus’ words, you must be concerned with the question, 
“How can I be ready for His coming?” Our text suggests three things: 
 
(1). To be ready for Jesus’ coming, He must be your Master. 
 
There is a sense in which Jesus is the Lord of every person. In this passage, He 
clearly assumes the authority to be the rightful judge of everyone who has ever 
lived. But, also clearly, it will only go well for those who are rightly related to 
Him, who submit to Him as their personal Lord or Master. They will be blessed 
(12:37, 38, 43) when He comes; the rest will face His punishment. 
 
Some will say, “Jesus is my Savior, but I haven’t yet made Him my Lord.” Really? 
Can you find a shred of biblical evidence that gives you comfort with such a 
condition? I will grant that a person can truly be saved and yet fall into sin. Every 
saint struggles daily against the world, the flesh, and the devil, and many saints 
have not learned to have consistent victory over these enemies of the soul. But I 
deny that you can be truly saved and live in sin and yet be comfortable living like 
that! If you claim to know Christ as Savior and yet you’re shrugging off known sin 
as no big deal, you may be in for a serious reality check when Christ returns! The 
only people ready for His return are those who daily seek to bring every area of 
life under His lordship. It is a constant struggle, but if you are not engaging in the 
struggle, you need to examine yourself to see whether you are in the faith (2 Cor. 
13:5). Those who are ready for Christ’s return seek to follow Him as Lord. 
 
(2). To be ready for Jesus’ coming, you must be His servant. 
 
It should be obvious that a master is master of servants. His servants live to obey 
his commands and to do his bidding. Jesus here commends the servants who are up 
in the middle of the night, ready for their master’s expected return. They were 
not up at that hour because they didn’t like to sleep! They were up in the service 
of their master. Servants do not have a life of their own; they live to please their 
master. It is only after they have done what he asked that he might say, “You are 
free to have some time to yourself.” But even then, if he thinks of something else 
that he needs, he will call the servant and say, “I also need you to do such and 
such,” and the servant must drop what he was doing or change his plans and 
respond, “Yes, master.” 
 
Being a servant of Jesus Christ is first and foremost a mindset and secondarily a 
specific ministry. My ministry is to be a pastor, but I only work at that task about 
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50 hours a week. But I am a servant of Jesus 24-7. Whether I’m shopping at 
WalMart or mowing my yard or spending time with my family, I should see myself 
as a servant of the Lord Jesus, obedient to His will. As Paul says, “You are not your 
own, for you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body” (1 
Cor. 6:19-20). 
 
In addition to a servant mindset, servants of Christ should seek out an area of 
service in line with their spiritual gifts. God has given all of us a function to 
perform in the body of Christ and that body will be healthy and grow to the degree 
that every member functions as he or she ought (Eph. 4:16). If you are not serving 
Christ in some capacity or looking for a place to serve, you are probably living for 
yourself. Servants seek to serve their Master. When He comes, He doesn’t want to 
find them sitting on a hill waiting for His return. He wants to find them serving 
Him. 
 
(3). To be ready for Jesus’ coming, you must live in expectation of His return. 
 
“Blessed are those slaves whom the master shall find on the alert” (12:37). The 
homeowner should have been expecting the arrival of the thief. So, Jesus says, 
“You too, be ready” (12:40). 
 
If you’re expecting a guest, especially an important guest, you live differently than 
if you are not expecting anyone. On several occasions during President Carter’s 
time in office, he spent the night in the homes of common people. It was his 
attempt to portray himself as the friend of the average person, a leader who 
understood the problems we all face. Although you might not want our current 
President to spend the night in your home, imagine how you would get ready if a 
normal President announced that he would be coming to spend the night. Your 
house would be spotless. All the beds would be made. You might even put a fresh 
coat of paint on some of the walls or woodwork. You would want your yard to look 
presentable. You might go to the nursery and buy some flowers to plant. You 
would want things to be clean and neat because you were expecting the President. 
 
If you’re expecting the King of kings, how should your life look? Would you have 
been comfortable if He had come back during your activities this past weekend? 
Are there books or magazines or videos that you need to get rid of before He 
comes to your home? Do you watch TV shows where you would be mortified if the 
Savior knocked on your door while they were on? Jesus says that we should be 
ready immediately to open the door to him when he comes and knocks (12:36). We 
shouldn’t have to yell, “Just a minute,” while we shut off the TV and hide a bunch 
of embarrassing stuff in the closet. 
 
Spurgeon uses the analogy of his dogs to show how we should expectantly be 
awaiting our Master’s return. He said that at the very moment he was speaking, his 
dogs were sitting inside his front door, awaiting his return. At the first sound of his 
carriage wheels, they would lift up their voices with delight because their master 
is coming home. Then he adds, 
 
Oh, if we loved our Lord as dogs love their masters, how we should catch the first 
sound of his Coming, and be waiting, always waiting, and never happy until at last 
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we should see him! Pardon me for using a dog as a picture of what you ought to be; 
but when you have attained to a state above that, I will find another illustration to 
explain my meaning (12 Sermons on the Second Coming of Christ [Baker], p. 141]). 
 
So to be ready for Christ’s return, make sure that He is your Master; be involved in 
serving Him all day every day; and, live as if you expect His soon coming. 
 
At this point, Peter asks whether the Lord is addressing this teaching to the twelve 
or to everyone else as well. Jesus’ answer is indirect, but in effect He says that 
while the teaching applies especially to them (since they have been given much), 
it also applies to everyone in proportion to how much they have been given. Thus, 
 
2. Reason for readiness: When the Lord returns, He will judge everyone in 
accordance with the light they have been given (12:41-48). 
 
In answering Peter’s question, Jesus lists four categories of servants, each of whom 
will receive a different reward or punishment. As in the parable of the soils, there 
is only one good category; the other three face punishment, beginning with the 
worst and moving toward the least severe. You can draw your own conclusions 
about whether the two categories who receive a whipping are believers who are 
disciplined or unbelievers who suffer in hell, but I wouldn’t want to risk being in 
either of those categories in hopes that they will be saved! I want to be solidly in 
the first camp! 
 
(1). Some will be rewarded because they knew about the Master’s coming and 
lived as faithful and sensible stewards (12:42-44). 
 
The reason this parable especially applies to those in church leadership is that 
Jesus refers to the servants who have been put in charge of other servants to give 
them their rations at the proper time. The job of pastors is to feed the Lord’s flock 
(Ezek. 34:2). In Ezekiel 34, the Lord upbraids the shepherds of Israel because they 
dominated His flock and used them for their own purposes, just as those in the 
second category here were doing. But the faithful and sensible steward who will 
receive a reward regards the needs of the servants in his charge and remembers 
that he will give an account to his master. 
 
Three times (12:37, 38, 43) Jesus calls these faithful servants “blessed”. He makes 
the startling statement that He, the Master, will wait on such servants (12:37)! He 
literally did that when He washed the disciples’ feet (John 13:1-11). Here, Jesus is 
probably referring metaphorically to the honor that He will bestow on those who 
have faithfully served Him when He comes. He also states that He will put them in 
charge of all His possessions (12:44). This also is probably a metaphor of the 
rewards of heaven. We will not spend eternity sitting on a cloud. The Lord will give 
us meaningful responsibilities throughout eternity if we have faithfully served Him 
here on earth. While we cannot fathom the blessings that God has in store for His 
faithful servants, if Jesus three times calls them blessed, you know that they will 
truly be blessed! 
 
(2). Others will be punished very severely because they ignored the Master’s 
coming and abused their stewardship (12:45-46). 
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This is the worst category of punishment. These slaves wrongly thought that they 
had plenty of time before their Master returned and so they began to live for 
themselves by abusing those under their charge. They used their stewardship for 
their own pleasure and advantage, without regard for the Master’s purposes. But it 
is a fatal mistake. The Master will return and cut them in pieces (the word means 
“to dismember”). But, that isn’t the end of these unfaithful servants, because 
then they are assigned a place with the unbelievers, namely, hell (12:5). 
 
I believe that these frightening words especially apply to unfaithful spiritual 
leaders who have used their office for their own advantage. They usually teach 
false doctrine because they want to dodge their sin, which is exposed by God’s 
Word. They use religion to promote their own greed and immorality. Jesus 
pronounces this most severe judgment on them because they have taken that 
which should have benefited people eternally and used it to destroy them. Their 
final punishment shows that they never truly repented of their own sins and 
submitted their lives to the Master. 
 
But before you all say, “Whew, this doesn’t apply to me,” you need to realize that 
there is a secondary application to us all. If we know about the things of God, but 
we don’t repent of our selfishness and abusiveness toward others, especially in our 
homes, are we not just like these unfaithful stewards? This especially applies to 
every husband and father who professes to be a Christian. If we do not repent of 
mistreating our wives and children, whom God has entrusted to our care, woe to us 
when the Master returns! 
 
(3). Others will be punished severely because they knew about the Master’s 
coming, but did not get ready (12:47). 
 
This category knew the Master’s will, but they did not get ready or act in accord 
with His will. They will receive many lashes. This refers to people who have been 
in religious circles enough to know the truth, but they don’t act on it. Maybe they 
procrastinate, thinking, “Someday I’ll follow Christ and serve Him, but right now 
I’ve got to devote myself to my business. Besides, to get ahead these days, you’ve 
got to cut a few corners, and so I’m not quite ready to follow Christ.” Beware: To 
sin against greater light means greater punishment! To hear the truth proclaimed 
in church every Sunday and to go out and ignore that truth the rest of the week is 
a risky way to live. What if the Master comes this week? 
 
(4). Others will be punished less severely because they did not know about the 
Master’s coming or live in light of it (12:48a). 
 
The final category for judgment are those who did not even know the Master’s 
will. They will be judged less severely, with a few lashes, but judged nonetheless. 
Ignorance of God’s law is no excuse for not obeying it because we are responsible 
to know it. As J. C. Ryle points out, “Our very ignorance is part of our sin” 
(Expository Thoughts on the Gospels [Baker], p. 94). Even those who have never 
heard of Christ have enough revelation through creation and conscience to know 
that there is a righteous God. But they have suppressed the truth in 
unrighteousness, so that they are without excuse (Rom. 1:18-20). 
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Conclusion 
 
Jesus sums up the principle in 12:48: “And from everyone who has been given 
much shall much be required; and to whom they entrusted much, of him they will 
ask all the more.” Those who have been given the most light have the most 
responsibility and will be judged the most severely. There will be gradations of 
punishment in hell. Jesus clearly assumes His own authority to judge every person! 
 
Each person needs to answer the question, “Are you living for today only, with no 
regard for the Master’s return and the accounting that He will demand? Are you 
foolishly putting it out of your mind by thinking, “I’ve got time”? Jesus says that 
we should be “like men who are waiting for their master when he returns.” We 
should live each day with an eye on that future day when “the Lord Himself will 
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trumpet of God” (1 Thess. 4:16). We will be blessed if the Master finds us ready 
when He comes. 
 
Copyright, Steven J. Cole, 1999, All Rights Reserved. 
https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-61-are-you-ready-christ%E2%80%99s-return-
luke-1235-48  

 

ARE YOU LOOKING FORWARD TO JESUS’ RETURN; WHY OR WHY NOT? 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMANDMENT – DO NOT BELIEVE IN END TIME DATES 

 

MATTHEW 24:3-42 
‘As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the Disciples came to him privately. 
“Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your 
coming and of the end of the age?”  Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one 
deceives you. For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and 
will deceive many. You will hear of wars and rumours of wars, but see to it that 
you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 
Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be 

https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-61-are-you-ready-christ%E2%80%99s-return-luke-1235-48
https://bible.org/seriespage/lesson-61-are-you-ready-christ%E2%80%99s-return-luke-1235-48
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famines and earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning of birth 
pains.  Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you 
will be hated by all nations because of me. At that time many will turn away from 
the faith and will betray and hate each other, and many false prophets will 
appear and deceive many people. Because of the increase of wickedness, the love 
of most will grow cold, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. And 
this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony 
to all nations, and then the end will come…….For then there will be great 
distress, unequalled from the beginning of the world until now—and never to be 
equalled again. If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but 
for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened. At that time if anyone says 
to you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah!’ or, ‘There he is!’ do not believe it. For false 
messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders to 
deceive, if possible, even the elect. See, I have told you ahead of time.  So if 
anyone tells you, ‘There he is, out in the wilderness,’ do not go out; or, ‘Here he 
is, in the inner rooms,’ do not believe it. For as lightning that comes from the 
east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.  
Immediately after the distress of those days, 
 
‘the sun will be darkened, 
    and the moon will not give its light; 
the stars will fall from the sky, 
    and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’ 
 
Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then all the peoples 
of the earth will mourn when they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of 
heaven, with power and great glory. And He will send his angels with a loud 
trumpet call, and they will gather His elect from the four winds, from one end of 
the heavens to the other.  Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its 
twigs get tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near…. But 
about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, 
but only the Father. As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of 
the Son of Man. For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; and they 
knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all 
away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. Two men will be in 
the field; one will be taken and the other left… Therefore keep watch, because 
you do not know on what day your Lord will come.” ‘ 
 
(There are many views as to exactly how the End will come, but they will 
probably be a mixture of all of them. It is an issue not to be overly concerned 
about, except to be prepared for when Jesus does return.) 

LUKE 21:8-36  

‘He replied: “Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in my 
name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and, ‘The time is near.’ Do not follow them. When 
you hear of wars and uprisings, do not be frightened. These things must happen 
first, but the end will not come right away.” Then he said to them: “Nation will 
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be great 
earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful events 
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and great signs from heaven. “But before all this, they will seize you and 
persecute you. They will hand you over to synagogues and put you in prison, and 
you will be brought before kings and governors, and all on account of my name. 
And so you will bear testimony to me. But make up your mind not to worry 
beforehand how you will defend yourselves. For I will give you words and 
wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. You 
will be betrayed even by parents, brothers and sisters, relatives and friends, 
and they will put some of you to death. Everyone will hate you because of me. 
But not a hair of your head will perish. Stand firm, and you will win life. “When 
you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will know that its 
desolation is near. Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let 
those in the city get out, and let those in the country not enter the city. For this 
is the time of punishment in fulfilment of all that has been written. How dreadful 
it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! There will be 
great distress in the land and wrath against this people. They will fall by the 
sword and will be taken as prisoners to all the nations. Jerusalem will be 
trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. “There 
will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish 
and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. People will faint from terror, 
apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be 
shaken. At that time, they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power 
and great glory. When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your 
heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” He told them this parable: 
“Look at the fig tree and all the trees. When they sprout leaves, you can see for 
yourselves and know that summer is near. Even so, when you see these things 
happening, you know that the kingdom of God is near. “Truly I tell you, this 
generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. “Be 
careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness and the 
anxieties of life, and that day will close on you suddenly like a trap. For it will 
come on all those who live on the face of the whole earth. Be always on the 
watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to happen, 
and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man.’ 

 

Protestants are divided between Millennialists and Amillennialists (over the End 
Times).  
 
What Is the Millennium in Question? 
 
When Christians discuss their millennial views, they are speaking of their 
interpretation of the much debated passage in Revelation 20:1-10 — NASB. 
"Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding the key of the abyss and a 
great chain in his hand. And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is 
the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; and he threw him into 
the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not deceive the 
nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these things he 
must be released for a short time. 
 
REVELATION 20:1-10 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/Bible.cfm?b=Rev&c=20&v=1&t=NASB
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‘Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them. And I 
saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony of 
Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast 
or his image, and had not received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; 
and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. The rest of 
the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were completed. This is the 
first resurrection. Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first 
resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests 
of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years. When the 
thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison, and will 
come out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog 
and Magog, to gather them together for the war; the number of them is like the 
sand of the seashore. And they came up on the broad plain of the earth and 
surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, and fire came down from 
heaven and devoured them. And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the 
lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and 
they will be tormented day and night forever.’ 
 
Why Is This Millennium in Question? 
 
Some see this as a future earthly theocracy by which Christ will rule over the 
nations for a thousand years. Others see it as a time during which Christ will rule 
earth from heaven through the life-changing power of the Gospel. Still others look 
at it in another way. And the multitude of others holds a multitude of other 
interpretations. One's final interpretation of the thousand years from Revelation 20 
depends more upon certain factors related to a Christian's hermeneutic than the 
strict text of the ten much debated verses. There are several ways in which 
orthodox Christians choose to come to Scripture and depending on which of these 
methods is used, one's understanding of eschatological issues — and a host of 
others as well — will experience changes both significant and trivial. And since one 
interprets Scripture primarily through the filter of his understanding of other 
passages in the Word, one's millennial view does have an effect (whether great or 
small) on the way in which he lives his life. 
 
The Views 
 
Since space is limited, we are unable to treat all the current millennial views, but 
we do hope to give a brief, but accurate account of the main tenets of the four 
main existing viewpoints as well as some of the reasons — both Scriptural and 
interpretive — behind each view. These four main eschatological systems that we 
shall treat are as follows: dispensational premillennialism, historic 
premillennialism, postmillennialism, and amillennialism. Please realize that though 
these views differ significantly on the topic at hand, the Christians who disagree 
on these matters agree with each other on probably ninety percent of the rest of 
the Christian life. 
 
Also, in coming to one's own view, there are certain poor arguments from which 
one should shy away. A couple of these are arguments from history and arguments 
from the deeds of those who are proponents of a given view. Arguments from 
history, while having some use, should generally be avoided for the simple fact 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/rev/20/1
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that not only were the eschatological views of the early church largely undefined, 
but most of the Second and Third Century church fathers held to some beliefs that 
would today be considered odd or even unorthodox. Arguments against an idea 
from the "bad fruit" of that idea's proponents, while a popular form of 
argumentation, should be left behind; as it happens, every view has had its 
embarrassing supporters who claim to act from their beliefs but represent 
something altogether outside of Christianity.  
 
Amillennialists are accused because Nazis misapplied some of their beliefs. 
Postmillennialists are judged because some over-zealous rebels in the Sixteenth 
and Seventeenth Centuries misused their principles. Premillennialists come under 
attack because both a) the majority of Christian cults take up their ideas of end-
times cataclysm and b) some of those who profess premillenialism get caught up in 
setting dates for Christ's return. With those cautions noted, we shall examine each 
of these four views individually. 
 
Dispensational Premillennialism 
 
Definition: 
 
Dispensational premillennialists hold that Christ will come before a seven-year 
period of intense tribulation to take His church (living and dead) into heaven. After 
this period of fulfillment of divine wrath, He shall then return to rule from a holy 
city (i.e., the New Jerusalem) over the earthly nations for one thousand years. 
After these thousand years, Satan, who was bound up during Christ's earthly reign, 
will be loosed to deceive the nations, gather an army of the deceived, and take up 
to battle against the Lord. This battle will end in both the judgment of the wicked 
and Satan and the entrance into the eternal state of glory by the righteous. This 
view is called premillenialism because it places the return of Christ before the 
millennium and it is called dispensational because it is founded in the doctrines of 
dispensationalism. 
 
Features and Distinctions: 
 
A. Favored method of interpretation: strict literal. 
B. Israel and the church: views church and Israel as two distinct identities with 

two individual redemptive plans. 
C. The rapture of the Church: The church is raptured before a seven-year 

tribulation (the seventieth week of Daniel - Daniel 9:24-27). This tribulational 
period contains the reign of the AntiChrist. 

D. Millennium: Christ will return at the end of the great tribulation to institute a 
thousand-year rule from a holy city (the New Jerusalem). Those who come to 
believe in Christ during the seventieth week of Daniel (including the 144,000 
Jews) and survive will go on to populate the earth during this time. Those who 
were raptured or raised previous to the tribulational period will reign with 
Christ over the millennial population. 

E. Miscellaneous:  
a. Higher degrees of interpreting present-day events in the light of end-times 

prophecy. 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/dan/9/24-27
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b. The Millennium will see the re-establishment of temple worship and sacrifice as 
a remembrance of Christ's sacrifice. 

c. From the millennium-ending "white throne" judgment (by which Satan and all 
unbelievers will be thrown into the lake of fire) Christ and all saints will 
proceed into eternal glory. 

 
Synopsis: 
 
View the visual interpretation 
 
A strictly literal hermaneutic is foundational to the dispensational premillenialist 
viewpoint. Interpreting Scripture in this manner will in fact demand such 
perspectives unique to dispensationalism as: 
 
 an earthly kingdom of God from which Christ will reign 
 a future redemptive plan for national Israel 
 a seven year period of great tribulation 
 the rejection of prophetic idiom 
 
Dispensational premillennialism holds that a seven-year tribulation (forseen in 
Daniel 9:27) will precede a thousand-year period (Revelation  20:1-6) during which 
time, Christ will reign on the throne of David (Luke 1:32). 
 
Immediately previous to the time of great tribulation, all the dead saints will rise 
from their graves and all the living members of the church shall be caught up with 
them to meet Christ in the clouds (1 Corinthians 15:51-52; 1 Thessalonians 4:15-
17); this is known as “the rapture.” During this time of tribulation, there will be 
three-and-a-half years of world peace under an AntiChrist figure (Daniel 7:8; 
Revelation 13:1-8) who will establish a world-church (Revelation 17:1-15), followed 
by three-and-a-half years of greater suffering (Revelation 6-18). At the end of this 
period, Christ will return (Matthew  24:27-31; Revelation 19:11-21), judge the 
world (Ezekiel 20:33-38; Matthew 25:31; Jude 1:14-15), bind Satan for one 
thousand years (Revelation 20:1-3), and raise the Old Testament and tribulation 
saints from the dead (Daniel 12:2; Revelation 20:4). 
 
At this time, the millennial reign will begin and Christ will reign politically over the 
earth at this time from His capital in Jerusalem (Isaiah 2:3). Throughout His reign, 
there will be no war (Isaiah 2:4) and even the natures of animals will dwell in 
harmony (Isaiah 11:6-9). At the end of this era of peace, Satan will be released and 
instigate a colossal (but futile) rebellion against God (Revelation 20:7-9). After this 
fated battle, Satan and the wicked are cast into the lake of fire 
(Revelation 20:10), while the righteous proceed into their eternal state in the 
realm of the new heaven and the new earth (Revelation 21:1ff). 
 
Historical Premillennialism 
 
Definition: 
 
Historical premillennialists place the return of Christ just before the millennium 
and just after a time of great apostasy and tribulation. After the millennium, Satan 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/faq/dispre.html
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https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/rev/13/1-8
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/rev/17/1-15
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will be loosed and Gog and Magog will rise against the kingdom of God; this will be 
immediately followed by the final judgment. While similar in some respects to the 
dispensational variety (in that they hold to Christ's return being previous the 
establishment of a thousand-year earthly reign), historical premillennialism differs 
in significant ways (notably in their method of interpreting Scripture). 
 
Features and Distinctions: 
 
 Favored method of interpretation: grammatico-historical. 
 Israel and the church: The church is the fulfillment of Israel. 
 Kingdom of God: present through the Spirit since Pentecost - to be experienced 

by sight during the millennium after Christ's return. 
 The Rapture: The saints, living and dead, shall meet the Lord in the clouds 

immediately preceding the millennial reign. 
 The Millennium: Christ will return to institute a thousand-year reign on earth. 

The Millennium will see the re-establishment of temple worship and sacrifice as 
a remembrance of Christ's sacrifice. 

 Major proponents: George Eldon Ladd, Walter Martin, John Warwick 
Montgomery, and Theodore Zahn. 

 
Synopsis: 
 
View the visual interpretation 
 
The historical premillennialist's view interprets some prophecy in Scripture as 
having literal fulfillment while others demand a semi-symbolic fulfillment. As a 
case in point, the seal judgments (Revelation 6) are viewed as having fulfillment in 
the forces in history (rather than in future powers) by which God works out his 
redemptive and judicial purposes leading up to the end. 
Rather than the belief of an imminent return of Christ, it is held that a number of 
historical events (e.g., the rise of the Beast and the False Prophet) must take 
place before Christ's Second Coming. This Second Coming will be accompanied by 
the resurrection and rapture of the saints (1 Thessalonians 4:15-18); this will 
inaugurate the millennial reign of Christ. The Jewish nation, while being perfectly 
able to join the church in the belief of a true faith in Christ, has no distinct 
redemptive plan as they would in the dispensational perspective. The duration of 
the millennial kingdom (Revelation 20:1-6) is unsure: literal or metaphorical. 
 
Postmillennialism 
 
Definition: 
 
The postmillennialist believes that the millennium is an era (not a literal thousand 
years) during which Christ will reign over the earth, not from an literal and earthly 
throne, but through the gradual increase of the Gospel and its power to change 
lives. After this gradual Christianization of the world, Christ will return and 
immediately usher the church into their eternal state after judging the wicked. 
This is called postmillennialism because, by its view, Christ will return after the 
millennium. 
Features and Distinctions: 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/faq/hispre.html
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/rev/6/1
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Favored method of interpretation: covenant-historical. 

 Israel and the church: the church is the fulfillment of Israel. 

 Kingdom of God: a spiritual entity experienced on earth through the 
Christianizing affect of the Gospel. 

 The Millennium: a Golden Age previous to Christ's second advent during which 
Christ will virtually rule over the whole earth through an unprecedented spread 
of the Gospel; the large majority of people will be Christian. 

Miscellaneous:  

 Higher degrees of interpreting First Century events in the light of prophecy; 
preterism often goes hand-in-hand with postmillennialism. 

 Of the several versions of postmillennial eschatology, the reconstructionist's 
seems to be gaining the most popularity in the world today. 

 Major proponents: Rousas J. Rushdoony, Greg L. Bahnsen, Kenneth L. Gentry 
Jr., David Chilton, and Gary North. 

 
Synopsis: 
 
View the visual interpretation 
 
There are several different versions of postmillennialism, but one of the views 
gaining the most popularity, is that of the theonomists. Generally speaking, the 
postmillennial theonomist viewpoint holds to a partial-preterist interpretation of 
Revelation and the various judgment prophecies in the Gospels, believing that the 
majority of those prophecies were fulfilled in 70 A.D. at the destruction of the 
temple in Jerusalem. 
 
The postmillennialist sees the millennial kingdom as the fulfillment of God's 
promise to Abraham that he would become "a great nation" and that "all peoples 
on earth would be blessed" through him (Genesis 12:2-3). This holy reign will come 
about via gradual conversion (rather than premillennialism's cataclysmic 
Christological advent) through the spread of the Gospel — this incremental 
progress is drawn from many pictures found throughout Scripture (e.g., 
Deuteronomy 7:22 and Ezekiel 47:1-12). 
Postmillennial optimism is also nurtured through many of prophetic psalmody. The 
Psalms often speak of all nations fearing Him, salvation being known among all 
nations, the ends of the earth fearing Him, et cetera (e.g., Psalm 2:1-12; 
Psalm 22:27; Psalm 67:2, Psalm 67:7; Psalm 102:15; Psalm 110:1). Another passage 
that well feeds this earthly optimism is Isaiah 2:2-3 in which the nations will 
stream to the righteousness of God. 
 
Amillennialism 
 
(also termed nunc-millennialism or inaugurated millennialism) 
 
Definition: 
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The amillennialist believes that the Kingdom of God was inaugurated at Christ's 
resurrection (hence the term "inaugurated millennialism") at which point he gained 
victory over both Satan and the Curse. Christ is even now reigning (hence the term 
"nunc-millennialism" — nunc means "now") at the right hand of the Father over His 
church. After this present age has ended, Christ will return and immediately usher 
the church into their eternal state after judging the wicked. The term 
"amillennialism" is actually a misnomer for it implies that Revelation 20:1-6 is 
ignored; in fact, the amillennialist's hermeneutic interprets it (and in fact, much of 
apocalyptic literature) non-literally. 
 
Features and Distinctions: 
 
 Favored method of interpretation: redemptive-historical. 
 Israel and the church: The church is the eschatological fulfillment of Israel. 
 Kingdom of God: a spiritual reality that all Christians partake in and that is seen 

presently by faith, but will be grasped by sight at the consummation. 
 The Rapture: The saints, living and dead, shall meet the Lord in the clouds and 

immediately proceed to judge the nations with Christ and then follow Him into 
their eternal state. 

 The Millennium: inaugurated with Christ's resurrection. In an "already/not yet" 
sense, Christ already reigns over all and is already victorious over Satan. 

 
Miscellaneous:  
 Higher degrees of interpreting prophecy in light of Christ's advent, death, 

resurrection, and glorification.  
 Relies heavily on a two-age theology.  
 Major proponents: Meredith Kline, Richard Gaffin, Robert B. Strimple, Gregory 

K. Beale, and John Murray. 
 
Synopsis: 
 
View the visual interpretation 
 
Eschatology is the study of the eschaton; the eschaton is equated with "last 
things." While other views focus on the final days of humankind on earth, 
amillennialism sees "the last things" as having been initiated at Christ's resurrection 
and so, being applicable from the earliest days of the Christian church (cf. Acts 
2:16-21; 1 Corinthians 10:11; Hebrews 1:1-2; and 1 Peter 1:20). The amillennialist 
perspective sees the whole of God's redemptive revelation as twofold - promise 
and fulfillment; it also emphasizes that a strict-literal interpretation of Old 
Testament is not necessarily the most accurate way of determining what the text 
means. 
 
The amillennial perspective emphasizes that the coming of the Kingdom of God is a 
two-part event. The first portion dawned at Christ's first advent (John the Baptist 
proclaimed at this time, "The kingdom of heaven is at hand" — Matthew 3:2). At 
the cross, Christ won final victory over death and Satan. And then He ascended to 
reign upon the throne of David forever (Luke 1:32-33; Acts 2:30-31). Now because 
we "look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for 
the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are 
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eternal" (2 Corinthians 4:18) — because of this, the amillennialist sees the final 
things already accomplished, though not yet seen by sight, but by faith 
(2 Corinthians 5:7). 
An important note is the amilleniallist's view of the church in this world: a role of 
suffering. The Christian will be hated by all, just as was Christ (Matthew 10:22), 
for a servant is not greater than his master. Seeing this as the church's role on 
earth — to suffer as did Christ — the amillenialist can hold no hope for an earthly 
exaltation and longs for the fulfillment of the second stage of the coming of the 
Kingdom. 
 
This second stage of the amillennial perspective is the final consummation of all 
the heavenly promises. The Christian will no longer see by faith alone, but by 
sight. All the shadowy things will pass away and our eternal reign with Christ will 
begin. The amillennialist, expecting no earthly glory for the church, places all his 
hope on this heavenly glory. 
 
Conclusion 
 
So what should be concluded from all of this? Before coming to a dogmatic 
millennial perspective, the lone fact that so many well-intentioned and intelligent 
Christians believe so variously when it comes to Revelation 20:1-15 must give us 
pause. The Book of Revelation itself is probably the most curious and oft-debated 
piece of the canon. This ought to place us in a position of caution when either 
accepting or dismissing another's interpretation. 
 
As with any body of Christians, there are members of the Blue Letter Bible team 
with differing opinions on the matter. However, in light of all the Scriptures on the 
subject, the Blue Letter Bible feels that the most consistent viewpoint with a 
literal interpretation of the Bible is dispensational premillennialism. Our ultimate 
advice is to go to the Bible itself (Acts 17:11). The best way in which to interpret 
the Word of God is to see what it has to say about itself. And if, in the final 
analysis, you are yet undecided, do not fear for salvation is not built or broken on 
Revelation 20:1-15, but on the person of Jesus Christ. 
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